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TORQUATO TASSO. 


'^ORQUATO TASSO was born at Sorrento on the nth of 
March ^.544, and died in Rome on the 25th of April 
159s, a^'ed ^^fty-one. He belonged to an old family <»f Bergamo, 
and was a pfict’s son. His father, Bernardo Tasso, full fifty 
years old at the time of his son’s birth, had then been for thirteen 
yeais in the service of Ferrantc Sansevermo, Prince of Salerno, 
and had married in 1536 the beautiful and spiritual Porzia de’ 
Rossi, of tlic house of tlie Marquises of Calenzano. Then son 
'J orquato was first educated at schools of the Jesuits in Naples, 
Rome, and Bergamo. 'J'hey were the best schools of the time. 
At eight years old the boy read Greek and Latin and had begun 
to write Italian verse. I'hen he was in Pesaro for a time, 
sharing the education given to the S09 of the J')uke of Urbino. 
After this he was for a year in Venice with his father, and then, 
at the age of thirteen, he w^as sent to study law at Padua. 

Bernard?) Tasso, the father, shared the troubldfe of his pation, 
the Prince of Saleino, who 111 1550 incurred the disj)lcas;jire of 
the Pmiperor Charles V. for seeking supf)ort from the King of 
J’Vance while urging on the Emperor the pleadings of the Neapo- 
litans against establishment of the Inquisition in Na])les. Fer- 
rante Sanseverino w^as in 1553, declared a rebel, his estates were 
forfeited, and he was exiled from Salerno. Bernardo lasso 
lost at the same time his income of 9cfe#scudi, and what little 
liossessions he had, except the poem on Ama^is that he had 
begun. Hfe left Salernc> and went t« FrSnee, leaving his wife 
and children to the care of relajives. After two^ye^s m France, 
Bernardo Tasso joined his prince in Rome, and sept for his son 
Torquato; his wife and daughter then entering a convent at^Naples. 
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Torquato Tasso wrote a little sonnpt to his mother on theiij 
parting. Political feuds parted Bernardo Tasso from his wife'^ 
relations. He never could see his wife again — she (lied heart- 
broken m 1556 — and his daughter was denied to him: she was 
married at fifteen. Rome became an unsafe place for the father 
when Emperor and Pope fell out, but shelter was offered to hifn 
at Pesaro by a liberal patron of literature, tiie lJukc o^ UrlJino, 
(jUidobaldo 11 , and it was thus that 'J oi([iiato Tasso was taught 
with the Duke of U rhino’s son, Erancesco Maiia della Roverc. 

Bernardo Tasso s jioem, F^Amadigi di Franaa^ founded on 
the first .ind best of the Spanish jomances of chiv^ilry, Amadh of 
Gaul^ ^’as begun with encouragement from his }iat]pn,*Sanscvc- 
rino, and was planned in stanzas of octave rhyme on a scale as 
large as that of Ariosto’s Orhuido Fimoso^ of which the first forty 
cantos had been published in 1515. Aiiosto’s deatif w'as in 
January 1533, eleven years before the birth of Torquato Tasso 
Bernardo 'I'asso’s Amadi^i was first published at Bergamo in 1555, 
when his son 'Torquato was a boy of eleven. The A^/iadOsi^-t had 
been two years before the jiublic when Torquato, poet born, went 
from a rhymer’s home to study law at Padua. I'his was a year 
aftei his nwither’s death At Padua he studied little lav.', much 
Dante, and wrote verse. ,11 is father’s long romance in verse told 
of thedoves of Amadis and Onana, wdth interwoven love-stoiies 
of Floiidante and tloiidora, and of Alidoro and Mirinda. It was 
followed by nineteen cantos of a scjiarate poem oi}F/orijaT//e, 
workQjl out of the ejusode in the A?nadi};i^ and including a repe- 
tition of eight of Its cantos with little i hange. Floridimie was 
left unfinished, and publislied by the son after the father’s death. 

It was of little usit for such a father to dissuade his son from 
writing verse. Young Tasso, wl^ile a student at Padua, but 
eighteen years old, printed at Venice in 1562 an epic poem hi 
twelve books on one ot Ariosto’s heroes, Rinaldo, The poem was 
written in ten months, was jiraised throughout Italy, and found 
more readers than Beftiard^’a Amadigi, ^ In the Ama^gi musical 
verse and gmee^of expression, w^th abundant supply of battles, 
co^bats^ ani^ love-passages, could not atone for want of skill 
tlie threads of^tbe iahla The success of his son’s 
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mnaldo satisfied Bernardo Tasso as a crowning argument against 
continuance of the law studies. Free way was made for literature 
and philosophy, and already, while student at Padua, Torquato 
Tasso ^resolved upon the poem which became his masteipiccc, 
and of ^hich this \olumc contains the best English translation. 

* Meanwhile Bernardo Tasso, in the year of the ])ublication of 
at Bergamo, had published at Venice I tre lihri de^It 
Amori] and had published at Venice, also in 1560, Odr r 
Salmty two years before the appearance of his son’s Kinaldo. 

Terquato Tasso left Padua to continue studies of philosophy 
and literature At Bologna. Tl^cre he began to write the poem 
on the <iaptjire of Jerusalem by the Crusaders whicji hqd been 
resolved upon at J^adua. At Bologna he was suspected of tlie 
authorship of satiiical verses thot attacked himself as well as 
others. •They amused him ; and his goodwill to them caused 
his papers to be seized and searched. Nothing w^as found against 
him, but his annoyance caused him to leave Bologna for Modena, 
whence he was recalled to Padua by his kinsman and friend, 
Scipione Conzaga, who was there founding an academy, lasso 
was then zealous in sluuy of Plato’s jihilosophy, and he aftei- 
wards himself wTote Dialogues in Platons manner. By the time 
that he was two-and-twenty Torquato Tasso was formally attached 
to the service of the great Italian house of h'.ste, whosu»hisior> 
he glorifie^ m his “ Jeru.salem Delivered” (canto xvii. st. 66-94), 
as shown in the shield given to Rinaldo ; Rmiildo being repie- 
sented as himself of the ICstc family. 

The ancient stem of Piste had divided in the eleventh century 
into a German branch and an Italian branch. A Cierman*Este- 
Guelph — Wclf IV.— rwas invested in the year 1070 with the Duch} 
of Bavaria ; from him the houses of Brunswick and Hanovei and 
Ae present royal family of England arc descended. 'Phe brother 
of that Guelph w^as P\ilco L, who founded the Italian family of 
Este. Albert of Issie was Marquis of Ferrara in' the year 1400. 
The rule 9 ^ the Este family extended along ?lie Marches of Ancona, 
and afterwards tliey added Modena and Reggio jto Jiheir domains. 
Alfonso I. of Este, who died in 1535, had been a frijnd to Ariosto. 
It was he who had for his second#wife Lucreria Borgia His 
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successor, Ercole IL, had married a daughter of King Louis XII^ 
of France ; and the successor of Erco^ IL in Ferrara was Alfonso 
IL, who has a large place in the story of Torquato Tasso. 

The Cardinal Luigi d'Este, brother of Alfonso IL, invited the 
young poet to Ferrara, where he gave him the rank of hoble as 
a Cavaliere of the court. That was in 1565. In the next yeir 
there was the marriage of the Duke Alfonso IL with* Barbara, 
daughter of the Emperor Ferdinand L,^who had taken in 1555 the 
throne resigned by his brother, Charles V. While the wedding 
festivities were afoot the Pope died — Pius IV., who had been a 
Cardinal cie’ Medici. The Cardinal Luigi d’Este went to Rome to 
take pa/t in*. the election of another Pope, and Tasso, ^hea twenty- 
two years old, stayed behind, much liked by the Duke and his 
new' Duchess, and by the Duke^s sisters, Lucrezia — who afterwaids 
became Duchess of Urbino — ^and Leonora dT^ste. Young as 
he was, Tasso had won for himself the first place among Italian 
poets, and he was the son of a poet who perhaps ranked first 
among the minor singers between Ariosto and Torquato Tasso. 
Young 'J'asso, with religious earnestness, keen sensibility, and 
grace of song, won easy welcome at a court where literature 
was in high esteem. The Duke of Ferrara encouraged Tasso to 
go on with his epic. In ^^eptember 1569 the elder Tasso died 
in his non^s arms. In his last years he had found rest as cmef 
secretary to the Duke of Mantua, and he was, at the^end of his 
life, governor of Ostiglia. 

In 1571 Torquato Tasso went to Paris with his patron the 
Cardinal T-.uigi d’Este.' There he established friendship w'lth 
the poet Ronsard, twenty years his senior, and w'as presented to 
Charles IX. as “thd poet of Godfrey and other French heroes 
who distinguished themselves at the siege of Jerusalem.'* He 
had then written eight or nine cantos of his poem, and his ag^ 
was twenty-seven. * • 

Upon his return, Tasso was separated by religious opinions 
from the service of the Cardinal d'Esta, but was easH^ received 
into the patrdnage of the Duke, who gave him a yearly pension 
of 180 gold frowns, and required of him no personal service. 
In i57g he produced at the ducal court in Ferrara his pas- 
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ttoral play of Aminta^ the f^e of which spread beyond Italy, and 
^confirmed the reputation won by his Rinaido, The lyric beauty 
of Antinia allied the literature of the day in Italy to the new 
development in Tasso’s time of the ait of music. Meanwhile, 
Tasso* was steadily proceeding towards the close of his Gofftedo, 
and had completed eighteen cantos in 1574, when he was struck 
do\h} by fever. There was nothing in Torquato Tasso's life 
before this fever to indicate that his keen nervous sensibility had 
passed the bounds of health and grown into disease. With 
difficulty recovering the threads of his argument, Tasso finished 
his poem — whj^ch he then called Goffndo- -at the age of thirty. 
Our Engjish Spenser, about nine years younger than,Ta^so, was 
then a graduate still studying at Cambridge. 

While the great poem was being finished, and the poet’s health 
weak, Alfonso 11 . increased his favours. He entertained 
Tasso as a guest m his villa at Belriguardo. The Duke s sister 
Lucrezia gave him change of air with friendliest welcome in the 
Castle of Durante, by Urbino. When separated from her hus- 
band and returned to her brother, she would have had the poet 
always of her household. And the time was come when he 
could be much aided by the frie'ndship of women, for the 
troubled mind was growing re.stlcss with vain fears that came and 
w^ent. 

At first he had much anxiety about the orthodoxy of his'poem. 
It must bfe submitted to the Pope for strict examination. He 
must go to Rome, against the advice and wish of the Duke and 
the ladies, who sought to detain him. Leave was unwillingly given, 
and he went to Rome, where his kinsman, Scipione Gonzaga, 
introduced him to that Cardinal de’ Medici who afterwards 
became Grand Duke of Tuscany. The Cardinal invited Tasso 
tf, enter his service, and Tasso went so far towards acceptance of 
the invitation that he fretted himself with^ fear lest he might be 
regarded as a traitor at Ferrara. He went back and was kindly 
received, ^ut his distress of ' mind < increased. He had been 
submitting his poem in manuscript to the criticism of friends, and 
paid minute attention to all the poor and positive* suggestions 
made by men who were no poets for improvement of ? poet’s 
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work. This would have worried a sane man, if a sane man 
could have brought such trouble on himself. Then he suspected, 
and thereby provoked, hostilities ; he thought himself surrounded 
by enemies who plotted against him ; he thought that the 
Inquisition would pronounce his poem to be hereticdfl. This 
disease of mind raised active quarrels, by one of which Tasso 
made an enemy who set upon him in the maikot-placa ; but the 
j)oet was a good swordsman, and put his attar ker to flight. At 
last, his tendency to such delusions caused Tasso in the chamber 
of the Duchess of Urbino to draw his dagger against a servant 
whom he suspected of design to poison him. tliis he was 

placed^uniLer arrest for a few days in his own chamber^ and the 
excess was foigiven Then he fancied himself an unpardonable 
heretic. 1'lic Duke intioduced him to the chief of the Inquisition 
at Feiraia, who, after making show of strict exam i nation, satisfied 
the sick mind with a certilicate of orthodoxy But the need of 
direct ministration to a mind diseased had become so clear, 
that 'lasso wa.s placed for medical treatment in the Franciscan 
convent at Ferrara 

Suspecting the monks of a design to poison him, he escaped 
from them next day, leaving all his papers behind, and having 
\cry little money with him In shephcid’s disguise he went to 
his sister C'oinelia, then become a wndow. She had not seen lum 
since their childhood, lie feigned to her that he was a messcngei 
from her bi other, wliosc life w^as in danger from the enemies by 
whom he was beset. She fainted, and her emotion gave him 
faith in her. He stayed for some months under her care, then 
pleaded for leave to go back into the Duke’s service at Ferrara. 
He w'as received aj^in in 1578, but wa. not satisfied. In calmer 
hours, with pen in hand, he still had the full use of his genius, 
but the sick fancies tiiat had prompted once the drawing of«a 
dagger, and the appi^runt impossibility of getting his assent to 
fiiendly care over his health, had so far altered his relations with 
his friends at Ferrara,^hat Jas'.o’s next ^elusion was ttr look upon 
the Duke as«in enemy who did lym wrong. 

He brokeiaway again, went to Mantua, wandered from place to 
place ^ North Italy, and iound rest for a short time in Turin 
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witii Caiio Inge^neri, whofwas afterwards the first puMishor of 
his yet unpublished poeni The Archbishop and Duke Carlo 
Kmanucl also received 'lasso hospitably at Turin. 

Nc^gt year he went sud<lcnly back to Fenara. 1'hc l>uke 
was oc?upied with prcjxirations for his inainage to Margheiila 
(5onzaga,liis third wile. 1 asso came to him full of the irritations 
of his sick mind, resented the neglect of his ctmiplaints, and his 
delusions turned them, as^often happens in such cases, with all 
their force against liis fiiend. Especially this happens wliere, as in 
'J'as^’s case, the insane delusions spring up in a mind still capable 
of work along the lines within wiucli the disease has not yet crejjt. 
Again and s^ain tlie cruel malady is found in such cases topciveit 
some old love towards wife or friend. Who that has lived long 
has not known such cases? IVso now j)oured out Ins wrath 
against tHe Duke as his chief enemy, detailed imagined injuries, 
and as he was rcj)uted in Italy to be as valiant with the sword as 
w'lth tile pen — Cdl/ti peuna a colia spada mssun val quanto 'Tor- 
quaio liad been said of him — his msaniiy seemed dangerous to 
the Duke, who at last iise<] his authority to jilacejiim in a lunatic 
asylum — St. Anne's Hospital for lunatics — where he w'ould be 
undei absolute restraint. '1 o all Italy it w*as a grief that lier chief 
jioet should be in a lunatic asylum. He was not denied the use 
of Ids pen, and was .still able to make good use of it w'hen follow'- 
ing lines thought that w’ere not crossed by Ins delusions Still he 
believed himself to be in the hands of poisoners ; sometimes he 
iliouglit liiinself to be under magic spells.^ He wrote ajipeals for 
his dcliveiancc from bondage to Pope (Gregory XIII., to C'ar^iinal 
Albani, to the Grand 1 )uke of Tuscany, to the Duchess of Uibino, 
to the Countess of Mantua, to the Emperor, and to the In(]nisition. 
Intercession was made by his native town of Bergamo, that sent 
deputation of its citizens. But the Duke of Ferrara remained 
firm in tlie belief that Tasso’s insanity haci*made^hiiii dangerous. 
When, after seven years in asylum, the poet was set at last 
free on th? intercession k)f Vicenzo (Ibnzaga, Prince of Mantua, 
he was given into tlie care of Vtcenzo Gonzaga \jpoR his piomi'-c 
to keep such good watch that the Duke Alfonso shAld be in no 
^danger from Tasso’s insane paasioii against Inm. ^ • 
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There has been a sentimental fanc;|^, much discussed, that has 
taken, no doubt, a firmer hold upon belief since the greatest of 
the German poets founded upon it his play of Torquato Tasso. 
It IS that Tasso was shut up in the lunatic asylum because l;»e bad 
aspired to the hand of the Duke’s sister Leonora. TheJe is no 
solid evidence whatever upon which this fancy rests. It was ih 
March 1579 that Tasso was placed in the asylum. -Leonora 
died after a long illness m 1581 at the age of forty-three; but 
I'asso was not released from Santa Anna until 1586. 

It was a real vexation to Tasso to learn in his confinciaent 
that his Goffredo^ as the poem was first called — whence Fairfax’s 
title, “ffiodfrey of Bulloigne” — had been badly nMspxVinted at 
Venice. The revised edition of it, with its name changed to 
Gcruj^alemme liberaia, was published at Parma in 1581, and 
there were not fewer than six editions of it in that yeifr. How 
could Italians read such a poem and not seek the deliverance 
of its writer from a lunatic asylum, while he still had, m many an 
hour, his genius at command, and wrote wise thoughts in piose 
or verse within hearing of the cries of lunatics about him? In 
1582 'J’asso’s lyrics were revised and re-edited for him by the 
poet Battista Guarini, who was then at the court of I'errara. 

Set free in July 1586, Torquato Tasso was received with great 
honour in Mantua, where he finished for the press his father’s 
FloridantCj published it in 1587, and revised his own^tragedy of 
lonismondo. ^lext year he visited his native town, and went also 
to Rome, where Scipione Gonzaga — now become Patriarch of Jeru- 
saleip — and others received him so well that he had new hopes, of 
which nothing came. The disease was rooted in him, though less 
fierce in its attacks. ‘ In Santa Anna he had considered himself to 
be molested by a troublesome spirit who stole his money, hid his 
keys, and tossed his papers out of order. Now he received imagi- 
nary visits from a courteous spirit with whom he was sometimes 
heard to talk. He thought also tjjat his mental disease had been 
healed miraculously by a vfiit from the Virgin Mary ^fn 1588 he 
tried to recover property of his mother s, from which he had been 
shut out by®her relations, and which was not obtained until the 
last year of his l|fe. He fohnd hospitality in Rome, in Florence,^ 
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Mantua, Naples, but was nowhere trusted with an office that 
would give him independent means, and was not the less restless 
and suspicjpus for being distressed by poverty and sickness. 

When this was his condition, Tasso set to work upon a new 
revision his Gerusalemnu Liberata^ which he completed, and 
marked by giving to the revised poem a distinct name as Gerusa- 
lenif^ Conguistata. He published this in 1593, and said in a 
letter that men would come ^to be thought fools who did not see 
how much better the poem was in its new form. But that last 
• revisit has been set aside, as giving evidence, even in work 
of his best genii^s, that Tasso’s ii\|nd was losing its best powers. 
To the saifie yme belongs also Tasso’s poem on the Severn Days 
of Creation — La Seite Gwrtiate del Hondo Create, 

At last a new patron was found in the Cardinal Cinzio Aldo- 
brdlhdini, nephew of Tope Clement VIII., who invited Tasso to 
come to Rome and be crowned Laureate in the Capitol. Tasso 
reached Rome in November 1594. Weather was then ill suited 
to an outdoor festival, and also the Cardinal was ill. The cere- 
mony was therefore put off till the next April. T^so recovered 
at this time enough of his mother's dowry, through the Pope's in- 
tervention, in a yearly rent-charge from' Prince Avellino, who held 
his mother’s estate. The Pope also settled upon him a pension 
of two hundred crowns. But he was wrecked as he came into 
harbour. lairing that winter his health wholly failed, and on the 
ist of April he went into the monastery of St. Onofrio, that he 
might die with pious care about him. He died in the very month 
^ of April which was to have been the month of his coronation « in 
the Capitol as the Italian Laureate. Cardinal Cinzio came to 
him in the hour of his death, on the 25th of A^il 1595, with the 
Pope’s benediction. “This,’’ said Tasso, “is the crown with 
whkh I hope to be crowned. It is not the glory of the poet’s 
laurel, but the glory of the blessed in heaven.” Ij^e died at the 
age of fifty-one, twenty years after the completion of those works 
by which he^on his place with the g»eat poets of Italy. He 
was buried in the Church of the Convent of St OQofilo, under a 
plain slab, inscribed only / 

Hic Jacet Torquatu/ Tassus. 



x8 


INTRODUCTION. 


Tasso's GerusaUmme Liberata is a more regular Epic than the 
great poem of Ariosto which precec|kl it. Orlando Furioso was, 
in forty-six cantos, a poet’s dream. Its distinct fancies played 
through one another with a lively grace, in lines as dedicate as 
might be traced by an enchanter for the moving figfires on a 
magic shield. Ariosto’s poem was begun as a continuation* of 
Bojardo’s Orlando Jnnamorato, Orlando — Roland--«was Enam- 
oured of the fair heathen, Angelica, daughter of Galaphron, 
King of Cathay. Where Bojardo broke off, Ariosto began ; and 
although a new life stirred in his verse, that separated Aiiosto’s 
poem from his predecessor’s both in form and substance, yet the 
want ,of a beginning would be a defect in epic tieatrnent of an 
action, if the action otherwise vrere one. But there* is want also 
of unity. 'Fhc search for Angelica runs through some twenty 
cantos. Then follows the madness of Orlando, caused by tiis- 
covering that she is married to Medoro. This yields a romance 
of great deeds done by the mad Paladin. At last Orlando’s 
reason is brought back to him in a bottle from the moon, and 
snuffed in through the nose. Ariosto did not aim at the produc- 
tion of an epic. With a fine spirit of raillery, that played with the 
theme in w'hich he took and gave delight, Ariosto brought the 
freshness of a new life ix\to contact with an older woild of thought. 
He flashed into the old life a radiance of youth by the warmth 
of his hand-grasp. Crude marvels of a romance of chivalry that 
had idealised fhe loves and wars and superstitions of the Middle 
Ages were touched by the new spirit that laughed at their 
absurdity, while it delighted in the opportunities they offered to 
the artist. In the higher literature of Europe, Ariosto’s Romance 
begins a new epoA as with a farewell festival, in which the young 
world has set all its lamps alight that it may cheerfully hid God- 
speed to the old. • 

It was an absolute farewell. In the lower literature of Europe 
old forms are repeated by a herd of imitators, but the men of 
genius who are the ♦oice.of life^for their own time? kindle from 
height to height new beacon-fires to stir successive generations to 
Ifce war f«r truth. Sj>enser, inspired in his youth by Ariosto, 
planned a romance similar in outward form, but wholly different 
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in spirit. He made it significant of all the conflicts of the time 
in which he lived, and of*Jne struggle to achieve the highest 
hopes of man. He was not only an artist who delighted in the 
picturesque imaginations of the past, but an Englishman who 
battled *fipr the future. Tasso^s Jerusalem Delivered came to 
hirp at tha beginning of his work as another of the great 
poen* of Jtaly, then newly published, and might seem to him 
as a link between Orlando Furioso and his Faerie Quecne. 
Tasso's poem was religioift, the w'ork of a good Catholic ; 
Spenser’s, the work of an active Protestant Reformer. How far 
the details of Tasso’s after-interpretation of the allegory of his 
poem — which w'll be found at *thc close of this volume, in 
Fairfax’s traeSlation — were in his mind while writing it, may be 
open to some question. Put there can be no doubt that he had, 
whde writipg, a broad sense of the Battle of Life, figured by the 
jioly War and all the difficulties that delayed the captiue of 
Jerusalem. If it was, as I think, no after-invention that made 
(lodfrey stand for the guiding power of Reason, and Rinaldo for 
the Combatant Power in affairs of life, there was distinct approach 
of Tasso to the manner of the “sage and serious Spenser,” whom 
Milton dared “ be known to think a better teacher than Scotiis or 
Aquinas.” 

But Tasso’s poem differed from Spenser’s as from Ariosto’s, m 
being a carefully planned Epic. It has one action, the Siege of 
Jerusalem ; |reat in itself, and mits consequences, <rom the poet’s 
point of view. This stood in Tasso’s poem as, in the Iliad, the 
Siege of Troy. And this gave its name to the poem, rather than 
Godfrey, as at first designed. Jerusalam was Tasso’s Ilion. To 
name the poem after Godfrey would be like# naming the Iliad 
after Agamemnon. The chief hero of Tasso’s action is not 
Geffrey but Rinaldo. His anger, like the anger of Achilles, for 
a time withdraws him from the siege. # The temptations of 
Armida have so obvious a significance, that their ^ain features 
were used bij^Spenser with^iittle thange^to crown the allegory of 
his second book. ^ 

A charm that Tasso shares witli Ariosto and wi!h Spenser lies 
in the sweet music of his verse, and jp his purity of style^ In 
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Ariosto's time there was no wide^read corruption of style by 
excess of ornament, 'lasso was njore, and Spenser most, open 
to temptation of a fashion that required elaboration of speech 
with simile and metaphor, with classical allusions, and ^11 figures 
of rhetoric. But Spenser set aside the fashion of hib day, and 
looked back with reverence to the simplicity of Chau(ber’s Engrish. 
He made that his model. Tasso, — the pure music of w^hose 

Aminta w^as, almost in his own day, neglected for the more 
ingeniously conceited Pastor Fuio of Guarini, — told his story 
of Jerusalem Delivered in clear musical stanzas, free fom all 
rhetorical exaggeration, and ^11 labour for ingenious tucks of 
thougjit. ^ c 

Fairfax, a good poet, but not a great one, could hot reproduce 
this exquisite simplicity. He translated into English verse after 
the manner of his own vigorous time, adorning, as he w^ent, with 
interwoven figures of speech, and bits of classical mythology. More 
than once he made Aurora rise with a blush out of the bed of 
Tithonus, as his neighbour poets did in England wiien they said 
that it was morning, but as Tasso never did. Sometimes he would 
seek to strengthen an image. When Tasso said that a hero w'as 
like Mars, Fairfax said Mars would have been afraid of him. But 
of Fairfax next. 
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T 7 DWARD RFAX, of Newhall, in the parish of Faiston, 
^ Yorkshire, \vas of a Yorkshiie family and marru^d ^to a 
Yorkshire woman. He wa'S born at Leeds. His father was Sir 
Thomas Fairfax of Denton and Nun Aj^jilcton and Hilborough, 
in \^)rk&hirt3u whose eldest sun, born at IJiI borough, w^as Thomas, 
first Lord Fairfax of Cameion in the Scottish peerage. Thomas 
w»as born in 1560, and lived to the age of eighty; but theie is 
no record of the birth-date of his brother Edward, w^ho died five 
years before him. Edward was very serviceable to his eldest 
brother, for he lived a studious life upon his own little estate 
near by, as one of the family (though his legitimacy has been 
doubted), and had looked after the education of his brother’s 
children. He had also the charge of his brother's affairs while 
his brother w^as much away on diplomatic and military service in 
the reign of f^ueeri Elizabeth. It was not until after the acces- 
sion of James I. that Thomas, first Lord Fairfax, settled down at 
•Denton, wdiere he gave attention to the breeding of his horses 
and carefully defined the duties of his servants. 

•* Edward Fairfax married a sister of Walter Laycock of Copman- 
thorpe in Yorkshire, and had several children of his ow-n. His 
translation of Tasso was his chief w'ork. It was first published 
in 1600, tow'ards the end of the reign of Elizaljeth, and dedicated 
to the Queen. It w-as valued greatly by King James, who gave 
It a first plac%in English poetryf It said to have solaced 
Charles the First in his confinemfnt, and Dryden regords that 
he and others had heard Waller say that he “derive(^thet harmony 
of his numbers from Godfrey of Bulloig^ied* , 

JEdvrard Fairfax wrote also twelve eclogue, of ifrh^h two or 



22 


INTRODUCTION. 


three have been printed and the rqjit are lost. He died in 1635, 
and was buried at Faiston on the 27th of Januaty, His wife 
survived him thirteen years. 

t 

Richard Carew, who had distinguished himself at Oxford 
in his student days, and afterwards, when Sheriff f)f C6rnwall, 
published a valuable Survey of Cornwall y published m 1594 a 
translation of the first five cantos of Tasso^s Gcrusalemme. 
Caiew printed his English \crs4on and the Italian origin^ facing 
each other, page for page, ,and his translation was accurate. 
I tal'.e, for example, the fourth stanza of the fijst book, where 
Fairfax has generalised into Princes Tasso's direct dedication to 
Alfonso II. : — 

I 

“ Thou noble-minded Alfonso, who dost save 
From foitunc's fury and to port dost steer 
Me, wandering pilgrim, midst of many a wave 
And many a rock betost, and drenched well near, 

My verse with friendly grace to accept vouchsafe, 

Which, as in vow, sacred to thee I bear 
One diy, peihaps, my pen forelialseiiing 
Will dare wdiat now of ihec 'tis purposing '' 

• 

Fairfax in his translation of the first five cantos show? now and 
then that he has read Carew's translation , but on the whole, here 
as through oift, he takes his own way, and writes like an English 
poet of his day, according to the fashion of his day, but with 
addition of the c\earest evidence of his delight in Spensen* 
Many a phrase and image used in the elaboration of his stanzas 
has been suggested to l^airfax I y his study of tlie Facnc Queency 
which was a new poem while he wrote ; its first three books 
published in 1590, its next three in 1596 ,; Fairfax's Tas^c in 
1600. He traiislfites, indeed, stanza for stanza, so that the 
numbering of his stanzas corresponds to that of the original. 
But he gives in hi& own way tUe sen,se of each st^j^za, or what he 
takes it be, when, as not ^seldom happens, he is doubtful, or 
goes, unipnscious of error, more or less astray as to the meaning 
of^t sentence. Spenser had planned his great poem early in life, 
to be a ^pifilual allegory with a poem of knights, ladies, and 
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enchantments, that was tcj have outward resemblance to the 
Orlando of Ariosto; onlynt was to be “in sage and solemn 
tunes ’ 

• ^ “Of turneys and of trophies hung, 

Of forests and enchantments drear, 

• * Where more is meant than meets the ear.’* 

While Spenser was planning and beginning to Nvrite, bassos 
Jerusalem Delivered came, "as a new poem, into liis hands. Ills 
plea^re in it was declared by touches of i)araphrabe and imita- 
tion in his verse. Of a beautiful song in the gaidcn of Arniida, he 
gave a poet's translation 111 the* last canto of his second book, 
where the (ftscription of the gaidens of Acrasia owed many a 
touch to recollections of Tasso. In such passages Fairfax trans- 
lated with Spenser in his mind. 

Fairfax’s worst blunders, or seeming blunders, in translation do 
little damage to the spiiit of his text. Thus 111 canto iii. stanzi 
32, the commonest inflexion of a familiar verb, to turn, 

which of course he knew, and, here as clscwhcie, iias translated 
lightly, slips through liis eye into his mind the rfame of a great 
liver, and we have this version of tliQ lines — 

“ Tal gran tauro talor re I’ampiotagone, 
volge t! Lorno ai cam 01 id’ 6 seguito, 

S’arreti an essi ; e s’a fuggir si pone, 

Gascun ritorna a seguitailo ardito.” 

“ As tlie swift urc, by Volgds rolling^ flood, 

Chased through the plams the mastiff curs tofurn, 

Flies to the succour of some neigbour wood, 

And often turns again his dreadful 
Against the dogs imbrued in sweat and blood, 

^ That bite not till the beast to flight return.” 

Here there is no blunder at all. Se volge il com^ is translated ; 
the image is correctly given, aljhough part is amplified and part 
condensed!* We only firiti that the word volge suggested to Fair- 
fax his addition of the river. In and after £liz£|J;>etli’s time river 
names were much used as ornaments of verse. •*" 

The English of Fairfax’s Tasso lias, in pronunciation and 
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vocabulary, some ring of the North. The letter is well 
sounded. When “ Carlos ” is translated “ Charles ” I have once 
or twice accented the “ e ” to remind the reader that the w'ord is a 
dissyllable. But the pronunciation is not Char-les, it is Char-els, 
the second syllable is made by the rolled “ r ” before tlie letter 
“1.” In the same way we find “pearls'^ used as a word o^two 
syllables — pearels — in the twenty-third stanza of the seventeenth 
canto, and so in another place w'lth the word “ curls.” A glance 
at the Glossary on the last pages of this volume, will show the use 
of Northern words, as “busk” and “bield.” The readei^may 
also now and then observe what Jooks like a false concord between 
noun and verb, caused by use, in a few places, of i^he* northern 
plural in “s,” or of the second person singular of the present indi- 
cative in “ es ” for “ est.” 

Fairfax interspersed old w^ords in his translation to grace an 
antique tale, for the same reason that caused Spenser to use them 
in T/ie Faerie Queene ; he had also, in this respect, by imi- 
tation and by likeness of experience, — for Spenser's family was 
also of the nqrth of England, — a Spenserian vocabulary. He 
often uses the prefix “y ” for the old “ge,” in past participles, as 
“yclept,” “ypraised.” Sometimes he adds the “n” of the infini- 
tive where it had been dropped by the usage of his time, — “ Two 
barons bold approachen gan the place ; ” “ Do thou permit the 
chosen ten to gone.” He has old plurals in “ n,” “ eyr\e,” “ fone,” 
“treen.” Sometimes he drops, sometimes retains, the “n” of a 
past participle, writing “know” for “‘known,” “bounden” for 
“bound.” Very commonly he takes the old indicative-present 
of the verb “to be,” using “ been” for “are.” Now and then he 
drops the sign of the past in a w'eak verb ending in “t.” In this 
edition, while the spelling has been modernised, archaic words and 
forms have been retained. ' 

As translator,^ accordmg to the fashion of his day in England, 
Fairfax turns many a direct and pimple sentence of his original 
into metaphor or simile, interweaves mythological an^S scriptural 
allusions, or (in(|s emphasis in a 4iomely English proverb, as “ A 
stick to beal?’<that dog he long had sought,” or “ Doubtless the 
county<^hought his bread wbll baken.” 
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With all this, Fairfax foiyid that the vowel-endings of Italian 
add many syllables that lingthen the expression of a thought 
while making it more musical Chaucers seven-lined stan/a 
perhajjs originated in his experience as a translator from the 
octave fhyme as it was used by Boccaccio. It is formed by 
striking out the fifth line, and so producing a new measure with 
a system of its own. Thus Chaucer translated eight lines into 
seven. Fairfax, by the compactness of his style, was led to 
devices of expansion as well as of addition. He set up triplets 
of wurds where Tasso had but one, and sometimes gave an air 
of condensed energy to a line th.'^t was in fact one bold expansion 
by a string 0 j|’ words. • 

When Tasso simply wrote (xiv. i) — 

• ‘‘ E i venticelli dibaltendo Tali 

Lusingavano il sonno dc’ mortali,'* 

Fairfax translated — 

** And sweet-breathed Zephyr on his spreading wing.s, 

Sleep, ease, repose, rest, peace, and quiet brings.’* 

When Tasso wTote— 

China poi, dissc, e gli addito ki terra, 

Gli occhi a cio che quel globo ultimo serra,** 

Fairfax, having used up the rest of the matter ef the stanza m 
five lines, and having three to fill, translated — 

t 

“ Then bend thine eyes on yonder earth and mould, » 

All in that mass, that globe and compass see, 

Land, sea, spring, fountain, man, beast, ^rass, and tree.” 

as an example of the frequent triplets in Fairfax, which 
became a favourite device, we may tJ^c the translation of 
Tasso’s — * • 

Ben sono in piVte aid** uom^a qiitel ch*io fui ; 

Ch* or da lui pendo, e mi rivolgo a lui.’* ^ 

Thus hath he changed my thoughts, my heart, my wil4 
And rules mine art, my knowledge, and my skill” • 
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Iteration is part of a speaker’s art, because the spoken word has 
wings, and may not always be caught an't is uttered. In our Church 
Service its use is recognised by frequent doublings of houns and 
verbs, as when we “acknowledge and confess our manifold sins 
and iniquities and the form of writing is not ill suited to a poem 
that one may imagine planned for recitation. Fairfax uses Jit to 
excess, but theic is so much robust vigour in his way of’Siuiting to 
his own time and country the contents of each successive stanza, 
and his own music is so clear and tuneful, that his translation 
still holds high place in our literature, among the books “tHht so 
did please Elira and our Janies, ’'-and have not lost their pleasant- 
ness b/ lapse of time. f- ' 
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' I 'HE story of Jerusalem Delivered is a romantic treatment of tho 
^ Kyst Crusade, which followed upon the preaching of Vetor 
the Hermit* supported “by Tope Uiban II., who, from* a high 
scaffold at the Council of Clermont, bade the Christians go on 
ttieir errand of love, to die and possess mansions in heaven, or 
to live and pay iheir vows before the Holy Sepulchre. "I'he 
Crusaders were to set out on the i'’eav->t of the Assumjition, 
August 15th, 1096. They weie a throng gatheied from all 
Christendom, of >vhich the chief among many leaders was God- 
frey, son of Eustace II,, Count of Ilouillon in the Ardennes, 
W'ho through his mother claimed descent from C'hailemagne. At 
the age of about foui-and-twenty he was with the Enipcior's 
force at the siege of Rome in 1084, and w^as the first to 
scale the W'alls For this service he was made Marquis of 
Antwerp and Duke of Lorraine. When the ( 3 rusade w^as being 
preached, he rose from a fever, shook off his disease, jiawned 
his lordshij) of llouillon for the loan of 1300 marks from the 
Church of Liege, and led a force of 80,000 foot-soldierS and 
10,000 horse to Constantinople, where he rescued a fellow- 
Crusader, Hugh of Veimandois, wdio w^as detained by the tireek 
Emperor Alexius. Then Godfrey took Antioch, achieved a 
victory over a great host of the Saracen# ^at Dorylceum, reached 
Jerusalem in 1099, and captuied the city aftSr a five weeks* 
siege. Injgthe Chnsliaij kin^lom oj Jerusalem then founded, 
Godfrey ruled for a year, but, refused to be crowded with gold 
where his Saviour had been crowned with thofts. t He repelled 
attacks of the Saracens, caused to^be drawm up a system of 
jurisprudence known as the Assizes of Jerusalem, and died in 

87 • • 
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the year iioo, honouied even by his enemies. His exploits, 
said Geoffrey of Vinsauf, “were as food in the mouth of their 
narrators.” His brother Baldwin was made his successor#.as 
King of Jeiusaleni. • * 

Othi-i leaders of this Crusade were Hugh, Count of Vfrmandojs, 
brother to the King of France, and Robert, Duke of Normatidy, 
bi other to the King of England. T^uke Robert had raised money 
by the jiawning of his dukedom. Tantred was son of the Marquis 
Odo the Good and Emma, sister of Robert Guiscard. Bohemond 

t 

was Robert fJuiscaid’s son, who inherited Tarentum and Apulia. 
Raymond, Count of Toulouse,* is fabled to have led to the 
Crusadts 160,000 horse and foot. * 
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rim ARGUMi'Kr. 

GckI s«’nds his angel to Torlosa clown, 

Gcjtlfic'y unites the C'hristwn l*eer-> and KnighK; 
And all the Louis and l'rinct*s of lenown 
Glwose him Ineir Duke*, to rule* the wais .ind lights. 
He niUbtf'Rth all his host, whoso nniiihor known, 
He sends them to the fort that Sion hights , , 

The aged i}iant Juda’s land that guides. 

In fear and trouble, to resist provides. 


T he sacred aimies, and the godly knight, i 

Thaf the great sepulchie of Christ did frec,» 

I sing ; much wrought his valour and foresight, 

And in that glorious war much suffered he ; 

In vam ’gainst him did Hell oppose her might, 

In vain the Turks and Morians armed be : 

His soldiers wild, to brawls and mutines pres*, 

Reduced he to peace, so Heaven him blest. 

0 heavenly Muse, that not with fading bays 2 

Deckest thy brow by the Heliconian spring, • ^ 

But sittest crowned with stars’ immortal rays 
In Heaven, ^here legions ^f bright angels sing; 

Inspire life in my wit, my thoughts upraise, 

My verse ennoble, and forgive th*e thing, » * 

If fictions light 1 mix with truth divine, * 

And 'fill these lines with other praise flian thine. * 

.c 

>r 
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Thither thou know’st the world is best inclined 3 

Where luring Parnass most his sweet imparts, 

And tiuth conveyed m verse of gentle kind 
To read perhaps will move the dullest hearts ; 

So wc, if children young diseased we find, 

Anoint with sw'eets the vessers foremost parts 
To make them ta'^te the potions sharp w’c gi\c ; 

They drink deceived, and so dereived, they live. 

Ye noble Princes, that piotect and save 4 

n'he Filj.'rim Muses, and their ship defend 
From rock of Ignorance and Error’s wave, 

Your gracious eyes upon this labour bend : 

To you these tales of love and conquest brave 
1 dedicate, to you this woik I send : 

My Muse hereafter shall pciiiaps unfold 
Your fights, }'our battles, and your combats bold. 

For if the Christian Princes ever strive «> 

To win lair Greece out of the tyrants' hands. 

And those usurping Ismaelites deprive 
Of woeful Thrace, which now ca}>tivi5d stands, 

You must from realms and seas the Turks forth drive. 

As Godfrey chased them from Jiida's lands. 

And in this legend, all that glorious deed, 

Read, whilst you arm you ; arm you, whilst you read. 

Six years were lun since first in inailial guise 6 

The Christ- m Lords warraid the eastern land ; 

Nice by assault, and Antioch by surprise, 

Both fair, botli rich, both won, both conquered stand, * 

And this defended they in noblest wise 

'Gainst I’ersian knights and many a valiant band ; 

Tojtosa wor, lest winter might them shend, 

They drew to holds, and coming spring attend. 

The sullen season now was come and gone, 7 

That forced them late cease from their noble war, 

When Goi Almighty from his lofty throne. 

Sot in those parts of ^feaven \hat purest are, 

(As far above the clear stars very one, 

As It is^'heace up to the highest star) 

Looked down, and all at once this world beheld, 

Each land, each city, country, town and field. 
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All things he viewed, at last in Syria stayed 
Upon the Christian Lords his gracious eye, 

I'hat wondrous look wheiewith he oft surveyed 
Men's seCiet thoughts that most concealed lie 
JJe oast on puissant Godfrey, that assayed 
To dri^e the Turks from Sion's bulw'arks high, 

• And, fall of zeal and faith, esteemed Jiglit 
ift.ll worldly honour, empire, treasure, might : 

In Baldwin next he spied anothci thought, 

Whom spiiits proud to vain ambition move: 

Ta#crcd he saw his life's joy set at nought, 

So woe-begong was he with pains of love : 

Boemorjjd the conquered iolk of Antioch brought. 

The gentle ^oke of Christian rule to pro\ c 

lie taught them law*^, statutes and customs new, 

^ ^ Arts, crafts, obedience, and religion tiuc ; 

And with such care his busy work he plied. 

That to nought else his acting thoughts he bent : 

In young Kinaldo lieice desires he spied, 

And noble heait of rest impatient ; 

To \vealth or sovxreign power he nought applied • 
His wits, but all to virtue excellent ; 

Patterns and rules of skill, and courage bold, 

He took from Guelpho, and his fathers old. 

• 

Thus w'hen the Lord discovered had, and seen 
The hidd&i secrets of each worthy’s breast, » 

Gut of the hierai clues of angels sheen 
The gentle (labiiel called he from the rest, 

'Twixt God and souls of men that iightcous been 
Ambassador is he, for ever blest,* 

The just commands of Heaven's Eteinal Kyig, 
'Twixt skies and earth, he up and down doth bring. 

*To whom the Lord thus spake : “ Godfredo find. 

And in my name ask him, why doth he re*sfc ? 

Why be his arms to ease and peace resigned ? 

Why frees^e not Jerusa^sm diitrest?^ 

His peers to counsel call, each baser mind 
Let him stir up ; for, chieftain of the rest • * 

1 choose him here, the earth shall him allow, • 
His fellows late shall be his subjects now." 
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This said, the ang^el swift himself prepared 13 

To execute the charge imposed aright, 

Ii\ form of airy members fair imbarcd, 

1 1 is spirits pure were subject to our sight, 

Like to a man in show and shape he fared, 

But full of heavenly majesty and might, 

A stripling seemed he thrice five winters old, 

And radiant beams adorned his loi,ks of gold. 

Of silver wings he took a shining pair, 

Vringed with gold, un\.'caried, nimble, swift ; 

With these he parts the winds, the clouds, the air. 

And over seas and earth himself doth lift, • 

Thus clad he cut the spheres and circles fair, 

And the pure skies with sacred feathers clift ; 

On Libanon at first his foot he set, 

And shook his wings with rory May dews wet. 

Then to Tortosa's confines swiftly sped 15 

The sacred messenger, wdth headlong flight ; 

Above the eastern wave appeared icd 
The rising sun, yet scantly half m sight ; 

Godfrey e 4 en then his morn-devotions said, 

As was Ins custom, when with Titan biight 
Appealed the angel in his shape divine, 

Whose glory far obscured Plnebus^ shine. 

Godfrey,” quoth he, “behold the season iit ^ 16 

To war, foi? which thou >vaited hast so long, 

Now selves the time, if thou o’erslip not it. 

To free Jerusalem from thrall and wrong : 

Thou with thy Lords in council quickly sit ; 

Comfort the feeble, and confirm the strong. 

The Lord of Hosts their general doth make thee, 

And for their chieftain they shall gladly take thee. 

** I messenger from everlasting Jove, 17 

In his gre^t name thus his behests do tell ; 

Oh, what sure hope of conquest ought thee move, 

What zeal, what love ^ould ih thy bosom dwell 
This said, he vanished to tho^e seats above. 

In heig^ht and clearness which the rest excel. 

Down* fell the Duke, his joints dissolved asunder, 

Ik Blind with the liglit^ and strucken dead with wonder. 
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But when recovered, he considered more, i 8 

The man, his manner, and his message said ; 

If erst he wishdd, now he long<5d soi e 
To end tliat war, whereof he Lord was made ; 

Nor dwelled his breast with uncouth pride therefore, 

That fteaven on him above this charge had laid, 

• But, f3r his gieat Creator would the same, 

^lis \yill increased : so fire augmenteth flame. 

The captains called forthwfth from every tent, 19 

Unto the rendezvous he them invites ; 

Lel^cr on letter, post on post he sent, 

Entrcatance fair witli counsti he.unitcs, 

All, vhat a noble courage could augment, . 

The sleeping spark of valour Avhat incites, 

He used, that all their thoughts to honour raised, 
m Some piaised, some paid, some counselled, all pleased. 

The captains, soldiers, all, save Boemond, came, 20 

And pitched their tents, some in the fields withoin, 
borne of gieen boughs their slender cabins frame, 
borne lodg<5d were Tortosa's streets about, 

Of all the host the chief of worth and name • 

Assembled been, a senate grave and ,stout ; 

Then Godfrey, after silence kept a space, 

Lift up his voice, and spake with princely giace. 

“Warriorj, whom God himself elected hath 
His worship true in bion to restoie, • 

And still preserved from danger, harm and scath, 

By many a sea and many an unknown shore, 

You have subjected lately to his faith 
Some provinces rebellious long before : 

And after conquests great, have m the same 
Erected trophies to his cross and name. 

• 

“But not for this our homes we first foisopk, 

And from our native soil have marched so fsfl: : 

Nor us to dangerous seas have we betook, 

Exposed td^hazard of so Jhr sought was^ 

Of glory vain to gain an idle snv>ok, 

And lands possess that wild and barbarous arc ; 

That for our conquests were too mean a prey, 

To shed our bloods, to work our souls' decay. 
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“ But this the scope was of our former thought, — 
Of Sion’s fort to scale the noble wall, 

The Christian folk from bondage to have brought, , 
Wherein, alas, they Lnig have liv^d thrall, 

In Palestine an empire to have wrought, 

Where godliness might reign perpetual, ^ 

And none be left, that pilgrims might denay 
To see Christ’s tomb, and promised vows to pay. 

“ What to this hour successively Is done 
Was full of peiil, to our honour small. 

Nought to our first design nient, if we shun 
The purposed end, oi here ^ic fixdd all. • 

What bools It us these wars to have begun, ^ 
f>r Europe raised to make proud Asia thrall, 

If our beginnings ha\e this ending known. 

Not kingdoms raised, but armies overthrown? 

** Not as we list erect we empires new 
On fiail foundations laid in earthly mould. 

Where of our faith and country be but few 
Among the thousands stout of I’agans bold, 

Where nought behoves us trust to (Greece untrue, 
And Western aid we far removed behold : 

Who buildeth thus, mcthiiiks, so buudeth he, 

As if his work shguld Ins sepiilchie be. 

“ Turks, Persians conquered, Antiochia won, ^ 
Be gloriou'f acts, and full of glorious praise, 

By Heaven’s mere giare, not by our prowess done: 
'Phose conquests were achieved b> wondious ways, 
if now from that directed epurse we run 
The (iod of Battles thus before us lays. 

His loving kindness shall we lose, I doubt, 

And be a byword to the lands about. 

Let not these blessings then sent from above 
Abust^d b^ or sjJilt m profane wise, 

But let the issue correspondent prove 

To good beginnings of each feteiptfCse ; < 

The geptlc season might our^courage move, 

Now e)*erf passage plain and open lies . 

What lets us then the great Jerusalem 
With valiant squadrons round about to hem ? 
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“ Lo»ls, I protest, and hearken all to it, 

Ye limes and ages, future, present, past, 

Hear all^e blessdd in the heavens that sit, 

The time for this achievement hasteneth fast : 
TheS<jnger rest worse will the season fit, 

Our sureties shall with doubtb be overcast. 

• If we forslow the siege I well foresee 
^'ron\ Egypt will the Fagans sutcourod be.'* 

This said, the hermit Peter rose and spake, . 

Who sate in counsel those great Lords among, — 

“A my request this war was undertake, 

In private ccli, who erst lived closed long, 

What (»odfie\ wdlls, of that no questi()n make. 

There cast no doubts wheVe tiuth is jilain and strong, 
Y6ur acts, I trust, will correspond Ins speech, 

» Yet one thing more I w^3uld you gladly teacli. 

These strifes, unless I fiir mistake the thing, 

And discurda raised oft in disordeied sort, 

Your disobedience and ill mai’agmg 
Of actions lost, for want of due support, 

Refer I justly to a further spring, 

Spring of sedition, strife, oppres*>ion, tort, 

I mean commanding pow'cr to sundry given, 

In thought, opinion, worth, estate, ur\even. 

« 

“Where fivers Lords divided cmpiie hold, 

Where causes be by gifts, not justice tried, ' 
Wheic offices be falsely bought and sold, 

Needs must the lordship there from vtiliie slide. 

Of frienaly parts one body then uphold, 

Create one head, the rest to rule and guide : 

To one the regal power and sceptre give, * 

That henceforth may your King and Sovereign live*. 

• 

And therewith stayed his speech. O grarjious Muse, 
What kindling motions in their breasts do fi-y ? f 
With grace divine the hermit's talk infuse, 

That in lh«ir hearts his ^*ords Viay fructify ; 

By this a virtuous concoid they did choose, ^ 

And all contentions then began to die ; * • 

The Princes with the multitude agree, ’ 

That Godfrey ruler of those wars should be. 
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This power they ^ave him, by his princely right, 

All to command, to judge all, good and ill. 

Laws to impose to lands subdued by might. 

To maken war both when and where he will, 

To hold in due subjection eveiy wight, 

Their valours to be guided by his skill ; 

This done, report displays her tell-tale wings, 

And to each ear the news and tidings bringj. 

She told the soldiers, who allowed him meet 
And well deserving of that soveicigii place, 

Their first salutes and acclamations sweet 
Received he, with love and gentle grace ; « 

After their reverence done with kind regrcct 
Requited was, with mild and cheerful lace, 
lie bids his armies should the following day 
On those fair plains their standards proud display. 

The golden sun rose from the silver wave, 

And with his beams enamelled every green, 

When up arose each waiiioi bold and brave, 
Glistering in filed steel and aimour sheen, 

With jolly plumes ihcir crests adorned they have, 
And all toforc their chieftain mustered been : 

He from a mountain cast liis cut ions sight 
On every footman and on every knight. 

My mind^ Time’s enemy, Oblivion’s foe, ^ 

Disposer true, of each noteworthy thing, 

Oh, let thy virtuous might avail me so, 

That I each troop and captain gieat may sing, 

That in this glorious war did famous giow, 

*I"orgot till now by Time’s evil handling : 

This work, dtiiv^d from thy ireasurc-^ dear, 

Let all times hearken, nevei age outucai. 

The French came foremost battailous and bold, 

Late led by^^Hugo,* brother to then King, 

From France the isle that rivers four infold 
With rolling sti earns des^cendin'g fiom their spring,* 
But Hugo dead, the lily fair of^gold, 

Their wqnted ensign they tofore them bring, 

Under 'Clothanus great, a captain good, 

♦And hardy knight isprong of princes' blood 
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A thousand were they in strong armours dad, 38 

Next whom there marchdd forth another band, 

That number, nature, and instruction had, 

Like theift to fight far off or charge at hand, 

All valiant Normans by Lord Robert lad, 

The njftive Duke of that renown<$d land, 

• Two b^hops next their standards proud upliare. 

Called Reverend William, and (iood Adcinarc. 

Their jolly notes they chanted loud and clear 39 

On merry mornings at the mass divine, 

Anc> horrid helms high on their heads they bear 
When their fie4:ce couiage they to war incline : 

The first hundred horsemen gathered neai 
To Orange town, and lands that it tonfine : 

IjuI Ademare the Poggiau >outh brought out, 

^ In number like, in hard assays as stout. 

Baldwin, his ensign fair, did next disprcacl 40 

Among his Bulloigners of noble fame, 

His brother gave liim all his troops to lead, 

When he commandei of the field became ; 

The Count Caimto did him straight suLCoed, 

Grave in advice, well skilled m Mars Jus game, 

P'our hundred brought he, but so many thrice 

Led Baldwin, clad m gildeii arms of price. 

• 

Guelpho next them the land and place posscst, 41 

Whose fortunes good with his great acts agree, » 

By his Italian sire, fro the house of Est, 

Well could he bring his noble pedigree, 

A German born with rich possessions blest, 

A w'orthy branch spiung from the Guclphian tree. * 

’Twixt Rhone and Danubie the land contaii%ed 
He ruled, where S waves and Rhctians whilom icigned. 

^is mother’s heritage w^as this and right, 42 

To. which he added more by conquest got,* • 

From thence approved men of passing might 
He broughJi that death danger feaidd not : 

It was their wont in feasts to spend the night, 

And pass cold days in baths and houses hot. » * 

Five thousand late, of which now scantly arc * 

The third part left, such is the chante of war, * 
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The nation then with crisped locks and fair, 43 

That dwell between the seas and Arden Wood, 

Where Mosel stie.iins and Rhene the meadow wear, 

A battel soil for ^^rain, for pasture good, * ^ 

Their islanders with them, who oft repair f * 

Their earthen hiilwaiks ’gainst the ocean flood, * 

The flood, elsewhere that ships and barks devour^, * 

liut there drowns cities, countries, towns and towers ; • 

Both in one troop, and but a thousand all, 44 

Under another Robert fierce they iiin. 

Then the English squadron, soldiers stout and tall, • 
liy William led, their sovereign’s younger son,, 

Tliese ai chela be, and with them come withal, , 

A jieople near the Northern Tole that wone, * 

Whom Ireland sent frorr loughs and foiests lioar. 

Divided far by sea from Euiope’s shore. ^ 

Tancredi next, nor ’mongst them all was one, 45 

Rinald e\ccpt, a pniioe of greater miglit. 

With majesty hn noble countenance shone. 

High were his thoughts, his heart was bold in fight, 

No shameful vice his woilh had overgone, 

His fault was love, by unadvised sight, 

Bred in the dangcis of adventurous arms, 

And nursed with ^rIefs, with sorrows, woes, and haims. 

Fame tells, that on that cver-blcssed day, 46 

When Chn9i.ian swords with Peisian blood W'cre dved. 

The furious I’r.ticc Tancicdi fiom that fray 
His cowaid foes ciiase'd through lorests wide. 

Till tiled with the fight, the heat, the w’ay, 

* He sought some place to re^t his wearied side. 

And dicw him near a sih'cr stream that played 
Among wild herbs under the gieenwood shade. 

A Pagan damsel there un wares he met, 4 ? 

In shiuing^stecl, cifl save her visage fair, 

Her hair unbound she made a wanton net, 

To catch sweet breathing from the goofing air. « 

On her at gaze his longing looks he set, 

Sight, fonder ; wonder, love ; love bred his care : 

O love, O wonder; love new horn, new bied, 

« Now grown, now axined, this champion captive led. 
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Her helm the virgin donned, and but some wight 4S 

She feared might come to aid him as they fought, 

H^courage earned to have assailed the knight ; 

Y|^t thence she fled, uncompanied, unsought, 

And feft her image in his heart ipight ; 

Her &v\ce^ idea wandered through his thought, 

Her shape, her gesture, and her place in mind 
fle kept, and blew lovers fire with that wind. 

Well might you read his sicTcness in his eyes, 49 

Them banks were full, then* tide was at the flow. 

His liclp far »)ff, his hurt within hun lies, 

His hojK’S unst?iiiig. Ins rares were fit to mow ; 

Kighl hiAidrgd horse (funn.Chainpnin came) he guies, » 
t liainpain a land where wealth, case, pleasuie, gi«>w, 

Rich Nature's pomp and pride, the Tnihcne main 
Theie woos the hills, hills woo the valleys jflam. 

Two hundred Greeks came next in fight well tried, 50 

Not surely arnieil m steel or iron strong, 
liut each a glaive liad pendant by lus sulc, 

7 heir bows and (juivers at their shoulders hung. 

Their horses well inuicd to chase and nde, 

In diet spaie, iintired with labour long ; 

Ready to charge, and to retire at will, 

'rhough broken, scattered, fled, they skirniish still ; 

Talinc their guide, and except Tatinc, none 51 

Of all the Giceks went with the Chribiian host ; 

O sin, O shame, O Gicecc accurst alone ! 

Did not this fatal w'ar affront thy coast ? 

^ Yet satest thou an idle lookcr-rtn, , 

And glad attendost wliich side w’on or lost : 

Now if thou be a bondslave vile become, * 

No wrong is that, but God’s most righteous doom. 

# 

In Older last, but first in worth and fame, • 52 

Unfeared in fight, untired with hurt or woun 3 , » 

The noble squadron of adventurers came, 

Terrors to a!l that tread db Asian ground : 

Cease Orpheus of thy Minois, Arthur shame , 

To boast of Lancelot, or thy table round : • 

For these whom antique times with laurel drest, 

These far exceed them, thee, and all the rest. 
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Dudon of Consa was their guide and lord, 

And for of worth and birth alike they been. 

They chose him captain, by their free accord, 

For he most acts had done, most battles seen ; 
Grave was the man in years, in looks, in word, 

His locks were grey, yet was his courage green, 

Of worth and might the noble badge he b jrc, 

Old scars of grievous wounds received uf yore. 

After came Eustace, well estcemdS man 
For Gi)dfrey's sake his bi other, and his own ; 

The King of Norway’s heir Ciernando than, 
l*roud of his father’s title, soiptre, crown ; 

Roger of Ilalnavill, and Engcrlan, . ^ 

h'or haidy knights apjirovcd were and known ; 
IJcsicles were numbered in that warlike tram 
Rambald, Genlcnio, and the (icrnirds twain. 

Ubaldo then, and puissant Rosiraond, 

Of Lancaster the heir, in rank succeed ; 

Let none foiget Obi/o of Tuscain land, 

Well worthy piaise for many a worthy deed ; 

Nor lliosc three bictliren, Lombards tierce and yond. 
Achilles, Sfor/a, and stern Palamcde ; 

Nor Otton’s shield he conquered in those slowrcs, 
In which a snake y naked child dcvouis, 

Guaschcr and Raiphe in valour like there was, 

The one and’ other (iuido, famous both, 

Gcrmer and Kberard to overpass. 

In foul oblivion would my Muse be loth, 

.With his (>ildippes dear, Edward alas, 

A loving pair, to war among them go'th 
In bond of virtuous love together tied, 

Together served they, and together died. 

In school of love ac'e all things taught we sec, 

There leart.ed tiifs maid of arms the ireful guise, 

Still by his side a faithful guard wxnt she, 

One true-love knot then* lives together ties, 

No wou^id to one alone could* dangerous be, 

But eaeix tfie smart of other’s anguish tries, 

^ If one were hurt, the other felt the sore, 

She lost her blood, he spent his life therefore. 
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But these and all, Rinaldo far exceeds, 

Star of his sphere, the diamond of this ring. 

The nest where courage with sweet mercy biccds : 

A comef worthy each eye’s wondering, 

His*years are fewer than his noble deeds, 

His Milt is ripe soon as his blossoms spring, 
t Armdd, a Mars, might coyest Venus move, 

'^And if disarmed, then God himself of Love. 

Sophia by Adige’ flowery bank him bore, 

Sophia the fair, spouse to Bertoldo great, 

Fifi»mother for that pearl, and before 
The tender mjp was weaned from the teat. 

The Pipicess ^laud him took, in Mrtuc’s lore 
She brouglA him up fit -for each worthy feat. 

Till of these wars the golden trump he hears, 

That soiindeth glory, fame, praise in his cais. 

And then, though scaiitly three limes live years old. 
He fled alone, by many an unknown coast, 

O’er /Egcan Seas by many a Greckish hold, 

Till he arrived at the Christian host ; 

A noble flight, adventurous, brave, and bold, 
Whereon a %'aliant piince might justly boast, 

Three years he served in field, when scant begin 
Few golden hairs to deck his ivoiy chin. 

The horsemen past, their void-left stations fill 
The bands on fool, and Re>mond them beforn, * 

Of Tholousc lord, fiom lands near Pir.ene Hill 
By Garound streams and salt sea billows woi n, 

Four thousand foot he brought, well armed, and skill 
Had they all pains and travel to have borne, 

Stout men of arms and with their guide of power 
Like Troy’s old town defcnced with llion’s tower. 

'Next Stephen of Amboise did five thousand lead, 

The men he piest from Tours and Blois bul^late, ^ 
To hard assays unfit, unsure at need, 

Yet armed J;o point in woll-atteftipted plate, 

The land did like itself the people breed, 

The soil is gentle, smooth, soft, delicate ; * 

, Boldly they charge, but soon retire for doubt, * 
Like fire of straw, soon kindled, soon burnt out. 
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The third Alcasto marched, and with him 
The boaster brought six thousand Switzers bold, 
Audacious were their looks, their faces grim, 

Strong castles on the Alpine clifts they hold, 

Their shares and coulters broke, to armours trim 
They change that metal, cast m warlike mould, * 
And vith this band late heids and flocks that gifjde, 
Now kings and realms he threatened and defied,' 

The glorious standard last to Hehven they sprad, 

With Peter's keys ennobled and his ciown, 

With It seven thousand stout Camillo had, 

Embattail<5d in walls of iron brown : , 

In this adventure and occasion, glad , 

So to levivc the Romans* old renown, ‘ 

(h prove at least to all of wiser thought. 

Their hearts w ere fertile land although unwrought. 

Hut now was pass<5d every regiment. 

Each band, eacli troop, each person worth regard 
When (lodfrey with his lords to counsel weni, 

And thus the JHikc his princely will dccl ired : — 

“ I will when day next cleais the tirmament, 

Our loadyhosi m haste be all prepared, 

Clo.-.ely to mai cli to Sion’s noble wall, 

Unseen, unheard, ^or undesened at all 

“ Prepare v ou then for travel strong and light, 

Fierce to tht. combat, glad to victory.” 

And with that word and warning soon was dight, 

Each soldier, longing for near coming glory, 

Impatient he they of the morning bright, 

* Of honour so them pricked the mcmoiy : 

Hut yet then chieftain had conctive^l a fear 
Within his heart, but kept it secret there. 

For he by faithful ,s])ial was assured. 

That Egypt’s Kihg was forward on his way, 

And to arrive at Gaza old procured, 

A fort that on the Syrian frontiers lay, « 

Nor thinks he that a man to ^ar$ inured 
Will ai|&ht»forslow, or in his journey stay, 

For If ell he knew him for a dangerous foe : 

An herald called he then, and spake him so ; — 
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A pinnace take thee swift as shaft from bow, 68 

And speed thee, Henry, to the Greeki'^h main, 

There should arrive, as I by letters know 
From one that never aught reports in vain, 

A val-ant youth in whom all vittues flow, 

To help us this gieat conquest to obtain, 

The Prmce of Danes he is, and brings to war 
/* troop with him from under the Ari,tic star. 

“And for I doubt the Crreekish monarch sly 6o 

Will use with him some of his wonted ciaft, 

To ifiSLy his passage, or diveit awry 
Elscwheie his loites, his fust journey laft. 

My heiald good and messenger well ti), 

See that thcje succoujs be not us berafl, 

]iut send him thence with such convenient speed 
^ As with his honour stands and rtitli our need. 

“ Return not thou, but Legier stay behind, 70 

And move the Greekish Ih ince to send us aid, 

Tell him his kingly promi&e doth him bind 
To give us succour^., by his covenant made 
This said, .and tlius instruct, his letteis signed 
The trusty herald look, nor longer stayed, 

liut sped him thence to done his Lord's behest, 

And thus the Duke reduced his llioughts to lest. 

Aurora bright her crystal gaies unbarred, 7 i 

And bridegioom-hke forth slept the glorious sun. 

When trumpets loud and ch'irions shrill were heard, 

And every one to rouse him fierce begun, 

Sweet music to each hcait for war prepared, 

The soldiers glad by hCcaps to harness run ; 

So if with drought endangered be their grain, 

Poor ploughmen joy when thunders promise ram. 

Some shirts of mail, some coats of plate put on, 72 

Some donned a cuirass, some a corslet bnghi, 

And halbert some, and some a habergeon, 

So every on^ in arms was* quickly dight, 

His wonted guide each soldier t|inds upon, 

Loose in the wdnd wavdd their banners light, . , 

Their standard loyal towards Heaven they spread, 

The cross triumphant on the Pagans *dead. 
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Meanwhile the car that bears the lightning brand 73 

Upon the eastein hill was mounted high, 

And smote the glistering armies as they stand, 

With quivering beams which dared the wondering eye, 

That Phaeton-likc it lired sea and land, * 

The sparkles seemed up to the skies to fly, 

The horses* neigh and clattering armours* sound 
Pursue the echo over dale and down. 

Their general did with due care ‘provide 74 

To save his men from ambush and from train, 

Some troops of horse that lightly armed ride * 

He sent to scour the wooers and forests mainj 
IJis pioneers their busy work applied c 

To even the paths and make the highways plairf, 

They filled the pits, and smoothed the rougher giound, 

And opened e\cry strait they closed found. ^ 

They meet no forces gathered by their foe, 75 

No towers dcfenccd with Vampire, moat, or wall. 

No stream, no wood, no mountain could forslow 
Their h.isty pace, or stop their march at all : 

So when his banks the prince of rivers, Po, 

Doth ovcrswell, he breaks with hideous fall 

The mossy rocks and trees o’ergrown with age, 

Nor aught withstands his fury and his rage. 

The King of Tripoli in every hold ^ 76 

Shut up hii men, munition and his treasure, 

The straggling troops sometimes assail he would, 

Save that he durst not move them to displeasuic ; 

He stayed their rage with presents, gifts and gold, 

And led them through his land at ease and leisure, 

To kecj) hi!, realm in peace and lest he chose, 

With what conditions Godfrey list impose. 

Those of Mount peir, that neighboureth by east *77 

The Holx- City, 'faithful folk each one, 

Down from the hill descended most and least. 

And to the Christian Puke heaps they gone, • 

And welcome him and his wjth joy and feast ; 

On hii£ t)Jey smile, on him they gaze alone, 

And*ivcre his guides, as faithful from that day 
As Hesperus, that leads the sun his way. 
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Along the sands his armies safe they guide 78 

By ways secure, to them well known befoie. 

Upon the rumbling billows fraughted ride 
The aitn^d ships, coasting along the shore, 

Which Ibr the camp might every day provide 
bring munition good and victuals store : 

Tbe isles of Greece sent in provision meet, 

And stdre of wine fioin Scios came ami Cicte. 

« 

Great Neptune grieved underneath the load 79 

Of ships, hulks, galleys, barks and brigantines, 

In all the mid-earth seas was left no road 
Wherein the Pagan liis bold sails untwines, 

Spread was t5ic huge Armado, wide and broad, 

From Venice, Genes, and towns which them contino-;, 

Froqji Holland, England, France and Sicil sent, 

** And all for Juda ready bound and bent. 

All these together were combined, and knit So 

With surest bonds of love and fiiendship strong. 

Together sailed they fraught with all things fit 
To service done by land that might belong, 

And when occasion served disbarkifd it, 

Then sailed the Asian coasts and isles along ; 

Thither with speed their hasty course they jdied. 

Where Christ the Lord for our offences clicd. 

The brazen trump of iron-w’inged fame, ' 81 

That mingleth faithful troth with forged lies, 

Foretold the heathen how the Christians came. 

How thitherward the conquering aimy hies, 

Of eveiy knight it sounds the Av»)rth and name, 

Each troop, each band, each sepadron it descnei-) 

And thrcatenelh death to those, fire, sword, and slaiiglitc r 
Who held captiv^d Israel’s fairest daughter. 

» 

> 

The fear of ill exceeds the evil we fear, • , 82 

For so our present harms still most annoy us, 

Each mind is ijrest and opci ever/ car , 

To hear new tidings though they np way joy us, 

This secret rumour whispered evcryw'here » *, 

About the town, these Christians will destroy us. 

The agdd king his coming evil that knew, 

# Did cursed thoughts in his false heart renew. * , 
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This agt^d prince yclep(5d ALidine, 

RuliSd in care, new sovereign of this state, 

A tyrant erst, but now his fell engine 
ilis graver age did somewhat mitigate. 

He heard the western lords w'ould undermine 
His city’s wmU, and lay his towers prostrate. 

To former fear he adds a new-comc doubt, 
Treason he fears within, and foice without. 

For nations twain inhabit there and dwell 
Of sundry faith togethci in that town. 

'I'he lesser part on Chiist believed well. 

On 'lermagant the more ancl on ^^ahown, 

IJut when this king had made this coiujurst fell. 
And brought that legion subject to his crown. 

Of burdens aU he set the I'ayninis large. 

And on poor Christians laid the double chaigc. 

His native wrath revived with this new thought. 
With age and yeais that weakened was of >oic. 
Such madness in his cruel bosom wrought, 

'I'hat now than ever blood he thiisteth more? 

So stings a snake iliat to the tire is brought. 
Winch harmless lay benumbed wuth cold before, 

A lion so his rage renewed hath. 

Though tame before, if he be moved to wrath. 

“ I see,” qiK>th he, *• •'Ome e.xpectalion vain. 

In these false Chiisiians, and some new content. 
Our common loss they trust will be then gain. 
They laugh, we weep , they )oy while w’e lament; 
And more, perchance, by treason or by tram, 

To murder usJ.hey secretly consei.i, 

Or otherwise to work us haim and woe. 

To ope the graes, and so let in our foe, 

I3ut lest^they should effect their cuisdfd will. 

Let us destroy this serpent on his ncst ; 

Both young and old, let us tl«s people kill, 

The tender infants at {heir mothers' breast, 

Their Koures burn, their holy temples fill 
With bodies slain of those that loved them best. 
And on that tomb \hey hold so much in price, 
Let’^ offer up their priests in sacrifice.'’ 
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Thus thought the tyrant in his tiaitorous mind, 88 

But duist not follow what. he had decreed, 

Yet if thd^^nnoccntb some mercy find, 

From*cowaidice, not truth, did that jiroceod. 

Jlis noUle foes durst not his cia\en kind 
£xasperate by such a bhuidy deed. 

Bwr if lie need, what grace could then be got* 

If thus* of peace he broke or looked the knot ? 

His villain heart his cursed rage restrained, 8o 

To oJjier thoughts he bent his fierce de^-irc. 

The '-uburbs hist flat witli the earth he plained. 

And burnt then buildings mth devouring fire, 

Loih was thetwrctch the Frenchman should have gained 
Or help or ease, by finding aught entiie, 

Cedton, Bethsaida, and each watering else 
Empoisoned he, both fountains, springs, and wells. 

So wary wise this child of darkness was ; 

'riic city^s self he stmngly fortifies. 

Three sides by site it ^^eil defenced has, 

That’s only weak that to the northward lies ; 

With mighty bars of long enduring brass, 

The ''teel-boiind doors and non gates he ties, 

And, lastly, legions armed well provides 
Of subjects born, and hired aid besides! 
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GODFREY OF bulloiv:;ne. 


THE ARGUMENT. 

Ismeno conjun**;, but hm cha.rni'; nn* vuin: 
Al.uhm* will kill the C hnstians in Ins iro 
Sophronia unci Olmdo wiiuUl bf* sknn 
'lo s,ivo tho r<'st, the Kinij grants thoir tlomro ; 
i lorind.i hoars thou fact .ind Imtune'. plain, 

'I heir pardon ^('ts and keeps them ftom tin* lire: 
Argantos, when Alotos’ spfs hi s are 
T)i*&pised, defies the Duki* lo mortal war. 


W HILE ‘\hus the tyrant bends his thoughts to arms, 
Ismei'O gan toforc his sight appear, 

Ismen dead bones laid in cold graves that warms 
^And makes them speak, smell, taste, touch, see, and hear 
Ismen with terror of his mighty charms. 

That makes giV:at I>is in deepest Hell to fear, 

That binds and looses souls condemned to woe. 

And sends the devils on errands to and fro. 

A Christiaan once; Macon he now adores. 

Nor could he quite his wonted faith forsake, 

But in his wicked arts both ofl implores 
Help from the Lord, and aidifrom Pluto black ; 

He, frem Seep caves by Acheron’s dark shoios, 

Where Circles vain and spells he used to make, 

To advise his king m these extremes is come, 
Achitophel so c6un soiled Absalom. 
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“ My liege,” he says, ** the camp last hither moves, 

The axe is laid unto tins cedar s root, 

But le* us work as valiant men behoves, 

F^r b<)ldest hearts good foitune helpeth out : 

Your princely care your kingly wisdom proves, 

Well Iuve you laboiiied, well foreseen alioiit ; 

, If each perfoirn his charge and duty so 

Ncught but his grave heie conquer shall your foe. 

• 

“From surest castle of my secret cell 
Ucome, part^iker of your good and ill, 

What counsel sage, or magic’s sacred spell 
May profit us, all that peiform*! will ; 

'I'he sprues impure from bliss that whilom fell 
Shall to yuui service bow', constrained by skill; 

But how we must begin this enitipn-se, 

1 will your Highness thus m brief advise. 

“ Within the Christian’s church from light of skies, 5 

An hidden altar stands, far out of sight, 

(Jn w'hich the image consecrated lies 
Of Christ's dear mother, called a virgin bright, 

An hundred lamps aye burn before her eyes, 

She m a slender veil of tinsel dight, 

On every side gieal plenty doth behold 
Of offerings brought, myrrh, frankmcensc and gold, 

“ This idol would I have removed away , (> 

P^rom thence, and by your princely hand transport, 

In Macon’s sacred temple safe it lay, 

Which then I will enchant in wondrous soil, 

That wdiile the image in that cliuich doth slay, * 

No strength of arms shall win this noble forjt, 

Or shake this puissant wall, such passing might 
Have spells and charms, if they be said aright.” 

Advisdd thus, the king impatient * , 7 

Flew in his fury to the house of God, * 

The ima^e took, with jvordsainieverent 
Abused tne prelates, who that deedYorbode, 

Swift with his prey, away the tyrant went, , • 

Of God's sharp justice nought he feared the rod, / 

But in his chapel vile the image laid, > 

On which the enchanter charms and ^witchcraft said. 
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When Phcebus next unclosed his wakeful eye, 8 

Up rose the sexton of that place profane. 

And missed the ima”C, Where it used to he, 

Each where he souj^ht in ^iicf, in fear, in vain ; 

Then to the king his loss he gan descry, 

Wlio sore enragdd killed him for his pain ; 

And sliaight conceived in his malicious wit, , 

Some Christian bade ihia great uifence commit. 

But whether lhi‘> were act of moital hand, 9 

Or else the Prince of Heaven’s etern.il pleisure, 

Thai of Ins nieicy would this wretch withstand, 

Nor let so vile a chesi liold such a luMSiirc, 

As yet conjectuic hath not fully scanned ; , 

By godliness let us this action measure, 

And truth of puiest faith will fitly prove 

That this rare grace came down from Heaven above. 

With busy search the urant gan to invade lo 

ICach house, each hold, each temple and each tent 
To them the fault or faulty one bewra>ed 
Oi hid, he promised gifts or punishment, 
ills idle charms the false enchanter said, 

But in this ni.i/e still wandered and misw'ent, 

For Heaven decreed to conceal the same, 

To make the mu^ereant more 10 feel his shame. 

J 3 ut when ?.he angry king discovere*d not 
What guilty hand this sacrilege had wrought, 

His iiefiil courage boiled in vengeance hot 
Against the Chiistians, wlnjin he iaulteis thought; 

All lutli, compassion, merry he* forgot, 

A staff to beat that dog he long had sough., 

“ J-et lliem all die,” quoth he, “kill great and small, 
bo shall the offender perish sure w’lthal. 

“To spill the wine with poison mixed wdio spares? 

Slay the¥l the righteous with the faulty one, 

Destroy this field that yielcj^th nojught but tares. 

With thorns this vineyard all i:* over -gone, * 

Among (hesc wretches is not one, that cares 
For our laws, or our religion ; 

Up, up, dear subjects, fire and weapon take, 

Burn, murder^ kill these traitors for my sake,” 
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This Herod thus would Bethlem’s infants kill, 

7'he Christians soon this direful news leceave, 

The trurap of death sounds in llicir hearinjj shiiil, 

The^r weapon, faith ; their fuitieas, was the giavc ; 
TheyJiad no coinage, time, device, or will, 

^ J o fight^to fly, excuse, or jiardon ciave, 

Jiut stood prcpaied to die, \cl help tin \ tind, 

Whence least they hope, such knots can Hea\en unbind 

• 

Among them dwelt, her jiaients’ joy and plcasiiic, 

A Inlaid, w'ho::e fniit was line, not over-} eared, 

Her beauty w’as her not e-teenied lieasuic ; 

The field of love with }»lough of viitue cared. 

Her laljour^goodncss gouliness her leisuie . • 

Hoi house the hea\en by this full moon aye cleaicd. 

For there, from lo\ers* e\es wiihdiawn, ah ne 
With virgin beams this spotless <'ynthia shone. 

But what availed her resolution chaste, 

Whose soberest looks w-ere whet'^tunes to de iic ? 

Nor love«coiiscnis that bcautv's field he w^aste. 

Her \isage set Olindo's heait on lire, 

C) subtle love, a thousand wiles thou hast, 

By humble suit, by seivice, or by hue, 

To win a maiden’s hold, a thing soon done, 

For nature fiained all women to be won. 

Sophroma she, Olindo highl the >outh, ^ 

Both of one town, both in one faith w'erc taught, 

She fair, he full of bashfulnes-> and tiuth. 

Loved much, hoped little, and desiied nought. 

He durst not speak by suit to purchase nith, 

She saw not, marked not, wust not what he sough*., 

Thus loved, thus served he long, but not regarded, 
Unseen, unmarked, unpitied, unrewarded. 

I 

To her came message of the murderment,* ^ 

Wherein her guiltless friends should hopeless star^, 

She that was noble, wdse^ as f.yr and gent, 

Cast how slie might iheir harmless liv*es preserve, 

Zeal was the spring whence floWed her hardiment^ , 

From maiden shame yet was she loth to swerve : ^ 

Yet had her courage ta’en so suie athold, 

That boldness, shamefaced : shame had made her bold. 
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And forth she wont, a shop for merchandise 
Full of rich stuff, but none for sale exposed, 

A veil obscured the sunshine of her eyes, 

The rose within hen self her sweetness closed, 

Each ornament about her seemly lies, « 

Jly curious chance, or careless art, composed ; 

For what the most neglects, most curious piove. 

So Beauty*s helped by Nature, Heaven, and Lovei 

< 

Admired of all, on went this noble maid, 

Until the presence of the king she gained, 

Nor for he swelled \\ith ire was she afraid, 

But his fierce wrath with feviiless grace sustairied, 

“ I come,” (tuoth she, “ but be thine anger stayc^^, * 
And causeless rage ’gainst faultless souls restrained — 

I come to show thee, and to bring thee both, 

The wight whose fact hath made thy heart so wroth. 

Her modest boldness, and that lightning ray 
Which her sweet beauty streamed on his face, 

Had struck the prince with wonder and dismay, • 
Changed his cheer, and cleared his moody grace, 

That had her eyes disposed their looks to play, 

The king had snared been in love’s stiong lacc ; 

But wayward beauty doth not fancy move, 

A frown forbids, smile engcndeicth love. 

It was ama2^einent, wonder and delight, 

Although not love, that moved his cincl sense ; 

“ Tell on,” quoth he, unfold the chance aright, 

Thy people’s lives I giant for recompense.” 

. Then she, “ Behold the faultcr here in sight, 

This hand committed that supposed offence, 

I took the image, mine that fault, that fact, 

Mine be the glory of that virtuous act.” 

This spotless lamb thus offered up her blood, 

To save tbe rest of Christ’s selected fold, 

O noble lie I was ever truth ^ goo^ ? 

Blest be the lips that ^ch a leasing told : * 

Thoughtft^ awhile remained fhe tyrant wood. 

His natjve wrath he gan a space withhold, 

* And said, “ That thou discover soon I will, 

What aid ? whajt counsel had’st thou in that ill ? ” 
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“ My lofty thoughts,” she answered him, “envied 23 

Another’s hand should work my high desire, 

The thir^ of glory can no partner bide, 

With mine own self I did alone conspire.” 

“ On thee alone,” the tyrant then leplicd, 

Shall fall the vengeance of my wrath and ire.” 

V'Tis just and right,” quoth she, “ I >ield consent, 

Mine^be the honour, mine the punishment.” 

« 

The wretch of new enraged at the same, 24 

Asked where she hid the image so conveyed : 

“Not hid,” qqpth she, “but quite consumed with flame, 

The idoj IS of that eternal maid, 

>’or so at least I have preserved tlie same, * 

With hands piofane from being eft bctiayed. 

My Lord, the thing thus stolen demand no more, 

Here see the thief that scorneth death therefor. 

“And yet no theft was this, yours was the sin, 25 

I brought again what you unjustly took.” 

This heard, the tyxant did for rage begin 
To whet his teeth, and bend his fiowming look, 

No pity, youth ; fairness, no grace could wan ; 

Joy, comfort, hope, the virgin all forsook; 

Wrath killed remorse, vengeance slopped merej’s biealh 
Love’s thrall to hate, and beauty’s sla'Vc to death. 

Ta’en was the damsel, and without remorse, • 20 

The king condemned her guiltless to the lire, 

Her veil and mantle plucked they off by force, 

And bound her tender arms in twisted wire : 

Dumb was this silver dove, while from her corse * 

These hungry kites plucked off her rich attire, * 

And for some deal perplexdd was her sprite, 

Her damask late, now changed to purest white. 

t 

The news of this mishap spread far and near, ^ 27 

The people ran, both young and old, to gaze ; 

Olindo also yan, and gan to feax» ^ 

His lady was some partner in tl^is case ; 

But when he found her bound, stript from her geai) * 

And vile tormentors ready saw in place, • 

He broke the thiong, and into presence brast ; * 

And thus bespake the king in rage and haste ; • 
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“ Not so, not so tills pill shall bear away 
Fiom me the honour of so noble feat, 

She durst not. did not, could not so convey 
The massy substance of that idol great. 

What sleight had she the wardens to betray.^ * 

What strength to heave the goddess from her se.it? 

No, no, my Lord, she sails but with my wind.” 

Ah, thus he loved, yet was his love unkind ! 

He added further*: “Where the shining glass, 

Lots in the Jiglit amid your temple’s side, • 

B> biuken by-ways did I inwaid pass, 

An<i in that window* made*»i postern wade, 

Noi shall tlicrcfure this ill-advised lass « 

Usurp the glory should tins fact betide, 

Mine be these bonds, mine be ther.L tlame'> so pure, 

O glorious death, more gloiious sepulture ’ ” 

Sophronia raised her hiodest looks ftoin ground, 

And on her lover bent her eyesight mild, 

“ Tell me, what fury ? what conceit unsound 
Tresenteth here to death so sw*cet a child ? 

Is not in me sufficient couiage found. 

To bc.ii the ,ingcr of this tyrant wild ? 

<Jr hath fond love thy heart so over-gone 
Wouldst thou not live, nor let me die alone ? ” 

Thus spakcrihe nymph, yet spake but to the wind, 

She could not alter h.s w'ell- settled thought ; 

O iniricle ! O strife of wondrous kind ! 

Where love and virtue such contention wrouglit, 

Where death the victor had for meed assigned ; 

Then own neglect, each other’s safety sought ; 

35ut thus the king was moie provoked to ire. 

Their strife for bellows served to anger’s fire. 

He thinks, such thoughts self-guiltiness finds out. 

They scorned his power, and theiefore scorned the pam, 
“Nay, nay,” quoth he, “ let*be yovr strife and ^oubi, 
You both shall win, and fit reward obtain.” 

With thati the sergeants bent the young man stout. 

And bound him likewise in a worthless chain ; 

Then back to back fast to a stake both ties, 

Two, harmless turtles dight for sacrifice. 
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About the pile of faggots, sticks nnd hay, 

The bellows raised the newly-kindled ilamc, 

When thuj Olindo, in a doleful lay, 

Begun too late his bootless plaints to frame : 

‘‘ Be these the bonds ? Is this the hojicd-for day, 
)^hould join me to this long-dcsircd dame ? 

I| this the lire alike should burn oui liearts ? 

Ah, hard reward for lovers* kind dcscirts ! 

» 

Far other flames and bonds kind lovers jnovc. 

But thus our foitunc casts the hapless die. 

Death hath exchanged again his shafts with love, 
And Cupid thus lots Ixjiiowed ain^ws fly 
() Ilymeifi, s'jy, whai fur\ doth the' mow 
To lend thy lump:* to hgdn a tragedy? 

Yet^this <.ontcMits me that 1 die for thee, 

Thy flames, not mine, my death and tonnenl be. 

“Yet happy weie nn ucath mine ending blest, 

My tormenU cas), full of sweet tieliglit, 

If this I could obiaiii, that biea^t to bicast 
Thy bosom might lecene my \ielch‘d spine , 

And thine with it in heavens puie < lothing tliest, 
'Ihiough cleaicst skic.-* might take united flight.” 
Thus he coinplained, whom gciitK she ilju ivcd, 
And sw'cetly spake him thus, that so her lovcU ; — 

“ Fai other plaints, dear fiieiid, teai'» ana laiiiLiit^ 
The time, the place, and oui estates ie(|une , 

Think on thy sms, w’hich man’s ol«i foe pioeiUs 
Before that judge tliat (|uits eath soul his hue. 

For his name suffer, for no pain torments 
Him whose just prayers to liis thione aspire 

Behold tlic heavens, ihitber ihiiic evesight bt nd, 
Thy looks, sighs, tears, for interccssois send.” 

The Pagans loud cued out to <iod and man* 

The Christians mourned m silent lamentation, • 
The tyrant’s self, a thing unusec^, began 
To feel his htart relent, with meie compassion, 

But not disposed to ruth or inerdy than 
He sped him thence home to his habitation . 
Sophronia stood not grieved nor disciwi tented. 

By all that saw her, but herself, lamented. 
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The lovers standing; i\\ this doleful wise, 

A warrior bold unwares approachdd near, 

In uncouth arms yclad and stiauge disguise, 

From countries far, but new ai rived there, 

A savage tigress on her helmet lies, , 

The famous badge Clorinda used to bear ; 

That wonts in every warlike stowrc to win, 

By which bright sign well known was that fair mn. * 

She scorned the arts these silly* women use, 

Another thought her nobler humour fed, 

Her lofty hand would of itself refuse * 

To touch the dainty needle or nice thread, • 

She hated chambers, closets, secret mew'?, • 

And in broad fields proscived her maidenhead ! 

Proud weic her looks, yet sweet, though stem and stout. 
Her dam a dove, thus brought an eagle cut. 

While she was young, she used with tender hand 
The foaming steed with froary bit to steer, 

To tilt and tourney, w’rcstlc in the sand. 

To leave with speed Atlanta swrift aiear, 

Through foiests wild, and unfrequented land 
'I'o chase the lion, boar, or rugged bear. 

The satyrs rough, the fauns and fames wild, 

She chasL^d oft, oft took, and oft beguiled. 

This lusty lady came from Persia late, 

She with the Christians had encountered eft, 

And in their flesh had opened many a gate, 
lly which their faithful souls their bodies left, 

Her eye at first presented her the stale 
Of these poor S'»uls, of hope and help bereft, 

Greedy to knov/, as is the mind of man, 

Their cause of death, swift to the fire she rdn. 

f 

The people made her room, and on them twain 
Her piefeing eyes their fier>' weapons dart, 

Silent she saw the one, the other ’plain, 

The weaker body lodged the nobfer heart . • 

Yet l)in:^ she saw lament, if his pain 
Weri^grief and sorrow for another's smart, 

And her keep silence so, as if her eyes 
Dumb orators were to entreat the skies. 
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Clorinda changed to ruth her warlike mood, 

Few silver drops her vermeil cheeks depainl ; 

Her sorrow was for her that speechless stood, 

Hci* silence more prevailed than his complaint. 

She a^ked an aged man, seemed grave and good, 

* “ Come Isay me, sir,’' quoth she, “ what hard constraint 
'Would murder hero love’s queen and beauty’s km” ^ 
What fault or fare doth to this death them bring ' 

t 

Thus she inquired, and answer shoit he gave, 

But such as all the chance at large disclosed, 

She wondered at the rase, the virgin brave 
That both ucre guiltless of the fault supposed. 

Her noble 'thought cast how she might them save. 

I'he means on suit or battle she reposed. 

Quick to the fire she ran, and t[uenchcd it out, 

And thus bespake the sergeants and the rout : 

‘‘ Be there not one among you all that dare 
In this your hateful office aught proceed, 

Till 1 return from couit, nor take you care 
To reap di.sjileasure for not making speed ” 

To do her will the men themselves prepare, 

In their faint hearts her looks such terror breed ; 

To court she went, their pardon would she get. 

But on the way the courteous king sAc met. 

“Sir King,” quoth she, “my name Clorinda hight, 

My fame perchance has pierced your cars ere now, 

I come to try my wonted power and might. 

And will defend this land, this town, and you. 

All hard assays esteem I catli and light. 

Great acts I reach to, to small things 1 bow, • 

To light in field, or to defend ihib vail. 

Point what you list, I nought refuse at all.” 

To whom the king, “ What land so far remote 
From Asia’s coasts, or Phoebus’ glistering rays, 

0 glorious, virgin, that iiecordcjth not^ 

Thy fame, thine honour, worth, renown, and praise ^ 
Since on my side I have thy succours got, ^ 

1 need not fear in these my aged days. 

For in thine aid more hope, more tfust I have. 

Than in whole armies of these soldierst brave. , 
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“ Now, (Toclr'iey siavs too long ; he fenrs, I ween ; 
Thv cournge groat keeps all our foes in awe ; 

For thee all actions far unworthy been, 

Bui such ab greatest danger with them draw : 

Be you cominandiess thetc^bre, Ihinccss, Queen 
Of all our forces : be thy word a law' ' 
This said, the virgin gan her beaver vail. 

And thanked him first, and thus began her ta^e. 

“A thing unused, great monarch, may it seem. 

To ask reward for ber\ice yet to come ; 

But so vour virtuous bountv f esteem, 

* 

'I hat I presume for to intieat thib groom , 

And silly maid from danger to redeem. ^ 

Condemned to burn bv your iinpaitial doom, 

I not excuse, but pitv much their \outh, 

And come to you for mercy and for ruth. 

“Yet give me leave to tell 3’our Highness this, 

You blame the Christians, them my thoughts acquite, 
Nor be displeased, I say you judge amiss. 

At every sliol look not to hit the wMiite, 

All what the enchanter did per>uade vou, is 
Against the lore of Macon's sacred me, 

For us commandelh mighty Mahomet 
No idols in his temple pure to set. 

“To him therefore this wonder done refar, 

Give him the praiae and honour of the ilimg. 

Of us the gods benign so careful are 

Lcbt customs strange into then chuicli we bring; 

Let Ismen wath his squares and trigons wai. 

His weapons be the staff, the glass, the ring ; 

But let us manage war with blow's like knights, 

Our praise in arms, our honour lies in fights.” 

The virgin held her peace when this w'as said ; 

And though to pity he never framed his thought, 

Yet, for the kmg admired the noble maid, , 

His purpose was not to deny, her aught ; 

“ I grsfeitilhem life,” quoth he, “your promised aid 
Against these Fienchmen hath their pardon bought : 
Not further seek vSiat their offences be, 

GuiWess, I quit ; guilty, I set them free/' 
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Olindo, blesst^d be this act of thine, 

True witness of thy great and heavenly mind, 

Where sun, moon, stars, of love, fanh, virtue, shine. 

So forth they went and left pale death behind, 

To joy the bliss of marriage iites divine, 

With her he would have died, with him content 
Was she to live that would with her have brent. 

The king, as wicked thoughts are most suspicious, 54 

Supp'jsed too fa 'll this tree of viitiie giew, 

O blc'ised Lord • why bhould this l*haia‘di vicioub, 

Thus tyrannise upon thy HebrewiTtrue ? 

Who to perform his will, \ile and malicious. 

Exiled these, and all the faithful crew. 

All that were strong of body, stout of mind, 
liut kept their wives and children pledge beliind. 

A hard division, when the harmless sheep 5 5 

Must leave their lambs to hungry wolves in chaigc, 

Ijut labouTs virtues watching, ease her sleep, 

Trouble best w’ind that drives salvation’s haige. 

The Christians tied, wOiither they look no keep, 

Some strayed wild among the forests large. 

Some to Emmaus to the Chiistian host, 

And conquer w^ould again their houses lost. 

Emmaus is a city small, that lies 5^’ 

From Sion's walls distant a hllle way, 

A man th it early nn the moin doth use. 

May thither walk ere third houi of the day. 

Oh, w'hen the Christian lord this towm es])’cs 

How merr>' weio their hearts? How' fre-^h ? JIow' gay ^ 

But for the sun inclined fast to w^est, 

That night there w^ould their chieftain lake his lest. 

Their canvas castles up they quickly rear, * 

And build a city in an hour’s space. 

When lo, disguised in unusual gt^ar, 

Two barons “^old approachen gan the }Ilace ; 

Their semblance kind, and mild^their gestuies were 
Peace in their hands, and friendship in their face. 

From Egypt’s king ambassadors they*come, 

Them many a squill attends, and many a gtoom, ^ 
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The first Aletes, born in lowly shed, 58 

Of parents base, a rose sprung fiom a brier, 

That now his branches over Egypt spread, ' 

No plant in Pharaoh s garden prospered higher ; c 
With pleasing talcs his lord’s vain ears he fed, * 

A flatterer, a pick-thank, and a liar ; « , 

Cursed be estate got with so many a crime, « 

Yet this is oft the stair by which men climb. 


Arganlc*: called is that othei knight, 59 

A stranger came he late to Egypt land, • 

And there advanced wms to honour’s height, 

For he was stout of couragf*, stiong of hand, 

]io?d was his heart, and restless was his spiilo, t 
Fierce, stern, outrageous, keen as sharpened br..nd, 

Scorner of God, scant to himself a fiiend. 

And pricked liis reason on his weapon's end. 


These two entreatance made they might be heard, 60 

Nor w«as their just petition long denied ; 

The gallants quickly made their court of guard, 

And brought them in where sale their famous guide, 

Whose kingly look his piincely mind dcclaied, 

Where noblesse, virtue, troth, .ind valour l)idc. 

A slender courtesy made Aigantcs bold, 

So as one prince sulute another w'old ; 

Aletes laid his right hand on his heart, 61 

Bent down his head, and cast his o> es full low, 

And reverence made with courtly grace and art. 

For all that humble lore to him was know ; 

*His sober lips then did he softly part. 

Whence of pur^ rhetoric, whole str#*ams outflow, 

And thus he said, while on the Christian lends 
Down fell the mildew of his sugared words • 

f 

O only worthy, whom the earth all fears, 62 

High God 'defend thee with his heavenly shield, 

And humble so the hearts of fll thy#pecrs, , 

That their stiff necks to thy s^^cet yoke may yield : 

These b« the sheaves that honour’s harvest bcais. 

The seed thy valiant acts, the woild the field, 

' Egypt the headland* is, where heaped lies 
Thy &me, worth, justice, wisdom, victories. 
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** These altogether doth our sovereign hide 
In secret store-house of his princely thought, 

And prays, he may in long accordance bide, 

With that great worthy which such wonders wrought, 

Nor th^t oppose against the coming tide 
Of proffered love, for that he is not taught 

* Your Christian faith, for though of divers kind, 
itie loving vine about her elm is tw-incd. 

“ Receive therefore in that unconquered hand 64 

The precious handle of this cup of love, 

If not religion, virtue be the band 
*Twixt you to fasten friendship not, to move : 
liut for oflr mighty king doth understand. 

You mean your power ’gainst Juda land to prove, 

He would, befoie this threatened tempest fell, 

1 shbuld his mind and princely will first tell. 

“ His mind is this, he prays thee be contented 65 

To joy in peace the conquests thou hast got, 

Be not thy death, or Sion’s fall lamented, 

Forbear this land, Judea trouble not, 

Things done in haste at leisure be lepcnted : 

Withdraw thine arms, trust not uncertain lot, 

F or oft we see what least we think betide ; 

He is thy friend ’gainst all the world bpsidc. 

True labourer in the vineyard of thy Lord, ^ 66 

Ere prime thou hast the imposed day-work done, 

What armies conquered, perished with thy sword ? 

What cities sacked ? what kingdoms hast thou won ? 

All ears are mazed while tongues thine acts recoid, 

Hands quake for fear, all feet for dread do run, 

And though no realms you may to thraldom firing. 

No higher can your praise, your glory spring. 

* 

“ Thy sign is in his Apogaeon placed, • 67 

And when it moveth next, must needs descend, » 

Chance is uncertain, fortune double faced, 

Smiling at fii%t, she frowneth in {he end : 

Beware thine honour be not thcil disgraced, ^ 

Take heed thou mar not when thou think’s t« to mend, » 

For this the folly is of Fortune’s play,, * ^ 

’Gamst doubtful, certain ; much, ’gainst small to lay 

• ’K 
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Yet still we sail while prosperous blows the wind, 6S 

Till on some secret rock unwares wc light. 

The sea of gloiy hath no banks assigned, 

They who arc wont to win in every fight 
Still feed tlie fire that so inflames thy mind 
To bring moie nations subject to thy might ; 

This makes thee blessed peace so light to hold, * 

Like summer’s flies that fear not winter’s colcL 

“ They bid thee follow on the path, now made 69 

So plain and easy, enter F'ortune’s gate, 

Nor in thy scabbard sheathe that famous blade, 

Till settled be thy kingdom, and estate^ 

Till Macon’s sacred ddctrine fall and fade, 

Till woeful Asia all he desolate. 

Sweet words I grant, baits and allurements sweet, 

But greatest hopes oft greatest crosses meet. 

** For, if thy courage do not blind thine eyes, 70 

If clouds of fury hide not reason’s beams, 

Then may’st thou see this desperate enterprise, 

The field of death, watered with danger's streams ; 

High state, the bed is where misfortune lies, 

Maib most unfriendly, when most kind he seems, 

\Vho climbelh high, on earth he hardest lights. 

And lowest falls ^attend the highest flights. 

‘^Tell me if, great m counsel, arms and gold, 71 

The Prince of Egypt war ’gainst you piepare, 

What if the valiant Turks and Persians bold, 

Unite their forces with Cassanoe’s heir? 

Oh then, what marble pillar shall uphold 
The falling trophies of your conquest fair ? 

Trust you the monarch of the Oieekish land ? 

That reed will break ; and bieaking, wound your hand. 

The Greekish tfaith is like that half-cut tree 72 

By which men take wild elephants in Inde, 

A thousand times it hath beguildd thee, 

As firm as waves in eeas, 6r leav& in wind. « 

Will fbey, who erst denied passage free. 

Passage^ to all men free, by use and kind, 

Fight fir your sake ? Or on them do you trust 
To spend their blood, that could scarce spare their dust ? 
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** But all your hope and trust perchance is laid 
In these strong troops, which thee environ round ; 

Yet foes pnite are not so soon dismayed 
As when their strength you erst divided found : 

BesiS^, each hour thy bands are weaker made 
With hunger, slaughter, lodging on cold ground, 

• Meanwhile the Turks seek succours from our king, 
iThus fade thy helps, and thus thy cumbers spring. 

“ Suppose no weapon can thy valour^s pride 
Siibjluc, that by no force thou may’st be won, 

Admit no steel can hurt or wound thy side, 

And be it Heaven hath thee such* favour done: 

'(iainst Famine yet what shield canst thou provide? 
What stren^h lesisl ?" What sleight her wrath cm shun 
Cio, shake the spear, and draw ihy flaming blade, 

AnTl try if hunger so be weaker made. 

The inhabitants each pasture and each plain 
Destroyed have, each field to waste is laid, 

In fenced towers bestow(?<l is their gram 
Before thou cain’st this kuigdom to invade, 

These horse and foot, how canst thou them sustain ? 
W’hence comes thy store ? w^hence thy piovision made? 
Thy ships to bring it aie, perchance, assigned, 

Oh, that you live so long as please lh»i wind I 

“ Perhaps thy fortune doth control the wind, , 

Doth loose or bind their blasts in secret cave, 

The sea, pardie, cruel and deaf by kind. 

Will hear thy call, and still her raging wave : 

But if our armed galleys be assigned 

To aid those ships which Turks and Persians have, 

Say then, what hope is left thy slender fleet ? 

Dare flocks of crows, a flight of eagles meet ? 

• 

“ My lord, a double conquest must you makte, 

If you achieve renown by this emprise : ♦ 

For if our fleet your navy chase or take, 

For want of Victuals all your camp theft dies ; 

Or if by land the field you once Torsake, ^ « 

Then vain by sea were hope of victories. * 

Nor could your ships restore your losfr estate : 

For steed once stolen, we shut the door (oo late. 
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“ In this estate, if thou csteemcst light 
The proffered kindness of the Egyptian king, 

Then give me lca\e to say, this oversight 
Beseems tliec not, in whom such virtues spring : 

But heavens vouchsafe to guide thy mind aright, 

To gentle thoughts, that peace and quiet bring, 

So that poor Asia her complaints may cease, 

And you enjoy your conquests got^ in peace. 

“ Nor ye that part in these adventures have. 

Part in his glory, partners in his harms, 

Let not blind Fortune so your minds deceive, 

To stir him more to try those fierce alarms. 

But like the sailor 'scaped from the wave 
From further peril that his person arms ' 

liy staying safe at home, so stay you all, 

Better sit still, men say, than rise to fall/' 

This said Aletcs : and a murmur rose 
'Fhat showed dislike among the Christian peers, 
Their angry gestures with mislike disclose 
How much hib speech offends their noble cars. 

Lord (Godfrey's eye three times environ goes, 

To view what countenance every wariior bears, 

And lastly on the Egyptian baton stayed, 

• To w'hom the duhe thus for his answer said : 

‘‘ Ambassador, full both of threats and praise, 

Thy doubtful message hast thou wisely told, 

And if thy sovereign love us as he says, 

Tell him he sows to reap an hundred fold, 

But where thy talk the coming storm displays 
Of threatened warfare from the Pagans bold : 

To that r answer, as my custom is, 

In plainest phrase, lest my intent thou miss. 

** Know, that til! now w’e suffered have much pain, 
By lands and seas, where storms and tempests fall, 
To make the passage easy, safe, and plain 
That leads us to this* venerable wall, • ‘ 

That *so^we might reward fitem Heaven obtain, 
ftnd IJree this town from being longer thrall ; 

Nor is it gitevout to so good an end 

Oin honours, kingdoms, lives and goods to spend. 
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“ Nor hope of praise, nor thirst of worldly good, 83 

Enticed us to follow this emprise, 

The Heaveply Father keep his sacred brood 
From foul infection of so great a vice : 

But by* our zeal aye be that plague withstood. 

Let not mose pleasures us to sin entice. 

•His grace, his mercy, and his powerful hand 
Will keep us safe from hurt by sea and land. 

“This is the spur that makes *our coursers run ; 84 

This is our harbour, safe from dangcr*s floods ; 

This is our bield, the blustering winds to shun : 

This IS our guido, through forests, <icscrts^ woods : 

This is ou¥ summer's shade, our winter’s sun : ^ 

This is our wA.lth, our treasure, and our goods : 

This is our engine, towers that overthrows, 

Our Spear that hurts, our sword that wounds our foes. 

“ Our courage hence, our hope, our valour springs, 85 

Not from the trust we have in shield or spear, 

Not from the siiccouis France or (kecia brings, 

On such weak posts we list no buildings rear . 

He can defend us from the power of kings, 

From chance of war, that makes weak hearts to fear; 

He can these hungry troops with hianna feed, 

And make the seas land, if we passage peed. 

But if our sins us of his help deprive, 86 

Or his high justice let no mercy fall ; 

Yet should our deaths us some contentment give, 

To die, where Christ received his burial, 

So might we die, not envying them that live ; 

So would we die, not unrevenged all : 

Nor Turks, nor Christians, if we perish such, * 

Have cause to joy, or to complain too much. 

“Think not that wars we love, and strife affett, 87 

Or that we hate sweet peace, or rest denay, t 

Think not your sovereign’s friendship we reject. 

Because we list not in our dbnque^s stay : 

But for it seems he would the Jews protect, ^ 

Pray him from us that thought aside to lay, * • 

Nor us forbid this town and realm to g^in, 

And he in peace, rest, joy, long more may reign.” 
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This answer given, Argantes wild drew nar, 88 

Trembling for iie, and waxing pale for rage, 

Nor could he hold, his wrath increased so far, 

But thus inflamed bespake the captain sage : 

Wlio scorncth peace shall have his fill of war, 

I thought thy wisdom should thy fury ’suage, 

But well you show what joy you take in fight, 

Which makes you prize our love and friendship light.’** 

This said, he took his mantle's foremost part, 89 

And gin the ^ amc together fold and wrap ; 

Then spake again with fell and spiteful heart, 

So lions roar enclosed in t^;ain or trap, 

“ Thou proud dcbpiser of inconstant mart, 

I bring thee war and peace closed in this lap, * 

Take quickly one, thou hast no time to mu5?e ; 

If peace, we rest, we fight, if war thou choose.” 

His semblant fierce and speeches proud, provoke 90 

The soldiers all, “ War, war,** at once to cry, 

Nor could they tarry till their chieftain spoke, 

But for the knight was more inflamed hereby, 

His lap he opened and spread forth Ins cloak : 

“To mortal wars,'* he says, “ I you defy ,** 

And this he uttered with fell rage and hate, 

And seemed of Janus* church to undo the gate. 

It seemed fury, discord, madness fell 91 

Flew from his lap, when he unfolds the same ; 

His glaring eves with anger*s venom swell, 

And like the brand of foul Alecto flame, 

He looked like huge Tiphoius loosed fi om hell 
Again to shake heaven’s everlasting frame, 

Or him thatt built the tower of Shinaar, 

Which threat’netli battle ’gainst the morning star. 

Godfredo then : V Depart, and bid your king 92 

Ha^e hitherward, or else w’ithm short while, — 

For gladly we accept the war you bring, — 

Let him expect us on ihe bafeks of*'Nile.** < 

He entertained them then wkh banqueting, 

And giJts* iM-esented to those Pagans vile ; 

Aletes had a helnvet, rich and gay, 

Late found at Nice among the conquered prey. 
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Argant a sword, whereof the web was steel, 93 

Pommel, rich stone ; hilts gold • approved by touch 
With rarest workmanship all forg< 5 d weel, 

The cjirious art excelled the substance much : 

Thus f:\jr, rich, sharp, to see, to have, to feel, 

Glad was Jhe Paynim to enjoy it such, 

* And said, “ How 1 this gift can use ami wield, 

S'^on shall you see, when first we meet in field.” 

Thus took they congee, and the angry knight 94 

Thus^to his fellow' paileyed on the w'ay, 

“ Go thou by day, but let me walk by night, 

Go thou to Egypt, I at .Sion stay,* 

The answer given thou canst unfold aright, , 

No need of me, wdiat f can do or say, 

Among these arms I will go wreak my spite ; 

Let* Paris court it, Hector loved to light.” 

Thus he who late arrived a messenger 95 

] departs a foe, in act, in ward, m thought, 

The law' of nations or the lore of war, 

If he transgress or no, he recketh nought. 

'fhus parted they, and ere he wandered far 
The friendly star-light to the walls him biought: 

Yet his fell heart thought long that little w’ay, 

Cirieved with each stop, tormented with each stay. 

Now spread the night her spangled canopy, , 96 

And summoned every restless eye to sleep ; 

On beds of tender grass the beasts dowm lie, 

The fishes slumbered in the silent deep, 

Unheard was serpent’s hiss, and diagon*s cry, , 

Birds left to sing, and Philomen to weep, 

Only that noise heaven’s rolling circles kest, * 

Sung lullaby to bring the world to rest. 

• 

Yet neither sleep, nor ease, nor shadows dafk, 97 

Could make the faithful camp or captaiij rest, • 

They longed to see the dajr, to hear the lark 
Record her h^mns and chant her* carob blest, 

They yearned to view the walls, Ithe wished mark ^ , 

To which their journeys long they had addressed ; / 

Each heart attends, each longing eye beholds , 

What beam the eastern window first unfolds. 


Ubc trblrb .-Boob 


OF 

GODFRHY OF BULLOIGNE. 


TIIR ARGUMENT. 

Thf* cnnip at great Jeiusalmi nmves : 

< Ion n< 111 gives them Kittle, in the breast 
( )f I, r l^rniinia Tanered’s love revives, 

justh Vk itli her unknown whom he loved best ; 
Aif III th* adventuiers of their guide depiives, 
Will- stately pomp they lay their Lord in chest • 
(lodfrev tomniands to cut the foiost down, 

And make strong engines to as-^ault tlu town. 


T he purple morning left her crimson bed. 

And donned her robes of pine vermilion hue. 
Her amber locks she crowned with loscs red, 

In Eden's floweiy gardens gathered new. 

‘When through the camp a murmur shrill was spiead, 
Arm, arm, they cried ; arm, arm, the trumpets blew, 
Their merry noise prevents the joyful blast, 

So hum small bees, before their swarms they cast. 

Their captain rule^ their courage, guides their heat. 
Their forwardness he stayed with gentle rein ; 

And yet more easy, haply, w^re th^feat 
To stop the current ne^ Charybdis main, * 

Or calnEi the blustering winds on mountains great, 
Than fierce desires of warlike hearts restrain ; 

He rules them yet, •and ranks them in their haste. 
For ^ivell he kn<\ws disordered speed makes waste. 

" 73 
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Feathered their thoughts, their feet in wings were djght. 
Swiftly they marched, yet were not tired thereby. 

For willing minds make heaviest burdens light* 

But lichen the gliding sun was mounted high, 

Jerusalem, behold, appeared in sight, 

^erusalem#they view, they see, they spy, 

Jerusalem with merry noise they greet, 

With joyful shouts, and acclamations sweet. 

As when a troop of jolly sailors row 
S()m<» new-found land .and country to descry, 

Through dangerous seas and under stars iinknowe, 

Thrall to the faithless waves, and trothless sky, 

If once the i^ishdd shore begin to show. 

They all salute it with a joyful cry, 

And each to other show the land in haste, 

Forgetting quite their pains and penis past. 

To that delight which their first sight did breed, 

That pleasdd so the seciet of their thought 
A deep repentance did forthwith succeed 
That reverend fear and tiembling with it brought, 

Scantly they durst their feeble eyes dispreed 
Upon that town, where Chiist was sold and bought, 
Where for our sins he faultless suffcied pain, 

There where he died and where J»e hv«d again. 

Soft words, low speech, deep sobs, sweet sighs, s<ilt tears 
Rose from their breasts, with joy and pleasure mixed , 
For thus fares he the Lord aright that fears, 

Fear on devotion, joy on faith is hxed ; 

Such noise their passions make, as when one hears 
The hoarse sea waves roar, hollow rocks betwix^ ; 

. Or as the wind in holts and shady greaves, 

A murmur makes among the boughs and leaves. 

% 

Their naked feet trod on the dusty way, 

Following the ensample of their zealous guide, ^ 
Their scarfs, their crests, tjieir plpmes and feathers gay. 
They quickly* doffed, and willing laid alide, 

Their molten hearts their wonteef pride allay, , i 

Along their w'atery cheeks warm tears down slide, % 
And then such secret speech as this, they used. 

While to himself each one himself accus^. , 
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Flowet of goodness, root of lasting bliss, 

Thou well of life, whose streams were purple blood 
That flowdd here, to cleanse the soul amiss 
Of sinful man, behold this brinish dood, 

That from my melting heart distilled is. 

Receive in gree these tears, O Lord so good, 

For never wietch with sin so overgone 
Had fitter time or greater cause to moan.” 

This while the war>' watchman looked over, 

From tops of Sion*s towcis, the hills and dales, 

And saw the dust the fields and pastures cover, 

As when thick mists arise from moory vales. *' 

At ^ast the sun-brij^ht shields he gan discover, ^ 
And glistering helms for violence none that fails, 
The metal shone like l.ghtning bright in skies, 
And man and horse amid the dust descries. 

Then loud he cries, “ O what a dust ariseth ? 

O how it shines with shields and targets clear ? 

Up, up, to arms, for valiant heart despiseth 
The threatened stoim of death and danger near, 
Jlehold your foes then fuither thus deviseth, 

“ Haste, haste, for vain delay increaselh fear. 

These horrid clouds of dust that yonder tly. 

Your coming foes does hide, and hide the sky,” 

The tender children, and the fathers old, 

The aged matrons, and the virgin chaste, 

That durst not shake the spear, nor target hold. 
Themselves devoutly in their temples placed ; 
fThc rest, of members strong and courage bold, 

On hardy breasts theii harness donned in haste, 
Some to the walls, some to the gates them dight, 
Their king meanwhile directs them all aright. 

All things well ordered, he withdrew with speed 
Up to a tiKtet high, two ports between, 

That so he might be near at every i^eed, 

And overlook the landSr and furrows green. * 
Thither, hf did the sweet Ermmia lead, 

That court had entertained been 

Since Christians Antioch did to bondage bring, 
And slew her father^ who thereof was king. 
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Against their foes Ciorinda sallied out, 1 3 

And many a baron bold was by her side, 

Within tlie postein stood Argantes stout 
To rescue her, if ill mote her betide : 

Witlf ^eeches brave she cheered her warlike rout, 

And with bold words them heartened as they ride, 

• “ Let us by some brave act,” quoth she, “this day 
®f Asia’s hopes the groundwoik found and lay.” 

While to her folk thus spake the virgin brave, 14 

Thereby behold foith passed a Christian band 
Towards the camp, that herds of cattle dravc. 

For they that morn had torayed ail the land ; 

The fiertc virago would that booty save, 

Whom theii^commander singled hand for hand, 

A mighty man at arms, who Ciuardo hight, 

But far too weak to match with her in fight. 

They met, a;id low in dust was Guardo laid, 1 5 

’Twixl eiiher aimy, from his sell down kest, 

The Pagans shout for joy, and hopeful said, 

Those good beginnings would have endings blest : 

Against the rest on went the noble maid, 

She broke the helm, and pierced the armdd breast, 

Her men the paths rode through’ made by her sword, 

They pass the stream where she had Ipund the ford. 

Soon was the prey out of their hands recovered, . 16 

By step and step the Frenchmen gan retire, 

Till on a little hill at last they hovered, 

Whose strength preserved them from Clorinda's ire : 

When, as a tempest that hath long been covered 
In wratery clouds breaks out with sparkling fire, 

With his strong squadron Lord Tancredi came, 

His heart with rage, his eyes with courage flame. 

Mast great the spear was which the gallant bore 1 7 

That in his warlike pnde he made to shake, « 

As winds tall cedars toss on mountains hoar ; 

The king, that wondered di his bravery*, spake 
To her, that near him seated wai 5 before, 

* Who felt her heart with love’s hot fever quake, * 7 

“ Well shouldst thou know,” quoth he, ‘\each Christian knight, , 
By long acquaintance, though in armour dight. 
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who is he shows so great worthiness, i8 

That rides so rank, and bends his lance so fell ? ” 

To this the princess said nor more nor less, ^ 

Her heart with si^hs, her eyes with teais, did swell ; 

But sighs and tears she wisely could suppress, 

Her love and passion she dissembled well, 

And strove her love and hot desire to cover, 

Till heart with sighs, and eyes with tears lan over : * 

At last she spake, and with a crafty sleight 19 

Her secret love disguised in clothes of hate : 

“ Alas, loo well,*’ she says, “ I know that knight, 

I saw hia force and courage provdd late, 

Toojate I viewed him, when his power and might 
Shook down the pillar of Cassanoe’s state ; * 

Alas what wounds he gives ! how fieice, how fell ! 

No physic helps them cure, nor magic's spell. 

“ Tancred he hight, O Macon would he wear 20 

My thrall, eie fates him of this life deprive, 

For to his hateful head such spite I bear, 

I would him reave his cruel heart on live." 

Thus said she, they that her complainings hear 
In other sense her wishes credit give. 

She sighed withal, they construed all amiss, 

And thought she wished to kill, who longed to kiss. 

This while forf h pricked Clorinda from the throng 2 1 

And ’gainst Tancredi set her spear in rest, 

Upon their helms they cracked their lances long, 

And from her -head her gilden casque he kest, 
for every lace he broke and every thong. 

And in the dust threw down her plumed crest, 

About her shoulder shone her golden locks, 

Like sunny beams, on alabaster rocks. 

A 

Her looks with fire^ her eyes with lightning blaze, 22 

Sweet was ker wrath, what then would be her smile ^ 

Tancred, whereon think’st thou ? what dost thou gaze ? 

Hast thou forgot her in so sh(St a w£ile ? ^ 

The san^ is she. the shape of Vhose sweet face 
The God' o\ Love did in thy heart compile, 

The same that left thee by the cooling stream, 

Safe from sun’s heat, but scorched with beauty’s beam. 
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The prince well knew her, though her painted shield 
^nd golden helm he had not maiked before, 

SHie saveej her head, and with her axe well steeled 
Assailed the knight ; but her the knight forbore, 
’Gaiifst other foes he proved him through the held, 

Yet she for that refraimfd ne’er the more, 

• But following, “ Turn thee,” cried, in ireful wise ; 
And so at once she threats to kill him twice. 

Not once the baron lift his aimed hand 
To strike the maid, but gazing on her eyes. 

Where lordly Cupid seemed in arms to stand, 

No way to wand or shun her blows he tties ; 

But softly' says, ‘‘No stroke of thy strong hand 
Can vanqui^ Tancred, but thy conquest lies 
In those fair eyes, which fiery weapons dart, 

That find no lighting place except this heart.” 

At last resolved, although he hoped small grace, 

Yet ere he did to tell how much he loved, 

For pleasing words in women’s ears find place, 

And gentle hearts with humble suit arc moved : 

“ O thou,” quoth he, “ withhold thy wrath a space, 

For if thou long to see my valour proved. 

Were it not better from this warlike rout 
Withdrawn, somewhere, alone to fight^it out? 

“ So singled, may we both our courage try : ” 

Clorinda to that motion yielded glad, 

And hclmless to the forestwaid gan hie, 

Whither the prince right pensive went and sad, 

And there the virgin gan him soon defy. 

One blow she strucken, and he warded had, 

When he cried, “ Hold, and ere we prove oift might. 
First hear thou some conditions of the fight.” 

fehe stayed, and desperate love had made him bold ; 

“ Since from the fight thou wilt no respite give, « 
The covenants be,” he said, “ that thou unfold 
This wretched bosom, and my h^art out rive, 

Given thee long since, and if tht>u, cruel, would ^ 
I should be dead, let me no longer live, ' ^ 

But pierce this breast, that all the worfd may say, 
The eagle made the turtle-dove her prey. 
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^ Save with thy grace, or let thine anger kill, 28 

Love hath disarmed my life of all defence ; 

An easy labour harmless blood to spill, 

Strike then, and punish where is none offence.” 

This said the prince, and more perchance had will ^ 

To have declared, to move her cruel sense. 

But in ill time of Pagans thither came * 

A troop, and Christians that pursued the same. 

The Pagans fled before their valiant foes, 29 

For dread or craft, it skills not that wc know, 

A soldier wild, careless to win or lose, 

Saw where her locks about the damsel flew, 

Anfi at her back he proffercth as he goes 
To strike whcie her he did disarmed view : 

But Tancred cried, “ Oh stay thy cursed hand,” 

And for to waid the blow lift up his brand. 

But yet the cutting steel arrived there, 30 

Wheie her fair neck adjoined her noble head. 

Light was the wound, but through her amber hair 
The purple di ops down raildd bloody red, 

So rubies set m flaming gold appear : 

But Loid Tancredi, pale with rage as lead, 

Flew on the villain, who to flight him bound ; 

The smart was hi^, though she received the wound. 

The villain IJies, he, full of rage and ire, 3 1 

Pursues, she stood and wondered on them both, 

But yet to follow them showed no desire. 

To stray so far she would perchance be loth, 

, But quickly turned her, fierce as flaming flie. 

And on her foes wreaked her anger wroth, 

On every sfde she kills them down amain, 

And now she flies, and now she turns again. 

As the swift ure by Volga’s rolling flood 32 

Chased tiwough the plains the mastiff curs toforn, 

Flies to the succour of some neighbour wood, 

And often turns again 4 iis diSadful Eiom 
Against the dogs imbrued in^weat and blood, 

That bKe*nol, till the beast to flight return ; 

Or as the Moors U their strange tennice run, 

Defenced, the flying balls unhurt to shun : 
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So ran Clorinda, so her foes pursued, 33 

Until they both appt cached the city’s wall, 

When loj the Pagans their fierce wrath renewed, 

Cast in a ring about they wheeled all, 

And*’^ainst the Christians’ backs and sides tliey showed 
Their courage fierce, and to new combat fall, 

• When down the hill Argantes came to fight, 
iLike angry Mars to aid the Trojan knight. 

F urious, tofore the foremost of his rank, 34 

In sturdy steel forth srept the warrior bold, 

The first he smote down from his saddle sank. 

The next undor his steed lay on the mould, 

Under the Saracen’s spear the worthies shrank, , 

No breastpAte could that cursed tree outhold, 

When that was broke his precious sword he drew, 

Aifd whom he hit, he felled, hurt, or slew. 

Clorinda slew Ardelio ; aged knight, 35 

Whose graver years would for no labour yield, 

His age was full of puissance and might 
Two sons he had to guard his noble eild, 

The first, far from his father’s care and sight, 

Called Alicandro wounded lay in field, 

And Poliphern the younger, by liis side, 

Had he not nobly fought had surely ^led. 

Tancred by this, that strove to overtake ^ 36 

The villain that had hurt his only dear, 

From vain pursuit at last returned back, 

And his brave troop discomfit saw well nenr, 

Thither he spurred, and gan huge slaughter make, , 

His shock no steed, his blow no knight could bear. 

For dead he strikes him whom he lights upcfii, 

So thunders break high trees on Lebanon. 

^udon his squadron of adventurers brings,# 3/ 

To aid the worthy and his tir^d crew, • 

Before the residue young Rinaldo flings 
As swift as Iftery lightning kindl® new^ 

His argent eagle with her silvei*wmgs ^ 

In field of azure, fair Erminia knew, • 

“ See there, sir King,” she says, ‘‘ a knight as bold 
And brave, as was the son of Peleus old. 
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“ He wins the prize in joust and tournament, 38 

His acts are numberless, though few his years, 

If Europe six like him to war had sent 
Among these thousand strong, of Christian peers, 

Syria were lost, lost were the Orient, * 

And all the lands the Southern Ocean wears, 

Conquered were all hot Afxic's tawny kings, 

And all that dwells by Nilus’ unknowii springs. ^ 

“ Rinaldo is his name, his armed fist 39 

llreaks down stone walls, when rams and engines fail. 

But turn your eyes because I would you wist 
What lord that is in green, and golden mail, < 

Dudon he Light who guideth as him list • 

The adventurers* troop whose prowess seld dothf fail, 

High birth, grave years, and practice long in war, 

And fearless heart, make him renowndd far. 

“ See that big man that all in brown is bound, 40 

Gernando called, the King of Norway’s son, 

A prouder knight treads not on grass or ground, 

His pride hath lost the praise his prowess won; 

And that kind pair in white all armed round. 

Is Edward and Gildippes, who begun 

Through love the hazard of fierce war to prove, 

Famous for arms^ but famous more for love.” 

While thus they tell their foemen’s worthiness, 41 

The slaughter rageth in the plain at large. 

Tancred and young Rinaldo break the press. 

They bruise the helm, and press the sevenfold targe ; 

^ The troop by Dudon led performed no less, 

But in they come and give a furious charge : 

Argantes* self fell at one single blow, 

Inglorious, bleeding lay, on earth full low: 

Nor had the boa&ter ever risen more, ' 42 

But that ‘Rinaldo’s horse e’en then down fell, 

And with the fall his leg opprest so sore, 

That for a space there must he algates dwell. * 

Mean, while the Pagan troop 5 were nigh forlore. 

Swiftly they fled, glad they escaped so well, 

Argantes and with him Clorinda stout, 

For bank and bulwark served to save the rout. 
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These fled the last, and with their force sustained 43 

The Christians’ rage, that followed them so near ; 

Their scattered troops to safety well they trained, 

And while the residue fled, the brunt these bear ; 

Du^oj^ pursued the victory he gained, 

And on yigranes nobly broke his spear, 

Then with his sword headless to ground him cast, 

^o gardeners branches lop that spring too fast. 

Algazar’s breastplate, of fine temper made, 44 

Nor Corban’s helmet, forged by magic art, 

CoiAd save their owners, for Lord Dudon’s blade 
Cleft Corban’s^head, and pierced. Algazar’s heart, 

And thoir proud souls down to the infernal shade, • 

From AmuAth and Mahomet depart ; 

Not strong Argantes thought his life was sure, 

He could not safely fly, nor fight secure. 

The angry Pagan bit his lips for teen, 45 

He ran, he stayed, lie fled, he turned again, 

Until at last unmarked, unviewed, unseen, 

When Dudon had Almansor newly slam, 

Within his side he sheathed his w'eapon keen, 

Down fell the worthy on the dusty plain, 

And lifted up his feeble eyes uncath, 

Opprest with leaden sleep, of iron degth. 

Three times he strove to view Heaven’s golden fay, 46 

And raised him on his feeble elboiv thrice, 

And thrice he tumbled on the lowly lay, 

And three times closed again his dying eyes. 

He speaks no word, yet makes his signs to pray ; , 

He sighs, he faints, he groans, and then he dies ; 

Argantes proud to spoil the corpse disdaineef, 

But shook his s\iord with blood of Dudon stained, 

3 Vnd turning to the Christian knights, he erk^d : 47 

“ Lordlings, behold, this bloody reeking blade • 

Last night was given me by your noble guide, 

Tell him whrit proof therebf this flay made, 

Needs must this please him wel? fliat is betide, ^ 

That I so well can use this martial trade, • • 

To whom so rare a gift he did presently • 

Tell him the workman fits the instrument. 
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“ If further proof thereof he long to see, 48 

Say it still thirsts, and would his heart-blood drink; 

And if he haste not to encounter me, 

Say I will find him when he least doth think/' 

The Christians at his words enraged be, 

But he to shun their ire doth safely shrink 
Under the shelter of the neighbour wall, 

Well guarded with his troops and soldiers all. 

Like storms of hnil the stones fell down from high, 49 

Cast from the bulwaiks, flankcis, ports and towers, 

The shaft** and quarries from their engines fly, 

As thick as falling drops April showers : 

The Fiench withdrew^, they list not ptess loo nigh, 

The Saiaccns escaped all the powers. 

But now Binaldo from the eaith upleapt, 

Where by the leg his steed had long him kept ; 

He came and breathed vengeance from his breast 50 

'Gainst him that noble Dudon late had slain ; 

And being come thus spake he to the rest, 

“ Warriors, why stand you gazing here in vain ? 

Tale death our valiant leader liad opprest, 

Come wieak his loss, whom bootless you complain. 

These walls are weak, they keep but cowaids out 
No rampicr can withstand a courage stout. 

Of double iron, brass or adamant, 51 

Or if tliis wall w'cre built of flaming lire, 

Yet should the Pagan vile a foitrcss want 
To shroud his cowMrd head safe fiom mine ire ; 

Come follow then, and bid base Ic.ir av.iunt. 

The harder work deseivcs the greater hire * " 

And with'lhat word close to th** walls he starts, 

Nor fears he ariows, quarries, stones or darts. 

Above the waves as Neptune lift his eyes 52 

To chide the winds, that Trojan ships opprest, 

And w'ith his countenance calmed seas, winds and skies ; 

So looked Rinaldo, vi'hen be shook his crest 
Before those walls, each Fagan fears and flies 
His {frdadful sighjt, or trembling stayed at least : 

Sufch dread his awful visage on them cast. 

So seem poor doves at goshawks’ sight aghast 
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The Herald Ligierc now from Godfrey came, 

To will them stay and calm their courage hot ; 

‘‘ Retire, ’'‘quoth he, “ Godfrey commands the same ; 
To Mireak your ire this season fitteth not : ” 

Though loth, Rinaldo stayed, and stopped the flame, 
That boiled in his hardy stomach hot ; 
yis bridled fury grew thereby xnoie fell, 

So rivers, stopped, above their banks do swell. 

• 

The bands retire, not dangered by their foes 
In their retreat, so wise were they and wary, 

To murdered Dudon each lamenting goc^^, 

From w'onted ifee of ruth they list*not vary. 

Upon thbir friendly arms they soft impose 
The noble burden of his corpse to carry : 

Meanwhile Godiredo from a mountain great 
Bcfield the sacred city and her seat. 


Hierusalem is seated on two hills 
Of height unlike, and turned side to side. 

The space between, a gentle valley fills, 

From mount to mount expansed fair and wide. 
Three sides are sure imbarred with crags and hills, 
The rest is easy, scant to rise espied : 

But mighty bulwarks fence that plainer pai t. 

So art helps nature, nature strengthen^tii ait. 


The town is stored of troughs and cisterns, mad^ 
To keep fresh water, but the country seems 
Devoid of grass, unfit for ploughmen's trade, 

Not fertile, moist with livers, wells and streams ; 
There grow few trees to make the summer's shade, 
To shield the parchdd land from scorching beams, 
Save that a wood stands six miles from the town, 
With aged cedars dark, and shadows brown. 


By east, among the dusty valleys, glide • 

The silver streams of Jordan's crystal flood; 

By west, the Midland Sea. with bounders tied 
Of sandy shores, where Joppa wiiniom«tood ; 

By north Samaria stands, and oh that side 
The golden calf was reared in Bethel wood ; 
Bethlem by south, where Christ incarnate was, 
A pearl in steel, a diamond set in brass. 
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While thus the Duke on every side descried 58 

The city's strength, the walls and gates about, 

And saw where least the same was fortified, 

Where weakest seemed the walls to keep him out ; 

Erminia as he armdd rode, him spied, 

And thus bespake the heathen tyrant stout, 

“ See Godfrey there, in purple clad and gold, 

II is stately port, and princely look behold. 

“ Well seems he born to be with honour crowned, 59 

So well the loie he knows of regiment, 

Peerless in fight, m counsel grave and sound, 

The double gift of glory excellent, 

AniOng th'ise armies is no w-arrior found 
(braver in speech, bolder in tournament. 

Raymond pardie in counsel match him might ; 

Tancred and young Rinaldo like in fight.” * 

To whom the king : “ He likes me well therefore, 60 

I knew him whilom in the court of France 
When I from Egypt went ambassador, 

I saw him thcie bieak many a sturdy lance, 

And yet his chm no sign of manhood bore ; 

His youth was foiwaid, but with governance. 

His words, his actions, and his portance brave, 

Of future virtue, timely tokens gave. 

“ Presages, r.h too true : ” with that a space 61 

He sighed for grief, then said, “ Fain would I know 
The man in red, with such a knightly grace, 

A worthy lord he scemeth by his show. 

How like to Godfrey looks he in the face. 

How like in pprson ! but some-deal more low.” 

“ Baldwin,” quoth she, that noble baron higbt, 

By birth his brother, and his match in might. 

** Next look on him that seems for counsel fit, 62 

'Whose siUer locks betray his store of days, 

Raymond he hight, a man qf wondrous wit, 

Of Toulouse lord, his Visdom is his praise ; 

What be Jorethinks doth, as ke looks for, hit. 

His sti^agems ha%e good success always : 

With gilded helm beyond him rides the mild 

And good Prince William, England’s king's dear child. 
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With him is Guelpho, as his noble mate, 

In birth, ^in acts, in arms alike the rest, 

I know him well, since I beheld him late, 

By flis broad shoulders and his squared breast : 

But my ^roud foe that quite hath ruinate 
My high estate, and Antioch opprest, 

f see not, Boemond, that to death did bring 
Mine agdd lord, my father, and my king.” 

Thus talked they ; meanwhile Godfredo went 
Do^n to the troops that in the valley stayed, 

And for in vai|i he thought the labour spent. 

To assail those parts that to the mountains laid, 
Against thowiorthern j^ate his foicc he bent, 

Gainst it he camped, gainst it his engines played ; 
AU felt the fury of his angry power. 

That from those gates lies to the corner towei. 

The town's third part was this, or little less, 

Fore which the duke his glorious ensigns spread, 

For so great compass had that forieress, 

That round it could not be enviromfd 
With narrow siege — nor Babers king I guess 
That whilom took it, such an arnty led — 

But all the ways be kept, by which his foe 
Might to or from the city come or go* 

His care was next to cast the trenches deep, * 

So to preserve his resting camp by night, 

Lest from the city while his soldiers sleep 
They might assail them with untimely fight. 

This done he went wheic lords and princes weep 
With dire complaints about the murdered knight. 
Where Dudon dead lay slaughtered on the ground 
And all the soldiers sat lamenting round. 

• 

His wailing friends adorned the mournful bier 
With woeful pomp, whereon his corpse they laid, 

And when tljpy saw tlie Dulloign* prippe draw near, 
All felt new grief, and each new sorrow made ; 

But he, withouten show or change of cheer, • 

His springing tears within their fountains stayed, 

His rueful looks upon the corpse he cast 
Awhile, and thus bespake the same at last : 
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“We need not mourn for thee, here laid to rest, 68 

Earth is thy bed, and not the grave the skies 
Are for thy soul the cradle and the nest, 

There live, for here thy glory never dies : ^ 

For like a Chiisiian knight and champion blest 
Thou didst both live and die : now feed thine eyes 
With thy Redeemer's sight, where crowned with bliss • 

Thy faith, zeal, merit, well-deserving is. 

“ Our loss, not thine, provokes these plaints and tears. 69 ^ 
For wlien we lost thee, then our ship her mast, * 

Our chariot lost her wheels*, their points our rpears, 

Tl^e bird of conquest her chief feather cast : • 

But ihougli thy death far from our army bears * 

Her chiefest earthly aid, in hea\en yet placed 
Thou wilt procuie us help Divine, so reaps 
He that sows godly soirow, joy by heaps. 

“ For if our God the Lord Armipotent 70 

Those aimdd angels in our aid down send 
That were at Dothan to his prophet sent, 

Thou wilt come dowm with them, and well defend 
Our host, and with thy sacred weapons bent 
(Jainst Sion's fort, these gates and bulwarks lend, 

That so thy hand may win this hold, and we 
May in these temples praise our Christ for thee." 

Thus he complained ; but now the sable shade 71 

Vclcped njghi, had thick envelopdd 

The sun in veil of double darkness made ; 

Sleep, casc^d care ; rest, brought complaint to hied : 

All night the wary duke devising laid 
How that high wall should best be batteidd, 

How his strong engines he might aptly fiame, 

And whence get timber fit 10 build the same. 

< 

Up with the lark the sorrowful duke arose, 7 2 

A mourner chief at Dudon’s burial, 

Of cypress sad a pile^his fivends ct^mposc ^ 

Under a hill o’ergrown withicedars tall, 

Besid^ %f*c hearse a fruitful palm-tree grows, 

Ennobled since* by this great funeral, 

Where Dudon’s corpse they softly laid in ground, 

The priest sung hymns, the soldiers wept around. 
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Among the boughs, they here and there bestow 
Ensigns and arms, as witness of his praise, 

Which he from Pagan loids, that did them owe, 

Had Von in prosperous fights and happy frays : 

His shield they fixed on the bole below. 

And ther<? this distich under-writ, which savs, 

^•This palm with stretched arms, doth oveispicad 
The champion Dudon*s glorious carcase dead/' 

• 

This work performed with advisement good, 

Godfrey his carpenters, and men of skill 
In all the camy, sent to an aged wood, 

With coyvoy meet to guard them sate from ill. 

Within a vaiiey deep this forer.t stood, 

To Christian eyes uii'^’cen, unknown, until 
A iJyiian told the duke, who thilhtr sent 
Thoac chosen workmen that for timber wcm. 

And now the axe raged in the forcot wild, 

The echo sighed in the gn/ves unseen, 

The weeping nymphs fled fiom then bowcis exiled, 
Down fell the shady tops of shaking liecn, 

Down came the sacred jialms, the ashes wild. 

The funeral cypress, holly ever green, 

The weeping fir, thick beech, and sailing pine, 

The married elm fell wnth Ins fruitful vine. 

The shooter yew, the broad-leaved sycamore, • 

The barren plantain, and the w'alnut sound 
The myrrh, that her foul sin doth still deploic, 

The alder owner of all waterish ground, 

Sweet juniper, w'hose shadow hurteth sore, 

Proud cedar, oak, tiie king of forests ciownecl 
Thus fell the trees, wath noise the df^citi: roar , 

The beasts, their caves, the buds, their nests foiloic. 
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GODFREY OF BULLOl'GNE. 


THE ARGUMENT. 

Satan his n<^nds and spirits asscrnblcth all, 

And sends them forth to work tli<* t. hiisluins woe 
False Hidraort then aid from hell doth call. 

And sends Arniida to entrap his foe . 

She tells her birth, her fortune, and her fall. 

Asks aid, allures and wins the worthies so 
'I hat they consent her enterprise to prove . 

She wins them with deceit, craft, beauty, love 


W HILE thus their work went on with lucky speed. 
And reared rams their horndd fronts advance. 
The Ancient Foe to man, and mortal seed, 

His wannish eyes upon them bent askance ; 

*And when he saw their laboius well succeed, 

He wept for rdge, and threatened dire mischance. 

He choked his curses, to himself he spake, 

Such noise wild bulls that softly bellow make. 

At last res9lving in his damned thought 
To find some let to stop their warlike feat, 

He gave command his Ptiikxs shout'd be brought 
Before the throne of his infernal seat. 

O fool l\ if it werf a thing of nought 
God to fesist, or change his purpose great, 

Who on his foes doth thunder in his ire, 

« WhoSe arrows hailstones be and coals of fire. 
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The dreary trumpet blew a dreadful blast, 

And rumbled through the lands and kingdoms under, 
ThrougH wasteness wide it roared, and hollows vast, 
And filled the deep with horror, fear and wonder, 

Not half so dreadful noise the tempests cast. 

That faM from skies with storms of hail and thunder, 
•Not half so loud the whistling winds do sing. 

Broke from the earthen prisons of their King. 

• 

The peers of Pluto’s realm assembled been 
Anfid the palace of their angry King, 

In hideous forms and shapes, tofore unseen, 

That fear, death, teiror and amazement bring, 

With ugly i^aws some trample on the green, 

Some gnaw the snakes that on their shoulders hing, 
Apd some their forked tails stretch foith on high, 
And tear the twinkling stars from trembling sky. 

There were Silenus’ foul and loathsome route, 

There Sphinxes, Centaurs, there were Gorgons fell, 
Thcie howling Scillas, yawling round about, 

There serpents hiss, there seven -mouthed Hydras yell, 
Chimera there spues fire and brimstone out, 

And Polyphemus blind supporteth hell, 

Besides ten thousand monsters therein dwells 
Misshaped, unlike themselves, and like nought else. 

About their prince each took his wonted seat * 

On thrones red-hot, ybuilt of burning brass, 

Pluto in middest heaved his trident great, 

Of rusty iron huge that forged was, 

The rocks on which the salt sea billows beat, 

And Atlas’ tops, the clouds in height that pass^ 
Compared to his huge person mole-hills be, 

So his rough front, his horns so lifted he. 

^ » 

The tyrant proud frowned from his lofty cell, 

And with his looks made all his monsters tremble,* 
His eyes, that full of rago and vqnom swell, 

Two beacon? seem, that men tc^ arms assemble. 

His feltered locks, that on his bosom fell, • ; 

On rugged mountains briars and thorns rSscmble, 

His yawning mouth, that foam^ clotfed blood, 
Gap^ like a whirlpool wide in Stygian flood. > 
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And as Mount Htna vomits sulphur out, 

Wiih Clifts of burning crags, and fiie and snloke. 

So from his mouth flew kindled coals about, 

Hot sparks and smells that man and beast would cholie, 
The gnarnng porter dui%t r^ot whine for doubt ; * 

Still were the Furies, while their sovereign spoke,* 

And swift Cocytus stayed his murmur ‘thrill, i 

While thus the murderer thundered out his will. 

Ye powers infernal, worthier far to sit 
About the sun, wher.ce you your offspiing take, ‘ 

With me that whilom, through the welkin flijr, 

Di)wn tumbled headlong to this empty lake ; ^ 

Our former glory still remember it, c 

Our bold attempts and war we once did make 
Gainst him, that rules above the starry sphere. 

For which like traitors we lie damned heic. 

“ And now instead of clear and gladsome sky, 

Of Titan’s brightness, that so gloiious is. 

In this deep darkness lo we helpless lie, 

Hopeless again to joy our former bliss. 

And more, which makes my griefs to multiply, 

That sinful creature man, elected is ; 

And in our place the heavens possess he must, 

Vile man, begot* of clay, and born of dusU 

“ Nor this ‘sufficed, but that he also gave 
His only Son, his darling to be slam, 

To conquer so, hell, death, sm and the grave, 

And man condemned to restore again. 

He brake our prisons and would aigates save 
The souls tkat here should dwell in woe and pain, 

And now in heaven with him they live always 
With endless glory crowned, and lasting praise. 

* 

But why recount I thus our passed harms } 
Remembrance fresh makes weakened sorrows strong, 
Expuisdd were we with ii^urious«arms ^ 

From those due honours, us of right belong. 

But fel^us leave to speak of these alarms, 

And 1)end our folces gainst our present wrong : 

Ah ! see you no*t, how he attempted hath 
To bring all lands, all nations to his faith ? 
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‘‘Then, let us careless spend the day and niyht, 13 

Without regard what haps, what comes or goes. 

Let Asia subject be to Christians* might, 

A preyjDe Sion to her conquering foes, 

Let her adore again her Christ aright, 

WJio her before all nations whilom chose ; 

IR brazen tables be his lore ywrit, 

And let all tongues and lands acknowledge k. 

“ So shall our sacred altars all be his, 1 4 

Our fioly idols tumbled in ilie mould, 

To him the wrotched man that sinful is 
Shall pra^’, and otTer incense, mynh and gold ; 

Our temples %hall theii: costly deckings miss, 

With naked wails and pillais freezing cold, 

Tribute of souls shall end, and our estate, 

Or Pluto reign in kingdoms desolate. 

“ Oh, be not then the courage peri'^hcd clean, j 5 

That w'hilom dwelt within your haughty thought. 

When, armed ^\nh shining fire and w'eapons keen. 

Against the angels of proud Heaven we fought, 

I gr.int we fell on the Phlegrean green, 

Yet good our cause was, though our foilune nought i 
For chance assisteth oft the ignobler part. 

We lost the field, yet lost we not our Ifeart. 

“ Go then, my strength, my hope, my Spii its go * 1 6 

These w^estern rebels with your powder withstand, 

Pluck up these weeds, befoic they overgrow 
The gentle garden of the Hebrews* land, 

Quench out this spark, before it kindle so 
That Asia burn, consumdd with the biand. » 

Use open force, or secret guile unspied ; 

For craft is virtue gainst a foe defied. 

• 

• 

“ Among the knights and worthies of their train, 1 7 

Let some like outlaws wander uncouth ways, 

Let some be ^ain in field, *let some ags^jn 
Make oracles of women’s yeas and nays, 

And pine in foolish love, let some complain ' ; 

On Godfrey’s inile, and mutinies gainst him raise, 

Turn each one’s sword against his fellow’s heart, 

Thus kill them ail or spoil the greatest paru” ' , 
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Before his words the tyrant ended had, l 8 

The lesser devils arose with ghastly roar, 

And thronged forth about the world to gad, 

Each land they filled, river, stream and shore, 

The goblins, fairies, fiends and furies mad, 

Ranged in flowery dales, and mountains hoar, 

And under every trembling leaf they sit, » 

Between the solid earth and welkin dit. 

About the world they spread forth far and wide, 

Filling the thoughts of each ungodly heart ' 

With secret mischief, anger, hate and piide,^ 

Wounding lost souls with sin’s empoisoned dait. , 

Bjt say, my Muse, recount whence first they tried 
To hurt the Chiistian lords, and fiom what part, 

Thou knowest of things performed so long agone, 

This latter age hears little truth or none. 

The town Damascus and the lands about 20 

Ruled Hidraort, a wizard grave and sage, 

Acquainted well with all the damned rout 
Of Pluto’s reign, even from his tender age ; 

Yet of this wai he could not figure out 
The wishdd ending, or success piesage, 

For neither stars above, nor powers of hell, 

Nor skill, nor ar., nor charm, nor devil could tclL 

And yet he* thought, — O vain conceit of man, 

Which as thou wishest judgest things to come ! — 

That the French host to sure destruction ran, 

Condemndd quite by Heaven’s eternal doom ; 
i He thinks no force withstand or vanquish can 

The Egypiiap strength, and therefore would that some 
Both of the prey and glory of the fight 
Upon this Syrian folk would haply light. 

But for he heldlhe Frenchmen’s worth in prize, 

And feartrd the doubtful gain of bloody war, 

He, that was closely false^nd slily wise. 

Cast how he might annoy tljem most from far : 

And as J^e gan upon this point devise, — 

As cofinsellers in fll still nearest are, — 

At hand was Satto, ready ere men need. 

If once they think, to make them do, the deed. 
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He counselled him how best to hunt his game, 

What dart to cast, what net, what toil to pitch. 

A niece lie had, a nice and tender dame, 

Peefless in wit, in nature’s blessings rich, 

To alf deceit she could her beauty frame, 

False, faTr and young, a virgin and a witch ; 

Co her he told the sum of this emprise, 

And praised her thus, for she was fair and wise : 

“My dear, who underneath these locks of gold, 

Ancf native brightness of thy lovely hue, 

Hidest grave tjioughts, iipc wit, and wisdom old, 

More slyll than I, in all mine arts untrue. 

To thee my*purpose great I must unfold, 

This enterprise thy cunning must pursue, 

Weave thou to end this ueb which I begin, 

I wall the distaff hold, come thou and spin. 

“ Go to the Christians’ host, and there assay 
All subtle sleights that women use in love, 

Shed brinish tears, sob, sigh, entreat and pray, 

Wring thy fair hands, cast up thine eyes above, 

For mourning beauty hath much power, men say, 

The stul)born hearts with pity frail to move ; 

Look pale for dread, and blush sometime for shame, 
In seeming truth thy lies will soonest Trame. 

“ Take with the bait Lord Godfrey, if thou may^st ; 
Frame snares of look, strains of alluring speech ; 

For if he love, the conquest then thou hast, 

Thus purposed war thou may’st wath ease impeach, 
Else lead the other Lords to deserts waste. 

And hold them slaves far from their leader’s reach • " 
Thus taught he her, and for conclusion, saith, 

“ All things are lawful for our lands and faith. ” 

• 

The sweet Armida took this charge on hand, ^ 

A tender piece, for beauty, sex and age. 

The sun was sunken undetneath ifcffe land, 

When she beg^n her wanton pilgrimage, 

In silken weeds she trusteth to withstand, • * 

And conquer knights in warlike equipag^ 

Of their night ambling dame the Syrians prated, 
Some good, some bad, as they her loved«or hated. * 
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Within few da\s the nymph ariivdd there 
Wheie puissant Godfrey had his tents ypight; 

Upon her strange attire, and visage clear, 

Gazdd each soldier, gazed every knight : 

As when a comet doth in skies appear, • 

The people stand amazdd at the light ; 

• So wondered they, and each at other sought, 

What mister wight she was, and whence ybrought, 

Yol never eye to Cupid’s service vowed 29 

Beheld a face of such a lovely pride ; « 

A tii.sel veil her amber locks did shroud, 

That strove to cover what* it could not hide, ‘ 

TK-e golden sun behind a silver cloud, ^ 

So stieameth out his beams on every side, 

The marble goddess, set at Cnidos, naked 
She seemed, were she unclothed, or that awakdd. 

The gamesome wind among her tresses plays, ,30 

And curleth up those growing riches short ; 

Her spaieful eye to spread his beams denays. 

But keeps his shot where Cupid keeps his fort ; 

The rose and lilv on her cheek assays 
To paint true fairness out in bravest sort. 

Her li])S, where blooms nought but the single rose. 

Still blush, for still they kiss while still they close. 

Her breasts^ two hills o’erspread with putest snow, 31 

Sweet, smooth and supple, soft and gently swelling, 

Between them lies a niilken dale below, 

Wheie love, youth, gladness, whiteness make their dwelling, 
Her breasts half hid, and half wxrc laid to show, 

Her envioiis^vesture greedy sight repelling ; 

So was the wanton clad, as if this much 
Should please the eye, the rest unseen, the touch. 

As when the sudbeams dive through Tagus’ wave 32 

*To spy tke store-house of his springing gold, 

Love-piercing thought so^roughjier mantle drave, 

And in hei gentle hoSom wandered bold ; • 

It vi^^ the wondrous beauty virgins have, 

And 41 to fond desire with vantage told, 

Alas ! what hop» is left, to quench his fire 
Tbjfit kindled i| by sight, blown by desire. 
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Thus passed she, praised, wished, and wondered at, 33 

Among the troops who there encamped lay, 

She smiled for joy, but w ell dissembled that, 

Her greedy eye chose out her wishdd prey ; 

On all ber gestures seeming virtue sat, 

Towaids the imperial tent she asked the way : 

With that she met a bold and lovesome knight, 

Lord Godfrey s youngest brother, Eustace hight. 

This was the fowl that first fell in the snare, 

He s^w her fair, and hoped to find her kind ; 

The throne of Cupid had an easy stair, 

His barque is fif to aail with every »wind, 

The breach he makes no wisdom can lepair : 

With reverente meet the baron low inclined, 

And thus his purpose to the virgin told, 

For*yoiith, use, nature, all had made him bold. 

Lady, if thee beseem a stile so low, 3 5 

In whose sweet looks such sacred beauty shine, — . 

For never \et did Heaven such grace bestow 
On any daughter born of Adam’s line — 

'fhy name let us, though far unworthy, know, 

Unfold thy will, and whence thou art in fine. 

Lest my aiulacious boldness learn too late 
What honours due become thy high estate ’* 

“ Sir Knight,’’ quoth she, ‘‘your praises reach loq high 36 
Above her merit you cominendcn so, 

A hapless maid I am, both born to die 
, And dead to joy, that live m care and w’oe, 

A viigin helpless, fugitive pardie, , 

My native soil and kingdom thus forego 

To seek Duke Godfrey’s aid, such stt»re men fell 
Of virtuous ruth doth in his bosom dwell, 

‘^Conduct me then that mighty duke before,* 37 

If you be courteous, sir, well you seem.” • 

“ Content,” quoth he, “ since of one womb ybore. 

We brothers are, your fort fine godfT esteem 
To encounter me whose woid prdvaileth moie ^ 

In Godfrey’s hearing than you haply deen^ ^ • 

Mine aid I grant, and his I promise tc^, 

All that his sceptre, or my sword, can do.” 
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He led her easily ibrth when this was said^ 38 

Where Godfrey sat among his lords and peers, 

She reverence did, then blushed, as one dismayed 
To speak, for secret wants and inward fears, * 

It seemed a bashful shame her speeches stayed, • 

At last the courteous duke her gently cheers ; • 

Silence was made, and she began her tale, t 

They sit to hear, thus sung this nightingale : 

“ Victorious prince, whose honourable name 39 

Is held so great among our Pagan kings, • 

That to those lands thou dost by conquest tame 
That thou hast won them ‘some content it brings ; 

W,j*ll known to all is thy immortal fame, ^ 

The earth, thy worth, thy foe, thy praises sings, 

And Paynims wrongdd come td seek thine aid. 

So doth thy virtue, so thy power persuade. 

“ And I though bred in Macon^s heathenish lore, 40 

Which thou oppiessest with thy puissant might. 

Yet trust thou wilt an helpless maid restore, 

And repossess her in her father’s right : 

Others in their distress do aid implore 
Of kin and friends ; but I in this sad plight 
Invoke thy help, my kingdom to invade, 

So doth thy virtu/5, so my need persuade. 

** In thee I hope, thy succours I invoke, 41 

To win the crown whence I am dispossest ; 

For like renown awaiteth on the stroke 
To cast the haughty down or raise the opprest ; 

^ Nor greater glory brings a sceptre bioke, 

Than doth deliverance of a maid distiest ; 

And since thou canst at will perform the thing, 

More is thy praise to make, than kill a king. 

% 

** But if thou woftld’st thy succours due excuse, 42 

■Because ui Christ I have no hope nor trust, 

Ah yet for virtue's sake, tijj virtue^use ! 

Who scorneth gold because it lies in dust ? • 

Be wijp^ss Heaven, if thou to grant refuse, 

Thou dost forsake^a maid in cause most just, 

And for thou shak at large my fortunes know, 

I will my wronj^s and their great treasons show. 
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Prince Arbilan that reigndd in his life 43 

On fair Damascus, was my noble sire, 

Born of mean race he was, yet got to wife 
The Queen Chariclia, such was the fire 
Of her Hot love, but soon the fatal knife 
Had cut thte thread that kept their joys entire, 

Far so mishap her cruel lot had cast. 

My birth, her death ; my first day, was her last. 

• 

And ere five years were fully come and gone 44 

Sjnee^is dear spouse to hasty death did yield. 

My father also c^ed, consumed with moan, 

And sought his love amid the Elysian field, 

His crown an|J me, poor orphan, left alone, * 

Mine uncle governed in my tender eild ; 

For jvell he thought, if mortal men have faith, 

In brother’s breast true love his mansion hath. 

He took the charge of me and of the crown, 45 

And with kind shows of love so brought to pas^ 

That through Damascus great report w\as blown 
How good, how just, how kind mine uncle w'as ; 

Whether he kept his wicked hate unknown 
And hid the serpent in the flow^ering grass. 

Or that true faith did in his bosom won, 

Because he meant to match me with hi:^ son 

Which son, wulhin short w'hilc, did undertake * 

Degree of kniglithood, as beseemed him well, 

Yet never durst he for his lady's sake 
Break sword or lance, advance in lofty sell ; 

As fail he was, as Citherea's make, 

As proud as he that signoriseth hell, 

In fashions wayward, and in love unkind, 

For Cupid deigns not wound a currish mind. 

This paragon should Queen Armida wed, 

A goodly swain to be a princess' fere, 

A lovely partner of a lady's bed, ^ 

A noble head a*golden crown to wpar ; 

His glosing sire his errand daily said. 

And sugared speeches whispered in mine eaf 
To make me take this darling in mine arms. 

But still the adder stopt her ears from chawns 
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“ At last he left me with a troubled grace, 48 

Thiough which transparent was his inward spite, 

Methought I read the story in his face 
Of these mishaps that on me since have light, 

Since that foul spirits haunt my resting-place, 

And ghastly visions break my sleep by night, 

Orief horroi, fear my fainting soul did kill, 

For so my mind foreshowed my coming ill. 

“ Three limes the shape of my dear mother came, 49 

Talc, sad, dismayed, to warn me in my dieam, 

Alas, how far transformed from the same 
Whose eyes shone erst lifce Titan’s gloriou? beam ; 

* Daugiiter,’ she says, * fly, fly, behold thy daire 
Foreshows the treasons of thy wretched eame, 

Who poison gainst thy harmless life provides : * 

This said, to shapeless air unseen she glides. 

“ But what avail high walls or bulwarks strong, 50 

Where fainting cowards liavc the piece to guard ? 

My sox U)o weak, mine age was all too young, 

To undertake alone a work so haid, 

To wander wild the desert woods among, 

A banished maid, of wonted ease debarred. 

So giievous seemed, that liefer weie my death. 

And there to expire where lirst 1 drew my breath. 

“ I feared ‘deadly evil if long I slayed, 51 

And yet to fly had neither will nor power, 

Xor durst my heart declare it waxed afraid. 

Lest so I hasten might ray d>ing hour: 

Thus lestless waited 1 , unhappy maid, 

What hand should first pluck up my springing flower, 

Even as the wretch condemned to lose his hfe 
Awaits the failing of the murdering kntfe. 

** In these extremes, for so my fortune would 52 

Perchance preserve me to my further ill, 

One of my noble faOicr^scrvantB old, 

That for his goodness bore his child good will, 

Wiljt Store of tears this treason *gan unfold, 

And said ; my ^ardian would his pupil kill. 

And that himself, if promise made be kept, 

Should give me poison dire ere next I slept. 
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“And further told me, if I wished to live, S3 

I must convey myself by secret fliijht, 

And offeree! then all succours he could give 
To aid* his mistress, banished from her right. 

His worfls of comfort, fear to exile drive, 

The dread bf death made lesser dangers light • 

Soiwe concluded, when the shadows* dim 
Obscured the earth 1 should depart with him. 

• 

“Of close escapes the aged patrone'^s, 54 

• }51acki!V than erst, her sable mantle spread, 

Wlien with two tjusty maids, in great distress, 

Holh from^mine uncle and my realm I tied ; 

Oft looked I l^ck, but hardly could suppress 
Those streams of tears, mine eyes uncessant shed, 

For vhen I looked on my kingdom lost, 

It was a grief, a death, an hell almost. 

“ My steeds drew on the burden of my limbs, 55 

Hut still my looks, my thoughts, drew back as fist. 

So fare the men, that from the heaven’s biim^, 

Far out to sea. by sudden storm arc cast ; 

Swift o’er the grass the rolling chaiiol swims, 

Through ways unknown, all night, all day we ha- to, 

At last, nigh tiied, a castle strong we fand. 

The utmost border of my native land. • 

“ The fort Aronles w’as, for so the knight • 56 

Was called, that my deliverance thus had wrought, 
r>ut when the tyrant saw, by mature dig lit 
I had escaped the treasons of his thought, 

The rage increased in the cursdd wight 

Gainst me, and him, that me to safety brought, • 

And us accused, we would have poisoncSd 
Him, but descried, to save our lives w'e fled, 

• ^ 

“ And that in lieu of his approved truth, 57 

To poison him I hir^d h:\d my guide. 

That he dispatched, mme ui^bridled .youth 
Might range atVill, in no subjectipn tied. 

And that each night 1 slept — O foul untruth ! — 

Mine honour lost, by this Arontes' side : • 

But Heaven I pray send down revenging fire. 

When so base love shall change my chastcadesire. 
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Not that he bitteih on my rc^al throne, 58 

Nor that he thirst to drink my lukewarm blood, 

So "rieveth me, as this despite alone, 

That my renown, which ever blameless stood, 

Hath lost the h;;ht wherewith it always shone: 

With foiged hes he makes his tale so j^ood, 

And holds my subjects' hearts in such suspense, < 

That none takes armour for their queen’s defence. 

“ And though he do my regal throne possess, 59 

Cloth( 5 d in purple, crowned with burnished gold ; 

Yet IS his hate, his rancour, ne’er the less, 

Since nought assuageth malice when ’tis old : 

Vie threats to burn Arontes’ forteress, 

And murder him unless he yield the hold, 

And me ind mine threats not with war, but death,* 

7 'hus caiibolesb hatred, endless is iineath. 

“ And so he trusts to wash away the stain, 60 

And hide his shameful fact wnth mine offence, 

And saith he will restore the throne again 
To hib late honour and due excellence, 

And therefore would I should be algatcb slain. 

For while I live, his light is in biispense. 

This ib the cause my guiltless life is sought, 
h'or on my niin«is his safety wrought. 

“ And let the tyrant have his heart’s desire, 6 1 

Let him perform the cruelty he meant, 

My guiltless blood must quench the ceaseless fire 
On w'hich my endless tears were bootless spent, 

Unless thou help ; to thee, renowmed Sire, 

I fly, a virgin, orphan, innocent. 

And let these tears that on thy feet distil, 

Redeem the drops of blood, he thirsts to spill. 

‘‘ By these thy glorious feet, that tread secure 62 

On necks of tyrants, by thy conquests brave, 

By that right hand, andt-by thos^ temples pure 
Thou seek’ St to free from Jd aeon’s lore, I cra*ve 
Helo fpr this sickness none but thou canst cure, 

My tifc and kingdom let thy mercy save 

From death and rum : but in vain I prove thee, 

!£ right, if tryth, if justice cannot move thee. 
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“ Thou who dost all thou wishest, at thy will, 63 

jfVnd never wiliest aught but what is right, 
l^reserve this guiltless blood they seek to spill ; 

Thine be my kingdom, save it w'llh thy might : 

Among ftiese captains, lords, and knights of skill. 

Appoint ten, approved most m tight, 

\Vlio with assistance of my friends and km. 

May serve my kingdom lost again to win. 

• 

“ For lo a knight, that had a gate to waid, 64 

A maif of chiefest trust about his king. 

Hath piomised so to beguile the guard 

That me and mine he undei takes td bring 

Safe, wheie tl^p tyrant haply sleepelh hard : • 

He counselled me to undertake this thing, 

Of tljce some little succour to intreat, 

Whose name alone accomplish can the feat.” 

This said, his answer did the nymph attend, (>5 

Her looks, her sighs, her gestures all did pray him . 

Ilut (iodfroy wisely did his grant suspend, 

He doubts the worst, and that awhile did stay him, 

He knows, who fears no CJod, he loves no friend. 

He fears the heathen talse w'ould thus betray him : 

But yet such ruth dwelt m his princely mind, 

That gainst his wisdom, pity made hini*kind. 

Besides the kindness of his gentle thought, • f'6 

Ready lo comfort each distiessed wight, 

The maiden’s offer profit wath it brought ; 

For if the Syrian kingdom wxrc her right, 

That won, the w'ay were easy, which he sought, • 

To bring all Asia subject lo Ins might : * « 

There might he raise munition, arms and treasure, 

To woik the Egyptian king and his displeasure. 

• 

Thus was his noble heart long time betwixt * 67 

Fear and remorse, not granting nor denying, • 

Upon his eyes the dame hei lookings fixed, 

As if her life affd death lay on his^ saying. 

Some tears she shed, with sighs and sobbings mixed, • • 

As if her hopes were dead through his defying ; * 

At last her earnest suit the duke denayefl, 

But with sweet words thus would content ^le maid. • 
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“ If not in service of our God we fought, 68 

In meaner quairel if this suotd were shaken, 

Well might thou gather in thy gentle thought, 

So fair a princess should not be forsaken ; • 

But bince these armies, from the world's end biouglft, 

To free this sacicd town have undertaken, * 

It were unfit we turned our strength away, t 

And victory, even in her coming, stay. 

• 

“ I promise thee, and on my princely word 69 

The burden of thy wish ami hope repose, • * 

That wlien tlii^ chosen temjile of the Loid, ^ 

Her holy dotjrs shall to fiis saints unclose ^ 

Iti rest and peace ; then this victorious sword ^ 

Shall execute due vengeance on thy foes ; 

But if for pity of a worldly dame , 

I left this work, such pity were my shame/’ 

At this the princess bent her eyes to ground, 70 

And stood unmoved, though not unniaiked, a space, 

The secret bleeding of her inward wound 
Shed heavenly dew upon her angel’s face. 

“■ Poor wretch,’’ quoth she, “in tears and soirows dicnnif'd. 
Death be ihy peace, the grave thy lesting-place. 

Since such thy hap, that lest thou mercy find 
The gentlest henrt on earth is proved unkind. 

“ Where rfone attends, what boots it to complain ? 71 

Men’s fiowaid hearts are moved with women's tears 
As marble stones are jnerced with drops of rain. 

No plaints find passage through unwilling ears ; 

The tyrant, haply, would his wiath restrain 
Heard he tJiese prayers ruthless Godfrey hears, 

Yet not thy fault is this, my chance, I see, 

Hath made even pity, pitiless in thee. 

** So both thy goodness, and good hap, denayed me, 72 

Grief, sorrow, mischief, care, hath overthrown me, 

The star that ruled my Wrthdaythath betrayed me. 

My genius sees his charge, but dares not owA me, 

Of meen-like state, my flight hath disarrayed me. 

My lather died, ftre he five years had known me, 

My kingdom loflt, and lastly resteth now, 

Down with the tree sith broke is every bough. 
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” And for the modest lore of maidenhood, 

Bids me not sojourn with these armed nicn^ 

O whither shall I fly, what secret wood 
Shall ^|ide me from the tyrant ? or what den, 

W^iat r<jck, what vault, w hat cave can do me good 
No, no, wl^ere death is sure, it rcsteth then 
To scorn his power and be it thcicforc scon, 

APmida lived, and died, both like a queen.*’ 

With that she looked as if a proud disdain 
Kindlgd displeasure in her noble mind, 

'I’he way she came she turned her steps again. 

With gestuio sai but m disdainful ^ind, 

A tempest railed down her cheeks amain. 

With tears of*woc, and sighs of anger’s wind ; 

The drops her footsteps wash, whereon she treads. 
And* seems to step on pearls, or crystal heads. 

Her cheeks on which this streaming nectar fell, 

Stilled thiough the limbeck of her diamond eyes, 

The roses white and led resembled well, 

AVhcrcon the rorj May-dew sprinkled lies 
When the fair inoni first blushelh fiom her cell. 

And breatheth balm fi oni opened paradise ; 

Thus sighed, thus mourned, thus- wept this lovely (,)iice 
And in each drop bathed a grace unseen. 

Thrice twenty Cupids unpcrceivdd flew" 

To gather up this liqutjr, ere it fall, 

And of each drop an airow forgcM new, 

Else, as It came, snatched up the crystal ball. 

And at rebellious hearts for wildfire threw. 

O wondrous love 1 thou niakcsl gain of all ; 

For if she weeping sit, or smiling stand, • 

She bends thy bow, or kindleth else thy brand. 

'fhis forgdd plaint drew forth unfeigned tears. 

From many eyes, and pierced each worthy’s heart ; 

Each one condoleth with her that her hears, 

And of her gr^^f would help her bear thp smart : 

If Godfrey aid her not, not one but swear*. 

Some tigress gave him suck on roughest part 
Midst the rude crags, on Alpine cliffs ajoft : 

Hard is that heart which beauty makes not soft. 


» • 
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But jolly Eustace, in whose bteast the brand 
Of love and pity kindled had the flame, 

While others softly whispered underhand, . 

Before the duke with comely boldness came ; 

“ Brother and lord,’* quoth he, too long you stand ^ 
In your fust purpose, yet vouchsafe to fiame ^ 
Your thoughts to ours, and lend this virgin aid ; 
Thanks aic half lost when good turns aie delayed. 

“ And think not that Eustace’s talk assays 
To turn these forces from this present war, 
t)r that 1 wish you should your armies laise 
rioin Sion’s walls, my spfech tends not so fr.r: 

But we that venture all for fame and praise, • 

That to no charge nor service bounden aie, • 

Forth of our troop may ten well spared be 
To succour her, which nought can weaken thee. 

And know, they shall in God’s high service fight, 
That virgins innocent save and defend : 

Dear will the spoils be in the Heaven’s siglit, 

'1 hat from a tyrant’s hateful head we rend ; 

Nor seemed I forward m this lady’s right, 

With liope of gam or profit in the end ; 

But lor I know he arms unworthy bears,. 

To help a maiden’s cause that shuns or fears. 

“Ah ! be it not pardie declared in France, 

Or elscwheib told wheie courtesy is in prize. 

That we forsook so fair a chevisance, 

I*'or doubt or fear that might from fight arise ; 

Else, here surrender I both sword and lance, 

And swear no more to use this martial guise ; 

For ill de^wrves he to be termed knight, 

That bears a blunt sword in a lady’s right.” 

Thus parleyed hg, and with confused sound. 

The rest approved what the gallant said, 

Their geni;ral their knights encompassed round, 

W^th hvmble grace, a^d e?tinest stht they piay^d : 

“ 1 yield,” quoth he, “ and il be happy found, 

What 4 4iave granted, let her have your aid : 

Yours be the th&ks, for yours the danger is. 

If aught succeed, ‘as much I fear, amiss. 
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“ But if with you my words may credit find, 33 

O temper then this heat misguides you so ! ” 

Thus much he said, but they with fancy blind, 

Accept his grant, and let his counsel go. 

What works not beauty, man’s relenting mind 
Is eath to cnove with plaints and shows of woe : 

H^r lips cast forth a chain of sugared nords, 

That captive led most of the Christian lords. 

Eustace recalled her, and bespake her thus : 84 

“ Benwty’s chief darling, let these sorrows be. 

For such assistance shall you iind in us 
As with your need, or will, may beat agree ; ” 

With thaf she cheered her forehead dolorous, • 

And smiled for joy, that Pheebus blushed to see, 

And had she deigned her veil for to icmove. 

The god himself once more had fallen in love. 

With that she broke the silence once again, 85 

And gave the knight great thanks in little speech. 

She said she would his handmaid poor lemain, 

So far as honour's laws leceived no breach. 

Her humble gestures made the residue plain, 

Dumb eloquence, persuading more than speech : 

Thus women know’, and thus they use the guise, 

'J’o enchant the valiant, and beguile th^* w’lse. 

And when she saw’ her enterprise had got • S6 

Some w’ished mean of quick and good proceeding, 

She thought to strike the iron that w’as hot, 

For every action hath his hour of speeding : 

Medea or false Circe changed not , 

So far the shapes of men, as her eyes spreading , 

Altered their hearts, and w’ith her syren’s sound 
In lust, their minds, their hearts, in love she drown imI. 

• 

All wily sleights that subtle women know, * 87 

Houily she used, to catch some lover new. * 

None kenned the bent of h^i un steadfast bow’. 

For with the tfhie hei thoughts her looks lenew'. 

From some she cast her modest eyes below, , , 

At some her gazing glances roving flew, ^ ' 

And while she thus pursued her w^anton* sport, 

She spurred the slow, and reined the forward short. . 
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If some, as hopeless that she would be won, 88 

Forbore lo love, because they durst not move her. 

On them her gentle looks to smile begun, 

As who say she is kind if you dare prove hei 
On every heart thus shone this lustful sun, 

All strove to serve, to please, to woo, to lo\e her, 

And in their hearts that chaste and bashful were, ^ 

Her cye^s hot glance dissolved the frost of fear. 

» 

On them who durst with fingeiing bold assay 89 

To touch the softness of her tender skin, , 

She looked as roy, as if she list not play, 

And made as things of wos'th were hard to win ; 

Ye?^ teinperi'd so her dcignful looks alway, * 

I’ll it outward scorn showed store of grace within : 

Thus with false hotie Iheir longing hearts she fired, 

For hardest gotten things arc most desired. 

Alone sometimes she walked in secret where, 90 

To ruminate upon her discontent, 

Within her eyelids sale the swelling tear, 

Not pouied fortli, though spuing from sad lament, 

And with this craft a thousand souls well near 
In snares of foolish ruth and love she hent, 

And kept as slaves, by which we fitly prove 
That witless piiy ^breedeth fiuitless love. 

Sometimes, sls if her hope unloosed had 91 

The chains of grief, wherein her thoughts lay fettered. 

Upon her minions looked she blithe and glad. 

In tliat deceitful lore so was she lettered ; 

Not glorious Titan, m his brightness clad, 

The sunshine of her face in lustre bettered . 

For when she list to cheer her beauties so. 

She smiled away the clouds of grief and woe. 

Her double chartn of smiles and sugared words, *^92 

Lalldd OT% sleep the virtue of their senses, 

Reason small aid gainst those assaults affords, 

Wisdom no warrant from those sweet offences f % 

Cupii^’s^eep rivers have the^r shallow fords, 

His grtefs, bring ; his losses, recompenses ; 

He breeds the sore, and cures us of the pain : 

Achilles' lance jthat wounds and heals again. 
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While thus she them torments twixt frost and fire, 
Twixt joy and grief, twixt hope and restless feai, 
The sly enchantress felt her gain the nighcr, 
These»were her flocks that golden fleeces bear : 

But if same one durst utter his desire, 

And by complaining m.ike his gnefs appear, 

laboured hard rocks with plaints to nicne. 
She had not learned the gamut then of hjve. 

« 

For down she bent her bashful eyes to ground, 

And dkonned the weed of women’s modest grace, 
Down from her eyes welled the pearls round, 

ITpon the bright* enamel of her face*; 

Such honCy drops on springing flowers arc found 
When Phtrbus holds the crimson mom in cliri-.e , 
Full^ seemed her looks of anger, and of shame , 
Yet pity shone transparent through the sam^ 

If she perceivt^d by his outward cheer. 

That ttny would his love by talk bewTay, 

Sometimes she heaid him, sometimes stopped hei ' 
And played fast and loose the livelong day : 

Thus all her lovers kind deluded were, 

Their earnest suit got neither yea nor nay ; 

But like the sort of weary huntMiicn fare. 

That hunt all day, and lose at night ih^j hate 

These were the arts by which she capti\cd . 
A thousand souls of young and lusty kniglits : 
These were the arms wherewith love conqnen'd 
Their feeble hearts subdued in wanton lights 
What wonder if Achilles were misled. 

Or great Alcidcs at their ladies’ sight-^, ^ 

Since these true champions of the Lord above 
Were thralls to beauty, yielden slaves to love. 
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OF 

GODFREY OF BULLOIGNE. 


THE ARGUMENT. 

Gcrnancio scorns Rmaldo should aspire 

'lo rule that charge* for whicli he seeks and strives, 

And slanders him so lar, that in his ire 

'J'he wionge'd knight his lot* <A lift* deprivt*s 

J''.ir from the tamp the slayer doth letire, 

Nor lets himself be bound m cliaiiis or gyves : 
Annide departs cont<*nl, and fiom the so is 
tiodfiey hears new-* uhiUi him and his th'^ph ase. 


W HII-E thus Armida false the knights mi'^led 
In wandciing errors of deceitful love. 

And thought, besides the champions promised, 

. The other lordings in her aid to move, 

In Godfrey’s jhought a strong contention bred 
Who fittest were this Jia^ard great to prove ; 

For all the worthies of the adventurers’ band 
Were like in birth, in power, in strength of hand. 

But first the piince, by grave advice, decreed 
They should some knight choose at their own election, 
That in his charge Lofd Dudon might succeed ji 
And cjf Jjiat glorious troop sfiould take protection ; 

So noffie should grieve, dispieasi^d with the deed. 

Nor blame the causer of their new subjection ; 

Be^des, Godfredo showed by this device, 

* How much he £eld that regiment in price, 

• TOS 
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He called the worthies then, and spake them so : — 

“ Lordings, you know I yielded to your will, 

And ga\^ you license with this dame to go, 

To *vin her kingdom and that tyiant kill ; 

But now again I let you further know. 

In following her it may betide \ou ill ; 

^Refrain therefore, and change this forward thought 
For death unsenl for, danger comes unsought. 

“ But if to shun these perils, sought so far, 

May seem dis'j raceful to the place you hold ; 

If grave advice and prudent counsel are 
Esteemed dettactors from your couiage bold ; 

Then khow. 1 none against his will debar. 

Nor what l granted erst I now withhold ; 

But be mine empire, as it ought of right, 

Sweet, easy, pleasant, gentle, meek and light. 

( ro then or tarr)', each as likes him best, 

Free power I grant you on this enterprise ; 

But first in Dudon's place, now laid in chest. 

Choose you some other captain stunt and wise ; 

Then ten appoint among the worthiest, 

But let no more attempt this hard emprise, 

In this rny will content )ou that 1 have. 

For po\ver constrained is but a gloricjus slave.” 

Thus Godfrey said, and thus his brothei spakc> 

And answered for himself and all his peers : — 

My lord, as well it fitleth thee to make 
These wise delays and cast these doubts and fears, 

So 'tis our part at first to undertake ; 

Courage and haste beseems our might and yeajs ; 

And this proceeding with so grave advice, 

Wisdom, in you, in us w'ere cowardice. 

( 

“ Since then the feat is easy, danger none, • 

All set in battle and in hardy fight, • 

Do thou permit the chosjn ten to gone 
And aid the«damsel : ” thus devised the knight, 

To make men think the sun of honour shone ^ „ 
There where the lamp of Cupid gave th^hght * * 

The rest perceive his guile, and it approve. 

And call that knighthood which was chjldish love , 
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But loving Eustace, lliat with jealous eye 
Beheld the worih of Sophia's noble child, 

And his fair shape did secretly 
Besides the virtues in his breast compiled, 

And, for in love he would no company, 

He stored his mouth with speeches smoothly hied,* 
Drawing his rival to attend his word ; 

Thus with fair sleight he laid the knight aoord . 

** great Bertoldu thou far greater heir, 

Then star of knighthood, flower of chivalry, 

Tell mt, who now shall lead this squadron fair, 

Since our Lite guide in iiiarble cold doth he ? 

I, that with famous Dudon might compare 
In all, but year'i, hoar locks, and gravity. 

To whom should I, Duke (Godfrey’s brother, yield, 
Unless to thet, the Christian army’s shield? 

“ Thee whom high biith makes equal with the best 
Thine acts prefer both me and all beforn ; 

Nor that in fight thou both surpass the rest, 

And Godfrey’s worthy self, I hold m scorn ; 

Thee to obey then am I only pressed ; 

Before these woithies be thine eagle boine; 

This honour haply thou csleemest light, 

Whose day of gl<^ry never yet found night. 

“ Yet maycj^f thou further by this means display 
The spreading wings of thy immortal fame ; 

I will procure it, if thou sayest not nay, 

And all their wills to thine election frame ; 

But for I scantly am resolved which v\ay 
To bend my^ force, or wheie employ the same, 

Leave me, I pray, at my discretion free 
To help Armida, or serve here with thee.” 

This last request, for love is evil to hide, 

Empurpled both his cheeks with scarlet red ; 

Rina] do soon bis passions had descried. 

And gently '^miling tutned aside his head, • 

And, /qj weak Cupid w as lob feeble eyed 
To stt4ke him surc^. the Are in him was dead ; 

So that of rivals was he nought afraid, 

Nof cared he for the journey or the maid. 
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But in his noble thoujjht levolvcii he oft 13 

l^udon's high prowess, de;ith and burial, 

And how Argantes bore his plumes aloft, 

PraisiilJ^ his fortune for that worthy's fall ; 

Besides, •the knight’s sweet words and piaiscs soft 
To his duelhonour did him fitly call, 

Awl made his heart rejoice, for well he knew, 

Though much he praised him, all his words wei c true. 

“Degrees,” quoth he, “of honours high to hold, 14 

I wouM them first deserve, and then desire ; 

And ^\ere iiiy valour such as you have told, 

Would 1 ^)r that to higher place asinre : 

But ii to honq^rs due raise me you would, 

I will not of my \vf)rks refuse the hire ; 

And^much il glads me, that my power and might 
Ypraised is by such a valiant knight. 

“ I neither seek it nor refuse the place, 

Which if I get, the praise and thanks be thine,” 

Eustace, this spoken, hied thence apace 
To know svhich way his fellows’ heaits incline : 

But Prince tiernando coveted the place, 

Whom though Armida sought to undermine, 

(xainst him yet vain did all her engine'^ pro\'e, 

His pride was such, there was no place; for love. 

Gernando was the King of Norwa\’s son, « 16 

That many a realm and region had to guide, 

And for his ciders lands and ciowns Iiad w^oii 
His heart was puffed up with endless pride : 

The other boasts more what himself had done 
Than all his ancesttirs’ great acts beside ; , 

Yet his forclalhers old before him were 
Famous in war and peace five hundred >ear. 

This barbarous prince, who only vainly thought 1 7 

That bliss in wealth and kingly poi^er doth lie, ^ 

And in respect esteemed alj virtue nought 
Unless it werc*adorned with titles high,* 

Could not endure, that to the place he sought . 

A simple knight should dare to press so nigh ; * 

And in his breast so boiled fell despite,* 

That ire and wrath exildd reason quite; ^ , 
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The hidden devil, that lies in close await i8 

To win the fort of unbelieving man, 

Found entry there, where ire undid the gate, 

And in his bosom iinperceivdd ran ; 

It filled his heart with malice, strife and hate. 

It made him rage, blaspheme, swear, curse and ban, 

Invisible it still attends him near, 

And thus each minute whispereth in his ear. 

What, shall Rinaldo match thee? dares he tell 19 

Those idle names of his vain pedigree ? 

Then let him say, if thee he would excel, 

What lands, what realms his tnbutaiies be : 

If his forefathers in the graves that dwell, 

Were honour<!?d like thine that live, let see : 

O how dares one so mean aspire so high, 

Born m that ser\'ile country Italy ? 

Now, if he win, or if he lose the day, 20 

Yet is his praise and glory hence derived, 

For that the world will, to his credit, say, 

Lo, this is he that ■with Ciernando strived. 

The charge some deal thee haply honour may. 

That noble Dudon had while here he lived ; 

But laid on him he would the office shame, 

Let it suffice, he durst desire the same. 

If when th,is breath from man’s frad body flies 21 

The soul take keep, or know the things done here, 

Oh, how looks Dudon fiom the gloiious skies 
What wrath, what anger m his face appear, 

On this proud youngling -while he bends his eyes, 

Mai king how high he doth his feathers rear? 

Seeing h*is rash attempt, how soon he dare, 

Though but a boy, with his great worth compare. 

He dares not only, but he strives and proves, 22 

Where chastisement were fit there wins he praise ; 

One counsels him, his speech him forward moves ; 

Another fool approveth all he says : 

If C^odfrey favour him more than behoves, 

Why»t!ien he wrQugeth thee an hundred ways ; 

Nor let thy state so far disgraced be, 

Nj 9W what thou art and canst, let Godfrey see. 
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With such false words the kindled fire began 
To every vein his poisoned heat to reach. 

It swelled his scornful heart, and foith it ran 
At his ffroud looks, and too audacious speech ; 

All that Ife thought blameworthy in the man, 

To his disgrace that would he each where preach ; 
Me4ermed him proud and vain, his worth in fight 

He called fool -hai disc, rashness, madness right 

• 

All that in him was rare or excellent, 

•All lhat*was good, all that was princely found. 

With such sharp \^ords as malice coijld invent, 

He blamed,^ such powei has wicked tongue to w»)inui. 
Tlie youth, lor #?verywliere those rumouis went. 

Of these reproaches heard sometimes the sound ; 

Nor civil for that his tongue the fault amend, 

Until It bi ought him to his woeful end. 

The cursed fiend that set his tongue at large, 

Still bred more fancies in his idle biain, 

His hcait w’lth slanders new did overcharge. 

And soothed him still in hi» angry vein ; 

Amid the camp a place was broad and large, 

Where one fair regiment might easily \i am ; 

And there in tilt and harmless tournament 
Their days of rest the youths and gallantsf spent. 

There, as his fortune would it should betide. 

Amid the press (jernando gan letirc. 

To vomit out his \enom unespied. 

Wherewith foul envy did his heart inspire. 

Rinaldo heard him as he stood beside, 

And as he could not biidle wiath and ire, • 

“Thou liest,” cried he loud, and with that w'oul 
About his head he tossed his ilaming swotd. 

• • 

Thunder his voice, and lightning seemed his brand, 
So fell his look and fuiious w’as hia cheer, 

Gernando trembled, for he sa\wat hand ^ 

Pale death, and nfither help nor convfort near , 

Yet for the soldiers all to witness stand 
He made proud sign, as though he nought di^ fear, 
But bravely drew his little-helping blade. 

And valiant show of strong resistance made. 
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With that a thousand blades of burnished steel 
Glistered on heaps like flames of Are in sight, 
Hundreds, that knew not yet the quarrel weel, 

Ran thither, some to gaze and some to fight : 

The empty air a sound confused did feel 
Of murmurs low, and outcries loud on height, 

Like rolling waves and Boreas' angry blasts 
When roaring seas against the locks he casts. 

But not for this the wronged warrior stayed 
His just dii-pleasure and inccnsf‘'*d ire, 

He cared not what the vulgar did or said, 

To vengeance did his coiSrage fieicc aspiie : 

Ahiong the thickest weapons way he made, 
liis thundering sword made all on heaps retire, 

So that of near a thousand stayed nut one, 

But Princi- (.xernando bore the brunt alone. 

His hand, too quick to execute his wrath, 

Performed all, as jileased his eye and heart, 

At head and breast oft times he stiucken hath. 

Now at the right, now at the other part : 

On every side thus did he harm and scath, 

And oft beguiled his sight with nimble art, 

That no defence the prince of woundb acquit^. 
Where least he ♦hinks, or fears, theie niu.-.t he hit^. 

Nor ceased he, till in Geinando\ breast 
He slieathed once or twice his furious blade ; 

Down fell the hapless pnnee wiih death oppiessed, 

A double way to his weak S''Ul was made ; 

His bloody sword the Mctor wiped and dressed, 

Nor longer by the slaughtered body stayed. 

But sped him thence, and soon appeased hath 
His hate, his ire, his rancour and his wrath. 

Called by the tumult, (Godfrey drew him near, 

And thA-e beheld a sad aed lueful sight. 

The signs of death upon his fac^ appear, 

With dust and blood his Ipcks were loathly eight, 
Sigiiskand complaints on each side might he hear, 
Macfe for the suiSden death of that great knight : 

' Amazed, he asked who durst and did so much ; 

Ror yet he knew not whom the fault would touch. 
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Arnoldo, minion of the Prince thus slain, 

Augments the fault in telling it, and saith, 

This Prince is murdered, for a quarrel vain. 

By young Rinaldo in his desperate wrath, 

And with fh.it sword that should Christas law maintain 
One of Chrises champions bold he killed hath, 

And«this he did in such a place and hour. 

As if he scorned your lule, despised your power. 

• 

And further adds, that he deserved death 
law, find law should be inviolate, 

That none offence fould greater be uneath, 

And yet the j)l:ice the fault did aggrav*ite : 

If he ei.c.ipe, that mischief would take bieath, 

And flourish bold in spite "of rule and state ; 

And thjit (rernando’s friends would venge the wrong. 
Although to justice that did first belong, 

And by that means, should discord, hate and strife 
Raise mutinies, and what theicfore ensueth : 

Lastly he praised the dead, and still had rile 

All words he thought could vengeance move or ruth. 

Against him T.incrcd argued for hie. 

With honest reasons to excuse the > outh : 

The 1 Juke heard all, but with such sober cheer, ^ 
As banished hope, and still increased fear,* 

“ Great Pimce,” ({uoth Tancred, “set before tlnno ejes 
Rinaldo's w'orth and courage what it is, 

How much our hope of conquest in him lies ; 

Regard that piincely house and race of his ; 

He that correcteth every fault he spies, 

And judgeth all alike, doth all amiss ; • 

For faults, you know’, are greater thought or less, 

As is the person’s self that doth transgress.” 

• • 

Godfredo answered him, “If high and low 

Of sovereign pow’er alike should feel the stroke, ^ 

Then, Tancred, ill you counseUus, I trow ; 

If lords should knt^\' no law’, as erst \ou spoke. 

How vile and base our empire were you know, 

If none but slaves and peasants bear the yoke^ 

Weak is the sceptre and the power is small* 

That such provisos bring annexed withaL 
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«But mine ms freely given w ’twns sought, 

Nor that it les'jencd be I noiv consent / . 

Right well know I both when and where I ought ^ 

To i^ivv contli^n reward anci punishment, 

Since you aie all in like subjection broug'ht, 
l)Oth hi|:jh and low obey, and be content." 

This heard, Tanciedi wisely stayed his words, 

Such weiijht the sayinga have of kings and lords. 

Old Raymond praised his speech, for old men think 39 

They evoi wisest seem wlien nioat severe, 

’Tis best," quoth he, “^lo make these great ones shrink, 

The people love him whom the nobles fear : ^ 

'Ilnere must the rule to all disorders sink, 

Where pardons more than punishments appear ; 

For fe«ble is each kingdom, frail and weak, 

Unless his basis be this fear I speak.” 

These words Tancredi heard and pondered well, 40 

And by them w’ist how Godirey’s thoughts weie bent, 

Nor list he longer w’lth these old men dwell, 

Jlut turned his hoise and to Rinaldo w^ent, 

\\ ho, w’hen his noble foe death-w^ounded fell. 

Withdrew him softly to his gorgeous tent 

There Tancred found him, and at large declared 
The w'ords and speeches sharp which late you heard 

And said, '‘Although I wot the outw’ard show 41 

Is not true witness of the secret thought, 

For that some men so subtle arc, I trow, 

That what they puiposc most appeareth nought; 

Yet dare I say Godfredo means, I know, 

Such knowledge hath his looks and speeches WTOught, 

You shall first prisoner be, and then be tried 
As he shall deem it good and law piovide.” 

■ 

With that a bitter smile well might you see 42 

Rinaldo*cast, w'ith scorn and high disdain, 

“ Let them m fetters plead their«cause," quoth he, 

“ That are base peasants, horn of servile staih, 

I wiwfcfree born. I live and will die free 
Before these feet^be fettered in a chain : 

These hands were made to shake sharp spears and swords, 
Not to be tied in gyves and twusted cords. 
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If my good service reap this recomffense, 

To be clapt up in close and secret mew, 

And as a tliief be after dragged from thence. 

To suffer punishment as law finds due ; 

Let Godfiey come or send, I will not hence 
Until we khow who shall this bargain rue. 

That of our tragedy the late done fact 
May be the first, and this the second, ac L 

• 

“Give me mine arms,” he cried; his sqinie them 
And clad his head, and dressed in non stiong. 

About his neck l^is silver shield he flings, 

Down by his side a cutting sword tliere hung ; 

Among this earth’s brave lords and mighty kings. 

Was none so stout, so fierce, so fair, so young, 

God, Mars he seemed descending from his spheie. 

Or one whose looks could make gieat Mars to leai. 

Tancredi laboured with some pleasing speech 
His spirits fierce and courage to appease ; 

Young Prince, thy valour,'* thus he gan to preach, 

“ Can chastise all that do thee wrong, at ease, 

I know your viitiie can your enemies teach, 

That you can venge you when and where you please : 

But God forbid this day you lift your arm 
To do this camp and us your friends such liariii. 

Tell me what w’ill you do ? why would you slam* 

Your noble hands in our ungiulty blood ? 

By wounding Christians, will you again 

Pierce Christ, whose parts they are and members good '' 

Will you destroy us for your glory vain, 

Unstayed as rolling waves in ocean flood ? • 

Far be it from you so to prove your strength. 

And let your zeal appease your rage at length. 

“For God*s love stay your heat, and just displeasure, 
Appease your wrath, your courage fierce assuage, • 
Patience, a praise ; forbearance, is a treasure ; 

Suffrance, an ail^el is ; a monster, .rage : 

At least your actions by example measure, 

And think how I in mine unbi idled age • 

Was wronged, yet I would not revengement take 
On all this camp, for one offender’s sake. * 
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“Cilicia conquered * 5 , as all men wot, 48 

And there the glorious cross on high I ieare(}, 

But lialdwin came, and what 1 nobly got 

Bereft me falsely when I least him feared ; * 

He seemed my friend, and I discovered not ‘ 

His secret covetise which since appeared; 

Yet stiive I not to get mine own by fight, 4 

Or civil war, although perchance I might. 

“ If then you scorn to be in prison pent, 49 

If bonds, as high disgrace, your hands refuse ; ‘ *- 

Or if your thoughts still to maintain arc bent 
Your liberty, as men of honour use : 

' To Antioch what if forthwith you went ? 

And leave me here your absence to excuse, 

There with Prince Boemond live in ease and peace, 

Until this stonn of Godfiey’s anger cease. 

“ For soon, if forces come from Egypt land, 50 

Or other nations that us here confine, 

(iodfrey will beaten be with his own wand, 

And feel he wants that valour great of thine, 

Our camp may seem an arm without a hand. 

Amid our troops unless thy eagle shine : 

With that came Guelpho and those words appioved, 

And prayed him go, if him he feated or loved. 

Their speeches soften much the warnoFs heart, 51 

And make his wilful thoughts at last rdenl, 

So that he yields, and saith he will depart, 

And leave the Christian camp iiiconlinenl. 

His friends, whose love did never shiink or stait, 

I’referred their aid, what way soe er he went : 

He thanked them all, but left them all, besides 
Two bold and trusty squires, and so he rides. 

He rides, revolving in his noble spright * 52 

Such'haughty thoughts as fill the gloiious mind; 

On hard adventures was his 'if^hole delight, 

And now to wondrous acts his will inclined; 

Alane against the Pagans would he fight, 

ASid kill their 4 dngs from Egypt unto Inde, 

From Cynthia’s hills and NiW unknown spring 
He would fetch praise and glorious conquest bring. 
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But Guelpho, when the prince his leave had take 
And now had spurred his courser on his way, 

No longer tarriance with the rest would make, 

But Ijastes to find Godfredo, if he may : 

Who seeing him approaching, forthwith spake, 

“ Guelphc^’’ quoth he, “ for thee I only stay. 

For thee I sent my heralds all about, 

A every tent to seek and tind thee out.” 

This said, he softly drew the knight aside 

Wi^e^e none might hear, and then be^pakc him thu.i . 

“ How chanceth it thy ncjdiew’s rage and pride, 

. Makes him so for forget hiiubeh apd us ? 

Hardly (wuld I believe what is betide, 

A minder done for cause bO frivolous, 

How I have loved him, thou and all ean tell ; 

But Godfrey loved him but whilst he did well. 

“ I must provide that ever>» one have right, 

That all be heard, each cause be well discussed, 

As fai fiom paitial love as free from spite. 

I hear complaints, yet nought but proves I tru^t . 

Now if Rinaldo wxigh our rule too light, 

And have the sacred lore of war so brust, 

Take you the charge that he before us come 
To clear himself and hear our upiight dome. 

• 

“ But let him come w’lthouten bond or chain, 

For still my thoughts to do him grace are fiame*d ; 

But if our power he haply shall disdain, 

As well I kn-nv his coinage yet untamed. 

To bring him by persuasion take some pain : 

EUe, if 1 prove severe, both you be blamed, 

Thai forced my gentle nature gainst my llioi^ht 
To rigour, lest our laws return to nought,” 

•Lord Guelpho answered thus : ** What hear{ can bear 
Such slanders false, devLed by hate and spite ? 

Or with stayed patience, reproaches hear, • 

And not rev^ge by batllC or by fight/ 

The Norway Prince hath bought his folly dear. 

But who with words could stay the angry knight? 

A fool is he that comes to preach or plate 

When men with swords their nght an& wrong uebaic. 
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And where you wish he shouJd himself submit 
To hear the censure of your upright laws ; 

Alas, that cannot be, for he is iiit 
Out of this camp, withouten stay or pause, ^ 

There take my frage, behold I offer it , 

To him that first accused him m this cause, 

’ t 

Or any else that dare, and will maintain 
That for his pride the prince waa justly slain. 

“ I say with reason Lord Gernando’s pride 

He hath abated, if he have offended ^ 

Gainst your commands, who aie his lord and guide, 

Oh jiardon him, that fauljL shcdl be amendedt” 

“ If he be gone,” quoth Godfrey, ‘Met him ride • 
Afid brawl elsew’here, here let all strife be endcrl : 

And you. Lord Ciuelpho, for your nephew^s sake, 
Breed us n*> new, nor quarrels old awake.'* 

This while, the fair and filse Armida strived 
To get her promised aid m sure possession. 

The clay lo end, with enclle-ss plaint she drived ; 

Wit, beauty, craft for her made intercession : 

But when the earth w’as once of light deprived, 

And western seas felt Titan's hot imjiression, 

*Twaxt two old knights, and matrons Iw’ain she w'eiit. 
Where pitched was her fan and curious lent. 

• 

But this false queen of craft and sly invention, — 
Who^e lookfe, love’s arrow's wxie ; whose eyes his quivt 
Whose beauty matchless, free from rcpieiiension, 

A w'ondcr left by Heaven lo after-livers, — 

Among the Christian lords had bred contention 
Who hrst should quench his dames in Cupid’s liver^. 
While all%her weapons and htr darts rehearsed, 

Had not Godf redo’s constant bosom pierced. 

To change his ipodest thought the dame procurcth, 

And proffereth heaps of love’s enticing treasure ; 

But as the falcon newdy gorged endureth 
Her keeper lure her oft, but come# at leisure ; 

So he, whom fulness of delight assureth 
Wha^ l*ng repentance comes of love’s short pleasure, 
Her craftis, her sfrts, herself and all despiseth. 

So base affections fall, when virtue riseth. 
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And not one foot his steadfast foot was moved 63 

Out of that heavenly path, wherein he paced, 

Yet thousand wiles and thousand ways she proved, 

To hat-e that castle fair of goodness rased : 

She useffl those looks and smiles that most behoved 
To melt the frost which his hard heart embraced, 

Afid gainst his breast a thousand shot she ventured. 

Yet was the fort so strong it was not entered. 

The dame who thought that one blink of her eye 
Coiild^make the chastest heart feel love’s sweet p.iin. 

Oh, how her pri^e abated was hereby ! 

When all her sleights were void, he*r crafts were v.iiii. 

Some other wheie she Mould her forces try. 

Where at more case she might more vantage gam, 

As t^red soldiers whom some fort keeps out, 

Thence raise their siege, and spoil the towns about 

But yet all ways the wily wlith could find 65 

Could not Tanctedi’s heart to lovewaid move, 

His sails were filled with another wind. 

He list no blast of new affection prove ; 

For, as one poison doth exclude by kind 
Another’s force, so love excludeth love : 

These two alone nor more nor less the dame 
Could win, the rest all burnt m her sweet llamc. 

The princess, though her purpose w'ould not framd, 66 

As late she hopcl^d, and as still she would, 

Yet, for the lords and knights of greatest name 
Became her prey, as erst you heard it told. 

She thought, ere triith-rcvcaling time or fame 
Bewrayed her act, to lead them to some hold, • 

Where chains and bands she meant to make them prove, 
Composed by Vulcan not by gentle love. 

The time prefixed at length was come and past. 

Which Godfrey had set down to lend her aid, 

When at his feet herself to earth she case 
“ The hour is effme, my Lord,'* sh^ humbly said, 

“ And if the tyrant haply hear at last, 

His banished niece hath your assistance prayed, 

He will in arms to save his kingdom rise,* 

So shall we harder make this enterprise. 
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Before report can bring the tyrant news, 68 

Or his espi.ili' certify their king, 

O let thy goodness these few champions choose, 

That to htr kingdom should thy handmaid bring ; * 

Who, except Heaven to aid the right refuse, * 

Recover ‘ahall hei ciown, from whence shall sprirfg 
Thy profit ; for betide thee peace or vvai , i 

'J’hinti all her cities, all her subjects are.” 

The captain sage the damsel fair assured, 69 

His word was passed and should nc)t be recanted, ^ • 

And she with sweet and humble grace endipcd 
To let him point those ten, which Lite he granted^: 

But to be one, each one fought and piocured, 

No suit, entreaty, intercession wanted ; 

There einy each at others’ love exceeded, ^ 

And all importunate made, more than needed. 

bhe that well saw the secret of their hearts, 70 

And knew how best to waim them in their blood, 

Against them threw the cursed poisoned darts 
Of jealousy, and giief at others’ good. 

For love she wist was wcmIc without those arts, 

And slow ; for jealousy is Cupid’s food ; 

For the swift steed runs not so fast alone, 

As w^ien some rtrain, some strive him to outgone. 

Her w’oid^ in such alluiing soit she framed, 71 

Her looks enticing, and her wooing smiles, 

That every one liis fellows’ favours blamed. 

That of their mistress he received erewhiles * 

This foolish crew of lovers unashamed, 

Mad witluthe poison of her serret wiles. 

Ran forward still, in this disordered sort, 

Nor could Godfredo’s bridle rein them short. 

He that w’oul^ satisfy each good desire, 72 

Withouften pai tial love, of every knight, 

Although he swelled w ith sliamoi with grief and ire 
To see these follies and tivise fashions light f 
Yei^ *nce by no advice they would retire. 

Another way he fought to set them right : 

** Write all yoift: names,” quoth he, ‘‘ and see whom chance 
Qf lot, to this exploit will first advance.” 
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Their names were writ, and m an helmet shaken, 73 

While each did fortune’s grace and aid implore ; 

At last they drew them, and the foiemost taken 
The Earl of Pembioke was, Arteinidore, 

Doubtfcss the county thought his bread well baken ; 

Next GerPard followed, then with tresses hoar 
<91d Wenceslaus, that felt Cupid’s rage 
Now in his doating and his dying age. 

• 

Oh how contentment in their foreheads shined’ 74 

Theif looks with joy ; thoughts swelled with seciei pkasuie, 
Thcic thice it seemed good success designed 
To make the lords of love and beauty's ireasuic . 

Thoir dc?ul)tful fellows at their hap icpined, * 

And with small p.itience wait Foi tune’s leisuie, 
lljDon his lips that read the sciolls attending, 

As if their lives weie on his words dejiending. 

Giiasco the fourth, Ridolplio him succeeds, 71; 

Then Glderick whom love list so ad%auce. 

Lord William of Jlonciglion next he leads, 

Then Lbcrard, and Henry born m F'rance, 

Kambaldo last, whom w'lcked lust so leads 
That he foisook his Saviour with miacluiiKe . 

This wielch the tenth w'as who’ was thus deluued, 

The rest to then huge gtief were all ^xeluded. 

(3’ercome with envy, wrath and jealousy, • 76 

The icst blind Fortune curse, and all her lav\s. 

And mad with lo\ e, yet out on love they ci > , 

That in his kingdom let her judge iheir cause . 

And for man’s mind is such, that oft we try ^ 

Things most forbidden, without stay or pause, ^ 

In sjnte of fortune purposed many a knight 
To follow fair Annida Avhen ’twas night. 

To follow her, by night or else by day. • 77 

And in her quarrel venture life and lirnb . • 

With sighs and tears she ^an them soitly pray 
To keep thatipromise, when the skies Vrere dim, 

To this and that knight did and say, ^ 

What grief she felt to part withouten hina : 

Meanwhile the ten had donned tlieir armour best, 

And taken leave of Godfrey and the rest. 
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The diike .'idvised them every one apart, 7^ 

How light, how trustless was the Pagan’s faith. 

And told what policy, what wit, what art. 

Avoids deceit, which heedless men betray ’th ; » 

His speeches pierce their ear, but not their heait, * 

Love calls it folly, whatso wisdom saith : * 

Thus warned he leaves them to their wanton guide, ^ 

Who parts that night ; such haste had she to ndo. 

The conqueress departs, and with her led 79 

These prisoners, whom love would captive keep, ♦ 

The hearts of those she left behind her bled. 

With point of sorrow’s ari*Ow pierced deep. * 

Hut when the night her drowsy mantle spread, 

And filled the earth with silence, shade and sleep, 

In secret sort then each forsook his lent. 

And as blind Cupid led them blind they went. 

Kustatio first, who scantly could forbear, 8o 

Till friendly night might hide his haste and shame, 

He rode in post, and let his beast him bear 
As his blind fancy would his journey frame, 

All night he wandered and he wist not where ; 

But with the morning he espied the dame, 

That with her guaid up from a village rode 
Where she and tl;^ey that night had made abode. 

Thither he galloped fast, and draiving near 8 1 

Rambaldo knew the knight, and loudly cried, 

“Whence comes young Eustace, and what seeks he heie ?” 

I come,” quoth he, “to serve the Queen Armide, 

, If slie accept me, w’ould >ve all were there 
Where my good-w'ill and faith might best be tried.’’ 

“ Who,” quoth the other, “ choseth thee to prove 
This high exploit of hers ? ” He answ^ered, “ Love.” 

Love hath EuStatio chosen, Fortune thee, ' *82 

In thy coaceit which is the best election ? ” 

“ Nay, then, these shifts are vain,” replied he, 

“ These titles false sefve thee for no protectioni 
Thot^^nst not here for this* admitted be 
Our fdlow-servant,«in this sw’cet subjection,” 

“ And who,” quoth Eustace, angry, “ dares deny 
Mx fellowship ? ” Rambaldo answered^ “ I.” 
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And with that word his cutting sword he drew, 

That flittered bright, and sparkled flaming fire ; 

Upon his foe the other champion flew, 

Wifti equal courage, and with equal ire. 

The {ientle princess, who the danger knew, 

Bctvvecif them stepped, and piayed tliein both retire. 

Rambald,” quoth she, “ why should you grudge or plain, 
If 1 a champion, you an helper gam 


83 


“ If me you love, why wish you me deprived 84 

In great need of such a puissant knight ? 

But wek omc Eustace, in good time arrived. 

Defender of my stale, my life, right 
I Ai^li iny hapless self no longer lived. • 

When 1 esteem sucK good assistance light ” 

Thus talked they on, and travelled on their way 
Their fellowship increasing every day. 


From every side they come, yet wist there none 85 

Of others coming or of others mind, 

She welcomes all, and lellcth eveiy one, 

What joy her thoughts in Ins arriv^al And. 

But when Duke Ciodfrey wist his knights were gone 
Within his breast his wiser soul divined 

Some hard mishap upon his friends should iigbi. 

For which he sighed all day, and wt^pt all night. 


A messenger, while thus he mused, drew near,# SO 

All soiled with dust and sweat, quite out of breath. 

It seemed the man did heavy tidings bear. 

Upon Ins looks sate news of loss and death : 

“ My lord,” quoth he, so many ships appear , 

At sea, that Neptune beais the load uneath, ^ 

From Egypt come they all, this lets thee vveei 
William Lord Admiral of the Genoa fleet. 


Besides a convoy coming from the shore* 

With victual for this noble camp of thine • 

Surprised was, and lost ^ all that stoie, 

Mules, horsts, camels laden, corn anti wine ; 

Thy servants fought till they could fight no more, ^ ^ 
For all were slam or captives made in ikie : * 

The Aiabian outlaws them assailed night. 

When least they feared, and least they looked In feln 
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“ Their frantic boldness doth presume so far, 

That many Chnstians have they falsely slain. 

And like a raffing flood they spars^d are, 

And overflow each country, field and plain ; 

Send therefore some strong tioops of men of war, ' 
To force them hence, and drive them home again,' 
And keep the ways between these tents of thine 
And those broad seas, the seas of Palestine.” 

From mouth to mouth the heavy lumour spread 
Of these rrisfortunes. which di-perised wide 
Among the soldiers, gieat amazement brcfl ; 

Famine Iney doubt, and niiw come foes bc'iae: 

Th^ duke, iliat saw llieir wonted courage fled, 

And in the place thereof weak fear espied. 

With merry looks these cheeriul words he spake, 

To make them heart again and couiage take. 

** You champions bold, with me that 'scaped have 
So^naiiy danger-^, and such hard ass.ijs. 

Whom still your God did keep, defend and save 
In all y<mr battles, combats, fights and frays, 

You that subdued the Turks and Persians biave, 

That thirst and hunger held in scorn always. 

And vanquished hills, and seas, with heat and cohl. 
Shall vain repoits appal youi courage bold ? 

“ That Lord, who helped you out at every need. 

When aught befell this glorious camp amiss, 

Shall fortune all your actions well to speed, 

On whom his mercy large extended is ; 

. Tofoie his tomb, when conquering hands you spreed. 
With what delight will you remember tins ? 

lie stiong therefore, and keep your valours high 
To honour, conquest, fame and victory.” 

Their hopes half dead and courage well-nigh lost, 
Revived with these brave speeches of their guide ; 

But in his breast a thousand carcs^ he tost, 

Although his sorrows he could wisely hide; 

He studied how to feed that mighty host, 

In so great scarceness, and what force provide 
He should against the Egyptian warriors sly, 

An^i how subdue those thieves of Ar.iby. 
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GODFREY OF BIJLLOIC^NI 


THE ARGUMEST. 

Argantes c.ills thr I hnstuins out to just 
Otlio not < hosen doth his stu*ngth si'^bav, 
lint from his saddle tuiiihluth in the cIum, 

And cajitivi to the ttjwii is sent awa\ 

'l.xticrcd h'’guis new tight, and when holli tiii-r 
To win the praise and jialni, night ends tin* fia\ 
ICimmia hojies to eiin* lier wounded kniglii, 
And from the city aini<'*d rides by night. 


B ut better hopes had them recomforted 
That lay besu,”ed in the sacred town ; 

With new .su})ply late were they victualled, 

When iii^ht obscured the eaith with shadows bn-wn 
Their arms and en^'ines on llie w’alls they sjuvad, 
Their slin^^s to cast, and stones to tumble down , 
And all that side which to the northward lies, * 
High rampiers and strong bulwarks foiuties. 

'T'heir wary king commands now heie now there. 

To build this tower, to make that bulviark strong, 
Whethei the sun, the moon, or stars appear. 

To give them ^ime to worl^J no time comes wrong • 
In every street new weapons forgdd were, 

By cunning smiths, sweating wath labour Jong ; 
While thus the careful prince provision^ made, 

To him Argantes came, and boasting said : 
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“ How long shall we, like pri oners in chains, 
Captiv(5d he inclosed within this wall ? 

I see your workmen taking endless pains 
To make new weapons for no use at all ; 

Meanwhile these eastern thieves destroy the plains, 
Your towms are burnt, >oui foits and castles fall, 
Yet none of us dares at these gates out-peep. 

Or sound one trumpet sin ill to break their sleep. 

Theii time in feasting and good cheer they spend. 
Nor daie v.e once tlieir banquets swTct molest, 

The days and nights likewise they bring to end, 

In peace, assurance, quiet, ease and rest : 
liut*we must yield whom hunger soon will shend, 
And make for peace, to save our li\es, request, 

Ehc, if th* Egyptian army stay too long. 

Like cowaids die within this fortress strong. 

“ Yet never shall my courage great consent 
So vile a death should end my noble days, 

Nor on mine arms w’lthin these walls ypent 
To-morrow’s sun shall spread his timely rays : 

Let sacred Heavens dispose as they are bent 
Of this fiail life, yet not w'ithoulcn piaise 
Of valour, prowess, might, Argantes shall 
Inglorious die, or wnrevenged fall. 

“ But if the roots of wonted chivalry 

Be not quite dead your princely breast within, 

Devise not how with fame and praise to die, 

But how to live, to conquer and to win ; 
iet us together at these gates outfly. 

And skirmisl^bold-and bloody fight begin ; 

For w'hen last need to desperation driveth, 

Who dareth most he wisest counsel giveth. 

“ But if in field >^ur wisdom dare not venture 
To hazard all your troops to doubtful fight, 

Then bind yourself to Godfrey by indenture, 

To end your quarrels by one single knight : *■ 

And f«r4he Christian this accord shall enter 
With better will, say%uch you know your right 
That he the weapdbs, place and time shall choose, 
Anddet him for his best, that vantage use. 
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“P'or though your foe had haiuU, like Hector strong 
With heart ynfeared, and courage stern and stout, 
Yet no misfortune can your justice wrong, 

And what that wanteth, shall this arm help out, 

In spite of fate shall this light hand ere long, 

Return victorious : if hereof you doubt, 

Tafe it for pledge, wherein if truat you have, 

It shall yourself defend and kingdom save/' 

^ “ Bold ^’outh," the tyrant thus began to speak, 
“Although I withered seem with age and yeais, 

Yet aie not these rfild arms so faint and weak, 

Nor this Inyir head so full of doubts and feats 
But whenas death this vital thiead shall bieak, 

He shall my courage hear, my death who hears: 
And Aladinc that lived a king and knight, 

To his fair morn will have an evening bright. 

“ But that which yet I would have further blazed, 

To thee in secret shall be told and spoken, 

Great Soliman of Nice, so fai ypraiscd, 

To be revenged for hi-, sceptre broken, 

The men of arms of Araby hatli laised, 

From Inde to Afruk, and, when we give token, 
Attends the favour of the friendly night 
To victual us, and with our foes to fight* 

“ Now though Godfredo hold by warlike feat 
Some castles poor «ind forts in vile oppression, 

Care not for that ; for still our piintel) seat, 

This stately town, we keep in our possession, 

But thou appease and calm that courage gieat, 
Which in thy bosom makes so hot impression ; • 

And stay fit lime, which wnll betide ere long, 

To increase thy glory, and revenge our wrong.” 

• • 

The Saracen at this was inly spited, 

Who Sohman's great worth had long envfed, 

To hear him praisdd thus he® nought delighted, 

Nor that the king upon his aid relied: 

“Within your power, sir king," he says, “united 
Are peace and war, nor shall that be denieff ; 

But for the Turk and his Arabian band. 

He lost his own, shall he defend your land ? 



13 © 


JERUSALEM DELIVERED, 


“ Perchance he comes some heavenly messenger. 

Sent down to set the Pagan people free, 

Then let. Aig.iiitcs for himself take care, 

This sword, I trust, shall well safe-conduct me : 

Puit while you rest and all your forces spare, 

That 1 go forth to war at least agree ; 

Though not your champion, yet a pnvate knight, 

1 will some Christian prove in single tight. * 

The king replied, “ Though thy force and might 
Should be reserved to better time and use ; 

Ycl that thou challenge some renowned knight, 

Among the Christians bold I not rcfiibe.” 

The waiiior breathing out desire of fight, 

An herald called, and said, “ Co tell these news 
To (Godfrey's self, and to the western lords. 

And in their hearings boldly say these woids: 

“ Say that a knight, who holds in gicat disdain 
To be thus closed up in secret mew, 

Will with his sword in open field maintain, 

If any date deny his words for true, 

That no devotion, as they falsely feign. 

Hath moved the Ficnch thoae countnes to subdue ; 

IJiit vile ambition, and pride’s hateful vice, 

Desire of rulcy and spoil, and covctice. 

“ And that to fight I am not only prest 
With one or tw'o that dare defend the cause, 

But come the fourth or fifth, come all the rest, 

Come all that will, and all that weajion draws, 

Let him that yields obey the victor’s best, 

As wills Hhe lore of mighty Mars his laws : ’’ 

This was the challenge that lieice Pagan sent. 

The herald donned his coat-of-arms, and went. 

And when the man before the presence came 
Of pribcely Godfrey, and his captains bold . 

“My Lord,” 'quoth he, “may i withouten blame 
Before your Grace, my message brave unfdid ? ” 

•^l^ou mayest,” he answered, “ we approve the same ; 
Withouten fear, be thine anibassage told. ” * 

“ Then,” quoth the herald, “ shall your highness see, 
* If this ambassage sharp or pleasing be.” 
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The challenge gan he then at large expose, 

With mighty threats, high terms and glorious words ; 
On every side an angry murmur rose, 

To wrJlth so mov^d were the knights and lords. 

Then Ghdfrey spake, and said, “ The man hath chose 
An hard cxT^loit, but when he feels our swords, 

I trust w^e shall so far entreat the knight, 

As to excuse the fourth or fifth of tight. 

‘‘ But let him come and prove, the field I grant, 

.Nor w^ong nor treason let him doubt or fear, 

Some here shall pay him for his glorious vaunt. 
Without or guile, or vantage, that f swear.” 

The herald turned w'hen he had ended scant, 

And hasted back the way he came whileare. 

Nor flayed he aught, nor once forslowcd Ins pace, 
Till he bespake Arg antes face to face. 

Arm you, my lord,” he said, your bold defies 
By your brave foes accepted boldly been, 

This combat neither high nor low denies, 

Ten thousand wish to meet you on the gieen ; 

A thousand frowned with angry llaining eyes, 

And shaked for rage their swords and weapons keen ; 
The field is safely granted by their guide,” 

This said, the champion for his ainiour«cricd. 

While he was armed, his heart for ire nigh brake, 

So yearned his courage hot his foes to find ; 

The King to fair Clorinda present spake ; 

“ If he go foith, remain not you behind, 

But of our soldiers best a thousand take, 

To guard his person and your own assigned ; • 

Yet let him meet alone the Christian knight, 

And stand yourself aloof, while they two fight.” 

• • 

Thus spake the King, and soon without abode 
The troop went forth in shining armour clad, • 

Before the rest the Pagan champion rode, 

His wonted arnfe and ensigns all he had : 

A goodly plain displayed wide and broad, 

Between the city and the camp was spreadj 

A place like that wherein proud Rome beheld . 
The forward young men manage spear and shield. 
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Theie all alone Arganles took his stand, 

Defying Clirist and all his servants true, 

In slatuie, stomach, and in stienj^th of hand, 

In pride, picsuinption, and in dieadtul show, 
Enceladc like, on the Phlegican stiand, 

Or that huge giant Jesse’s infant slew ; 

But his lierce semblant they light, 

For most not knew, or else not feared his might. 

As yet not one had Godfrey singled out 
To undertake this hardy enlerpribC, 

But on Prince Tancred saw he all the roiU 
Had fixed their wibhcs, and had cast their eyes, ^ 

V)n him he spied tliem ga/ing lound about, 

As though the^r honour on hi^ prowess lies, 

And now they whispered louder what tliey meant,, 
Which t Godfrey heard and saw, and was content. 

The rest gave place ; for every one descried 
To whom their chicftain's will did most incline, 
“Tancicd,^’ quoth lie, ‘*1 pray thee calm the pride. 
Abate the rage of yonder Saracine : 

No longer would the chosen champion bide. 

Ills face with joy, his eyes with gladness shine, 

His helm he took, and ready steed bestrode, 

And guarded with his tiustv friends forth rode. 

But scanlly had he spurred his courser swift 
Near to the jilain, where proud Argaiites stayed, 
When unawares his eyes he chanced to lift, 

And on the hill beheld the warlike maid, 

As white as snow upon the Alpine clift 
The virgin shone in silver arms arrayed, 

Her vental up so high, that he descried 
Her goodly visage, and her beauty’s pride. 

He saw not where the Pagan stood, and stared, 

As if iX^ith looks he would his foeman kill, 

Bui full of other thoughts he forward fared. 

And sent his looks before him up the hill, * 
gesture such his troubled soul declared, 

At last as marble rock he standeth still, 

Slone cold without ; within, burnt with love’s dame, 
*And quite forgot himself, and why he came. 
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The challenger, that yet saw none appear 
That made cy sign or show he came to just, 

How long,'' cried he, shall I attend you here ? 
Dares none come forth? dares none his fortune tiust 
The other stood ama/cd, love stopped his car, 

He thinks on* Cupid, think of Mars who lust ; 
But^forth stert Otho bold, and took the field, 

A gentle knight whom C^od from danger shield. 

• 

This youth was one of those, who late desireil 
'With that vain-glorious boaster to have fought, 

T5ut Tancred chosen, he and all retired ; 

Vet to the fj^cld the valiant Prince they brought, 

Now when his slackno'^s he awhile admiied, 

And saiv elsewhere eniidoycd w*as his thought, 

Nor ilut to just, though chosen, once ho prc»lYcied, 
He boldly took that lit occasion offered. 

No tiger, panther, spotted leopard. 

Runs half so swift, the forests wild among, 

A-, this young champion hasted thitherwaid, 

Where he attending saw the Pagan stiong : 

Tancredi started with the noise he hcaid, 

As waked fiom sleep, where he had dreamed long, 

“ Oh stay," he cried, “ to me belongs this war ’ " 
But cried too late, Otho was gone loo fur» 

Then full of fur>% anger and despite, 

He stayed his horse, and wMxed icd for shame, 

The fight was his, but now disgraced quite 
Himself he thought, another played his game; 
Meanw'hile the Saracen did hugely smite 
On Otho's helm, w'ho to requite the same, • 

His foe quite through his sevenfold targe did bear. 
And in his breastplate stuck and broke his spear 
■ 

The encounter such, upon the tender grass, 

Down from his steed the Christian backw'ard fell ; • 

Yet his proud foe so strong and sturdy was. 

That he nor shoot, nor staggered in his seil. 

But to the knight that lay full low, alas, 

In high disdain his will thus gan he tell, • 

Yield thee my slave, and this thine honour be. 
Thou may’st report thou hast encountered me." 
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“ Not so,” quoth he, “pardy it's not the guise 33 

Of Christian kni^^hts, though fali'n, so soon to yiejd; 

I can my fall excuse in better wise, 

And will revenge this shame, or die in field.” ' 

The great Ciicassiaii bent his frowning eyes, 

Like that grim visage in [Minerva’s shield, 

^‘Then Icain,” quoth he, “what f^^icc Aigantes useth* 
Against that fool that proffered grace refuseth.” 

With that he spurred his horse with speed and haste, 34 

Forgetting wh.it good knights to virtue owe, 

Otho his fury shunned, and, as he passed, . 

At his right side he reached a noble blow, , 

Wdc was the wound, the blood oiitstreained fast, 

And from his side fell to his stirrup low : 

But what avails to hurt, if wounds augment « 

Our foe’s iierce courage, strength and hardiment ? 

Argantes nimbly turned his ready steed, 35 

And ere his foe was wist or well aware, 

Against his side he drove his courser's head, 

What force could he gainst so great might prepare ? 

Weak were his feeble joints, his courage dead. 

His heart amazed, his paleness showed lus care, 

His tender side gainst the hard earth he cast. 

Shamed, with the first fall ; bruised, with the last. 

The victor spurred again his light-foot steed, 36 

And made his passage over Otho's heait. 

And cued, “These fools thus under foot 1 tread, 

That dare contend with me m equal mart.” 

• T«ancred for anger shook his noble head, 

So was he^grieved with that unknightly part ; 

The fault was his, he was so slow before, 

With double valour would he salve that sore. 

Forward he galloped fast, and loudly cried : 37 

“ Villain,*’ quoth he, “ thy conque-at is thy shame, 

What praise ? what honour shall ithis fact betide ? 

What gain ? what guerdon shall befall the saftie ? 

Aimng the Arabian thieves thy face go hide, 

Far from resort of*men of worth and fame, 

Or else in wooefs and mountains wild, by night, 

On savage beasts employ thy savage might.” 
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The Pagan patience never knew, nor used, 38 

Trembling for ire, his sandy locks he tore, 

Out from hfs lips flew such a sound confused, 

As lionfi make in dcseitb thick, which roar ; 

Or as w’hen clouds together crushed and biuised, 

Pour down a tempest by the Caspian shoic ; 

So^was his spcccii impel feet, stopped, and broken, 

He loaied and thundered when he should have spoken 

• 

Hut w'hen with threats they both had w^Iicttcd keen 
Their ffager rage, their fury, spite and ire, 

They turned tlieir steeds and loft Luge space betweci* 

To make their foiccs greater, 'proarhing nighcr, 

With torinS that Avarlike and that w’orthy been : 

O sacred hluse, my liaughty thouglits inspire, 

And make a trumpet of my slendei quill 
To lliundcr out this furious combat shiill. 

These sons of Mavors bore, instead of spears, 40 

Two knotty masts, which none but thev could Ihl, 

Each foaming steed so fast his master bears, 

'Hiat never beast, bird, shaft ilew' half so swift ; 

Such w'as their fury, as when Iloreas tears 
'Flic sh.itteied crags from Tauius’ northern clift, 

Upon then helms their lances long they broke, 

And up to heaven flew splinters, spark and smoke. 

The shock made all the tow’ers and turrets cjiiake. 

And w'oods and mountains all nigh hand resound ; 

Yet could not all that foire and fuiy shake 
The valiant champions, nor their persons wound , 

Together huitlcd both their steeds, and brake 
Each other^s neck, the riders lay on ground : ^ 

Hut they, great masters of war's dieadful art. 

Plucked forth their swwds and soon from earth u]» stait 

Close at his surest ward Ccach warrior lieth, • 42 

He w'isely guides his hand, his foot, his eye, , 

This blow he proveth, that ^efence he trieth, 

He iraverseth, ictireth, presseth nigh, • 

Now strikes he out, and now he falsifieth, ^ ^ 

This blow he wardeth, that he lets slip by^ 

And for advantage oft he lets some part. 

Discovered seem ; thus art deludeth art. ^ 
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The P.^fian ill defenced with sword or targe, 
Tanctedi’s as he suppO'^ed, espied 

And reaching forth gainst it his weapon large. 

Quite naked to his foe leaves his left-side ; 

Tancted a\oidcth quick liis iunous charge, 

And gave him eke a wound deep, soie and wide ;• 
'J'hat done, himself safe to his ward retiied, 

His courage praised by all, his skill admired. 

« 

The pi Olid Circassian saw his streaming blood, 

Down from hi.i wound, .as from a fountain, tunning, 
He sighed for rage, and trembled as he stood, 

He blamed his fortune, fdlly, want of cunning ; 

Hcbhft Ills sword aloft, for ire nigh wwd, * 

And forw.ard iiishcd : Tancred his fuiy sluinning, 
With a sharp thiiist once moie the Pagan hit, 

To his broad shoulder where his arm is knit 

lake as a bear through pierced with a dart 
Within the secret woods, no fiiiiher flicth, 
lJut bites the senseless we.apon mad with sinait, 
Seeking revenge till unrevenged she dieth , 

So mad Aignnles f.rrcd, when Ins proud heail 
Wound upon wound, .and shttinc on sliame tspielli. 
Desire of vengeaiKc so o'ei(.ime his sense », 

'J'hat he foigot alj dan gets, all defences. 

Uniting force extreme, with endless wrath, 

Supporting both with youth and strength iiiuiicd. 

His thundering blows so fast about he layeili. 

That skies and earth the flying sp.arklcs fired , 

His foe to strike one blow no leisuie hath, 

Scantly hcjweathdd, though he oft desired. 

His wailike skill and cunning all w.as wa^te. 

Such was ArgantCb' force, and such his haste. 

Long time Tantredi had in vain attended 
When this: huge storm should overblow and pass, 
Some blows his mighty target wel] defended, 

Some fell beside, and? wounded deep the grasa; 
ilut^'j^en he saw the tempest never ended, 

Nor that the P.'iynitn’s force aught weaker was, 

He high advanced his cutting sword at length, 

And rage to rage opposed, and strength to strength. 
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Wrath bore the sway, both art and reason fail, 

Fury new force, and courage new supplies, 

Their armours forged were of metal frail, 

On cv-try side thereof, huge cantels flies, 

The land was strcwifd all with plate and mail. 

That, on the earth ; on that, their warm blood lies. 

And at each rush and every blow they smote 
Thunder the noise, the sparks, seemed lightning hot 

• 

The Christian people and the Pagans gazed, 

On this fierce combat wishing oft the end, 

'Twixt hope and fear they stood long time amazed. 

To sec the knights assail, and eke Gefend ; 

Yet neither sign they made, nor noise they raised, 
liut for the issue of the fight attend, 

An<\ stood as still, as life and sense they wanted. 
Save that their hearts within then bosoms panted. 

Now were they tired both, and well nigh spent. 

Their blows show greater will than powei to wound , 
But Night her gentle daughter Ihiikness, sent, 

With friendly shade to overspread the ground, 

Two heralds to the fighting champions went, 

'To part the fray, a*> laws of arms them bound 
Aridens born in FraiKe, and wise Pindon*, 

The man that hi ought the challenge p^oiid befoje 

These men their sceptres interpose, between 
Tlic doubtful hazards of uncertain fight ; 

For such their privilege hath ever been, 

The law of nations doth defend their right ; 

Pindore began, “Stay, stay, you w amors keen, 

Equal your honour, equal is your might ; • 

Forbear this combat, so we deem it best, 

Give night her due, and grant your persons rest. 

“ Man goeth forth to labour with the sun, ^ 

But with the night, all creatures draw to sleep, • 

Nor yet of hidden praise ii^ darkness won 
The valiant heftrt of noble knight takes *kecp : 

Aigantes answered him, “The fight begun • 

Now to forbear, doth wound my heart rigfct deep : 

Yet will I stay, so that this Christian sifear. 

Before you both, again to meet me here/' • 
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“ I swear,” quoth Tancred, “but swear thou likewise 53 

To make return thy prisoner eke with thee ; 

Else for achievement of this enterprise, 

None other time but this expect of me • 

Thus swore lliey both ; the heralds botli devise, 

What time for this exploit should iitteat be : • 

And for their wounds of rest and cuie had need, • 

To meet a^am the sixth day was dLCiccu. 

This fiyiht was deep imprinted in thcii hearts 54 

That saw this bloody finy to ending luouj;)!!, • 

An horror f'n.at possessed their weaker pails, 

Whirli made them shrink tVho on their combat thought • 
l\Tuoh sjieech was of the praise and high clcs.iils * 

Of these brave champions that so nobly fought ; 

Hut which for knightly worth was mo^t ypiaised. 

Of that was doubt and disputation raised. 

All long to see them end this doubtful fray, 55 

And as they favour, so they wish success, 

These hope true virtue shall obtain the clay, 

I'hosc trust on fury, strength and hardiness ; 

Hut on Ermiiua most this Inirden lay, 

Whose looks her trouble and hei feai express ; 

For on this dangeious combat’s doubtful end 
Her joy, her comfort, hope and life depend. 

Her the sole daughter of that hapless king, 56 

That of proud Antioch late woic the crown, 

The Clinstian soldiers to Tancrcdi bring, 

When they had sacked and spoiled that glorious town ; 

,Hut he, in w’honi all good and virtue spnng. 

The virgin’^ionour saved, and her renown ; 

And when her city and her state was lost, 

Then was her person loved and honoured most. 

He honoured he^t, served her, and leave her gave, 57 

And willed# her go whither and when she list, 

Her gold and jewels had he care tq save, 

And them restored all,* she nothing missed, a 
She, ^l^tt beheld this youth and person brave, 

When, by this deed^his noble mind she wist, 

Laid ope her heart for Cupid’s shaft to hit, 

Whp never knots of love more surer knit. 
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Her body free, captfv^d was her heart, 58 

And love Jhe keys did i;f that prison bear, 

Prepared to go, it was a death to part 

From* that kind Lord, and from that prison dear. 

But thou, O honour, which cstccm( 5 d art 
The chiefcflst virtue noble ladies wear, 

Bttifoicest her against her will, to wend 
To Aladine, her mothci's dearest friend. 

At Sion was this piincess enteitained, 59 

By llTat old tyrant and her mothei dear, 

Wliose loss too soon the woeful damsel plained, 

Her giicf was such, she lived not lialf the year. 

Yet banishment, nor loss of friends coiistiamed 
The hapless maid her passions to foibcar, 

For^ though exceeding were her woe and grief, 

Of all her sorrows yet her love was chief. 

The silly maid in secret longing pined, 60 

Her hope a mote drawn up by l^liuebus’ ray^, 

Her lo\c a mountain seemed, whcieoii bright shined 
Fresh memory of Tancicd’s worth and piaise. 

Within her closet it her self she shrined, 

A hotter fire hci tender heart assays : 

Tancred at last, to raise her hope nigh dead, 

Before those walls did his broad cnsigp spread. 

The rest to view the Christian army feared, r>T 

Such seemed their number, such their power and might 
But she alone her troubled forehead cleared. 

And on them spread her beauty shining bught ; 

In every squ«tdron when it first appeared, » 

Her curious eye sought out her chosen knight ; % 

And every gallant that the rest excels, 

The same seems him, so love and fancy tells. 

Within the kingly palace builded high, ^^>2 

A turret standeth near the city's wall, • 

From which Erminia might at ease descry 
The western hftst, the plains and mountains all, 

And there she stood all the long day to spy, • • 

From Phoebus' rising to his evening fall, • 

And with her thoughts disputed of his | 9 raisc, 

And every thought a scalding sigh did raise. 
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From hence the furious combat she surveyed, 63 

And felt her heart tremble with fear and pain, 

Her secret thou^jlits thus to her fancy said, 

Behold thy dear in danger to be slain ; • 

So with suspect, with fear and grief dismayed, 

Attended she her darling's loss or gain, • 

And ever when the Pagan lift his blade, • 

The stroke a wound in her \^eak boaom made. 

But when she saw the end, and wist withal 64 

Their strong contention should eftsoons begin, • 

Amazement strange her courage did appal, 

Her vital blood was icy cold within ; 

SomPMmes she sighed, sometimes tears let fall, 

To witness what distress hci hcait w'as in ; 

Hopeless, dismayed, pale, sad, astonished. 

Her love, her fear ; nci fear, her torment bred. 

Her idle brain unto her soul presented 65 

Death in an hundred ugly fashions painted. 

And if she slept, then w’as her giief augmented, 

With such sad visions w’ere her thoughts acquainted ; 

She saw her lord with wounds and hurts tormented. 

How he complained, c.dled for her hclj), and faint < d, 

And found, aw'aked from that unepuet slcc[>ing. 

Her heart with parting sore ; eyes, red wdth w^eeping. 

Yet these presages of his coming ill 66 

Not greatest cause of her discomfort were. 

She saw his blood fiom his deep wounds distil, 

Nor what he suffered could she bide or bear : 

Besides, report her longing ear did fill, 

Doubling hiwdanger, doubling so her fear. 

That she concludes, so w^as her courage lost, 

Her wounded lord was weak, faint, dead almost. 

And for her motlier had her taught before 67 

The secret 'Virtue of each herb that springs, 

Besides fit charms for every wound fir sore 
Corruption breedeth or misfortune brings, — ♦ 

An arWostecmdd in those times ot yore. 

Beseeming daughters «of great lords and kings — 

She would herself l^e surgeon to her knight, 

And^heal him with her skill, ur with her sight 
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Thub would she cure her love, and cure her foe 
She must, that had her friends and kinsfolk slain : 
Some cursed weeds her cunnintf hand did know, 

Thaf could augment his harm, incieasc his pain ; 

But she abhorred to be revenged so. 

No treason should her spotless person stain, 
i\nd virtueless she wished all herb? and charms 
Wherewith false men increase their patients’ harm?. 

Nor feare^d she among the b.ands to stray 
Of Jrmed men, for often had she seen 
The tragic end of many a bloody fray ; 

Her life had full of haps and hazjJrdb been. 

This made her bold in cveiy haid assay, 

More than her feeble sex became, I ween : 
bhe feaied not the shake of every lecd, 

So cowards are courageous made through need 

Love, fearless, hardy, and audacious love, 

Emboldened had this tender d«imsel so. 

That wheie wild beasts and serpent*; glide and move 
Through Afric’s deserts durst she ride or go, 

Save that her honour, she esteemed above 
Her life and body’s safety, told her no ; 

Foi in the secret of her troubled thought, 

A doubtful combat, love and honoui /ought. 

“ O spotless virgin,” Honour thus begun, 

“That my true lore observed firmly hast. 

When with thy foes thou didst m bondage won. 
Remember then I kept thee pure and chaste. 

At liberty now, where wouldest thou run, 

To lay that field of princely virtue waste, ^ 

Or lose that jewel ladies hold so dear 
Is maidenhood so great a load to boar ? 

“ Or deem’st thou it a praise of little prize, * 

The glorious title of a virgin’s name ? , 

That thou will gad by nisjht in gigloi wise, 

Amid thine sSlTned foes, to seek thy shame. 

O fool, a woman conquers when she flics, , 

Refusal kindleth, proffers quench the flanie. 

Thy lord will judge thou sinnest beyond measure, 

If vainly thus thou waste so rich a treasure.” , 
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The sly deceiver Cujiid thus beguiled 
The simple damsel, with his tiled tongue : 

Thou wort not born,” quoth he, “ in desert wild 
The cruel bears and savage beasts among, 

That you shouldst seoin fair Citherea^s child, 

Or hate those pleasures that to youth belong, * 
Nor did the gods thy heart of iron frame ; 

To be m love is neither sin or shame. 

• 

‘‘ Go then, go, whither sweet desire invitelh. 

How can thy gentle knight so cruel be ? 

Love in his heart thy grief and sorrows writeth, 

For thy laments how he cbmplaineth, sec. 

Oh<rrucl woman, whom no care exciteth 
To save his life, that saved and honoured thee ! 

He languisheth. one foot thou wilt not move 
To succour him, yet say’st thou art m love. 

“ No, no, stay here Argantes’ w’oiinds to cure, 

And make him strong to shed thy dat ling's blood, 
f)f such reward he may himself assure, 

That doth a thankless woman so much good : 

Ah, may it be thy patience can endure 
To sec the strength of this Ciicassian wood, 

And not with horror and amazement shiink, 

When on their fut.uie tight thou hap’st to think ? 

“ Besides the thanks and praises for tlie deed, 
buppose what joy, w'hat comfoit shall thnu win, 

When thy soft hand doth wholesome plaisters spreed, 
Upon the breaches in his ivory skin, 

9 Thence to thy dearest lord may health succeed, 
Strength limbs, blood to his cheeks so thin, 

And his rare beauties, now half dead and more, 
Thou may'st to him, him to thyself restore. 

“ So shall some* part of his adventures bold 
And valiant acts henceforth be held as thine ; 

His dear embracements shall thee straight enfold. 
Together joined in marriage rites divine : < 

I^LStiy 4iigh place of honour shall thou hold 
Among the matrons<i»age and dames Latine, 

In Italy, a land, ^ each one tells. 

Where valour true, and true religion dwells,’’ 
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With such vain hopes the silly maid abused, 

Promised herself mountains and hills of gold ; 

Yet were her thoughts with doubts and feats contused 
How* to escape unseen out of that hold. 

Because the watchmen eveiy minute used 
To •'uard* the walls against the Christians bold, 
fVnd in such fury and such heat f)f war, 

The gates or seld or never opened arc. 

With strong Clorinda was Erminia sweet 
In surest links of dearest friendship bound, 

With her she used the rising sun to greet, 

And hcij^ when Phiebus glided un*dcr ground, 
bhe made the lovely partner of her sheet ; 

In both their hearts one will, one thought was found ; 
Ngr aught she hid from that viiago bold, 

Except her love, that tale to none she told. 

That kept she secict, if Clorinda heard 
Her make complaints, or secretly lament, 

To other caii^e her soirow she leferred : 

Matter enough she had of discontent, 

Like as the bird that having close imbarred 
Her tender young ones m the springing bent, 

To draw the searcher further from her nest. 

Cries and complains most where she.ncedeth le.ist 

Alone, within her chamber’s secret part. 

Sitting one day upon her heavy thought, 
l^evising by what mccans, what sleight, what art. 

Her close depaiture should be safest wi ought, 

Assembled m her unresol ve^d heart 

An hundred passions strove and ceaseless fought-^ 

At last she saw high hanging on the wall 
Clorinda’s silver aims, and sighed wilhai : 

And sighing, softly to herself she said, 

“ How blcssdd is this virgin in her might ? » 

How I evixf the glory of 4he maid, 

Yet envy nol*her shape, or beauty’s light ; 

Her steps are not with trailing garments stayed, • • 
Nor chambers hide her valour shining bright ; 

But armed she rides, and breaketh swbrd and spear. 
Nor is her strength restrained by shame or fear. 
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“Alas, why did nol Heaven theac members frail 
With lively force and vi^jour stiengihen so 
That I this silken gown and slender veil 
Might for a breastplate and an helm forego ? 

Then should not heat, nor cold, nor rain, nor hail, 
Nor storms that fall, nor blustering winds that bldw 
Withhold me, but I would both day and night, 

In pitched field, or private combat fight. 

“ Nor haddest thou, Argantes, first begun 
With my dear lord that fierce and cuiel fight, 

Rut I to that encounter w’oiild have run, 

"And haply ta'en him caplf\'e by my might ; 

YcU should he find, our furious combat done, 

I lis thraldom easy, and his bondage light ; 

For fetters, mine embracements should he prove ; 
For diet, kisse > sweet ; for keeper, love. 

“ Or else my tender bosom opened wide, 

And heart though pierced w’lth his cruel blade. 

The bloody w’capon in my w’ounded side 
Might cure the wound which love before had made ; 
Then should my soul in rest and quiet slide 
Down to the valleys of the Elysian shade, 

And my mishap the knight perchance would move. 
To shed some tei^rs upon his murdeied love. 

“ Alas ! impossible are all these things, 

Such wishes vain afflict my woeful spiite, 

Why yield I thus to plaints and sorrowings, 

As if all hope and help were perished quite ? 

, My heart daies much, it soars with Cupid^s wings. 
Why use ln^iiot for once these aimoiirs bright? 

I may sustain awhile this shield aloft. 

Though I be tender, feeble, weak and soft. 

** Love, strong, *bold, mighty never-tir^d love, 
Supplieth force to all his servants tnie : 

The fearful slags he doth to batUe#move, 

Till each his horns in ‘others' blood imbrue ; * 

Yet 9ifian not I the haps of war to prove, 

A stratagem I havedevisdd new, 

Clorinda-like in this fair harness dight, 

I will escape out of the town this night. 
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I know the men that have the gate to ward. 

If she command dare not her wiJl deny, 

In what sort else could I beguile the guard? 

This H’ay is only left, this will I try : 

O gentle love, in this adventure haid 
Thine handmaid guide, assist and fortify ! 

time, the hour now fitteth best the thing, 

While stout Clorinda talkeih with the king.” 

% 

Rcsolvdd thus, without delay she went, 

As hef strong passion did hei rashly guide. 

And those bright arms, down tiom the lafter hent, 
Witlnii hei closet did she closely hiclc ; 

'I'lnt migRt she do unseen, for she had sent 
'I’lic rest, on sleeveless crnind*^ from her side, 

And niglu her stealtlis brought to their wished end, 
Nigfit, patroness of thieves, and lovers’ friend. 

Some sparkling fires on heaven’s bright visage shone ; 
His azure lobe the orient blueness lost, 

When she, whose wit and leason both were gone. 
Called for a squire she loved and trusted most, 

To whom and to a maid, a faithful one. 

Part of her will she told, how that in post 

She wfHild depart from Juda's king, and feigned 
That other cause her sudden flight con^ramed. 

The trusty squire provided needments meet, 

As for their journey fitting most should be ; 

Meanwhile her vesture, pendant to her feet, 

Erininia doft, as erst determined she, 

Stripped to her petticoat the \irgin sweet 
So slender was, that wonder was to see , ^ 

Her handmaid ready at her mistress* will. 

To arm her helped, though simple weic her skill 

m 

The rugged steel oppressed and offended 
Her dainty neck, and locks of shining gold ; • 

Her tender arm so feeble wa«, it bended 
When that huge*target it presumed to hold. 

The burnished steel bright rays far off extended. 

She feigned courage, and appeared bold ; • 

Fast by her side unseen smiled Venus* soft, 

As erst he laughed When Alcides spun. 
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Oh, with what labour did her shoulders bear 93 

That heavy burthen, and how slow she went I 
Her maid, to see that all the coasts were clear, 

Before her mistress, ihiough the streets was sent; 

Love gave her ccniiage, love exildd fear, 

Love to her tired limbs new vigour lent, 

Till she approached where tlie squire abode, 

Theie took they horse forthwith and f.uward rode. 

Disguised they went, and by unused ways, 94 

And secret paths they strove un-een to gone, 

Until the watch they meet, which sore affrays 
Their soldicis new, when swoids and weapons shone; 

Yel'wone *0 stop their journey once es»ayb. 

But place and passage yielded every one ; 

For that white armour, and that helmet bright. 

Were known and feared, in the darkest night. 

Erminia, tliough some deal she wcic dismayed, 95 

Yet went she on, and goodly countc*nance bore, 

She doubted lest her purpose were bcwiaycd, 

Ifcr too much boldness she lepenled sore ; 

But now the gate her feai and jjassage stayed, 

The heedless portei she beguiled therefore, 

“ I am Clorinda, ope the gale,*' she cried, 

“Where as the lying commands, tniis late I ride.” 

Her w’oman’s voice and terms all framed been, 96 

Most like the speeches of the piincea.'* stout, 

Who would have thought on liorseback to have seen 
That feeble damsel armed round iibout ? 

The porter her obeyed, and she, between 
Her tiiistyi. squire and maiden, sallied out. 

And through the secret dales they -silent pass, 

Where danger least, least fear. lt‘ast pcnl was. 

But when these fair adventurers entered were 97 

Deep in & vale, Erminia stayed her haste, 

T> be recalled siie had no cause fear. 

This foieinost liazaicf had she trimly pa^t ; 

But (kingei s new, tofore unseen, appear, 

New perils she detened, new doubts slie cast. 

The way that her desire to quiet brought. 

More difficult now seemed than erst she thought. 
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Arm<5d to ride among her foes. 

She now perceived it wcie great oversight, 

Yet would she not, she thought, herself disclose, 

Until *she came before her chosen knight, 

To him she purposed to present the rose 
Pure, spotAjss, clean, untouched of mortal wight, 

Sfce stayed therefore, and in her thougiits more wise. 
She called her squire, whom thus she gan advise. 

• 

“ Thou must,” quotli she, “ be mine ambassador, 
lie wftc, be carekil, tiue, and diligent, 

(]o to the camp, present tin self before 
The J*nnce Tanciedi, ^Vounded m his tent; 

Tt’i him thy mistress comes to cure his soio, 

If he to grant her pcilce and rest consent 

Gainst wliom fierce love such cruel war hath raised, 
So shall his wounds be cured, lici torments eased. 

And say, in him such hope and trust ‘'he hath, 

'I'liat m his poweib she feais no shame nor sroin. 

Tell him thus much, and whatsoe’er he saith, 

Unfold no moie, but make a cjuick retinn, 

1, for this place is fiee ftom harm and scath, 

Within this vallcv will meanwhile sojouin.” 

Thus spake the princess: and licr servant true 
To execute the charge imposed, flew ; • 

And was received, he so disci cctly wrouglit, 

Fust of tlic watch that guarded in iheir [)lace, 

Pcfoie the wounded prince then was he bi ought, 

Wlio hcaid his message kind, with gentle grace, 

Which told, he left him tossing in In', thought 
A thousand doubts, and turned his speedy pace • 
To biing lus lady and his mistress woid, 

She might be welcome to that courteous lord. 

• 

But she, impatient, to whose desire 
Grievous and harmful seemed each little sta}^ • 
Recounts his steps, and thiiiks, now draws he niglicr. 
Now enters in, flow speaks, now comes Ins way ; 

And that which grieved her most, the careful sqiiiie 
Less speedy seemed than e'er befoie that day ; 

Lastly she forward rode with love to guide, 

Until the Christian tents at hand she spied. 
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Invested in her starry veil, the night 103 

In her kind arms einbraedd all this round, , 

The silver moon from sea uprising bright 
Spread frosty pcail upon the candid ground : 

And Cynthia-like for beauty's glorious liglit 

The love-sick n>mph threw glittering beams around, 

And counsellois of her old love she made 
Those valleys dumb, that silence, and that shade 

Beholding then the camp, quoth she, “O fair 104 

And ca'^tlc-like pa\ilion&, iichly wi ought’ 

Fiom >011 now sweet inethinkcth blok\s the air. 

How comfoits It my heart* my soul, my thought ^ 

Thufftugh hca\en*s lair face fiom gulf of sad dcspaii 
tossed bark to port av ell-nigh is brought : 

In }ou I seek lediess foi all my harms, 

Rest, midst )Our weapons; peace, amongst your arm- 

“ Receive me, then, and let me mercy find, 105 

As gentle love assuieth me 1 shall, 

Among you had I entertainment kind 
When fust 1 was the Prince Tanciedi's thrall . 

I covet not, led by ambition blind 

You should me in my father's throne install, 

Might I but serve in you my Ion I so dear, 

That my content,, my joy, my comfort were." 

Thus parleyed she, poor soul, and never feared 1 06 

The sudden blow of Fortune’s cruel spite, 

She stood where Phoebe’s splendent beam appeared 
Upon her silver armour double bright, 

, The pi ice about her round she shining cleared 
With thaUj.vure white wheiem the nymph was dight 
The tigress great, that on her helmet laid, 

Bore witness where she went, and where she stayed 

So as her fortune would, a Chiistian band 107 

Their sec»?t ambush there had closely framed, 

Led by two brothers of Italia land^ 

Young Poiiphern and* Alicandi o named, ^ 

Thene^with Iheir foices watched to withstand 
Those that brought«victuals to their foes untamed, 

And kept that pfcissage ; them Ermmia spied, 

A^d fled as fast as her swift steed could ride. 
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But l*oiiphei'n, bcfoic whose watery eyes, 

His aged father strong Clorinda slew, 

When thcYt blight shield and silver helm lie spits. 
The ahainpioness he thought he saw and kneiv , 
Upon his hidden mates for aid he cries 
(iainst his*bupposed foe, and forth he ilcw, 

J^s he was rash, and heedless in his wrath. 
Bending his lance, “Thou art but dead,” he saiili. 
• 

As when a chased hind her course doth beml 
To b®ek by soil to find some e«\sc oi gotKl ; 

Whether fioni craggy rock the spring descend, 

Or softly glide within the shady \\'»od ; 

If there Ae dogs she meet, wheie late she wcml 
To comfort her weak limbs m cooling Hood, 

Again she flies swift as she fled at fust, 

Fof^etting weakness, weariness and thirst. 

bo she, that thought to rest her vveaiy sprite. 

And quench the endless thirst of aidcnt love 
With dear embracements of her loid .ind knight, 

But such as inairiage rites should fii^t .ijipiove, 
When she belield her foe, with weapon biiglit 
Threatening her death, his trusty courser move, 

Her love, her lord, hei self abandoned. 

She spurred her speedy steed, and swift slic tied 

Erminia fled, scantlv the tender grass 
Her Pegasus wnth his light footsteps bent, 

Her maiden's beast for speed did likewise pass ; 

Yet divers ways, such was their fear, they went . 

The squire who all too late returned, alas. 

With tardy news from i’rincc Tancredi’s tent, 

Fled likewnse, when he saw' his mistress gone, 

It booted not to sojourn there alone. 

But Alicandro wiser than the rest, • 

Who this supposed Clorinda saw likewise, ^ 

To follow her yet was he nothing pressed, 

But in his am]jush still ancl dose he lios. 

A messenger to Godfrey he addressed, 

That should him of this accident advise, ^ 

How that his brother chased w'lth naked blade 
Clorinda’s self, or else Clormda’s shade. 
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Yet that iL was, or that it could be she, X13 

He hifti small cause or reason to suppose, 

Occasion j^reat and weighty must it be 

Should make her iide by night among her foes : » 

What (Godfrey willed that observed he, 

And with his soldiers lay in ambush close : 4 

These news tlirough all the Christian army went, ^ 

In every cabin talked, in every lent 

■ 

Tancred, whose thoughts the sqime had lillcd with doubt 1 14 
By his sweet words, supposed now hearing this, 1 
Alaa I the vngm came to seek me out, 

And for my sake her hfe.m danger is ; 

Himself forthwith lie singled fiom the loul, < 

An*Ji lode m haste, tlnuigh half his arms he mis:> ; 

Among those sandy fields and \ alleys gieen, 

'1 o seek his love he galloped fast unbeem 
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GODFREY OF BUELOIGNE. 


THE ARGUMENT. 

A shepherd f^iir FTmuii.i 

Whom hilst Tancn di strk** m v.uii to iinrh 
lie !•» «*r trappC'd in AirnidYs trams 
K.iyriioi d >Mlh stioni; ArRante-s is avafpKd 
'1*0 ti:;h an .uigel to bis aiil lie ;jain^ 

Satan tl it sees the I'afjan’s tury blind, 

And 1 istv wrath turn tr> Ins lo^s and li.irin, 
Doth -aise new tempest, uproar and alaiin. 


E RMINIA’S steed this while his misticss bore 
» Through forests thick atnoiij^ the shady trecn. 
Her feeble hand the bridle reins forlore. 

Half in a swoon she was, for fear I ween ; 

Rut her fleet couiser spaied ne'er the more. 

To bear her through the descit woods unseen 

Of her strong foes, that chased her through tW pLiin, 
And still pursued, but still pursued in vain. 

Like as the weary hounds at last retire, ^ 

Windless, displeased, from the fruitless chase. 

When the sly lieast tapished in bush and liner,* 

No art nor pains tan rt^se out of his place • 

The ChristAn knights so full of shame and ire 
Returned back, w'lth faint and weary pace : • • 

Yet still the fearful dame fled swift %s wind. 

Nor ever stayed, nor ever looked beHxnd. 

xst 



JERUSALEM DELIVERED, 


152 

Through thick and thin, nil night, all day, she drived, 
Withouten comfort, company, gr guide, 

Her plaints and tears with every thought revived, 

She lieard and saw her griefs, but nouglit beside : * 

But when the sun his burning chariot dived 
In Thetis’ wave, and weaiy team untied, ^ 

On Jordan’s sandy banks hei course she st«aycd • 
At last, there down she light, and down she laid. 

« 

Her tears, her diink ; her food, her sorrowings, 

This w'as Ivji diet that unhappy night . ' 

But sleep, that sweet leposc and quiet brings, 

To ease the giiefa of disrftntented wight, 

Sprftid forth hia tender, soft, and nimble w’lngs. 

In his dull arms folding the mi gin bright ; 

And Love, his mother, and the (xracos kept 
Strong watch and ward, while this fair lady slept. 

The birds aw’okc her with their morning song. 

Their waibling music ]iierc(-d her lendei tar, 

The mill muring brooks and whistling w’liuls anioiur 
I'hc rattling boughs and leaves, then pnits did hear, 

Her ejes uni loscd beheld the gro\cb along 
Of swains and shepherd grooms that dw’ellmgs wti'c 
And tliat sweet noise, buds, wunds and wateis sent, 
Provoked again the virgin to lament. 

Her plaints were interrupted with a sound, 

That seemed from thickest bushes to proceed, 

Some jolly shepheid sung a lusty round, 

And to his voice he tuned his oaten reed ; 

^Thither she W'ent, an old man there she found, 

At whose 4Jght hand his little flock did feed, 

Sat making baskets, his three aons among, 

That learned their father’s art, and learned his song. 

Beholding one in shining arms appear, 

The silly ipan and his were sore dismayed ; 

But sweet Erminia comfoited then^ fear. 

Her vental up, her visUge open Lud, « 

Yop tappy folk, of heaven beloved dear, 

Work on,” quoth shf , “ upon your harmless trade, 

These dreadful avms I bear, no warfare bring 
To^your sweet toil, nor those sweet tunes you sing. 
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‘‘But, father, since this land, these towns and . 
Destroyed are with suoid, with tiie and spoil, 

How may*it be unhurt that you and yours 
In sai%ly thus apply your haimless toil ? ” 

“ My son/' quoth he, “this poor estate of ours 
Is ever saft from storm of warlike broil ; 

1||hs wilderness doth us in safely kerp. 

No thundering drum, no trumpet breaks our sKip 
% 

“ Haply just Heaven’s defence and shield of right 
Doth "love the innocence of simple swains, 

The ihundei bolts on highest mtiunlains light, 

And seld or never strike* the low'er ^dains ; 
bo kings have cause to feai Bellona's might, 

Not they w'hosc sweat and toil their dinner gains, 

Nor ever greedy soldier was enticed 
By poverty, neglected and despised, 

“O poverty, chief of the heavenly biood, 

Dearer to me than wealth or kingly ciow'ii • 

No wish for honour, thirst of others’ good, 

Can move my heart, contented wuth mine own : 

Wc quench our thirst wiiii water of this flood. 

Nor fear wc poison should therein be thrown ; 

These little docks of sheep and' tender goals 
( Jive milk for food, and wool to make us coats. 

“ Wc little wish, we need but little wealth, 

P'roni cold and hunger us to clothe and teed , 

These aic my sons, ihcir care picscrvcs fiom stealth 
Their father’s flocks, nor scivants moic I need : 

Amid these groves I w’alk oft for my health, 

And to the fishes, birds, and beasts give heed, « 
How they are fed, in forest, spring and lake, 

And their contentment for example take. 

‘‘ Time was, for each one hath his doating time, 

These silver locks were golden tresses then, • 

That country life 1 hated a crime, 

And from the forest’s sw’eet contentmenf ran. 

To Memphis’ stately palace would 1 climb, 

And there became the mighty Caliph’s mnn, 

And though 1 but a simple gardener were, 

Yet could I mark abuses, see and hear. 
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*■ Enticdd on with hope of future ijain, 

I suffered long what did my soul displease ; 

But when my youth was spent, my hope was \aih, 

I felt my native strength at Iasi decrease ; 

I gan my loss of lusty years complain. 

And wished 1 had enjoyed the country's peace ;* 

I bade the court faiewell, and with content 
]\Iy latter age here have I quid spent.” 

While thus he spake, Erminia hushed and still 
Ills wise discourses heaid, with great attention. 

His speeches grave those idle fancies kill 
Which m her troubled Soul bred such dissension ; 
-/Vler much thouglit reformed was lier will, ‘ 
Within those woods to dwell was her intention, 

'J'lll Fortune should occasion new aftbrd, 

'J'o turn h<‘r home to her desired lord. 

She said therefore, ‘‘ O shepherd fortunate 1 
That troubles some didst whilom feel and prove, 
Yet livest now in this contented state, 

Let my mishap thy thoughts to pity move, 

To cnteitain me as a willing mate 
In shepherd’s life N\hich I admire and love ; 

Within these pleasant groves perchance my heart 
Of her discomforts, may unload some part. 

“If gold or wealth, of most esteemed dear, 

If jewels rich thou diddest hold in pri-ie. 

Such store thereof, such plenty have I hcie, 

As to a greedy mind might well sufiice ; ” 

With that down trickled many a silver tear. 

Two ci^’sial streams fell from hei w.ileiy eyes ; 

}\irt of her sad misfortunes ihen she tolil, 

And wept, and with her wept that shepheul old. 

With speeches kind, he gan the virgin dear 
Towards his cottage gently home to guide ; 

His ag(^d wife there made her homely cheer. 

Yet welcomed her, ‘and placed her by her ^»de. 

'Shg princess dunned a poor pastoial's gear, 

A kerchief coarsi upon her head she tied ; 

But yet her ^stures and her looks, I guess, 
•Were such as ill beseemed a shepherdess. 
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Not those rude garmentb comd obscure and liidc 
The heavenly beauty of her angers face. 

Nor was her princely otT'^pring damnified 
Or ai!ght disparaged by those labours base ; 

Her little flocks to pasture would she guide, 

And milk ■her goats, and in their folds them place, 
)^oth cheese and butter could she make, and frame 
Herself to please the siicpherd and his dame. 

• 

I5ut oft, when underneath the gteenwood shade 
Her*flocks lay hid fioiu rh(el)Uo' scoichmg las-^. 

Unto her knight she songs and sonnets madt*, 

And them engrrived in baik of bcc^h and bays ; 

She tuld*how Cupid tiid her tir^.t invade. 

How conquered her,- and end-s with Tancred’s j)iaii.e . 
And when her pas.-^ion's writ she o\cr read. 

Again she mourned, ag.un sail tears she shed, 

“ You happy trees for ever keep,” quoth she, 

“This woeful story m your tender iind, 

Another day iindei >oui shade maybe 
Will come to lest again some lover kind ; 

Who if these tiophies of my griefs he see. 

Shall feel dear pity pierce his gentle mind ; " 

With that she sighed and said, “Too late I plo^c 
There is no troth in fortune, trust in love. 

“ Yet may it be, if gracious heavens attend 
The earnest suit of a distressed wight. 

At iny cntrc.it they will vouchsafe to send 
To thcac huge dcacits that imth.uikfiil knight. 

That w’hen to earth tlie man bis shall bend, 

And sees my grave, my tomb, and ashes light, ^ 
My woeful death his stubborn heait may mo\c*, 
With tears and sorrow's to reward ray love. 

“ So, though my life hath most unhappy beci!, 

At least yet shall my spirit dead be blest, ^ 

My ashes cold shall, buiigd on this green, 

Knjoy thcit g(v:>d this body ne'er possessed.” 

Thus she complained to the senseless treen, , 

Floods in her eyes, and fires were in he 4 breast , 

Ilut he for whom these streams of tears she shed, 
Wandered far off, alas, as chance him led 
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He followed on the footsteps he had tiaoecl, 

Till in hi^li woods and forests old he c.ime. 

Where bushes, thorns and trees so thick were placed, 
And so obscure the shadows of the same, 

That soi)n he lost the tract wherein he paced ; 

Yet w'cnt he on, which way he could not aim, ‘ 
]5ut still attentive wa^ his longinjj car 
If noise of horse or noise of arms he hear. 

If with the breathinjj of the ‘j^entlc wind, 

An aspen loaf ))ut sliaked on the tree. 

If bi’‘d or boast stirred in the bushes blind, 

Thither he spurred, thithtV he n^de to set 
Oiit^of th«* wood by Cynthia’s fa\oui kind. 

At last, W'lth travel ^rcat and pains, ”ot ho, 

And following on a little path, he heard 
A rumbling sound, and hasted thitherward. 

It was a fountain fiom the living stone, 

I'hat ponied dowm clear stieams in noble store, 
W’liose conduit pipes, united all in one, 

Thioiighcut a rocky channel ghastly loar ; 
HercTancied sta>ed, and called, yet answ'eicd non(‘. 
Save babbling echo, from the ciooked shore , 

And there the weaiy kmght at la=.t espies 
The springing daylight red and white arise. 

He sighed sore, and guiltless heaven gan blame, 

That wished success to his desires denied, 

And sharp revenge protested for the same, 

I f aught but good his mistress fair betide ; 

Then wished he to return the w\ay he came, 

' Although Jie wist not by what path to lule, 

And time drew near when he again must tight 
With proud Argantes, that vain-glorious knight. 

His stalwart st€ed the champion stout bestrode 
And prick^M fast to find the way he lost. 

But through a valley as he musing rode, 

He saw a man that scfenied for haste a post, 

His was hung betw'een his shoulders broad, 

As is the guise with us : Tancredi crossed 
His way, and gesitly prayed the man to say, 

To, Godfrey's camp how he should find the way. 
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Sir,” in the Italian language answered he, 

“ 1 ride wjiere noble Bocmond hath me sent : ” 

The prince thought this his uncle’s man should bt\ 
And atter him his course with speed he bent, 

A fortress stately built at last they see, 

’Bout whicn a muddy stinking lake there went, 
Tfcere they arrived when Titan went to rest 
His weary limbs in night’s untroubled nest. 

The couiier gave the fort a warning blast ; 

The cfrawbndge was let down by them within • 

“If thou a Christian be,’’ quoth he, “thou inayest 
Till Phoebus shine agam, here take^hine inn, 

'1 he County of Cosenza, three days past, 

This castle from the Turks did nobly win.” 

The^ prince beheld the piece, which site and art 
Impregnable had made on every part 

lie feared within a pile so fortified 
Some secret treason or enchant iiient lay, 

But had he known even there he should have died, 
yet should his looks no sign ot fear betray ; 

Tor wheresoever will or chance him guide, 

His strong victorious hand still made him way . 

Yet for the combat he must shortly make. 

No new adventure^ list he undertake. ^ 

Before the castle, m a meadow plain 
Beside the bridge’s end, he stayed and stood, 

Nor was enlieated by the speeches vain 
Of his false guide, to pa&s beyond the flood. 

Upon the bridge appeared a warlike swain, 

P'rom top to toe all clad in armour good, « 

Who brandishing a broad and cutting sword, 
Thus threatened death with many an idle word. 

“ O thou, whom chance or will brings to the soil. 
Where fair Armida doth the sceptre guide, • 

Thou canst not fly, of arin« thyself despoil, 

And let thy hatids with iron chains be tied ; 

Pmler and rest thee from thy weary toil. 

Within this dungeon shalt thou safe abicl^, 

And never hope again to see the day, * 

Or that thy hair for age shall turn to grey ; 



JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 


Exce^Jt thou swear her valiant knights to aid 
Against those traitors of the Christian crew,” 

Tancrcd at this discouisc a little stayed, 

His arms, his gestuic, and his voice he knew : 

It ^\as Rambaldo, who for that false maid 
Koisook his coLinti-y and religion true, ‘ 

And of that fort defender chief became. 

And those vile customs stablishcd in the same. 

The wanior answered, blushing red for shame, 

“ Cur'^eJ apostate, and ungracious wight, 

I am that Tancrcd W'ho defend the name 
Of Christ, and have been uye his faithful knight ; 

Ills rebel foes can I sul^due anti tame, 

As tliou shall find bcfoic we end this fight ; 

And thy false heart cleft with this vengeful sword, 
Sh.ill feci the ire of thy forsaken Loid ” 

When that great name Rambaldo’s cars did fill, 

He shook for fear and looked pale for dread, 

Yet proudly said, “Tancicd, thy hup was ill 
'I'o wander hither wdicre thou ait but dead. 

Where naught can hclj), thy courage, strength and skill 
To Godfrey will 1 send thy cuised head, 

I’h.it he may see, how for Armida’s sake, 

Of him and of his Christ a scorn 1 make.” 

« 

T'his said, the day to s.iblc night w’as tuincd, 

That scant one could anotheTs aims descn, 

But soon an liundied lamps and toiehcs burned, 

That cleared all the caith and all the sky ; 

The castle seemed a stage with lights adorned, 

\')n which men play some pompous tragedy ; 

Witliin a terrace sat on high the queen. 

And heard, and saw, and kept herself unseen. 

The noble baron whet his courage hot, 

And busked him boldly to the dreadful fight ; 

Upon his horse long wdnle he tarried not, 

Because ou foot he saw the Pagan knight, r 
Who underneath his trusty shield was got, 

His sword was drawijj, closed was his helmet bright. 
Gainst whom the.pnnce inarched on a stately pare, 
Wrath in his voice, rage in his eyes and face. 
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Ills foe, his furious charge not well abiding. 
Traversed his ground, and started here and theic, 
lUit he, thcxigh faint and wcaiy both with iiding, 

Yet follpwed fast and still oppressed him near, 

And C)n what side he felt Rambaldo sliding. 

On that his forces most einplovdd were ; 

N(j\v at his helm, now at his hauberk bright, 

He thundered blows, now at his fice and sight. 

Against those members battery chief he inakcth, 
Wlicre^n man’s life keeps chiefest residence , 

At his proud tin eats the Gascoign warrior quaketh. 
And uncouth fear appalled every sepsc, 

To nimbler shifts the knight himself betaketh, 

And ^kippcth hero and there for hu defence : 

Now with his targe, now with his trusty blade. 
Against his blows he good resistance made. 

Yet no such quickness for defence he used, 

As did the prince to work him harm and scatlic ; 

Hi-^ shield was cleft m twain, his lielinet bruised, 

And in his blood his olhei aims did bathe ; 

On him he heaped blows, with ibui^ts confused, » 
And moie oi less each stroke annoyed him hath , 

He I’eaied, and m his tioublcd bosom strove 
Remorse of conscience, shame, disdain and love. 

i 

At last so careless foul despair him made. 

He meant to piove his foitune ill or good, 

His shield cast down, he took his helpless blade 
In both his hands, which yet had drawn no blood, 
And with such foice uptm the prince he laid. 

That neither plate nor mail the blow withstood, 

The wicked steel seizeil deep in his right side, ^ 
And with his strcainiiig blood his bases dyed ; 

Another stroke he lent him on the brow, . 

So great that loudly rung the sounding steel ; 

Yet pierced he not the helmet with the blow, • 
Although the owner twice (9t thrice did j eel. 

The prince, wlAse looks disdainful anger show, 

Now meant to use his puissance eveiy deal. 

He shaked his head and crashed his t&th for ire. 
His lips breathed wrath, eyes sparkled sliining fire. 
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The Pagan wretch no longer could sustain 43 

'J'he dreadful terror of his fierce aspect, 

Against the threatened blow he saw right plain 
No tempered armour could his life piotect, * 

lie leapt aside, the stroke fell down in vain, 

Against a pillar near a biidge erect. * 

Thence flaming fire and thousand sparks oiilstart, ^ 

And kill with fear the coward Pagan’s heart. 

Toward the bridge the fearful Paynim fled, 44 

And in swift flight, his hope of life leposed ; ' 

Himself flist after Lord Tancredi sped, 

And now in equal pace almost they closed, 

When all the burning lamps extinguisliLil * 

The Shining foil his goodly splendour losed, 

And all those stars on heaven’s blue face that shone 
With Cynthia’s self, dispeared were and gone. 

Amid those witchcrafts and that ugly shade, 45 

No fuither could the prince pursue the chase. 

Nothing he saw, yet forward still he made, 

With doubtful steps, and ill assured pace ; 

At last hif foot upon a thieshokl trad, 

And ere he wist, he entered had the jflace ; 

With ghastly noise the door-leaves shut behind, 

And closed him fast m prison dark and blind. 

« 

As in our seas in the Commachian r>ty, 46 

A silly fish, with streams enclosed, stiivcth, 

To shun the fury and avoid the sway 
Wherewith the current in that whirlpool driveth. 

Yet seeketh all in vain, but finds no way 
Out of that watery prison, where she diveth : 

For with such force there be the tides m brought. 

There entereth all that will, thence issueth nouglu 

This prison so eAtrapped that valiant knight ; 47 

Of which the gate was framed by subtle tram, 

To close witliout the help of human ^wight, 

So sure none could undo the leaves again ; 1 

Against J:he doors he bended all his might, 

But ali his forces wci^ employed in vain, 

At last a voice gan^ to him loudly call, 

Yield thee,’’ quoth it, thou art Armida’s thrall.” 
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“Within this dungeon buried shalt thou spend 
The residue of thy woefuJ days and yeais ; ” 

The ch|impion list not more with words contend, 
But in his heart kept close his griefs and feais, 

He blamed Jove, chance gan he reprehend, 

And "ainst enchantment huge complaints he rears. 

“ n were small loss,” softly he thus begun, 

“ To lose the brightness of the shining sun ; 

But ^ alas, the golden beam forego 
Of my far brighter sun ; nor can I say 
If these poor eyes shall e'er be blcsst^d so. 

As once aj^tin to view that shining lay : ” 

Then thought he on his proud Circassian foe. 

And said, “Ah * how" shall 1 peiform that fiay i* 

He, and the world with him, will Tancred blame, 
This IS my grief, my fault, mine endless shame.” 

While those high spirits of this champion good, 
With love and honour's care aie thus oppiessed, 
While he torments himself, Arg antes wood, 

Waxed weary of his bed and of his rest, 

Such hate of peace, and such desire of blood, 

Such thirst of glory, boiled m his breast ; 

That though he scant could stir or stand upright. 
Yet longed he for the appointed day to fight. 

The night which that expected day forewent, 
Scantly the Pagan closed his eyes to sleep. 

He told how night her sliding hours spent, 

And rose ere springing day began to peep ; 

He called for armour, which incontinent 
Was brought by him that used the same to keep, 
That harness rich old Aladine him gave, 

A worthy present for a champion brave, 

» 

He donned them on, not long their riches eyed, 

Nor did he aught with so great weight incline. 

His wonted sword upon his fliigh he tied. 

The blade was oI6 and tough, of temper fine. 

As when a comet far and wide descried, ^ 

In scorn of Pheebus midst bright heaven dot^ shine, 
And tidings sad of death and mischief brings 
To mighty lords, to monarchs, and to kings : 
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>n) bilonc tlic J’a^.ui in bii^ht armour clad, 53 

And Tolled his eyes jjreat swollen with irc and blood, 

Ills dieadful gestures threatened hcirror sad, 

And ii^ly death upon his forehead stood ; 

Not one of all his squires the courage had 
To ajiproach their master in his an^^Ty mood, 

Above his head he shook his nakeil blade, 

And gainst the subtle air vain battle made. 

‘^Tluu Clnistian thief,” quoth he, “that was so bold 54 

I'o c<^mbLit me in hard and single fight, 

Shall wounded fall inglorious on the mould, 

Ills locks with clods of blood and dust bedight, 

And living shall with wateiy eyes behold 
How' from his back I tear his harness bnglit, 

Nor shall his dving woids me so enttcat, 

JJut that ril give his llcsh to dogs for mcat.’^ 

Like as a bull w’hcn, juicked with jealousy, 55 

lie spies the rival of his hot desire, 

Through <ill the lields doth bellow', roar and cry, 

And w’ith his thundering voire augments his lie, 

And thioaicinng battle to the emj>ty sky, 

Tears with his horn each liee, plant, bash and brier, 

And w'lth his fool casts up the sand on height. 

Defying his stiong foe to deadly fight : 

Such was the Pagan's fuiy, such his ciy. 56 

A herald called he then, and thus he spake , 

“ Go to the camp, and in my name, defy 
The man th.at combats for his Jesus' sake : ” 

This said, upon his steed he mounted high, 

And w'lth him did his noble prisoner lake, 

The town he thus forsook, and on the green 
He ran, as mad or frantic he had been. 

A bugle small he winded loud and shrill, 57 

That made lesound the fields and vallej's ncai, 

Louder than thunder from Olyfepus hill 
Seemed that dreadtul blast to all that hear ; 

*fhe Christian lords of prowess, strength and skill, 

Within the imperial tent assembled weie. 

The herald there in boasting terms defied 
*Tancredi first, and all that duist beside. 
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With sober cheer Godfredo looked about, 

And viewed at leisure every lord and knight ; 

But yet^for all his looks not one stepped out. 

With courage bold, to undertake the fight : 

Absent were* all the Christian champions stout, 

No nfws of Tancred since his secret Ihght ; 

Boemond far off, and banished from the crew 
Was that strong prince wha proud Gernando slew 

And eVfe those ten which cliobcn were by lot. 

And all the woithics of the camp beside, 

After Aiinida false were followed hot* 

When niglft w'ere come their secret Ihght to hide , 
I'he lest their hands and hearts that trusted not. 
Blushed for shame, yet silent still abide ; 

For rforic theie was that sought to purchase fanu* 
In so great peril, fear exildd shame. 

The angry duke their fear discovered plain, 

]5y their pale looks and silence from each part, 

And as he moved was with just disdain, 

These words he said, and fiom his seat upstart : 

“ Unworthy life I judge that coward swain 
To hazaid it even now that w^antsahe heait. 

When this vile Pagan with his glorious boast 
Dishonours and defies ChrisPs sacicd host. 

“ But let my camp sit still in peace and rest, 

And my life’s hazard at their ease beliold. 

Come bring me here my fairest arms and best , ” 

And they wxrc brought sooner than could be told. 
Bui gentle Raymond in his agdd breast, 

Who had mature advice, and counsel old, 

Than whom in all the camp were none or few 
Of greater might, before Godfredo drew, 

And gravely said, *' Ah, let it not betide, ^ 

On one man's hand to venti^e all this host I 
No private soldii^ thou, thou art our guide, 

If thou miscarry, all our hope were lost, 

By thee must Babel fall, and all her pride ^ 

Of our true faith thou art the prop and post,* 

Rule with thy isceptre, conquer with thy word, 

Let others combat m^e with spear and sword. 
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Let me thib Pjigan’b gloiious pride assuage, 

These age^d arms can yet their weapons use, 

Let others shun Bellona’s dreadful rage, ^ 

These silver locks shall not Raymondo scuse : 

Oh that I were in prime of lusty age. 

Like you that this adventure brave refuse, 

And dare not once lift up youi coivard eyes, 
(jainst him that you and Qhrist himself dcfie:> * 

“ Or as I was when all the loids of fame 
And Germain princes great stood by to view, 

In Conrad's couit, the second of that name, 

When Leopold in single light I slew ; 

A greater praise I reaped by the same, 

So strong a foe in combat to subdue, 

Than he should do who all alone should chas 
Or kill a thousand of these Pagans base. 

‘‘ Within these arms, had I that strength again, 

This boasting Paynim had not livdd now. 

Yet in this breast doth courage still remain ; 

For age or years these members shall not bow ; 

And if I be in this encounter slain, 

Scotfree Argantes shall not scape, I vow ; 

Give me mine arms, this battle shall with praise 
Augment mine'honour, got in younger days." 

The jolly baron old thus bravely spake, 

His words arc spurs to virtue ; every knight 
That seemed before to tremble and to quake, 

Now talkdd bold, example hath such might; 

Each qne the battle fierce would undertake. 

Now strove they all who should begin the fight; 
Baldwin and Roger both, would combat fain, 

Stephen, Guelpho, Gernier and the Gerrards twain 

« 

And Pyjrrhus, who with help of Boemond’s sword 
Proud Antioch by cunning sleight opprest ; 

The battle eke with many a lowly word, ^ 
l^lph, Rosimond, and Eberard request, 

A Scottish, an Iijsh, and an English lord, 

Whose lands the seas divide far from the rest ; 

And for the fight did likewise humbly sue, 

Edward and his Gildippes, lovers true. 
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Kut Raymond more than all the rest doth sue 
Upon that ji^ajjan fierce to wreak his ire. 

Now w|nts he nought of all his armours due 
Except his helm that shone like flaming fire. 

To whom Godfredo thus ; “ O mirror ti ue 
Of antique worth ! thy courage doth inspire 

strength in us, of Mars in thee lioth ^lllne 
The art, the honour and the discipline. 

“ If tei^ like thee of valour and of age, 

Among these legions I could haply find, 

1 should the heat of Ilabefs pride assuage, 

And spread our faith fiom Thule to fuitlicst Inde , 
Ilut now 1 pray thee calm thy valiant rage, 

Reserve thjself till greater need us bind. 

And let the rest each one write down his name, 
And see whom Fortune chooseth to this game, -- 

Or rather sec whom God’s high judgment taketh, 
To whom is chance, and fate, and fortune shne." 
Raymond his earnest suit not yet forsaketh, 

Uis name wiit with the residue would he have, 
(Godfrey himself in his biight helmet shaketh 
The scrolls, with names of all the champions brave 
They drew, and read the first wiiereon tiny hit. 
Wherein was “ Raymond Earl of Tholou-jc ” win 

His name wath jo\ and mighty shouts they bless . 

'I he lest allow his choice, and fortune piaise, 

New Mgour blushed through those looks of hi-* ; 

It seemed he now resumed his youthful days. 

Like to a snake whose slough new' changed is, 

That shines like gold against the sunny i.i>s , 

liut Godfrey most approved his foitunc high, 

And wished him honoui, conquest, victory. 

Then from his side he took his noble brand, 

And giving it to Raymond, thus he spake : • 

** This is the sword wherewi^ in Saxon land. 

The great Rubel#o battle used to make, 

From him I took it, fighting hand to hand, 

And took his life with it, and many a lake* 

Of blood with it I have shed since that diy, 

With thee God grant it proves as happy may." 
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Of these delays meanwhile impatient, 

Arpranies thieateneth loud and sternly cries, 

*■ O "lonous people of the Occident I 
Behold him here that all your host defies : ^ 

Why comes not Tancred, whose gieat hardiment, 
With you IS prized so dear ? Pardie he lies ‘ 

Still on his pillow, and presumes the night 
Again may shield him from m\ power and might. 

» 

Why then some other come, by band and band, 
Come all, come forth on horseback, come on f.ol, ^ 
If not one man dares combat hand to hand, 

I n all the thousands of So great a rout : 

Sei; wh'^rc the tomb of IMary’s Son doth stand, ' 
March thither, warriors hold, what makes you doubt ? 
Why rim you not, tnere for your sins to weep 
Or to what greater need these forces keep ? '* ' 

Thus scorn<?d by that heathen Saracene 
Were all the soldiers of Christ’s sacred name : 
Raymond, while others at his words repine, 

Burst foith in rage, he could not bear this sh.imc • 

For fire of courage brighter far doth shine 
If challenges and threats augment the same ; 

So that, upon his steed he mounted liglit. 

Which Aquilmo for his swiftness bight. 

• 

This jennet was by Tagus bred ; for oft 
The breeder of these beasts to war assigned. 

When first on trees burgeon the blossoms siTt, 

Pricked forward with the sting of feitile kind, 

Against the air casts up her head aloft 
And gajherelh seed so from the fruitful wind, 

And thus conceiving of the gentle blast, 

A wonder stiange and rare, she foals at last. 

And had yoil seen the beast, you would have said 
The ligly; and subtile wind his father was ; 

For if his course upon the sand| he made 
No sign was left what way the beast did pafs ; 

Osif he men aged were, or if he played. 

He scantly bended down the tender grass : 

Thus mounted rode the Earl, and as he went, 

Thus prayed, to Heaven his zealous looks upbent. 
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“ O Lord, that diddest save keep and defend 78 

Thy servant David from Goliath’s rage, 

And broughtest that huge giant to his end, 

Slam a faithful child of tender age ; 

Like grace, O Lord, like mercy now extend ! 

Let me this vile blasphemous pride assuage, 

That all the world may to thy glory know, 

OlJ men and babes thy foe:» can ovcithrtiw ^ ' 

Thus pia\cd the County, and Ins piaycrs dear 79 

Strengy-iened with 7cal, with godliness an<l hiith, 

Jleforc the throne of that g»eat Loid appear^ 

In whose sweet grace is life, death in his wrath, 

Among his armies hiight and legions clear, 

The Lord an angel good selected hath, ^ 

To whom the chaigc was given to giiaid the knigln. 

And Jvcep him safe from that herce i’agan’s might 

The angel good, aiipoinled for the guard 80 

Of noble Ka\mond fiom his lender eild, 

That kept him then, and kept him afterward. 

When spear and swoid he able was in wield, 

Now wdicn his great Creators will he heard, 

'Phat in tins tight he should him chiefly shield, 
l^p to a tow’cr set on a lock he flics, 

Wheie all the heavenly arms and weapons lies : 

• 

There stands the lance wherewith great Michael slew Sr 

The aged diagon in a bloody light, 

I’here are the dieadful thunders forged new, 

With storms and plagues that on poor sinners light ; 

The massy trident mayest thou pendant view 
'1 here on a golden pin hung up on height, 

Wherewith sometimes he smites this solid land, » 

And throws dowm towns and towers thereon which ^tand 

Among the blessed weapons there which stands 82 

Upon a diamond shield his looks he bended, * 

So great that it might cover all the lands, 

’Twixt Caucasus and Atlas *hills extended ; 

With it the lorvl’s dear flocks and faithftil bands, 

The holy kings and cities aie defended, 

The sacred angel took his target shcei% 

And by the Christian champion stood uiTseen, 
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But now the walls and turrets round about. 

Both young and old with many thousands till ; 

The king Clorinda sent and her brave rout, i 

To keep the field, she stayed upon the hill : 

(lOdfrey likewise some Christian bands sent out 
Which armed, and lankcd in good airay stood sti,li, 
And to their champions empty let remain 
’Twixt either troop a large and spacious plain. 

Argantes looked for Tancredi bold, 

But saw an uncouth foe at last appear, 

Raymond rode on, and what he asked him, told, 
Bettci by chance, “ Tancred is now elsewhere. 

Yet glory not of that, myself behold , 

Am come prepared, and bid thee battle here. 

And in his place, or for myself to fight, 

Lo, here 1 am, who scorn thy heathenish might.” 

The Pagan cast a scornful smile and said, 

“ But where is Tancred, is he still m bed ? 

His looks Lite seemed to make high heaven afraid , 
But now for dread he is or dead or fled ; 

But whe'er earth's centre or the deep sea made 
His lurking hole, it should not sa\e his head.” 
“Thou host,” he says, “to sa\ so brave a knight 
Is fled from thee, who thee exceeds m might.” 

» 

The angry Pagan said, “ I have not spilt 
My labour then, if thou his place supply, 

Go take the fleld, and let's see how thou wilt 
Maintain thy foolish words and that brave he ; ” 
Thus parleyed they to meet in equal tilt, 

JEach took his aim at other's helm on high, 

Even the fight his foe good Raymond hit, 

But shaked him not, he did so firmly sit. 

The fierce Circassian missed of his blow, 

A thing which seld befell the man before, 

The angel, •by unseen, his force did know, 

And far awry the poignant weapons bore, 

He burst his lance against the sand below, 

And his lips for rage, and cursed and swore, 
Against his foe reftirned he swift as wind, 

Half mad in arms a second match to And. 
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Like to a ram that butts with horned head, 

So spurred he forth his horse with desperate race . 
Raymond at his right hand let slide his steed. 

And is he passed struck at the Pagan’s face ; 

He turned again, the earl was nothing dread, 

Yet slept aside, and to his rage gave place, 

^.nd on his helm with all his strength gan smite, 
Which Wtis so hard his courtlax could not bue. 

• 

The Saracen employed his art and force, 

I'o gtip his foe within his mighty arms. 

But he avoided nimbly with his horse, 

He was no prentice in those fieicc* alarms, 

About li«n made he many a winding course. 

No strength, nor sleight the subtle warrior harms. 
His nimble steed obeyed his ready hand, 

And where he slept no print left in the sand. 

As when a captain doth besiege some hold, 

Set in a maish or high up on a lull, 

And trieth ways and wiles a thousandfold, 

'J'o bring the piece subjected to his will ; 

So fared the County Mith the Pagan bold ; 

And when he did his head and breast none ill, 

PIis weaker parts he wisely gan assail, 

And entrance searched oft ’twixt mail and mail. 

At last he hit him on a place or twain, 

That on his arms the red blood trickled down, 

And yet himself untouched did remain, 

No nail was broke, no plume cut from his crown ; 
Argantes raging spent his strength in vain. 

Waste were his strokes, his thrusts were idle ihiow^n, 
Yet pressed he on, and doubled still his blows, 
And where he hits he neither cares nor know*'.. 

Among a thousand blow's the Saracine • 

At last struck one, when Raymond was so near, ^ 

That not the swiftness of his Aquiline 

Could his deai^lord Irom that huge danger bear : 

But lo, at hand unseen was help divine. 

Which saves when worldly comforts no^p appear, 
The angel on his targe received that stroke. 

And on that shield Argantes’ sword was broke. 



JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 


170 

The sword was broke, therein no wonder lies 
If earthly tempered metal could not hold 
Against that target forged above the skies, 

Down fell the blade in pieces on the mould ; 

The proud Circassian scant believed his eyes, 
Though nought weic left him but the hilt*^ of gold, 
And full of thoughts amazed awdiile he stood, 
Wondeiing the Chiistian's armour waa so good. 

The brittle web of that rich sword he thought. 

Was bioke through hardness of the County s shield , 
And so tliought Raymond, who discoveied nought 
Wliat succour Heaven djd for his safety yield . 

But when he saw the man gainst whom he fought^ 
Un\Veaponed, still stood he in the field ; 

His noble heait esteemed the gloiy light, 

At such advantage if he slew the knight. 

“ Go fetch, he would have said, ‘‘ another blade/’ 
When in his heart a belter thought arose. 

How for C^hriat’s glory he was champi.m made, 

How (iodfiey had him to this combat chose, 

The army’s honour on his .shoulder laid 
To hazards new be list not that expose ; 

While thus his thouglus debated on the case, 

The hilts Argantes hurU^d at his face. 

« 

And forward spurred his mounturc fierce withal, 
Within his arms longing his foe to strain, 

Upon whose helm the heavy blow did fall, 

And bent well nigh the metal to his brain ; 

But he, whose courage was hcroical. 

Leapt by, and makes the Pagan’s onset vain, 

And wounds his hand, which he outstretched saw, 
Fiercer than eagles* talon, lions’ paw. 

Now here, nwv there, on every side he rode, 

With nimble speed, and spurred now out, now in, 
And as ht went and came still laid on load 
Where Lord Argantos’ arms weiS weak and thin ; 

All that huge force which in his arms abode, 

HiS wrath, his ire, his great desire to win, 

Against his fo^ together all he bent, 

And heaven and fortune furthered his intent. 
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But he, whose courage for no peril fails, 9S 

Well armed, and better heaited, scorns his power. 

Like a tall ship when spent aic all her sails, 

Whicl! still resists the rage of sloim and shower, 

Whose mighty ribs fast bound with bands and naiL. 
Withstands fierce Neptune’s wrath, for many an iioiii 
And yields not up lier biuised keel to winds, 

In whose stern blast no ruth nor grace she finds 
• 

Argantes such thy present danger was, 99 

Whert Satan stirred to aid thee at thy need, 

In human shape he forged an airy nines', 

And made the shade a bo«ly seeinijndced ; 

Well inig^it the spirit of Clorinda pass, 

Like her it was, m 4rinour and in weed, 

In stature, beauty, countenance and face, 

In looks, in speech, in gestuie, and in pace. 

And for the spirit should seem the same indeed, 

From where she was whose show and shape it h.ul. 

Towards the wall it rode with feigned speed, 

Where stood the people all dismayed and sad. 

To see their knight ot helj> have so great need. 

And yet the \ciw of ai ms all help forbad. 

There in a turret sat a soldier stout 
To watch, and at a loop-hole peeped out ; 

The spirit spake to him, called Oradine, 101 

The noblest archer then that handled bow, 

“ O Oradinc,’' quoth she, “ who straight a^ line 
Can’st shoot, anti hit each mark set high or low, 

If yonder knight, alas ! be slain in fine, 

As likest is, great ruth it were you know, 

And greater shame, if his victorious foe 
Should wath his spoils triumphant homeward go. 

“ Now prove thy skill, thine arrow’s sharp he.ed dip 
In yonder thievish Fienchman's guilty blood, 

I promise thee thy sovereign shall not slip 
To give thee Igrge rewards for such a good ; ” 

Thus said the spirit ; the man did laugh and skip 
For hope of future gam, nor longer stooj}, 

But from his quiver huge a shaft he heqt. 

And set it in his mighty bow new bent, 
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Twanged the string, out flew the quarrel long, 103 

And through the subtle air did singing pass, 

It hit the knight the buckles rich among, 

Wherewith his precious girdle fastened was, 

It bruised them and pierced his hauberk strong, 

Some little blood down trickled on the grass ; ® 

Light was the wound ; the angel by unseen, 1 

The sharp head blunted of the weapon keen, 

Rjiymond drew forth the shaft, as much behoved, 104. 

And wuh the steel, his blood out sti earning came, * 

With bitter words his foe he then reproved, 

For breaking faith, to his ^2tornal shame. 

(xodfrey, vhose careful eyes from his beloved * 

Weic ne\er turned, saw and marked the same. 

And when he viewed the wounded County bleed. 

He sighed, and feared, more perchance than need ; ' 

And with his words, and with his threatening eyes, 105 

He stirred his captains to revenge that wrong ; 

Forthwith the spurr(5d courser forward liies, 

Within their rests put were their lances long, 

From cither side a squadron biave out flies. 

And boldly made a fierce em ountcr strong, 

The raised dust to oveispiead begun 

Their shining arms, and far more shining sun. 

• 

Of breaking spears, of ringing helm and shield, 106 

A dreadful rumour roared on every side. 

There lay a horse, another through the field 
Ran masterless, dismounted w'as his guide ; 

Heie one lay dead, there did another yield, 

*Some sigl^^ed, some sobbed, some prayed, and some cried ; 
Fieice w^as the fight, and longer still it lasted, 

Fiercer and fewer, still themselves they w’asted. 

Argantes nimbT^' leapt amid the throng, 107 

And from ^ soldier wrung an iron macc, 

And breaking through the ranks aqd ranges long, 

Therewith he passage Inade himself and place^i 
RayigtOpd he sought, the thickest press among, 

To take revenge for iate received disgiace, 

A greedy wolf he seemed, and w^ould assuage 
Wi|h Raymond’s blood his hunger and his rage. 
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The way he found not easy as he would, loS 

But fierce encounters put him oft to pain, 

He fiet Ormanno and Rogcro bold. 

Of Balnavile, Guy, and the (ierrards twain , 

Yet nothing might his rage and haste withhold. 

These worthies strove to stop him, but m v.iin, 

^Vith these strong lets inneased still his irc. 

Like rivers stopped, or closely smouldeied tiie. 

r 

He ^lew f)rmanno, and \’ioundcd (juy, and laid J09 

Rogcio low, among the people slain. 

On t\ejy side new troops the man invade, 

Yet all their blows weie waste, tlifcir onsets vain, 

But while Arg.intes thus his pn?es ]>laycd, ^ 

And seemed alone- this skiiinish to sustain, 

The duke Ins bi other called and thus he spake, 
feo with thy tioop, fight for thy Saviour’s sake ; 

There enter in wheie hottest is the iiprht, I 10 

Thy foicc against the left wing stiongly bend/’ 

This said, so brave an onset gave the knigiit, 

That many a l^aynim bold there made his end : 

The Turks too weak seemed to sustain his might, 

And could not from his power their lives defend, 

Their ensigns rent, and broke was their array, 

And men and horse on heaps together lay. 

Overthrown likewise away the right wing lan, 

Nor was there one again that turned his face, 

Save bold Argantes, else fled every man, 

Fear drove them thence on heaps, with headlong chase : 

He stayed alone, and battle new began. 

Five hundred men, weaponed with sword and mace. 

So great resistance never could have made, 

As did Argantes wdth his single blade : 

The strokes of swords and thrusts of many a* spear, 1 1 2 

The shock of many a joust he long sustained, ^ 

He seemed of strength ci^ugh this charge to bear. 

And time to strike, now here, now thfere, he gained, 

His armours broke, his members bruisdd w^ere, • • 

He sweat and bled, yet courage still feigned ; 

But now his foes upon him pressed so ^ast, 

That with their weight they bore him back at last. • 
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His back against this storm at length he turned, 1 1 3 

Whose headlong fury bore him backward still. 

Not like to one that fled, but one that mourned ^ 
llecause he did his foes no greater ill, 

His threatening eyes like flaminir torches burned,^ 

His courage thirsted yet more blood to spill, 

And every way and every mean he sought, * 

To stay his flying mates, but all for nought. 

This good he did, while thus he played his pan, ^ 1 14 

Ills bands and troops at ease, and safe, letiicd , 

Yet coward dread lacks order, fear wants art. 

Deaf to attend, commanded or desiied. 

^ I 

But Godtrey that perceived in his wise heait, 

How his bold knights to victory aspired. 

Fresh soldierq sent, to make moie c|uick pursuit. 

And help to gather conquest’s precious fruit. 

But this, ahia, was not the appointed day, 115 

bet down by Heaven to end thi'* mortal war : 

'i'he western lords this tunc had borne away 
'riie prize, for which they levelled had so far. 

Had not the devils, that saw the sure decay 
Of their false kingdom by this blooily war, 

At once made heaven and eailh walh darkness blind. 

And stirred up tepipests, stoims, and blustering wind 

Heaven’s gloiious lamp, wiajiped in an ugly veil 1 16 

Of shadows dark, w’as hid from mortal eye, 

And hell’s grim blackness did bright skie^ assail , 

On every side the fiery lightnings fly, 

*Thc thunders loar, the streaming rain and hail 
Pour dovm and make that sea which erst was dr) . 

The tempests tend the oaks and cedars brake. 

And make not trees but rocks and mountains shake 

The rain, the lightning, and the raging wind, 117 

Beat in the Frenchmen’s eyes with hideous force, 

The soldiers stayed amazed in heart and mind, 

The terror such that s*topped both man and hl/rse, 

Surprl^dd with this evil no way they find, 

Whither for succoui^to direct their course, 

But wise ClorincJa soon the advantage spied, 

Aifd spurring forth thus to her soldiers cried : 
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“ You hardy men at arms behold,’* quoth she, 

** How Heaven, how Justice in our aid doth I'lyht, 
Our VKa^es are from this tempest free, 

Our hands at will may wield our weapons bright. 
The fuiy of this friendly storm you sec 
Up<^ the foreheads of our foes doth light, 

And blinds their eyes, then let us take the tide, 
Come, follow me, good fortune be our guide.’* 

This faid, against her foes on rode the dame. 

And turned their backs against the wind and rain ; 
ITpon the French with furious rage*she came, 

Afid scorned those idle blows they truck in vain . 
Arganlcs at the instant did the s*amc, 

And them who chased him iu>w chased again, 

Notfght but his fearful back cadi C hii^tian showr^ 
Against the tempest, and against their blows. 

The crud hail, and deadly wounding bhide, 
l^pon their shoulders ^niote them as they ded, 

'I'he blood new spilt while thus they slaughlci made, 
The water fallen from skies had d\cd red, 

Among the muideicd bodie=. Tynhus laid, 

And valiant Raiphe Ins hcaii blo'id thcie out bled. 
The first subdued by strong Arganlcs iniglil. 

The second conquered by that virgin knighi. 

Thus fled ..he French, and then pursued m chase 
The wicked sprites and all the Syiian tiain • 

Rut gainst tiieir force and gainst their fell menace 
Of hail and wind, of tempest and of ram, 

Godfrey alone turned his audacious face, 

Blaming his barons for their fear so vain, 

Himself the camp gate boldly stood to keep, 

And saved his men within his trenches deep. 

• 

And twice upon Arganlcs pioud he flew, 

And beat him backward, maugic all his might, * 
And twice his ^hirsty sworS he did imbrue 
In Pagan’s blood where thickest was the fight ; 

At last himself with all his folk withdrejjf, 

And that day’s conquest gave the virgin bjight. 
Which got, she home retired and all her men, 

And thus she chased this lion to his den. 
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Yet ceas^ not the fury and the ire 
Of these huge storms, of wind, of rain and hail, • 
Now was It dark, now shone the lightning lire, ^ 
The wind and water every place assail, 

No bank was safe, no rampire left entire, t 
No tent could stand, when beam and coidage fail, 
Wind, thunder, ram, all gave a dreadful sound, 

And with that music denied the trembling ground. 
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GODFREY OF BULLOIGNF 


THE ARGUMENT. 

A mes<;eng<*r to Godfrey doth tell 
'I he Jounce ol Dcnnidik’s \aloiii, death and end 
The It.ih.inb, trusting signs untrue too well, 
'lliink then Rinaldo slain * the wicked tiend 
Breeds furv in their breasts, their bosoms s\v( 11 
With ire an<l hate, and war and strife forth send 
They threaten Godfrey ; he prays to the Ia»i(l, 
And cairns their fury with his look and wt>rd. 


N OW were the skies of storms and tempe'^ts denied. 
Lord ^Lolub shut up hib winds in hold. 

The silver-maiitled morning fiesh appeared. 

With roses crowned, and buskincd hign with golil ; 

The spirits yet which had these tempests reaieil 
Their malice would still inoie and more unfold , 

And one of them that A-itragor w'as naineil, 

His speeches thus to foul Alecto framed. 

■ 

“ Alecto, see, w'e could not stop nor stay 

The knight that to our foes new tidings brings, * 

Who from the hands escaped, tvith life aw*w, 

Of that great prince, chief of all Pagan kings : 

He comes, the fall of his slain lord to say, ^ 

Of death and loss he tells, and such sad things^ 

Great news he bnngs, and greatest dangei w, 
Bertoldo’s son shall be called home for this. 

177 M« 
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“ Thou knowest what would befall, bestir thee than ; 3 

Prevent with craft, what force could not withstand, 

Turn to their evil the speeches of the man, 

With his own weapon \round Gndticthys hand; 

Kindle deliate, infect w’lih poism wan 
The Switzer, and Italian band, 

Gieat tumults move, make braw'ls and quarrels rife, 

Set all the camp on uproar and at strife. 

“ This act beseems thee well, and of the deed 4 

Much mii> St thou boast befoie our loid and kir.;^,” 

Thu*- said the ^pntc. PcisiKUion small did need, 

Tiie monster ^traiits to undeitake the thinj:^. 

Me nwl lie the kni;;ht, w'hosc tomin^^ thus they (head, 
llcfoie the c.inip his weary limbs doth biin^. 

And wcllniph breathless, “ Wan 101s bold," he cried, 

** Who shall conduct me to your famous ‘(uide ^ ” 

An hundred strove the stranger*s guide to be, 5 

'I'o hearken news the knights by hea[)s assemble, 

The man fell lowly down iipijn his knee. 

And kissed the hand that made proud llabel tiemble ; 

“ Right puissant loid, who^c v.ahant acts,*’ quoth he, 

** The sands and stars in number best resemble, 

Would (}od some gladder news I might unfold,*' 

And there he paused, and sighed ; then thus he told 

“ Sw'cno, the King of Denmark's only heir, 6 

The stay and staft of hi-^ dedining eild, 

Loaged to be among these sqiiadions fair 

Who for Christ's faith here serve with spear and shield ; 

No weaiine-jS, no storms of sea or air. 

No such contents as crowns and sceptres yield, 

No dear entreaties of so kind a sire, 

Could in his bosom quench that glorious the. 

“ He thirsted sore to learn this warlike art 7 

Of thee,* great lord and master of the same ; 

And was asham<?d in his noble iieart, 

That never act he 3 id deserved fame ; 

Beindes, the news and tidings from each part 
Of young Rinaldcfs worth and praises came : 

But that w'hiJh most his courage stirred hath, 
zeal, religion^ godliness, and faith. 
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^ ‘‘ He hasted forward, then without delay, 

And with hijn took of knij^hts a chosen band. 
Directly toward Thrace we took the way, 

To liv/ance old, chief fortreijs of that land. 

There the (xrpek nionaich gently prayed lum stay, 
And there an herald sent fiom you we land, 

H()\V Antioch was won, who fiist declaied. 

And how defended nobly afterward 

• 


^‘.Dcfenjjcd gainst Coibana, \ahant knight, 

Th.it all the Teisian armies had to guide, 

And bi ought so many soldiers bold to light, 

T hat void of men he h‘ft that kingdom wide ; 

He told thine acts, tliy wisdom and tliy might. 

And told the deeds cjf many a lord bi*sule. 

His speech at length to young Rnialdo passed. 
Anti told his great achievements, lust and last: 

9 

“And how this noble camp of yours, of Lite 
r*esi(*ged had tins town, aiul in what sort, 

And how' }ou prayed him to participate 
( )f the last conquest of this noble fort. 

In haidy Sw'eno ojjoncd was the gate 

Of worthy anger by this brave report, 

So that each hour sctnitd five years long. 

Till he were lighting with these Pagans strong. 

lo 

“ And while the lierald told your fights and frays, 
Himself of cow^ardice reproved he thought. 

And him to stay that counsels him, oi pi ays, 

He hcais not, or, else heard, regardeth naught. 

He fears no perils but whilst he delays, 

Lest this last work without his help be wrought : 

In this his doubt, in this his danger lici-, 

No hazard else he fears, no peul spies. 

II 

• 

• 

“ Thus hasting on, he hasted on his death, 

Death that to him and us was fatal guide. 

The rising morn appeared yeUancath, 

When he and w'e Were armed, and fit to ricle. 

The nearest wray seemed best, o’ei holt and heath 
We went, through deserts waste, and forest* wide. 
The streets and ways he openeth as he goe%, 

And sets each land free from intruding foes. 

12 

• 

• • 

• 
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“ Now want of food, now dangerous ways we find, 13 

Now open war, now ambush closely laid ; 1 

Yet passed we forth, all perils left behind, 

Our foes or dead or run away afraid. 

Of victory so happy blew the wind. 

That careless all and heedless to it made : 

Until one day his tents he hapjied to rear, 

To Palestine when we approached nc«ir. 

“There did our scouts return and brinj; us news, 1 a 4 

That dreadful noise of horse and aims they hear, 

And that they deemed b;y sundry sij^ns and shows 
'I’here was some mighty host of Pagans near. 

At tfjiese sad tidings many changed their hues, 

Some looked pale for dread, some shook for lear, 

Only our noble lord w»as altered naught, , 

In look, in face, in gesture, or in thought. 

“But said, ‘A ciown prepare you to possess 15 

Of martyrdom, or liappy victory ; 

For th*s I hope, for that I wish no less, 

Of greater met it and of greater glory. 

Brethren, this camp will shortly be, I guess, 

A temple, sacred to our memory, 

To which the holy men of futuie age. 

To view our gra,vcs shall come in pilgrimage.’ 

“This said, he set the w'atch in order right 16 

To guard the camp, along the trenches deep, 

And as he armed was, so every knight 
He willed on his back his arms to keep. 

Now bad the stillness of the quiet night 
DrownM all the world in silence and in sleep, 

When suddenly we heard a dreadful sound, 

Which deafed the earth, and tremble made the giound. 

« 

** ‘Arm, arm,’ they cried ; Prince Sweno at the same, 17 

Glistering in shining steel leaped foremost out 
His visage shone, Iqs noble loolft did fiame. 

With kindled brand of courage bold and stdut, 

WH&n lo, the Pagans to assault us came. 

And with huge nuftibers hemmed us round about, 

A forest thick of spears about us giew, 

And over us a cloud of arrows flew ; 
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Uneven the fight, unequal was the fiay, iS 

Our enemies were twenty men to one, 

On evcxy side the slam and wounded lay 

Unseen, where nought but glistering weapons shone * 

The numbeit of the dead could no man say. 

So w'as the place with darkness overgone, 

The night her mantle black upon us spreads, 

Hiding our losses and our valiant deeds. 

“ lint hardy Sweno midst the other tiain, 
liy his great acts was w'ell descried I wot, 

No darkness could his valour’s daylight stain. 

Such wonebous blow^s on every side he smote ; 

A stream of blood, a bank of bodies shun, 

About him made a bulwark and a moat, 

And ;Lvhen soe’er he turned his fatal brand. 

Dread in his looks and death sate in his hand 

“Thus fought we till the morning bright appeared, 20 

And strewed roses on the Jiziire sky, 
liut when her lamp had night’s thick darkness cleared. 
Wherein the bodies dead did bniicd he, 

Then our sad cues to heaven for grief we rcarea, 

Our loss apparent was, for we descry 

Ho>v all our camp destroyed was almost, 

And all our people Avell-nigh slam and lost ; 

“ Of thousands twain an hundred scant survived. 

When Sweno murdered saw each valiant knight, 

I know not if his heart m sunder rived 
For dear compassion of that woeful sight ; 

Ife showed no change, but said : ‘ Since so deprived 
Wc are of all our friends by chance of fight. 

Come follow them, the path to heaven iheir blood 
Marks out, now angels made, of martyrs good,’ 

• 

“ This said, and glad I think of death at hand. 

The signs of heavenly joy shone through his eyes, • 

Of Saracens against a inightV band, , 

With feailess heart and constant breast he files ; 

No steel could shield them from his cuttizi^ brand. 

But whom he hits without recurc he dies, , 

He never struck but felled or killed his foe, 

And wounded was himself from top to toe. 
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Not bti'L'nj^ih, but coinage now, preijei\ed on li\c 23 

Tins hardy champion, fortress of our faith, • 

Stiucken he stiike?, still stronger muic they stiive, ' 

'I'he more they hurt him, more he doth them scathe, 

When towaid'^ him a lurious kniglit gdii drive, \ 

Of inemlxTs huge, tierce looks, and full of wrath, 

Hiat 'With the aid of many a ]*a'jaii rrew, 

After long fight, at la^^t Jinnee Sweno slew. 

“Ah, heavy chance! down fell the valiant youth, < 24 

Nur morgst us all did one so stiong appear 
As to iL‘\enge his death : that this is tiiith, 

T5y his dear blood and noble bones I swear, , 

I’iiht of my life I had not caie nor ruth. 

No wounds I shunned, no blows 1 would ort bear. 

And had not Heaven my wished end denied, 

Even there I should, and willing should, have died, 

“Alive I fell among my fellows slain, 25 

Yet wouiuled so that each one thought me dead, 

Nor what our foes did since can I cxfdiin, 

So sore aina/ed was my heart and hcatl ; 

Ihit when I opened fiist mine eyes again, 

Night’s cm tain black upon the c.iith was spread, 

And through the daikncss to my feeble sight, 

Appeared the<:w'inkling‘ of a slender light, 

“ Not so much force or judgment in me lies 26 

^\s to discern things seen and rot mistake, 

I saw like them who ope and shut their eyes 
Ily turns, now half asleep, now half awake ; 

IMy body eke another torment tiies, 

My wounds began to smart, my hurls to ache ; 

]'()! every sore each member pinched was 

With night’s sharp air, heaven’s frost, and caith’s cold grass, 

■ 

But still the light approached near and near, 27 

And tvith the same a whispering murmur run, 

Till at my side asrived both they were, 

'y^heii I to spread my feeble eyes begun : 

Vwo men behold in vestures long appear. 

With each a Jamp in hand, who said, ‘ O son 
, In that dear Lord who helps his servants, trust, 

Who ere they ask, grants all things to the just.’ 




yERUSALEM DELIVERED. 


“This said, each one his sacred blcssiiv^ llinj^s 
Upon my coise, with broad out-stretched hand. 

And mumbled hymns and psalms and holy things. 

Which I could neither hear, nor underbtand ; 

‘Arise,' quo^h they, with that as I had win^s, 

All whole and sound I leaped up from the land. 

O miracle, sweet, j;oiiilc, strange and tine ' 

My limbs new slren^^th leccued, and vigour new. 

• 

“ I ga^cd on them like one whose heait denieth 29 

To think that done, he secs so stiangely wi ought ; 

Till one said thus, ‘O thou of little faith, 

What doubts perplex Ihy unbelievmj; thought ? 

K u-h one bf us a living body hath, 

W e are Christ’s chosen servants, fear us nought, 

Who to avtiid the woild’s allurements vain, 

III wMful penance, hermits poor leinain. 

“ ‘ Us messengers to comfort thee eletl 30 

That Lord hath sent that lules both heaven and hcil . 

Who often doth his blessed will effect, 

I)y such weak means, as wonder is to tell ; 

He will not that this body lie neglect, 

Wherein so noble soul did lately dwell 
To which again when it upiisen is 
It shall united be in lasting blisa. 

• 

“ ‘ I say Lord Sweno’s coipse, for which prepared 
A tomb there is according to his worth, 
r>y which his honour shall be far declaicd, 

And his just praises spread from south to north : 

Ihit lift thine eyes up to the heavens ward, 

Mark yonder light that like the sun shines forth, 

That shall direct thee with those beams so clear, 

To find the body of thy master dear.' 

“ With that I saw' from Cynthia's silver face, * 32 

Like to a falling star a beam dowm slide, • 

That bright as golden line i^arked out the place, 

^Vnd lightened \*th clear streams the forest wide ; 

So Latmos shone when Phiebe left the chase, 

And laid her down by her Endyinion’s si 4 e, 

Such was the light that well discern 1 codld, 

His shape, his wounds, his face, though dead, yet bold. 
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“He lay not grovelling now, but as a knight 33- 

That ever had to heavenly things desire. 

So towards heaven the prince lay bolt upright, ^ 
lake him that upward still sought to aspire, 

His right hand closed held his weapon bright, 

Ready to strike and execute his ire, 

Ills left upon hib breast \\as humbly laid. 

That men might know, that while he died he prayed. 

• 

“Whilst on his wounds with bootless tears 1 wept, 34 

That neither lielpdd him, nor eased my caie, 

One of those agtki fathers to him stepped, 

And fou'cd his hand tlutt needless w'eapon spaic : 

‘This svord,’ quoth he, ‘hath yet good token kep't, 

That of the l^agans' blood he drunk his share, 

And blusheth still he could not save his lord, 

Rich, strong and sharp, was never better sword. ' 

‘ Heaven, therefore, will not, though the prince be slain, 35 
Who Used erst to wield this precious biaml 
'fhat so brave blade unused should remain ; 

Hut that It pass from strong to stronger hand, 

Who with like force can wield the same again, 

And longer shall m giace of fortune stand, 

And with the same shall bitter vengeance take 
On him that Sweno slew, for Sweno’s sake. 

“‘(ircat Solyman killed Sweno, Solyman 36 

For Sweno’s sake, upon this sword must die. 

Heic, lake the blade, and with it haste tnee than 
Thither where Godfred doth encamped lie, 

And fear not th{)U that any shall or can 
Or stoj^thy way, or lead thy steps awiy ; 

For He that doth thee on this message send. 

Thee with H:s hand shall guide, keep and defend. 

“ ‘ Arriv(fd there it is His blessdd will, 37 

With truf report that thou declare and tell 

The zeal, the strength, the courage and the skill 

In thy beloved lord that late did dwell, i 

H^W for Christ's sake he came his blood to spill, 

And sample left tocill of doing well, 

That future ages may admire his deed, 

And courage take when his bra\e end they read. 
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It restcth now, thou know that gentle knight 
That of this sword shall be thy master s heir, 

It IS Rinaldo young, with whom in might 
And martial skill no chainj>ion may compare, 

Gue it to j;iim and say, ‘The Heavens bright 
Of this revenge to him commit the care.’ 

While thus I listened what this old man said, 

A wonder new fiom lurther speech us stayed; 

% 

“ Foj there whcre«as the w'oundcd body lay, 39 

A stately tomb with curious woik, behold, 

And wondrous ait w'as built out of the clay. 

Which, rising round, the carca-»s did enfold : 

With w'oi^ds engraven m the marble giey, 

The wairior’s nam&, his w'orth and praise that told, ^ 

On which I gazing stood, and often read 
That epit.iph of my dear mastei dead.” 

“ ‘ Among his soldiers,’ quoth the hermit, ‘heic 40 

Must Sw’cno’s corpse remain in marble chest, 

While up to heaven are dowm then spirits dear, 

To live m endless joy for evci blest, 

His funerjil thou hast with many a tear 
Accompanied, it’s now high lime to lest. 

Come be my guest, until lhe*morning ray 
Shall light the world again, then take Ihy w’ay.’ 

“ This said, he led me over holts and hags, J, 1 

Through thorns and bushes scant my legs 1 dniW' 

Till underneath a heap of stones and crags 
At last he brought me to a secict mew ; 

Among the bears, wild boars, the wolves and st.igs, 

There dwelt he safe with his disciple true, • 

And feaied no treason, force, nor hurt at all. 

His guiltless conscience was his castle’s wall. 

“ My supper roots ; my bed w^as moss and leaves ; 4- 

Hut weariness in little rest found case : , 

But when the purple moriyng night bereaves 
Of late usurped rule on lands and seas', 

His loathed couch each wakeful hermit leaves, 

To pray rose they, and I, for so they pkasc, 

I congee took when ended was the sam^i, 

And hitherward, as they advised me, came.” 
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The Dane his woeful talc had done, when thus 43’ 

The good Prince Godfrey answered him, “ Sir kniyht, 

Thou bringest tidings sad and dolorous, * , 

For which our heavy camp laments of right, 

Since so bravo troops and so dear friends to us, 

One hour hath spent, in one unlucky light ; 

And so appeared hath thy master stout, 

As lightning doth, now kindled, jiow quenched out. 

« 

“ Put such a death and end exccedcth all 44 

The conqi'csts vain of realms, or spoils of gold. 

Nor aged Koine’s proud stately capital, 

Did ever triuinjih yet likfc theirs behold ; 

They sit 111 heaven on tin ones celestial, ' 

Ciowi ed with glory, for their conquest bold, 

Wheie each his hurts I think to other shows, 

And glory m those bloody wounds and blows. 

** But thou who hast part of thy race to run, 45 

With haps and hazards of this world ytosl, 

Kejoice, for those high honours they have won, 

Which cannot be by chance or foitune ciosscd : 

But for thou askest for Bertoldo^s son, 

Know, that he waiidereth, banished from tins host, 

And till of him new' tiding some man tell, 

Within this camp I deem it best thou dwell.’’ 

« 

These w'ords of theirs in many a soul lenewcd 4(1 

The sw'eet remembrance of fair Sophia’s dnld. 

Some with sail tears for him ihcir checks bedewed. 

Lest evil bolide him iiiongst the Pagans wild, 

And every one his valiant prowess showed, 

And of ins battles stories long compiled, 

Telling the Dane his acts and conquests past, 

Which made his tars amazed, his heart aghast. 

Now when remembrance of the youth had wiought 47 

A tender pity in each softened mind, 

Behold leturned home with all tijey caught 
The bands that weief to forage late assigned^ 

An^Wwith them in abundance great they brought 
Both tlocks and heads of every sort and kind. 

And com, although not much, and hay to feed 
Tiieir noble steeds and coursers when they need. 
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Tiicy also brought of misadventure sad 48 

Tokens and signs, seemed too apparent true, 

Kin.ildo’s armour frushed and hacked they had. 

Oft piciced through with blood besmeared new' ; 

About the cfirflp, for always nimfuirs bad 
Are farthest spread, these woeful tidings ilew. 

Tliithcr assembled straight both high and low, 

Longing to see what they were loth to know\ 

His httavy hauberk was both seen and known, 49 

And his bioad shield, wherein displayed thes 
The bird that proves her chickens for their own 
Ily looking gainst the sun w'lth open cye^ , 

That shield was to the Pagans often shown 

In many a haid and hardy enierpnsc, ^ 

Put ;io\v with many a gash and many a slrolce. 

They sec, and sigh to see it, hushed and Inoke. 

While all his soldiers w'lubpcred undei hand, 50 

And here and there the fault and cause do lay, 

(Jodfrey befoie him called Ahjirand 
Captain of those that brought of late this piey, 

A man who did on points of viitue stand, 

Ijlamelcss in words, .ind true wdialc'er he say, 

“ Say,^’ quoth the duke, ‘•where you this armour ha<i 
Hide not the truth, but tell it good or bad 

He answ'cied him, “As far fiom hence think I 
As on two d.iys a sjiecdy post Avell ndeth, 

To (xa/a-waul a Jilllc plain doth lie, 

Itself among the sleepy hills w’hich hiclcth. 

Through it slow falling from the m(»unt.uns high, 

A rolling biook ’tw'ixt busli and bramble glickth, • 

Clad with thick sliade of boughs of broad-leaved trce'i 
Fit place for men to lie in wait unseen. 

‘‘Thither, to seek some flocks or hcids, w’e went 
Perchance close hid under the green-wood shaw, • 

And found the springing gAss with blood besprent, 

A warrior tumbllcd in his blood w'e saw, 

His arms though dusty, bloody, hacked and rent, •> 

Yet well we knew, when near the corse dr.aw ; 

To w^hich, to view his face, in vain I started, . 

For from his body his fair head was parted ; ’ 
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** His right hand wanted eke, with many a wound 
The trunk thiough pierced was from back to brea?t, 
A little by, his empty helm we found 
The silver eagle shining on his crest ; 

To spy at wliom to ask we ga7(5d round, t 

A churl then towards us his steps addressed, 
r»ut when us armed by the corse he spied, 

He ran away his fearful face to hide ; 

• 

“ liut we pursued him, took him, spake him fair, 
Till comforted at last he answer made, 

How that, the day before, he saw repair 
A band of soldiers from that forest shade, , 

Of wjiom one earned by the golden h.iir 
A heaa but late cut off w'lth murdering blade, 

The face was fair and young, and on the chin 
No sign of beard to bud did yet begin. 

“ And how in sindal wrapt away he bore 
That head with him hung at his saddle-bow. 

And how the murtherers by the arms they wore, 

For soldiers of our camp he well did know ; 

The carcass I disarmed and weeping sore, 
llecause I guessed who should that harness owe, 
Away I brought it, but first order gave, 

That noble body,should be laid in grave. 

But if it be his trunk whom I believe, 

A nobler tomb his worth deserveih well/' 

This said, good Aliprando took his leave, 

Of certain tioth he had no more to loll. 

• Sore sighed the duke, so did these news him grieve. 
Fears iif his heart, doubts m his bosom dwell, 

He yearned to know, to find and learn the truth, 
And punish would them that had slain the youth. 

« 

But now the night dispread her lazy wings 
O’er the bcoad fields of heaven's bright wilderness, 
Sleep, the soul’s rest,^ and ease of^careful things, 
Buried in happy peace both more and less, * 
'rhdtTArgillan alone, whom sorrow stings, 

Still wakest, musing on great deeds I guess, 

Nor sufForest in thy watchful eyes to creep 
T&e sweet repose of mild and gentle sleep. 
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This man was strong of limbs, and all his 'says 
Were bgld, of ready tongue, and working sjiriie, 

Near Trento born, bred up in brawls and frays. 

In jars, in quarrels, and in civil fight, 

For whicji exiled, the hills and public ways 
He filled with blood, and lobbeiies day and night. 

Until to Asia’s wars at last he came, 

And boldly there he served, and purchased fame. 

He ^'loscd his eyes at last when day drew near 
Yet slept he not, but senseless lay opprest 
With strange amazedness and sudden fear 
Which false Alecto breathed in his breast, 

ITis woiVing powers within deluded were, 

Stone siiU he quiet lay, yet took no rest, ^ 

1^ or to his thought the fiend herself presented. 

And with strange visions hi:> weak brain toimenied. 

A murdered body huge beside him stood, 

Of head and right hand both but lately spoiled, 

His left hand boic the head, whose visage good, 
both pale and wan, with dust and gore dcfinled, 

Yet spake, though dead, with whose sad woids the blcxMl 
Forth at his lips in huge abundance boiled, 

“ Flv, Argillan, from this false camp ily far, 

Whose guide, a traitor; captains, murdereis aie. 

“ Godfrey hath murdered me by treason \ ile. 

What favour then hope you my trusty friends ? 

His villain heart is full of fraud and guile, 

To >our destruction all his thoughts he bends, 

Yet if thou thirst of praise for noble stile, 

If in thy strength thou trust, thy strength that eniK 
All hard assays, fly not, first with his blood 
Appease my ghost wandering by Lethe flood ; 

“ I will thy weapon whet, inflame thine ire, 

Arm thy right hand, and strengthen e\ery pait, • 

This said ; even while she spake she did inspn e 
With fury, raf e, and wrath his troubled heart . 

The man awaked, and from his eyes like fire > 

The poisoned sparks of headstrong niJRiness stai t. 

And arm^d as he was, forth is he gone* 

And gathered all the Italian bands in one. * 
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He gathered them where lay the arms that late 63 \ 

Wore good Rinaldo’s ; then with semblance stout ^ 

And furious words his fore-conceived hale 
In bitter speeches thus he vomits out ; 

“Is not this people barbarous and ingrate, ^ 

In whom truth finds no place, faith takes no rout ? 

Whose thirst unquenched is of blood and gold, 

Whom no yoke bowctli, biidle none can hold. 

“ So much we suffered have these seven years long, ^ 64 

Under this servile and unworthy ycke. 

That thorough Rome and Italy onr wrong 
A thousand yeais hereafthr shall be spoke : 

I count not how Cilicia’s kingdom strtmg, 

SubdiK' i was by Prince Tancredi's stroke, 

Nor how false IJaJdwin him that land bcrcjives 
Of virtue’s harvest, fraud there reaped the shea\cs:* 

“ Nor speak I how each hour, at every need, 65 

Quick, ready, resolute at all assays, 

With fire and sword we hasted foith with sj^ced, 

And bore the brunt of all their fights and fia>s ; 

But when we had performed and done the deed. 

At ease and leisure they divide the preys, 

We reaped naught but tra\el foi our toil, 

Theirs was the praise, the 1 calms, the gold, the spoil. 

• 

“ Yet all this season were we willing blind, 66 

Offended unrevenged, wronged but unwroken, 

Light gnels could not provoke our tjuiet mind, 

But now, alas I the mortal blow is stioken, 

Rmaldo have they slam, and law of kind, 

Of arm% of nations, and of high heaven broken, 

Why doth not heaven kill them with luc .md thiindei 
To swallow them why cleaves not earth asunder ? 

“They haveT^inaldo slain, the sword and shield 67 

Of Chnst’g true faith, and un revenged he lies ; 

Still unrevengdd lieth in the fields 

His noble corpse to fbed the crows and pies 1 

Wl^iwmurdercd him? who shall us ceitain yield? 

Who sees not that, clthough he wanted eyes ? 

Who knows ndt how the Italian chivalry 
Proud Godfrey and false Baldwin both envy ? 
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“What need we further proof? Heaven, heaven, I bNM*av, 68 
Will not Gonsent herein we be beguiled, 

Tliis night I saw his murdered sprite appear, 

Pale, sad and wan, with w’ounds and blood defUoci, 

A spoctacK^ full both 'of grief and feai ; 
trodfrey, foi murdering him, the ghost reviled. 

I saw It was no dream, befoie mine c>cs, 

However I look, still, still methinks it flies, 

“ Wliit shall we do? shall we be governed still 
IJy ihib false hand, contaminate with blood? 

Or elbi* depart and tra\el fortli, until 
To Kuphratos we come, that sacrctl flood, 

Whcie dwells a people void of m.otial skill, 

Wliose cities rich, Xshose land is fat and good. 

Whore kingdoms gicat we may at ease jirovide, 

Far fiom these PTenchmen's malice, from ihcii pride ; 

“Then let us go, and no icvengcmont take 7<> 

For this brave knight, though it he in our powci 
No, no, that courage rather newly wake, 

Which never sleeps in fear and dread one houi. 

And this i>estifcious serpent, poisoned snake. 

Of all our knights that hath cle=.troycd the flower, 

First let us blay, and his deserved end 
Example make to him that kills his friend. 

“ I will, I w’lll, if your couiageous force, 

Dareth so much as it can well perforin, 

Tear out his cuised hcait without remorse. 

The nest of ticason false and guile cnorm.^’ 

Thus s])akc the angiy knight with heatllong couxse 
The rest him followed with .1 fuiious storm, » 

“ Arm. arm,*’ they cried, to arms the soldiers ran. 

And as they run, “Arm, arm,” cried eveiy man 

’Mongst them Alecto strowed w’asteful fire, ^ 72 

Envenoming the hearts of most and least, , 

Folly, disdain, madness, strife, rancour, ire, 

Thirst to shed»blood, in every breast increased, 

This ill spread far, and till it set on fire 
With rage the Italian lodgings, never otased, 

From thence unto the Switzers* camp it* went, 

And last infected every English tent. 
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Not public loss of their beloved knight, 73 

Alone stirred up ihcir rage and wrath untamed, 

But forc-conccivcd griefs, and quarrels light. 

The ire still nourished, and still inllamcd, 

Awaked was each foiincr cause of spite, * 

The Frenchmen cruel and unjuit they named, 

And with bold threats they made their haired knowm, 

Hale seld kept close, and oft^ unwisely shown : 

Like boiling liquor in a seething pot, ‘ 74 

That fuineth, swelleth high, and bubbleth fast, 

Till o’er the brims nniong^ the embers hot, 

Part of the broth and of the scum is cast, 

Their^age and wiath those few appeased not 
In whom of wisdom yet remained some taste, 

Camillo, William, Tancred were away, 

And all whose greatness might their madness stay. 

Now headlong ran to harness in this heat 75 

These furious people, all on heaps confused, 

The roaring trumpets battle gan to threat, 

As it m time of mortal war is used, 

The messengers ran to (Jodfredo great, 

And bade him arm, while on this noise he mused. 

And Baldw'in first well clad in iron haid, 

Stepped to his side, a sure and faithful giiaid. 

Their murmurs heard, to heaven he lift his cen, 76 

As was his wont, to God for aid he lied; 

“ O Lord, thou knowe^t this right liand of mine 
Abhorred ever civil blood to shed, 

•Illumine their dark souls with light divine, 

Repress iheir rage^ by hellish fur/ bred. 

The innocency of my guiltless mind 

Thou knowest, and make these know, with fuiy blind. 

Kf 

'Tis said he felt infused in each vein, 77 

A sacred heat from heaven above distilled, 

A heat in man that courage could^ constrain, 

That his grave look with awful boldness filled. 

Well guarded forth he went to meet the train 
Of those that would revenge Rinaldo killed ; 

And though their threats he heard, and saw them bent 
To* arms on every side, yet on he went. 
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Above hib haubcik strong a coat he ware, 

Embroidere,d fair with pearl and rich stone, 

His hands were naked, and his face was bare, 

Wherein a lamp of majesty bright shone ; 

He shook hi| golden mace, wherewith he daie 
Resist the force of his rebellious foe : 

Thus he appeared, and thus he gan them teach, 

In shape an angel, and a (jod in speeth . 

* 

“What| foolish words ? what threats be these I he.u ? 
What noise of arms ? who dares these tumults mo\c? 
Am I so honoured ? stand you so in fear ? 

Where is your late obedience ? wherft your love ? 

(jodfrey^s falsehood who can witness bear ? 

Who dare or will thtse accusations prove ? ^ 

Perchance you look I should entreaties biing, 

Sue for your favours, or excuse the thing. 

‘‘Ah, God foibid these lands should hear or sec 
Him so disgraced at whose great name they quake ; 
This sceptre and my noble acts for me 
A true defence before the w^orld can make : 

Yet for sharp justice governed shall be 
With clemency, I will no vengeance take 
For this offence, but for Rinaldo’s love, 

I pardon you, hereafter wiser prove. 

“ But Argillano’s guilty blood shall wash 
This stain aw'ay, who kindled this debate, 

And led by hasty rage and fury rash, 

To these disorders first undid the gate : ” 

While thus he spoke, the lightning beams did flash 
Out of his eyes of majesty and state, , 

That Argillan, — who would have thought it 1 — shook 
For fear and terror, conquered with his look. 

The rest with indiscreet and foolish wrath ^ 

Who threatened late with words of shan^e and pride, 
Whose hands so ready wer^to harm and scath, 

And brandishddabright swords on everyside ; 

Now hushed and still attend what Godfiey saith. 

With shame and fear their bashful looks^hey hide, 

And Argillan they let in chains be bound' 

Although their weapons him environed round. 
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So when a lion shakes his dreadful mane^ 8 \ 

And beats his tail with courage proud and wroth^ 

If his commander come, who first took pain 
To tame his youth, his lofty crest down goeth, 

His threats he feareth, and obeys the rein 
Of thraldom base, and serviceage, though loth, 

Nor can his sharp teeth nor his armed paws, 

Force him rebel against his ruler's laws. 

c 

Fame as a winged warrior they beheld, 84 

With seinblant tierce and iuuous look that stood, 

And in his left hand had a splendent shield 
Wherewith he covered Vsafe their chieftain good, 

Ills other hand a naked sword did wield, 

Fro^-A which distilling fell the lukewarm blood, 

The blood pardie of many a realm and town, 

Whereon the Lord his wiath had pouicd down. 

Thus was the tumult, without l)loodbhcd, ended, 85 

Their arms laid down, stiife into exile sent, 

Godfrey his thoughts to greater actions bended, 

And homeward to his rich pavilion went, 

For to assault the fortress he intended 
Befoie the second or third day were spent , 

Mcanwliile his timber wrought he ofr surveyed 
Whereof his ram and engines great he made. 
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By night Ihi* C ’liiiv,tivLns in tlu*ii icuta to kill . 
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Tlie knights ttt‘li\cit*d fiom the witch, at will 
Destroy tiie Pagans, scatter all their host 
The Soldan Hies when all his bands are lust. 


T he grisly child of i{)tcbu5 the grim, 

Who saw these tumults done and tempest spent, 
’Gainst stream of grace who ever strove to swim 
And all her thoughts against Heaven's wisdom bent. 
Departed now, blight Titan’s beams were dim 
And fruitful lands waxed barren as she went. • 

She sought the rest of her infernal crew, 

New storms to raise, new broils, and tumults new. 

She, that well wist her sisters had enticed, ^ 

By their false arts, far from the Christian host, ^ 
Tancred, Rinaldo, and tht^est, best prized 
For martial skiAl, lor might esteemed rhost. 

Said, of these discords and these strifes advised, < 

“ Great Solyman, when day his light hg^h lost, 

These Christians shall assail with suddeA war, 

And kill them all while thus they strive and jar.” • 

*95 
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With that whcie Solyman remained she flew, ^ 

And found him out with his Arabian bands, 

Great Solyman, of all Christ’s foes untrue, 

Boldest of couia^c, mightiest of his hands, 

Like him wah none of all that earth-bred ciew ^ 

That helped mountains on the yEmonian sands, 

Of Turks he soveieign was, and Nice his seat. 

Where late he dwelt, and ruled that kingdom great, 

• 

The land®; forenenst the Greekish shore he held, , 4 

Fiom Sangar’s mouth to crooked Meander's fill, 

Where they of Phrygia, Mysia, Lydia dwelled, 

Bithynia’s towns, and Fontus’ cities all : 

Hut when the hcaits of Chiistian pnnee^ sw^ellcdl 
An&j*ose m aims to make proud Asia tin all, 

Those lands were won where he did sceptic uicid, 

And he twice beaten w’as in pitched field * 

When Fortune oft he had in vain assayed, 5 

And spent his forces, which availed him 11 night. 

To Egypt’s king himself he close conve^cd, 

Who welcomed him as he could best have thought, 

Glad in his heart, and inh well apayed. 

That to his court so great a lord was brought : 

For he decreed his armies huge to bring 
To succour Juda land and Juda’s king. 

« 

But, ere he open w'ar proclaimied, he would 6 

That Solyman should kindle first the tire. 

And with huge sums of i.ilse enticing gold 
The Arabian thieves he sent him forth to hire, 

While he the Asian lords and Morians bold 
• Unites ; the Soldan won to his desue 

Those outlaws, ready aye for gold to fight, 

The hope of gain hath such alluring might. 


Thus madSMheir captain to destroy and burn, 7 

In Juda land he entered is so far, 

That all the ways whereby he ^ould return 
By Godfrey’s people kept and stopped are,( 

Ajk4 former losses mourn, 

This wound had him on an elder scar, 

On great adventures ran his hardy thought, 

But naught assured, he yet resolved on naught. 
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^ To him Alecto came, and semblant bore 

Of one who^e age was gieat, whose looks were grave 
Whose cheeks were bloodless, and whose locks weie 
Mustaches strouting long and chin close shave, 

A steepled lutTbcan on her head she wore, 

Her garment wide, and by her side, her glaive, 

Her gilden quiver at her shouldeis hung. 

And in her hand a bow was,^ stiff and strong. 

“ We htvc,'* quoth she, through wildernesses gone. 
Through sterile sands, strange paths, and uncouth w 
Yet spo.l or boot" have we gotten none, 

Nor victory^descrving fame or praise, 
tiodfrey meanwhile to rum stick and stone 
Of this fair town, with battery soie assays ; 

And if a while we rest, we shall behold 
'rhis glorious city smoking he m mould. 

“ Are sheep-cotes burnt, or preys of sheep or kine, 
The cause why Solyman these bands did arm ? 

Canst thou that kingdom lately lo»t of thme 
Recover thus, or tlius redress thy harm ? 

No, no, when heave '^s small candles next shall shim 
Willim their tents give them a bold alarm ; 
iJelicve Araspes old, whose giaVe advice 
Thou hast m exile pioved, and proved ig Nice. 

“ He fearcth naught, he doubts no sudden broil 
From these ill-arm ed and woisc-hearted bands. 

He thinks thia people, used xo rob and spoil, 

'fo such exploit dares not lift up their hands ; 

Up then and with thy courage put to foil 
• 'I'his fearless camp, while thus secure it stands ’ 

This said, her poison in his breast she hides, 

* And then to shapeless air unseen she glides. 

The Soldan cried, “ O thou which in my thought 
Increased hast my rage and fury so, • 

Nor seem^st a wight of morlat metal wrought, 

I follow thee, whAeso thee list to go, 

Mountains of men by dint of sword down brought 
Thou shalt behold, and seas of red blood i!ow^ 
Where’er I go ; only be thou my guide 
When sable night the azure skies shall hide.” 
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When this was said, he mustered all his crew, lij 

Reproved the cowards, and allowed the bold : 

His forward camp, inspired with courage new', 

Was ready dight to follow where he would : 

Alecto^s self the warnin;; tnimpct blew 
And to the wind his standard ”reat unrolled, 

Thus on they marched, and thus on they went. 

Of their approach their speed the news prevent. 

Alceto left them, and her person dight ' 14 

Like one that came some tidings new to tell : 

It was the time, when first the rising night 
Her spaikling diamonds pouieth forth to sell, 

Wh(m, into Sion come, she marched right 
Wh^' Juda\ aged tyrant used to dwell, 

To whom of Solyman's dcsignment bold. 

The place, the manner, and the time she told. 

Their mantle dark, the giisly shadows spread. 15 

Stained with spots of deepest sanguine hue, 

W'arm di ops of blood, on e.arth's black visage shed, 

Supplied the place of pure and jnecious dew, 

'rhe moon and stars for fear of sprites were fled. 

The shrieking goblins eachwhere howling flew. 

The furies roar, the ghosts and fairies yell, 

The earth was f^led w’ith devils, and empty hell. 

The Soldan fierce, throur'n all ibis horror, went 16 

Toward the camp of Ins redoubted foes, 

The night was incie than half consumed and spent; 

Now headlong down the western hill she goes, 

• When distant scant a mile from (xodfiey’s tent 
He let^is people there awhile ’-epose, 

And victualled them, and then he boldly spoke 

Thc’^e w'ords which rage and courage might jirovoke* * 

*' See there a camp, full stuffed of spoils and preys, . 17 

Not half 10 strong as false report recordeih ; 

See there the storehouse, where %cir captain lays 
Our treasures stolen, where Asia’s wealth lie^lioardeth ; 

Noi<f chance the ball unto our racket plays, 

Take then the vantage which good luck aflfordeth, 

For all their arms, their horses, gold and treasure 
Ate ours, ours without loss, harm or displeasure. 
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“ Nor IS this^camp that great victorious host 
That slew the Persian lords, and Nice hath won . 

For those in this long war are spent and lost, 

These aie the dregs, the wine is all oiitiun, 

And these fe|v' left, arc drowned and dead almost 
In heavy sleep, the labour half is done 
To send them headlong to Avernu'> deep, 

For little differs death and heavy sleep. 

“ Com% come, this sword the passage open shall 
Into their tamp, and on their bodies slain 
We will pass o'er their rampire and their wall ; 

This blade, as scythes cut down the fields of giain. 
Shall rut tflem so, Christ’s kingdom now shall lall. 
Asia her freedom, >uu shall praise obtain.” 

Thus he inllamed his soldieis to the light. 

And fed them on through silence of the niglit. 

The sentinel by starlight, lo, descried 
Tins mighty Soldan and his host draw near, 

Who found not as he hoped the Christians’ guide 
Unwaic, ne yet unready w'as Ins gear : 

'rhe scuuts, when this huge army they descried, 

Ran back, and gan with shouts the ’larum rear ; 

The watch stert up and dicw. their weapons bright, 
And busked them bold to battle and lo light. 

The Arabians wist they could not come unseen. 

And therefore loud their jai ring trumpets sound, 

Their yelling cries to heaven iipheavcd been, 

The horses thundeied on the solid ground, 

The mountains roaied, and the valley green, 

The echoes sighdd from the caves aiound, , 

Alecto with her brand, kindled in hell, 

Tokened to them in David’s tower tiiat dwell. 

Before the rest forth pricked the Soldan fast, ^ 
Against the watch, not yet in order just, 

As swift as hideous Boreas’ jsasty blast * 

From hollow rocjts when first his storms* outburst. 

The 1 aging floods, that trees and rocks down cast, 
Thunders, that towns and towers drive dust : 

Earthquakes, to tear the world in twain that threat, 
Are nought, compared to his fury great. 
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He struck no blow, but that his foe he hit ; ^ 23 | 

And never hit, but made a grievous wound : ^ 

And never wounded, but death foliowed it; 

And yet no pei il, hurt or harm he found, 

Xo w'e.ipon on his hardened helmet bit, \ 

No puissant stioke Ins senses once astound, 

Yet like a bell his tinkling helmet rung. 

And thence tiew flames of fire and sparks among. 

* 

Himself well nigli had put the w»atch to flight, 24 

A jolly troop of Frenchmen strong and stout, 

When his Aiabians came by heaps to fight, 

Covering, like 1 aging flodds, the fields about; 

The beaten Clinsti.ms run away full light, 

'i'lie l*^gans, mingled with the flying lout, 

Kntercd then camp, and filled, as they stood, 

Their tents with ruin, slaughter, death and blood. 

High on the Soldan’s helm enamelled laid 25 

An hideous dragon, armed with many a scale, 

With iron paws, and leathern wings displayed, 

Which twisied on a knot her forked tail, 

With triple tongue it seemed she hissed and bra\ed, 

About her jaws the froth and venom trail, 

And as he stirred, and as his foes him hit, 

So flames to cast and fire she seemed to spit. 

With this strange light, the Soldan fierce appealed 26 

Dreadful to those that round about him been, 

As to poor sailors, when huge storms arc reared, 

With lightning flash the raging seas are seen , 

Some fled aw^ay, because his strength they feared, 

*Some bolder gainst him bent their weapons keen. 

And foiward mght, in evils and mischiefs pleased, 

Their dangers hid, and dangers still increased. 

Among the r?st that strove to merit praise, 27 

Was old Laiinus, born by Tiber's bank, 

To whose stout heart in fights an 4 bloody frays, 

For all his eild, base fear yet never sank; t 
Fiv^ons he had, the comforts of his days, 

That from hts side i% no adventure shrank, 

But long before their time, in iron stiong 
They clad their members, tender, soft and young. 
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The bold ensample of their father’s might 
Tbeir v/eappns whetted and their wrath increased, 
Come let us go,” quoth he, “ where yonder knight 
Upon our soldiers makes his bloody feast, 

Let not theii slaughter once your hearts aflfiight. 
Where danger most appears, there fear it least, 

For honour dwells in hard attempts, my bons. 

And greatest praise, in greatest peril, wons."’ 

Her telidcr brood the forest’s savage queen, 

Ere on their crcbts their rugged manes appear, 

Before their mouths by nature armdd been. 

Or pawb have strength a ‘^illy lamb fo tear, 

So leadeth forth to prey, and makes them keen, 

And learns by her ensample naught to fear 
The hunter, m those desert woods that takes 
The lesser beasts whereon his feast he makes. 

The noble father and his hardy crew 
Fierce Solyman on every side invade, 

At once all six upon the Soldan flew, 

With lances sharp, and strong encounters made. 

His broken spear the eldest boy down threw. 

And boldly, over-boldly, drew his blade, 

Wherewith he strove, but str6ve therewith in vain. 
The Fagan's steed, unmarkt5d, to have^slain. 

But as a mountain or a cape of land 
Assailed with storms and seas on every side, 

Doth unremoved, steadfast, still withstand 
Storm, thunder, lightning, tempest, wind and tide : 
The Soldan so withstood Latinus’ band, 

And iinremoved did all their justs abide, 

And of that hapless youth, who hurt his steed, 
Down to the chin he cleft in twain the head. 

Kind Aramantc, who saw his brother slain, 

To hold him up stretched forth his friendly arm, t 
Oh foolish kindness, and olv pity vain, 

To add our proper loss, to other’s harm*! 

The prince let fall his sword, and cut m twain 
About his brother twined, the child’s we*k arm, 
Down from their saddles both together slfde, 
Together mourned they, and together died. 


28 


29 


3Q 


31 


32 



202 


JERUSALEM DELIVERED, 


Th«it done, Sabino^s lance with nimble foice ^ 33 

He cut in twain, and ’gainst the stripling bold 
He spuired his steed, that underneath his horse 
The hardy inf.int tumbled on the mould, 

Whose soul, out 5quce7t'd from his bruis(;d corpse^ 

With ugly painfulncbs forsook her hold, 

And deeplv mourned that of so sweet a cage 
Slie left the bliss, and joys of youthful age. 

Hut Picus yet and Lawrence were on live, ^ 34 

Whom at one birth their mother fair brought out, 

A pair whose likeness made the parents strive 
Oft which was which, an^l jo\dd in their doubt 
Hut wha" Ihcir biith did undistinguished give, * 

The ^?bldan’s rage made known, fur Ihcus stout 
Headless at one huge blow he laid m dust, 

And through the bieast his gentle brother thiust, * 

Their father, but no father now, alas I 35 

When all his noble sons at once were slain. 

In their five deaths so often iiiuidered was, 

1 know not how his life cuuld him sustain. 

Except his heart M'ere forged of steel or biass, 

Yet still he lived, paidie, he saw not plain 

Their dying looks, although their deaths he knows, 

It is some ease not to behold our woes. 

He wept not, for the night her curtain spread 36 

Between his cause of weeping and his eyes, 

Hut still he mourned and on sharp vengeance fed, 

And thinks he conquers, if ie\enged he dies ; 

He thirsts the Soldan’s hcathenibh blood to shed. 

And yeH^his own at less than naught doth piize. 

Nor can he tell whether he liefer would, 

Or die himseif, or kill the Pagan bold. 

At last, “ Is'This right hand,” quoth he, “ so weak, 37 

That thou jdisdain’st gainst me to use thy might 1 
Can it naught doj? can this longi^ nothing speak 
That may piovokc thine ire, thy wrath and sf>ite ? ” 

Witk that he struck, his anger great to wreak, 

A blow, that pierce^ the mail and metal bright, 

And in liis daAk set ope a doodgate wide, 

Whereat the blood out streamed from his sidp. 
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Provoked wi\h his cry, and with that blow, 

The Tuik Tjpon him gan his blade discharge, 

lie cleft his l^reastplate, having first pierced through. 

Lined with ^ven bulls’ hides, his mighty targe, 

And sheatht^fl his W’eapons m his gutb below; 

\Vi etched Latinus at that issue large, 

And at his mouth, poured out his vif^al blood. 

And bjirinklcd with the same his murdered brood. 

On Ap!;nnine like as a sturdy tree, 

Against the winds that makes resistance stout, 

If with a storm it overturned be, 

Falls dowi\ and breaks the trees and plants about , 

So Latine fell, and with him felli^d he 
And slew the nearest of the I’agans’ lout, • 

A woithy end, fit for a man of fame, 

'lhal dving, slew; and conqueied, overcame. 

Mcan^vhile the Soldan strove his rage interne 
To salibfy with blood of Christians spilled, 

The Arabians heanen<'d by then captain stem, » 

With murdei eveiy tent and cabin Idled, 

Ifeiiiy the Engli-h knight, and OJiphernc, 

() fierce Draguto, by lliy hands w’ere killed ! 

Oilbert and Pliiiip were by Ariadene 

Loth slain, both bom upon the banks of Rhone. 

Albazar wath his mace Ernesto slew, 

Under Algazcl Kngerlan down fell, 

]hil the huge murder of the meaner crew. 

Or manner of their deaths, what tongue can tell ? 
Ciodfrc), wlien fust the heathen trumpets blew. 
Awaked, which heard, no fear could make him dwell, * 
]jLit he and his weie up and armed ere long. 

And marched forward with a squadron stiong. 

He that well heard the rumour and the erv. 

And marked the tumult still grow more and more, » 
The Arabian thieves he judged by and bv 
Against his soldiers made this battle sore ; 

For that they forayed all the countiies nigh. 

And spoiled the fields, the duke knew we)! before, 

Yet thought he not they had the hardiment 
So to assail him in his armdd tent. 
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All suddenly he heard, while on he went, ^ 43 I 

How 10 the city-ward, Arm, arm !” they cried, . 

The noise upreardd to the firmament. 

With dreadful howling filled the valleys wide : 

This was Clorinda, whom the king forth sent ^ 

To battle, and Argantes by her side. 

The duke, this heard, to Guelpho turned, and prayed 
Him his lieutenant be, and to him said ; 

“ You hear this new alarm from \onder part, ^ 44 

That from the town breaks out with so much rage, 

Us needeth much your valour and your art 
To calm their fury, and tfieir heat to *siiage ; , 

(tO thither then, and with you take some part 
Of the\e brave soldiers of mine equipage, 

While with the residue of my champions bold 
I drive these wolves again out of our fold.” 

They parted, this agreed on them between, 45 

By divers paths. Lord (juelpho to the hill, 

And Godfrey hasted where the Arabians keen 
His men like silly sheep destroy and kill ; 

But as he went his troops mcrc.as<5d been, 

From every part the people flocked still, 

That now grown strong enough, he *proached mgh 
Where the fierce Turk caused many a Christian die. 

So from the top of Vesulus the rokl, 46 

Down to the sandy valle>&, tumblelh Po, 

Whose streams the further from the fountain rolled 
Still stronger w'ax, and with moie puissance go ; 

/Vnd horned like a bull his foiehcad bold 
He lifts, ^and o’er his biokeii banks doth flow, 

And with his horns to pierce the sea assays, 

To which he proffereth war, not tiibute pays. 

The duke his men fast flying did espy, 47 

And thithes ran, and thus, displeased, spake, 

What fear is this ? Oh, whithe^do you fly ? 

See who they be that this pursuit do make, • • 

A ln^artless band, that dare no battle try, 

Who wounds before dare neither give nor take, 

Against them turn your stern eye’s threatening sight, 

An*angry look will put them all to flight.” 
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This said, spurred forth where Solyman 48 

Destroyed .Aristas vineyard like a savage boar. 

Through straams of blood, through dust and dirt he ran, 

O er heaps ct bodies wallowing in their gore, 

The squadriTns close his sword to ope began, 

He broke their ranks, behind, beside, before, 

And, where he goes, under his feet he treads 
The armdd Saracens, and baibcd steeds. 

This staughtcr-house of angry Mars he passed, 4^) 

Where thousands dead, half-dead, and dying were. 

The hardy Soldan saw him conic m haste, 

Yet ncithei stepped aside nor shrunli for fear, 

But buskeS him bold to fight, aloft he cast 

His blade, prepared" to strike, and stepped near, • 

These noble princes twain, so Fortune wrought, 

From the world^s end here met, and here they fought : 

With virtue, fury ; strength with courage strove, 50 

For Asia's mighty empire, who can tell 

With how strange foicc their cruel blows they drove? 

How sore their combat was ? how fierce, how fell ? 

(ireat deeds they wrought, each other’s harness clo\c ; 

Yet still in darkness, more the ruth, they dwell. 

The night their acts her black veil covered under, 

Their acts whereat the sun, the world might wonder. 

The Christians by their guide’s ensample hearted, 5 i 

Of their be^t armed made a squadron strong, 

And to defend iheir chieftain forth they started : 

The Pagans also saved their knight from wrong, 

Fortune her favours twixt them evenly parted. 

Fierce was the encounter, bloody, doubtful, long ; * 

These w^on, those lost ; these lost, those won again ; 

The loss was equal, even the numbers slain. 

With equal rage, as when the soulhein wind, 32 

Meeteth in battle strong the northein blast, , 

The sea and air to neither js lesigned, 

But cloud gain 58 cloud, and wave gainst wave they cast : 

So from this skirmish neither part declined, 

But fought It out, and kept their footing* fast, 

And oft with furious shock together rush, * 

And shield gainst shield, and helm gainst helm they drush. 
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The battle eke to Sionward <;rew hot, / 5^ 

The solduTb slain, the haidy knights were killed, 

Legions of sprites fiom Limbo's prisons got, j 
The empty air, the hills and valleys filled, i 
Hearting the Pagans that they shrinkdd not, \ 

Till where they stood their dearest blood they spilled ; 

And with new rage Arganles they inspire. 

Whose heat no flames, whose burning need no fire. 

Where he came in he put to shameful flight \ 54 

Tile tearful watch, and o’er the trenches leaped, 

E\en with the giound he made the rampiK s height. 

And muidered bodies ifi the ditch upheaped. 

So that hib greedy mates with labour light, ‘ 

Amid ^the tents, a bloody harvest reaped : 

Cloiinda went the proud Circassian by, 

So from a piece tw'o chaint 5 d bullets fly. • 

Now fled the Ficnchmen, when m lucky hour 55 

Ainved (hielpho, and his helping band, 

He made them turn against this stormy sliower. 

And w'lth bold face their wicked foes w'lthatand. 

Sternly they fought, that from their w'Dimds downpoui 
The streams of blood and run on cither hand : 

I'he Lord of heaven meanwhile upon this fight, 

Erom his high throne bent down lus gracious siglit. 

From whence wuth grace and goodness compassed lound, 56 
He rulctli, blesscth, keepeth all he wrought, 

Above the air, the fire, the sea and ground, 

Our sense, our wit, our reason and our thought. 

Where persons three, with power and gloiy ci owned, 

* Are alkone Ciod, wdio made all things of naught, 

Under whose xeet, subjected 10 his grace, 

Sit nature, fortune, motion, time and place. 

This isTlie^place, from w'hencc like smoke and dust 57 

Of this frail world the wealth, the pomp and power, 

He tosseifi, tumbleth, turneth as^he lust, 

And guides our life, death, our end and«hour ; 

No^ye, however virtuous, pure and just, 

Can view the brigh^pess of that glorious bower, 

On every side the blessed spirits be, 

Equal in joys, though differing in degree. 
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With harmlny of their celestial song 
The palace echoed from the chambers pure, 

At last he Michael called, in harness strong 
Of never yielding diamonds armed sure, 

Behold,’* quoth he, “to do despite and wrong 
To that dear flock my mercy hath in cure, 

How Satan from hell*s loathsome piison sends 
His ghosts, his sprites, his, furies and his iiends. 

“ Go t»i(l them all depart, and leave the care 
Of war to soldieis, as doth best pertain : 

Bid them forbear to infect the earth, and air ; 

To darkey heaven’s fair light, bid them refiain ; 

Bid them to Acheron’s black flood renan, 

Fit h(jubc for them/ the house of grief and jiain . • 

The^'c let their king himself and them torment, 

So I command, go tell them mine intent.** 

This said, the winged warrior low inclined 
At his Ci eater’s feet with revet ence due ; 

Then spread his golden featheis to the wind, 

And swift as thought away the angel flew, 

He passed the light, and shining fire assigned 
The glorious seat of his selected crew, 

The mover first, and circle c^stalline, 

The firmament, where fixed stars all sjnne ; 

Unlike in working then, in shape and show. 

At his left hand, Saturn he left and Jove, 

And those untruly errant called I trow, 

Since he errs not, who them doth guide and move : 
Tlie fields he passed then, whence hail and snow, 
Thunder and ram fall down from clouds abo\e, 

Where heat and cold, dryness and moisture strive, 
Whose wars all creatures kill, and slain, revive. 

The horrid darkness, and the shadows dun 
Dispersed he with his eternal wings, • 

The flames which from his •heavenly eyes outrun 
Beguiled the eafth and all her sable things ; 

After a storm so spreadeth forth the sun 
His rays and binds the clouds in goldeif strings, 

Or in the stillness of a moonshine even 
A falling star so glideth down from Heavext* 
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But ^hen the infernal troop he ’proached near, / 63 , 

That still the Pagans* ire and rage provoke, | 

The angel on his wings himself did bear. 

And shook his lancc, and thus at last he spoke 

“ Have you not learned yet to know and fear 

The Lord’s just wrath, and thunder’s dreadful stroke ? 

Or m the torments of your endless ill. 

Are you still fierce, still provd, rebellious still ? 

“ The Lord hath sworn to break the iron bands ^ 64 

The brazen gates of Sion’s fort which close, 

Who IS it that his sacre^l will withstands ? 

Against his wrath W'ho dares himself oppose ? , 

(io hence, you cursed, to your appointed lands. 

The rdklms of death, of toiments, and of woes, 

And in the deeps of that infernal lake 

Your battles fight, and there your triumphs make. 

“There tyrannise upon the souls you find 65 

Condemned to woe, and double still their pains ; 

Where some complain, where some their teeth do giind, 

Some howl, and weep, some clank their iron chains . ’’ 

This said they fled, and those that stajed behind, 

With his sharp lance he dnvclh and constrains ; 

They sighing left the lands, his silver sheep 
Where Hesperu§ doth lead, doth feed, and keep. 

And towards hell their lazy wings display, 66 

To wreak their malice on the damned ghosLs ; 

The birds that follow Titan’s hottest ray, 

Pass not in so great flocks to warmer coasts, 

• Nor leaves in so great numbers fall away 
When%irinter nips them with his new-come frosts ; 

The earth delivered from so foul annoy. 

Recalled her beauty, and resumed her joy. 

But not for this !n fierce Argantes’ breast 67 

Lessened* the rancour and decreased the ire, 

Although Alecto left him to infcit 

With the hot brands of her infernal fire , * 

Round bis armed head his trenchant blade he blest. 

And those thick raflks that seemdd most entire 

lie breaks ; the strong, the high, the weak, the low, 

Were equalised by his murdenng blow. 
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Not far fro hi him amid the blood and dust. 

Heads, arpls, and legs, Clorinda strewed wide ; 

Her sword Ihrough Berengarius^ breast she thrust. 
Quite through the heart, where life doth chiclly bide. 
And that fc!l blow she struck so sure anck.jLisc, 

That at his back his life and blood forth glide ; 

Kven in the mouth she smote Albinus then, 

And cut in twain the visage of the man. 

• 

Oernifr’s right hand she from his arm divided, 
Wheieof but late she had leceived a wcnind . 

The hand his sword still held, rilthoiigh not guided, 
The fingeis half alive stirred on thc*ground , 

So from a* serpent slam the tail divided 
Moves in the grass, rolleth .iiid luniblcth round, ^ 
The championess so wounded left the knight, 
And*gainsi Achilles turned her weapon bright. 

Upon his neck light that unhappy blow, 

And c ut the smews and the throat in twain, 

The head fell down upon the earth below, 

And soiled with dust the \isagc on the plain ; 

The headless tiunk, a woeful thing to know', 

Still m the saddle seated did remain ; 

Until his steed, that felt the leins at Lirgc, 

With leaps and flings that buraen did discharge. 

t 

While thus this fair and licrce liellona slew^ 

The western loids, and put their troops to flight, 
(iildippes raged mongst the Pagan crew, 

And low m dust laid many a worthy knight : 

Like was their sex, their beauty and then hue, 

Like was their youth, their courage and their might , 
Yet fortune would they should the battle try 
Of mightier foes, for both were framed to die. 

Yet wished they oft, and strove in vain to meet, 

So great betwixt them was the press and throng. ^ 
But hardy Guelpho gainst Qlorinda sweet 
Ventured his swgrd to work her harm add wrong. 
And with a cutting blow so did her greet. 

That from her side the blood streamed d^wn along ; 
But with a thrust an answer shaip she maSe, 

And Hwixt his ribs coloured somedeal her blade. 
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Lord Guclpho struck af;nin, but hit her not, 

For stron^^ Osniula liaply pas-sdd by, < 

And not meant him, nnothci's wound he "ot, 

That cleft his front m twain above his eye ; 

Near Guelpho now the battle waxed hoi, 

For all the troops he led •.•an thither liie. 

And thitlier drew eke many a Payniin knij;hl. 
That liercc, stern, bloody, deadly waxed the ^ljj;ht. 

Mcnnwhilo the purple mornin*]: peeju d o'er 
Tlic eastiTU thrc'^hold to our half of kind. 

And Arj^illano in this ^^rcat uproar 
Fioin jnison looked was, and nhal he f.ind. 

Those .irms he hent, and to the lield them bore, 
Kesolvfd to take Ins chant e what c.nne to hand, 
And with j^ieat acts amid the PaLMn ho-^t 
Would win aj^am his reputation lost. 

As a fierce steed ’scaped from his st.ill at lai 
Where he had loii-> been k»'])t fiT warlike need. 

Runs through the fields unto the llowery marj;t‘ 

Of some i^iem foicst wheie he used to feed, 

His curled mane his shoulders bioad doth ehar’o 
And from his left) ercst doth spnu^ and sprted, 
Thuiidei his feet, his nosiriN fiic breathe tun. 

And tvith his nei<^h the woild ic^-ounds about. 

So Argillan rushed forth, sparkled his c>es. 

Ills front hi^^h lifted w'as, no fear liiciein, 

Ifi^’htly he leaps and skip-, it >eem5 he Ihes, 

He left no sign m dust impimtcd thin, 

, And coming near Ins foes, he sternly cries, 

As one that forced not all tlieir sliengia a pm, 

“ You outcasts of the woild, you men of naught 
What hath in you tins boldness newly wi ought ? 

Too weak aie you to beat a lielm oi shield, 

Unfit to arm your breast in iron btr^lit, 

You run half-naked trembling tlUough the field. 

Your blows are feeble, and \oui hope m thglit, 

Yofir facts and all the actions that you wueld, 

The darkness hidesy your bulwark is the night, 

, Now she lb gone, how will your fights succeed ? 
Now better arms and better hearts you need,” 
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While thus ffe spoke, he gave a cruel stroke 
Against Algaiel’s ihioat with might and mam ; 

And as he wduld have answered him, and 5pokc, 

He stopped l/is words, and cut his jaws in twain ; 
Upon his eyes death spread his misty cloak, 

A chilling frost congeal(^d cveiy vein. 

He fell, an<l with his teeth the earth he tore, 

Raging in death, and full of^rage before. 

Then b*/ Jus ])uibsancc mighty Saladine, 

Iboiid Agiicalt and Muleasscs died. 

And at one wondious blow his weapon tine. 

Did Adia/e] m two parts divide, 

T}»en through the Ijrcast he wounded Anadine, 

Whom dying with slrarp taunts lie ijan deiide, • 

He lifting lip uneath his feeble eye*?. 

To his proud scorns thus answereth, ere he dies •. 

“ Not thou, whoe'er thou art, shall glory long 
Thy hap}jy conquest in my death, I liow, 

Like chance awaits thee liom a hand luoie strong. 
Which by m\ ^ide will shortly lay thee low' 

He smiled, and said, “ Of mine hoin shoit or long 
Let hea\cn take rare ; but here meainvhile die thou. 
Pasture for wohes and crows,” on him his toot 

He set, and drew lus sword and life both out. 

* • 

Among this squadron rode a gentle page, 

'Jhe Soldan’s luinion, dailing, and delight. 

Oil whose fair chin the spnng-liiuc ot his age 
Yet blossomed out her flowers, small or light ; 

The sw'cat spread on his cheeks wntli heat and rage 
Seemed pearls or morning dews on lilies wdute. 

The dust therein .uprolled adorned his hair. 

His face seemed fierce and sw'eet, wTathful and fair. 

His steed was white, and white as purest snow 
That falls on tops of aged Apennine, • 

Lightning and stoim arc not to sw'iit I trow 
As he, to run, to flop, to turn and twnne 
A dart his t ight hand shaked, prest to throw ; 

His cutlass by his thigh, short, hooked, fine, 

And braving in his Turkish pomp he shone,* 

^ In purple robe, o’erfret with gold and stone. 
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The hardy boy, while thirst of warlike piaise / 8j ^ 

Bewitched so his unadvised ihoiifjht, / ^ 

(Gainst every band his childish stieii'^th assays,! 

And little danger found, though much he soujjhi^ 

Till Ar^illan, that watched fit time alw’ays 
In his swift turn's to strike him as he foui;ht, 

Did unawaics his snow-white courser sl.iy. 

And under him his master iiimblin*> la\ : 

* r» - 

And j^ainst his faci, where love and pity stand, ■ 84 

To pray him th.it iirh thione of beauty spaie, 

The ciucl man sti etched foith his murilciinL! h.and, 

To spoil those Lillis, wlieroof he had no shaie 
Jt seemed leinoise and sen-e w.is in hi- biaiul 
W hicU^ li^htiii'^ il.it, to huit the lad for bate , 

But all fur nought, gainst him the point lie bent 
That, ^yhat the eilj^c had spaied, piened and lent/ 

Fierce Solvinan that with tiodfredo strned 85 

Who ill St should entei coiKjUCsfs ^lonuus ale. 

Left oft the fr.iy and thithcM headlong diived. 

When fiist he saw' the lad in such estate ; 
lie brake the jness, and soon enough arii\ed 
To take revenue, but to his aid too late, 

Because he saw' his Lesbine slain and lost, 

Like a sw'eel flower nipped -vvilli untimely frost. 

He saw wax dim the starlight of his eyes, 86 

His ivory neck upon his shoulders fell. 

In his pale looks kind pity’s im,ij;e lies, 

'Fhat death e\en inouiiicd, to hear his passiii*? bell. 

His maible heart such soft iinpiession tries, 

That'midst his wrath his m.inlv tear-, outwell. 

Thou weepest, Solyman, thou that liehdd 
Thy kingdoms lost, and not one te.ar could yield. 

But w'hcn the murderer’s sword he hapt to view' 87 

Dropping w'lth blood of his Lesbino dead, 

His pity vanished, ire and rage lenew, 

He had ro leisure bootless tears to shed ; t 
But w'ith his blade on Argillano flew', 

And cleft his shield his helmet, and his head, 

Dow'n to his^hroat ; and worthy was that blow 
0f Sol) man, his strength and wrath to show ; 
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And not content with this, down fiom his horse 
He lij^hts, that dead carcass rent and toie. 

Like a tierce^ dojj that lakes liis .ini^ry course 
To bite the jtone which ha<l him hit before. 

Oh comfort vain for j^iief of so j*!eat force. 

To wound the senselc-ss earth th it feels no sore ' 
lint rnii;hty (Godfrey ';4ainst the Soldan's tram 
Spent not, this while, his fogrec and blows in \ain. 

A thoAand Jiaidy Turks .itt'iont he had 
In sturdy iron armed from head to foot, 

Resohed in all advcntur<*s •4ood or b^td. 

In actions ^wi-c, in exctution stout, 

Wh<»m Solyman into Arabia lad. 

When from his kingdom he was first east out, 

Where hvinj^ wild with their exiled j;uide 
To hfm in all extremes they f*tithlul bide ; 

All these in thickest order sure unite, 90 

P'or (lodfiej’s valour sin<ill or nothmjj shrank, 

('orcules first he on the face did smite. 

Then w’ounded stron^^ Rosleno m tht llauk 
At one blow helim’s head he stroke olf quite, 

Then both Rossano's aims, m e\er> rank 

The boldest knights, ol all that chosen cicw', 

He felldd, maimed, w'ounded, huit and slew. 

While thus he killed many a b«ii«icinc 91 

And all their lieice assaults unhurt su-^lained, 

Kre fortune wdiolly from the Turks detlinc, 

While still they hoped much, though sm.ill they gameil. 

Behold a cloud of dust, wherein doth shine • 

Lightning of war in midst iheicof contained, 

Whence unawares burst forth a storm of swords, 

Which tremble made the T'agan knights and lords. 

These fifty champions were, mongst whom there stands. 92 
In silver field, the ensign of Christ’s death, • 

If I had mouths and longue*^ as Briareus hands, 

If voice as iron tifugh, if iron breath, 

W’hat harm this troop wTought to the heathen bands, 

What knights they slew, I could recount ifneath : 

In vain the Turks resist, the Aiabians dy ; 

If they fly, they are slam ; if light, they die. 


So 
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Fear, cruelty, horror, soirow, pain, / 

Run through the neld, dib'^^uiscrl in divers bhawes, 
Dctith might you see tiiumphant on the ])LiinJ 
Drov\ning in blood him that from blows e-^rap^b. 

The king meanwhile with parcel of his train 
Comes hastily out, and for sure conqiicbl g.apes, 

And from a bank wheienn he st ).>d, beheld 
The doubtful hazaid ui they, bloody field. 

Rut when he saw the Patmans shnnk away, * 

He Sounded the retieat, and j^an desiie 
Hib messengeib in hibjbehalf to jiray 
Aigantes and Cloniul.i to letirc; , 

The fufioub couple b'.th at once said nav, 

Even^diunk with shedding blood, and mad with ire, 

‘\t last th-*y went, and to lecoinfoit thought 

And btay their tioops fiom flight, but all for nought. 

Foi who can govern cowardice or fear ? 
riicir liobt .ilready was begun to lly, 

Tiny cast then sliiclds and cutting swoids an car, 

As not defended but made slow thereby, 

A hollow dale the city’s bulwarks near 
Fioin west to south outstictehe'd long Jotli lie, 

Tnithci they tied, and in a mist of dust, 

Towards the w^lls they run, they throng, they thrust. 

While down the bank diMudered thus they r.iri, 

The Christian knights huge slaughter on them made 
liUt when to climb the other hill they gan, 

Old Aladine came fiercely to their aid : 

On iliat steep brae Lord Guelpho would not than 
Hazard his full:, but theie hi" soldieis stayed, 

And safe wuhin the cu\’s wills the king 
The relics small of that sharj) fight did bring : 

Meanwhile the Soldan in this latest charge 
Had dot.e as inuch as human force was able, 

All sweat and bloofi appeared l!is members large, 

His breath was short, his courage wa\ed tftistable, 

His arm grew weak to bear his mighty targe. 

His hand to rple Kis heavy sword unable, 

Which bruised, not cut, so blunted was the blade 
It lost the use for* which a sword was made. 
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Feeling li,ii weakness, he g.in muaing stiincl, 98 

And III Iji‘^ tioubled th mght this i|iiealioii tosacd, 

If he hiins^’lf should niuidu with liia hand, 

Ilecaiisc iiyne ilse ihould of his conquest boaat, 

Or Iic should save his life, when 011 the land 
Lay slam the prulc of hia subdued host, 

“At last to fottunc’a power,” qnolli he, ‘‘ I jielil. 

And on my flight let hei her ti opines build. 

“ Lt*, (lodfrey view my flight, and smile to see 99 

This mine unw'orihy second baniahiiienl, 

For .irmed again sooii shall he hear of me, 

Fioin his proud head the unsettleil ciown to rent, 

I'or, as iny wiongs, my wratli etern shall be. 

At every hour the bow of war new bent, • 

I will arise again, a foe, tierce, bold, 

'llJbugh dead, though slam, though burnt to ashca cold. ’ 
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GODFREY -OF BULLOIGNE. 


THE ARGUMENT. 

IsnifTi from sleep awakes tin J^oliJan ROMt, 

And into biinq-. the Pnnte by nii;ht 
Where the s. n*:; s»ts tearful on his se.it, 

\\ honi hi er lent th ancj t‘\eites to fuilil , 

tiodfredn lu i** K>rds and knights lejv ,it 
How' they ,ip< I \niiida’s w'rath and spiii 
Rinaldo k to 1 im\ Ft tci foresays 
His oflsfiij xiitut*. jjooil d<*v»iis, 'ind pr.iis 


A GALLANT steed, while thus the Soldan smd 
Ciui.e irotimj^ by him, wilhoui lord or j^uulc, 
Quickly his hand upon the leins he hud. 

And weak and weary climbed up to ride : 

,Tlie snake that on his crest hot lire oiit-biaid 
Was ^iite cut oft, his helm had lost the piide. 

Ills coat Avas rent, his harness hacked and cleft. 
And of his pomp no sign w’as left. 

As when a savage w'olf chased from the fold. 

To hide his head luns to sttmo holt or wood, 

Who, though he filled have whiles it might hold 
His greedy paunch, yet hungreth after food, 

With sanguine tongue forth of his lips out-rolled 
About his jaws that ^4cks up foam and blood ; 

So from this tiloody fray the Soldan hied, 

His rage unquenched, his wrath unsatisfied. 

* ai6 
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And, ab his* fortune would, he ’scaped free 
From thoas-ind arrows which about him flew. 

From swords and lanres, instruments that be 
Oi certain aeath, himself he s.ife withdrew, 

ITnknown, unseen, disguised, travelled he, 

IW desert paths and wavs but used by few, 

And rode revolving in his tioublcd thought 
What course to take, and yet resolved on naught. 

Thither at last ho meant to take his wav, 

Where Kgypt's king assembled all his host. 

To join with him, and once again a^say 
To win ])v w’hich so oft he lost : 

Determined thus, he made no hoiger stay, 

Ihit thitherward spuned foith his bleed m post, • 
Nor need he guide, the wa\ n_;hl well he could, 
'riiat leads to sandy plains of (iaza old. 

Nor though his smarting w’ounds torment him oft, 
Ills body weak and w’oundcd back and side, 

Vet rested he, nor once his annoui doffed, 
lJut .nil day long o'er hills and dnJos doth iide: 

I5ut when the night ca.->t up her shade aloft 
And all earth’s colours stiange in sables dyed. 

He light, and as he could his wounds upbound, 
And shook ripe dates dow^ii from a jiajm he found. 

On them he supped, and amid the field 
To rest his w^eary limbs awhile he sought, 

He made his pillow of his broken shield 
To ease the griefs of his distempered thought, 
r>iit little ease could so hard lodging yield, 

His wounds so smaitcd that he slept light naught, 
And, in his breast, his proud heart rci>t in twain. 
Two inward vultures, Sorrow and Disdain. 

At length when midnight with her silence deep 
Did heaven and earth hushed, still, and quiet make, 
Sore watched and weary, Ife began to s^eep 
His cares and borrows in obhvuon’s lake, 

And in a little, short, unquiet sleep 
Some small repose his fainting spirits tilke 
But, while he slept, a voice grave and severe 
At unawares thus thundered in his ear : 
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“ O Solymiin ' ihon far-renowned kinjr, . 

Till beiler bCMSon btrve, loibear iliy rest ; I . 

A slran^^cr doth tliy lands in thialdom bun;^, 

Nice is a slave, by Christian yoke oppiesscd ; 

Slccpcst thou hcic, forgetful of tins thing, 

That here thy inends he slam, not laid in chest, 

Whose bones bear witness ot thy shame and scorn I 
And wilt thou idly here attpnd the mom '' ” 

The king awoke, and saw* before his eyes * 

A man v.hose presence seemed grave and old, 

A uiithen stalf his stejjs unstable guies, 

Winch ‘‘Civcd his feeble members to uphold. ^ 
“And what art thou ? ” ihe prince in scorn leplies, 

“ Wh.V sprite to vex poor passcngeis so bold, 

To break their sleep ? or what to thee belongs 
My shame, my loss, my vengeance or my wrongs! " 

“ I am the man of ihinc intent,” ([uoth he. 

“And purpose new that suie conjecture hath. 

And bettei than thou weenest know 1 thee . 

I proffer thee my service and my faith. 

My speeches therefore sharp and biting be, 

Because quick woids the whetstones art* of wrath, — 
Accept m gree, my lord, the words I spoke. 

As spurs thine ire and coutage to provoke. 

“ But now to visit Egypt's mighty king, 

Unless Tuy judgment fail, you arc })repaied, 

I prophesy, about a needle'-s thing 
You suffer shall a voyage long and hard : 

For though you stay, the monarch great will bring 
Hi^ew assembled host to Juda-ward, 

No place of setvice there, no cause of tight. 

Nor gainst our toes to use your force and might. 

“ But if y^ou follow me, within this wall 
With Clyistian arms hemmed in on every side, 
Withouten battle, fight, or stroke at all, 

Even at noonday, t will you safely guide, ‘ 

Where you delight, rejoice, and glory shall 
In perils great to aee your prowess tiled. 

That noble town you may preserve and shield, 

ItU Egypt’s host come to renew the field. 
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While thus lie parleyed, of this agcM guest 
The Turk^lc words and looks did both admiie, 

And fiom his haughty eyes and furious breast 
He laid apait his piide, his rage and ire, 

And humbly said, “■ 1 willing am and prcst 
To follow where thou Icadest, reverend sire, 

And that advice best tits my angry vein 
That tells of gieatest petil,^grcalcst pain.” 

The o*id man praised his words, and for the air 
His late ictcived wounds to woibc dibp(')3e&, 

A <|iiintesseni:e therein he poiiietl fan. 

That stops the bleeding, and inci->iou closes : 

Ileholding then bclore Apollo’s chair 
How fresh Auroia violeu stiewed and loses, 

“ It’s time,” he says, ‘‘to wend, tor 'litaii briglit 
To {vonted labour summons every wiglit.’’ 

And to a chariot, that beside did stand, 15 

Ascended he, and with him Sniyman, 

He took the reins, and with a inastenng hand 
Kuled his steeds, and whipped them now and than, 

The wheels or horses’ feet upon the land 
Had left no sign nor token where they ran, 

The courseis pant and smoke with lukewarm sweat 
And, foaming cream, their iron mouthfuls eat. 

The air .about them round, a w'ondrous thing, 

Itself on heaps in solid thickness drew, 

The chaiiot hiding and environing. 

The subtle mist no mortal eye could view ; 

And yet no stone from engine cast or sling 
Could pierce the cloud, it was of proof so true ; 

Yet seen it was to them within whicli ride, 

And heaven and earth without, all tdccar beside. 

His beetle brows the Turk ama^dd bent, ty 

He wrinkled up his front, and wildly stared 
Upon the cloud and chariot as it went, 

For speed to Oynthia’s car right w'ell compared : 

The other seeing his astonishment 

How he bewondered was, and how he ^red, 

All suddenly by name the prince gan call. 

By which awakdd thus he spoke withal i, • 
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‘‘Whoe'er thou art above all worldly wit 
That hast these high and wondrous marvels wrought, 
And know’bt the deep intents which hidden sit 
In secret closet of man's private thought, 

If m thy skilful heart this lot be wnt, 

To tell the event of things to end unbi ought ; 

Then say, what issue and what ends the stais 

Allot to Asia's troubles, broils and wais. 

• 

“ r>ut tell me first thy name, and by w'hat ail ' 

Thou dost these wonders strange, abo\e our skill ; 

Kor full of marvel is my troubled heart. 

Tell then and leave me dot amazed still. 

The w'i/,ard smiled and ans>vcied, “ In some part 
Easy It IS to satisfy thv will, 

Isnien I hight, called an enchanter great, 

Such skill nave I in magic’s secret feat. * 

“ But that 1 should the sure events unfidd 
Of things to come, or destinies foielell. 

Too rash is your de-sire, your wish too bold, 

To mortal heJirt such knowledge never lell ; 

Our W’lt and stiength on us bestowed I hold, 

To shun the evils and h<iims, moiigst which we dwell. 
They make their foituiie who aie stout and wise. 
Wit rules the heavens, discretion guides the skies. 

» 

“That puissant arm of thine that w’cll can rend 
From Godfiey’s brow the new” usurped ciowm, 

And not alone protect, save and defend 
From his fieice people, this besieged town. 

Gainst file and sw'ord wdth stiength and coinage bend, 
Adventere, sutfer. trust, tread penis down, 

And to content, and to encourage thee, 

Know this, which as I in a cloud foresee : 

“I guess, befoic the ovei -gliding sun 

Shall many \eais mete our by weeks and days, 

A prince thit shall in fertile Egypt,won, 

Shall fill all Asia with ‘his prosperous frays, • 

I speak not of his acts in quiet done. 

His policy, his rule, Ins wisdom’s praise, 

Let this suffice,* by him these Christians shall 
In fight subdued ily, and conquered fall. 
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“ And their great empire and usurped state 
Shall overthrown in dust and ashes lie. 

Their woeful remnant in an angle strait 
Compassed with sea themselves shall fortify. 

From thee shall spring this lord of war and fate.'* 
Whereto gicat Solyman gan thus reply : 

“ O happy man to so great praise ybore ! ** 

Thus he rejoiced, but yet^cnvicd more ; 

And' said, “ Let chance with good or bad aspect 
I'pon me look as sacred Heaven's decree. 

This heart to her 1 never will subject, 

Nt)r ever conquered shall she louk*on me ; 

The moon her ch.irioi shall awry direct 
Kre ftom this cotrr.se 1 will diveited be.” ^ 

While thus he spake, it seemed he breathed tiie, 
Sb*lieice his courage was, so hot his ire. 

Thus talked they, till they arrived bctui 

Nigh to tne place wheie (ioiifrcy’s tents weie leaieii 

There was a woeful spectacle vsecn. 

Death in a thousand ugly foims appealed, 

'Hie Soldan changtkl hue foi giief and Icen, 

< )n that s.ul book his shame and loss he Icred, 

Ah, with w'liat grief his men, his friends he faind 
And standards proud, inglorious lie on ground ’ 

And saw' one visage of some well-known friend, 

In foul despite, a lascal Fienchman tic.id. 

And there another lagged jieasant lend 
The arms and garments from some champion dcau. 
And there with stately pomp by licaps they weinl. 
And Chiistians slam roll up in webs of lead ; 

Lastly the Turks and slam Arabians, brought 
On heaps, he saw them burn w'lth tire to naught 

Deeply he sighed, and with naked swoid 
Out of the coach he leapdd in the nui e, 

But Ismen called again the angry lord, 

And with grave words appeased his fdolish ite. 

The prince content remounted at his word. 

Towards a hill on drove the ag^d sirc^ 

And hasting forward un the bank they pass, 

Till far behind the Christian leaguer was. 
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There they ahglit and took their way on foot, 38 

The empty chaiiot vanislied out of sight, « 

Yet still the cloud environed them about. 

At their left liand down went they fioin the height 
Of .Sion’s 1 1 ill, till they approached the loute 
On that side where to west he looketh right, 

'I'licre Isinen stayed and his eyesight bent 
Uj)on the bushy rocks, an<l thither went. 

A hollow c.avc was in the craggy stone, * 39 

Wrniight out by hand a number ycais toforc. 

And l.)r of lung that way had walked none. 

The \.iult WMS hid with jilants and bushes boat. 

The wi/aid sloojung in thereat to gone, 

Ihe thoyns aside and scratching bramldcs boi(\ 

His right hand sought the passage through the cleft. 

And lur his guide he gave the pnnee his left • ' 

“What,” quoth the Soldan, “by what privy mine, 30 

What hidden vault bi-hovcs it me to crccj> f 
This sw'ord can find a better w»ay than thine. 

Although (uii foes the passage guard and keep " 

“ Let not/' quoth he, “thy piincely foot repine 
'fo ticad this seciet path, though dark and deep ; 

Kor gicat King llciod used to t’ead the same 
He that in arms liad whilom so gre.it fame. 

“This passage made he, when he w’Oiild suppress 31 

Ills subjects’ jjiide, and them m bondage lu'ld , 

TJy this he could lioin that sin.dl loueie^s 
Antonia called, of Antony the bold, 

Conve> his folk un*>ecn of more and less 
‘£ven 'to the middcst of the temple old, 

Thence, hither : w'here these privy w'ays begin, 

And bring unseen w’hole armies out and in. 

“ But now save I in all this world lives none 32 

That knows the scciet of this daiksome place, 

Come then w^here Aladine sits on ^iis throne, 

With lords and princ^fs set about his grace ; • 

He fearelh more than fittelh such an one, 

Such signs of doubt ^liow^ in his cheer and face ; 

Filly you comfe, hear, see, and keep you still, 

TiH time and season serve, then Speak your fill.” 



JERUSALEM DELIVERED, 


This said, that narrow entrance passed tho knight, 
So crcef)s camel throu"h a needle’s eye, 

And through llie ways as black a^ darkest night 
He followed him that did him rule and giiie ; 

Strait was the way at tirsr, withoulcn light, 

]5ut fuither in, did fiiithcr amplify; 

So that upright walkrJd at e.abc the men 
Ere they had passed half that seciet den. 

A pri\^ door Ismen unlocked at last, 

And uj) they clomb a little-used stair, 

'riiLieai ilic day a leeble beam in cast, 

J)jm was the light, and nothing clcai*lhc air; 

Out of tlic1i»>liow ca\c at length thev ])asscd 
Into a got^dly li dl, high, broad and Ian, 

Wheie crowned with gold, and all in purple < laii 
Sa^'' die sad king, among his nobica sau. 

'[he Turk, clo->c- in his hollow' cloud imlnrred. 
Unseen, at will did all the jnease behold. 

'I In so heavy speeches of the king ne licaid, 

Who thus fioiu lofty siege his ))leri'.nre told , 

“ My l()id->, l.ist dav oui •'late wa^^ much impaired, 
<.)ur Jriends were slain, kilierl weie <air soltiiers In-Id, 
Cheat helps aiifl gi eater hopcS aie us bereft. 

Nor aughl but aid from Egypt land is left : 

• 

‘*And w'cll you see far distant is that aid, 

I’jion our h' els our danger tieadeth still. 

For yruir ad\ue was this assembly made, 

Each w'liat be ibmketh speak, and what he will " 

A w insider soft arose when tins w'ds said. 

As gentle w’lnds tiie gro\es wnth murmur till, 

But w'lth liold face, high looks and nieriy chcei, 
Argantes rose, the icst their talk foibeat. 

O w'orthy so\eieign,’* thus began to say 
The hardy young man to tlie txrant wase, 

“ What w'ords be these ? wl^at fears do you dismay^ 
Who knows not Jus, you need not our advice ! 

But on our hand your hope of conquest lay, 

And, for no loss true virtue damnities, ^ 

Make her our shield, pray her us succours ^ive, 
And without her let us not wish to live. 
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Nor say I this for that I aught misdeem 38 

That Egypt's promised succour's fail us might, 

Doubtful of my great master's woids to seem 
To me were neither lawlul, jusl, nor light 1 
I speak these woids, for spurs I them esteem 
To waken up each dull and feaiful sprite, 

And make our hearts lesolved to all assays, 

To w'in with honour, or to die with piaisc.*' 

Thus much Arganles said, and said no more, 39 

As if the c.ise w'erc clear of which he spoke. 

Orcano rose, of pi met ly stem 3’bore, 

Whose piescnce mongst ihem boie a mighty stroke, 

A man esteemed well in aims of yore, 

But now was coupled new in marriage yoke; 

Young babes he had, to fight which made him loth, 

He W'as a husband and a faihci both. 

*■* My lord,"' quoth he, “ 1 w'lll not reprehend 40 

The earnest zeal of this audacious speech, 

From couiage sjirung, which seld is close >pend 
In sw'elling sioniach without violent hi each . 

And though to >ou our good Circassian fiiend 
In teims too bold and fer\ent oft doth pieach, 

Yet hold I that lor gc»od, in waihkc feat 
For his great deeds respond his sjieeches gieat. 

“But if it you beseem, whom gravei age 41 

And King experience hath made wase .ind sl>. 

To rule the heat of youth and hardy rage, 

Which somewhat have misled ihi.^ knight awr\. 

In equal balance ponder then and gauge 
Your kopes far distant, w’lth your perils nigh , 

This town's old w^'ills and rampiies now compaie 
With Ciodfrcv’s forces and his engines raie. 

But, if I may say what I think unblanicd, 43 

This town is strong, by nature, site and art, 

But engines huge and instiumenlscare framed 
Gainst these defences ‘'by our adverse part, 

Who thinks him most secure is eatliest shamed ; 

1 hope the best, yet fear unconstant mart, 

And with this 'siege if we be long up pent. 

Famine I doubt, our store will all be spent. 
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“ For all that blore of cattle and of j^rain 
Which yesttAday within ihobc walls )ou biou;^ht. 
While youi pioiid focb triumphanl l}iiouj;li the plain 
On iiauijht but sheddin*; blood, and cuiuiuesl thought, 
Too htlJe IS this city to sustain, 

To raise the siege unless some means be sought , 

And It must last till the prclixtkl hour 
That it be raised by Kgypt s «ud .ind power. 

“ But wliat if that apjioinlcd da> they miss ? 

(^r else, ere we expect, what if tliey came? 

The MCiuiv >ct IS not ouis for this, t 
Oh sa\c thu town from rum, us from shame ! 

With that same (jodftcy still our w'.ufaie is. 

These armies, soldiers, captains aie the same 
Who have so ott amid the dust) plain 
Turks, rcrsiaiis, Syuans and Aiabians slam. 

“And thou Aigantes w'otcsi what the} be : 

Oft hast thou fled from that Mctoiioiis host, 

Thy shoulders often hast thou let them see. 

And m thy feet hath been thy safeguard most , 
Clonnda liiight and I lied eke with thee, 

None than Iin fellow's had more cause to boast, 

Nor blame I any; for in every fight 
We show'dd courage, valour, strength ami might. 

“And though this hardy knight ilie ccitam tlueat 
Of near-approaehing death to hear disdain, 

Yet to this state of loss and danger great, 

From this strong foe I see the tokens plain ; 

No fort how strong soever by art or scat, 

Can hinder Godfrey why he should not reign : 

This makes me say, — to witness heaven I bring, 
Zeal to this state, love to my lord and king — 

“The king of Tripoli w'as well advised 
To purchase peace, and so preserve his crown . • 

But Solyman, who (Godfrey’s fovc despised, 

Is either dead or ileep in prison thrown; 

Fisc fearful is he run aw'ay disguised, 

And scant his life is left him for his own, * t 
And yet with gifts, with tnbulc, and with gold, 

He might in peace his empire still have hold ’ 
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Thus spake OrcMiics, and some inkhiii^^ gave 48 

In doubtful woidb of that be would have said ; 

To sue for peace or ^ield himself a slave 
He durst not openly his king peisuade: 

Ibit at those woidr. the Soldan gan to rave. 

And gainst bis ^^lll wiapt m the cloud he sta\cd, 

Wlioiu Tinen thus lie^pake, ‘"I low uan yo 1 bear 
These worda, my loid? or* these reproaches hcai T ’ 

Oh, let me speak,” quoth he, “with 11c and sc«-in 49 

I bum, and gainst my will thus hid I stav ! ” 

'I'his said, the smoky f loud was cleft and turn, 

Which like a veil upon them stretched lay, 

And up to open heaven foithwith wms borne. 

And I'eft the inince in mow of lightsome d.iy. 

With piince’y look amid the pics-^ he shined. 

And on a sudden, thus deLlaied his mind. 

“ Of whom you speak behold the Solaan here, 50 

Neither afraid noi run away for dread, 

And that these slandeis, lies and tables wcic, 

This hand shall prote upon that coward’s head, 

], who have shed a sea of blood w^ell ncai, 

And hcaijcd up mouniain» In 'h of Chiistians dean, 

I in their cainj) w'ho stiil iniUnlaiiicd the liav, 

!My men all muidcied, 1 that run away. 

If tins, or any cowMnl \ile beside, 51 

False 10 his faith and countr), dares leply ; 

And speak of concord wiili yon men of pride, 

3 j> your good leave, bir King, here shall he die, 

Tjm lambs and w’olves shall in one fold abide. 

The doves and serpents m one nest sluill he. 

Before one town us and the^c Christians shall 
In peace and love unite withm one wall.” 

While thus he spoke, his bioad and tienchant swoid r,2 

His hafid held high aloft in threatening guise ; 

Dumb stood the (^nights, so clfeadiul was his word ; 

A stoim was in his front, fire in his eyes,^ 

He tuineil at last to Sion’s aged lord, 

And calmed^his Tisage stern in humblei wise : 

, “ Behold,” quoth he, “good prince, w-hat aid I bring, 

Since Solyman is joined with Juda’s king,” 
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King Aladine from hib rich throne upstart 
•And said, “ Oh how I joy thy face to view, 

My noble friend ! it lesseneth in some part 
My grief, for slaughter of my subjectb true ; 

My weak Cbtate to slablish come thou art, 

And mayest thine own again in time lencvi. 

If Ileavciib consent : ” with that the Soldaii bold 
In dear embracements did he Jong enfold. 

Their greetings done, the king icsigiied his tin one 
To bolyman, and set himself bcaidc. 

In a iich scat adorned with gold .md stpiic. 

And Isnieii a^ge dia at his elbow bide. 

Of \vh m he asked what way they Um) had gone, 

And he declared all wliat had them beiidc . 

Clorinda blight to boKman addresocd 
Her salutations lirst, then all the rebt. 

Among them lo.so Urmubbeb' valiant knight. 

Whom late the boldan with a convoy bent, 

And when most hot and bloociv wab tlic light, 

15y bc< ret jiatlis and blind byewavs he went, 

Till aided by the bilcncc and the night 
bafe in the < ity’b walls himseif he pent, 

And tlieie lefieshed with coin and cattle stoic 
The pined soldiers, famished nigh bcfoie. 

With surly counienance and disdainful grace, 

Sullen and sad, sat the Circassian stoui, 

Like a fierce lion grumbling in his place, 

His liery eyes that turns and rolls about ; 

Nor dur'at Orcanes \iew the Sold.iirs face, 
liut still upon the floor did pore and tout : 

Thus with his lords and p^ers in counselling, 

The Turkish monarch sat with Juda’s kn.g, 

Godfrey this while gave victory the icin, 

And following her the stiaits he opened ah ; 

Then for his soldiers and his c&ptains slain^ 

He celebrates a stably funeral, 

And told his camp within a day or twaip 
He would assault the city’s mighty wall, • 

And all the heathen there enclosed doth threat. 
With fire and swordi with death and danger great. 
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And f(;r he had that noble squadron known. 

In the last fr^^hl winch brought him so great aidj 
To be the loids and princes of his own 
Who followed late the sly enticing maid, 

And with them "rancred, who had late been thrown 
In prison deep, by that false witch betrayed. 

Before the hermit and some private friends, 

For all those worthies, lords and knights, he sends ; 

Ana thn'> he said, ‘".Some one of you deelaie 
Your fortunes, whether good or to be blamed, 

And to assist us with^our valouis rare 

In so gicat need, how was your coming fiamed 

They blush, and on the ground amazed stare, 

Foi \<Tlue is of little guilt ashamed, 

At last the '^enghsh prince with countenance bold, 
The silence broke, and thus their errors told : 

** We, not elect to that exploit by lot, 

Wiih secict lliglit fiom hence ourselves withdicw, 
Following false Cupid, 1 deny it not, 

Enticed forth by hive <ind beauty’s hue ; 

A jealous lire burnt in our slomacks liot. 

And by close ways we passed least in view', 

Her words, her looks, alas 1 know too late, 

Nursed our loye, our jealousy, our hate. 

“ At last we gan approach thc4.t wmful clime, 

Where fire and brimstone down fiom Heaven was sent 
To take revenge for sin and shameful crime 
C*aiiist kind commit, by those who nould icjient ; 

A Joathsome lake of brimstone, pitch and lime, 

O’eigoes that land, erst swe^'t and redolent, 

And when it moves, thence stench and smoke up flies 
Which dim the welkin and infect the skies. 

This is the lake in which yet never might 
Aught that hath weight sink to the bottom down, 

But like to cork or leaves or feathers light , 

Stones, iron, men, there fleet and never efrown ; 

Therein a castle stands, to w'hich by sight 
But o’er a narrovf' bridge no way is known, 

, Hither us brought, heie welcomed us the witch, 

The housc within was stately, pleasant, iich. 
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“ The heavens were clear, and whoKomc was the air, 
*High trees, s\Vect meadows, watcis puie and ^ood ; 
For there in tliickcst shade of myrtles fan 
A crystal spnnj; poured out a silver flood ; 

Amid the herbs, the c;r.i'-s and flowers larc, 

The failin'^ leaves down patteied from the w'ond, 

The birds sunjij hymns of love ; yet speak I naught 
Of gold and marble rich, and richly wTought 

“ Under the curtain of the greenwood shade. 

Beside tlie brook upon the velvet gi.iss, 

In massy vessel of pure silvei made, , 

A banciuet ritfh and costly furnished w\as, 

All oeasts, all buds bt*j;uilcd by fow’lcr\ trade. 

All fish w'ere there in floods or seas that pas>. 

All dainties made by art, and at the talfle 
An hunclrcd virgins served, for hiidiancU abli\ 

“ She wath sweet wouls and false enticing smiles, 
Infusfkl love among the dainties set, 

Anil wnth enipoHoned cups our souls beguiles. 

And made each knight liimsclf and (lod forget : 

She rose and turned again within short wdiiles. 

With changed look^ w'heie w^iath and anget met, 

A charming lod, a book with her she brings. 

On which she mumbled strange and scertit thiivs. 

• 

“ She read, and change I felt my wall and thought, 

1 longed to change my life, and place of biding, 

'fhat virtue strange m me no pleasuie wrought, 

I leapt into the flood myself there hiding, 

My legs and feet both into one were brought. 

Mine arms and hands into my shouldeis sliding, 

My skin was full of scales, like shields of brass, 
Now made a fish, w’heie late a knight I was. 

‘^The rest with me like shape, like garments woic, 
And dived with me m that quicksihcr stream, , 

Such mind, to my remembranJe, then I bore, 

As w'hen on vain afld foolish things men dieam ; 

At last our shape it pleased her to restore, 

Then full of wonder and of fear we seem, • 

And with an ireful look the angry maid 
Thus threatened us, and made us thus afraid. 
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” * You see/ quoth she, ‘niy sacred might and skill, 
How you .irc subject to my rule and power, * 

In endless thraldom damndd if 1 will 
I can torment and keep you in this tower, 

Or make you birds, or tiees on craggy lull, 

'1 o bide the bitter blasts of storm and shower ; 

Or harden you to rocks on mountains old. 

Or melt your flesh and hopes to rivers cold 

‘Yet may you w’ell av^oid mine irc and -wraih. 

If to my will your yielding hcart-» you bend, 

You must fursakc youj; Clin^'toiulom and faith. 

And gainst Chidfrcdo faLe my ciown defend.' 

\Ve all refused, for speedy death eadi pra>eth. 

Save false Rainbaldo, he became iier friend, 

We in p dungeon deep were hclplc'^s cast, 

In nnstry and iion chained fast. 

Then, for alone thev say falls no mishap. 

Within short wlnle Pi nice lancicd thilhei came 

And was unwarcs ‘surprised m the ti.ip 

Piut theie short while we staved, the wily daiii'* 

In other folds our mischiefs would upwrap. 

From llidiaort fin hundred horsemen came. 

Whose guide, a baron bold to Kg\pi\ king. 
Should Us disarmed and bound in fetters biiiTJ. 

f 

*‘Now on our way, the way to death w’o I'lde, 

Put Providence Divine thus for us wTought, 

Kinaldo, whose high virtue is his guide 
To great expl nts. exceeding human thoiiglit, 

Met us, and all at once our guard deticd, 

And eie he left the light to earth them brought. 

And in their harness armed us m the place. 
Which late were ours, befoic our late di^gi ue. 

I and all these the hardy champion knew. 

We sawt his valour, and liis voice we heard ; 

Then is the lumour of his dearti untrue, 

His life ib safe, good fortune long it guarc>. 

Three times the golden sun hatii risen new, 

Since us he left a^d rode to Antioch- ward ; 

^But first his aimours, broken, backed and cleft, 
'Unfit for service, there he doft and left” 
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Thus spake the Briton prince, with humble cheer 
The hermit sa^e to heaven cast up his cync, 

His colour hnd his countenance chnnj^dd were, 

AVith heavenly ^'■race his looks and visage shine, 
Ravished with zeal hia aoul appioached near 
'J’he se.it of angels pure, .ind saints oivinc. 

And thcie he learned of thin<;s .and h.aps to come, 
'i'o give foreknowlcJge true, and certain doom. 

» 

At ]as\he spoke, in moic thnu hum.an ‘=onnd. 

And told what thing-v Ins wisdom j’leit foresaw, 

And at hi-^ tuundtTing \oice the folk .lutund 
Altentivo atood, with licmbling and ^vlth awe: 

“ Kin.aldo kvos,’’ ho s.nd, “ the tokens found 
• I*'rom women’s craft their falsr- b( ^innings draw. 

He li\es, .md heaven wmII Icmg preserve his d.a^s, 
'I'd greater glory, and to gn\iit‘i jn.iK'.e. 

These arc but trifles ycl, though Asia’s kings 
Shi ink at his name, and tremble at his view, 

1 well foresee Ik* sh.all do greater thing •>, 

And wicked oniperois ('onqiier .and subdue ; 

Lnicler the ."li.KhAv of In'* eaglet wings 
Shall holy Chureh picscrve hci sacred crew’, 

From C.. sar’s bud he shall the sable tram 
I duck off, and bie.ak her talons sharp in twain. 

t 

“ His childicn’s children at his hardiness 
And great attemji's shall take example f.iir, 

Ti an empeI07^ unjust m all di-^lress 
They sh.ill defend the state of I’cter’s chair. 

To laisc the humble up, pride to suppicss, 

To help the innocents, shall be their care. 

This bird of c.ist shall tly wath conquest great, 

As far as moon givco light or sun gives heat ; 

Her eyes behold the truth and piiicst light, 

And thunders down in Peter’s aid she bimgs, 

And where for Christ and Christian faith men fight^ 
There forth she |preadeth her victorious, wangs, 

This virtue nature gives her and this might ; 

Then lure her home, for on her presence hings 
The happy end of this great enterprise* 

So Heaven decrees, and so command the skies."’ 
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232 

These woids of his of Piince Rinaldo's tlcdth 78 

Out of iheir tumbled hearts, the fear had lased ; 

In all this joy yet Godfrey smiled iineath, 

In his wise tlioiifrht such care and heed was placed. 

But now fiom deeps of regions underneath 
Nij^ht^ veil aiose, and sun’s bri^dit lustie chased, 

When all full sweetly in their cabins slept, 

Save he, whose thoughts his ejTs still open kept. 

i 



ITbc Blcifcntb JSooF? 


GODFREY OF IU>LL01GNlj 


THR ARGUMENT. 

Witli jjrave proccsMon, songs and psaim*; devout 
He*ivpn’s snto d aul the ( hiistian l<*icK invoke , 
That doin*, they scali the wall whuh kept them out 
1 he iort IS .ilniost won, the gati nigh broke : 
Godfn V IS wounded by ( loiind.i stout. 

And lost IS that da>’s comjuest by the stioke , 

'I ho angel cutes him, he n turns to fight, 

But lost his labour, tot il l«'tt his he.ht 


T he Christian army’s great and puissant guide. 

To as.'^aiilt the town that all his thoughts had bent. 
Did ladileis, rains, and engines huge pro\ide, 

When uvcrend Peter to him gravely went, 

And drawing him wath sober grace aside, 

With woids severe thus told his high intent ; • 

“ Right well, my lord, these eaithly stiengths you mo\e, 
But let us first begin from Heaven above: 

“ With public prayer, zeal and faith devout. 

The aid, assistance, and the help obtain ^ 

Of all the blessdd of the heavenly rout, 

With whose support you conquest sure may gam ; 

First let the priests before thine armies stout 
With sacred hymns their holy voices strain. 

And thou and all thy lords and peers with *thee, 

Of godliness and faith examples be,” 
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'I'hus spake the hciniit grave in word-^ seveic : 3 

Godfrey allowed liis c>jun«^el, sage, and wise, 

“ Of Christ the Loid,” (jiioth he, *‘Uhuu servani dear, 

I yield to follow thy dnine advice, 

And while the princes I assemble here, 

The gicit procession, songs and sacrifice, . 

With Bishop William, thou and Adcmare, 

With sacred and with solemn pump prepare 

Next mom the bishops twain, the heremite, ^ 4 

And ah the clerks and priests of less estate. 

Did in the midde-.t of the caini) unite 
Within a place for pla^l‘r consecrate, 

Kach niie-it adorned wa‘^ in a surplice white, * 

The bishops donned their albes and com s of state. 

Above then lochcis buttoned fair befoie, 

And nnttes on their heads like crowns they wore. , 

Peter alone, before, spread to the wind ^ 5 

'riie glorious sign of oiii Stilvalion giCiit, 

With easy pace the cnoii come all behind, 

And hNmn'i and psalms in order tiiic repeat, 

With sweet rcspondence in harmonious kind 
Their humble song the yielding an doth l)cat, 

Lastly, together went the rctcrend pair 
Of prelates sage, William and Adeinare, 

« 

The mighty duke came next, as piinces do, 6 

Without companion, marching all alone, 

'1 he lorci^ and captains then came two and two, 

The soldiers for their guard were aimed each one ; 

With easy pace thus ordeied, passing through 
• 'rhowticnch and vampire, to the lields the\ gone, 

No thundeimg drum, no tiumpct shnll th<.y hcai. 

Their godly music psalms and prayer-^ \VL*ie. 

To thee, O leather. Son, and sacred .Sprite, 7 

One true, eternal, everlasting King ; 

To Christ^ dear mother, Mary, yirgin bright, 

Psalms of thanksgi\Sng and of praise they ^ng ; 

To them that angels down from heaven to fight 
Gainst the blasphemous beast and dragon bring ; 

To him also*that of our Saviour good, 

Washdd the sacred font in Jordan’s flood. 
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ilim likewise they invoke, calldd the Rock 
Wliereonnhe Loid, they sny, his Church did rear. 
Whose true successors close or else unlock 
'rile blessed gates of grace and mercy dear ; 

And all the elected twche the chosen Hock, 

Of his tiiuin])hant death who witne.-s bear ; 

And them by torment, slaughter, lire and sword 
Who martyrs died to con Arm his word ; 

And them also whose bonks and wrilnv’S tell 
What certain patii to heavenly blis-> us le.id> ; * 

And heimits good, and anciessc-a llyit dwell 
Mewed uj) in walls, and mumble on their beads. 

And Mrgin nuns in close and piivatc cell, 

Whcic, but shiifi fatlicis, never mankind treads • ^ 

On these they called, and on all tiie rout 
('If Angels, martyrs, and of saints devout. 

Singing and saying thus, the camp devout 
Spread forth her zealous squadrons broad and wide ; 
Tow’ards mount Olivet went all this Dute, 

So called of olive trees the hills which hide, 

A mountain known by fame the world throughout, 
Which riscth on the city^s eastern side, 

Krom It divided by the valley green 

(')f Josaphat, that fills the space between. 

» 

Hither the armies went, and chanted shiill, 

'fhat all the deep and hollow dales resound ; 

Fiom hollow mounts and cavC'. in every hill, 

A thousand echoes also sung around. 

It seemed some choir, that sung with art and skill, 
I-)welt in those savage dens and shady ground. 

For oft resounded from the banks they licai. 

The name of Christ and of his mother dear. 

Upon the walls the Pagans old and young 
Stood hushed and still, amated and amazed, ^ 

At their grave order and iheir humble song, 

At their strangf pomp and custom-a new they gaz^d : 
But when the show they had beholden long. 

An hideous 3'ell the wicked miscreants Raised, 

That with vile blasphemies the mountain lioar, 

The woods, the waters, and the valleys roar. 
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But yet with sacred notes the hosts proceed. 
Though blasphemies they hear and cursdd things ; 
So with Apollo’s harp Pan tunes his reed, 

So adders hiss where Philomela sings ; 

Nor flying darts nor stones the Christians dreed, 
Nor arrows shot, nor quarries cast from shngs ; 

But with assiiidd faith, as dreading naught, 

The holy work begun to end t^iey brought. ' 

A table set they on the mountain’s height 
To minister thereon the sacrament, 

In golden candlesticks a hallowed light 
At euher end of virgin wax theie brent ; 

In costly vestments sacied William dight. 

With fear,and trembling to the altar went, 

And prayer there and service loud begins. 

Both for hit own and all the army’s sm',. 

Humbly they heard his w’ords that stood him nigh, 
The rest far off upon him bent their eyes, 

But when he ended had the service high, 

* ‘‘You seivants of the Loid depart,” he cries : 

His hands he lifted then up to the sky. 

And blessed all those warlike companies : 

And they dismissed returned the way they came, 
Their order as before, their pomp the same. 

f 

Within their camp arrived, this voyage ended, 
Towards tent the duke himself withdicw. 

Upon their guide by heaps the bands attended. 

Till his pavilion’s stately door they view. 

There to the Loid his welfaie they commended. 
And vflth him left the worthies of the ci cw, 

Whom at a costly and rich feast he placed, 

And with the highest room old Raymond graced. 

Now when the hungry knights suftic^d are 
With meat, j\ith drink, witli spices of the best. 
Quoth he, When next you see thtf morning star, 
To assault the town be ready all and prest : • 
To-morrow is a day of pains and war, 

This of repose, of qui^, peace, and rest ; 

Go, take your ease this evening, and this night, 
And make you strong against lo-rnorrow’s fight.’* 
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They took their leave, and Godfrey’s heralds lodc 
To intimate his will on every side, 

And published it throujjh all the lodgings broad, 
That gainst the morn each should himself provicU* ; 
Meanwhile they might their hearts of cares unload. 
And rest their tired limbs that oveningtide ; 

•Thus fau'd they till night their e\es did close, 
ISTight friend to gentle re^ and sweet repose. 

Willi little ^igii as yet of spiinging day 

Out peeped, not well appeared the using mom, 

'1 he plough yet tore not up the feilile lay, 

Noi to their feed the sheep from folds return. 

'I'he birtfs sate silent on the gieenwood spray 
Amid the groves unheard was hound and hoin. 
When trumpets shiill, true signs of hardy lights. 
LaMed uj) to arms the soldiei'^, called the knights 

“Arm, arm at once’” an hundred squachons eiicd. 
And with their ciy to ann them all begin. 

Ciodfrey aiose, that d ly he laid aside 
His haubeik strong he wonts to combu in, 

And donned a breastplate fair, of proof untiied. 
Such one as footmen use, light, easy, thin. 

Scantly their lord thus clothed had his gioines, 
When aged Raymond to his presence comes. 

» 

And furnished thus when he the man beheld, 

I>y his attire his secret thought he guessed, 

“Where is,’’ quoth ho, “your sure and trusty shield 
Your helm, your hauberk strong? where all the lest 
Why be you half disarmed ? why to the field 
Approach you in these weak defences dressed ? 

I see this day you mean a course to run, 

Wherein may peril much, small praise be won. 

“ Alas, do you that idle praise expect, 

To set first foot this conquered wall above ? 

Of less account some knigfht thereto object * 
Whose loss sOifgreat and harmful canifot prove; 

]\Iy lord, your life with greater care protect, 

And love yourself because all us you ly e. 

Your happy life is spirit, soul, and bieatlf 
Of all this camp, preserve it then fioiii death,’’ 
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To this he aiibweicd thus, “You know,” he said, 23 

“ In Claiiniont by iiu^^hly Urban’s hand 
When I was j;irded with this noljlo blade, 

For Christ's true faith to fight in cverv land, 

To Cod even then a ^ccret vow 1 made, 

Not as a captain here this day to stand 

And give direction-, but with shield and s^\Old 
To fight, to win, or die for CJirist my Lord. 

“When all this camp 111 battle stiong shall be ^ 24 

Oidamed and ordeied, well dis])osed all, 

A’ld all things done which to the high degue 
And SLicred place I hold belongen shall ; 

Then reason is it, nor dissuade ihou me. 

That I IJccwise assault this sacred wall. 

Lest from my vow to God late made I swcivc . 

He shall this life defend, keep and prescive.” • 

Thus he concludes, and every hardy knight 23 

Ills sample follow'cd, and his biethren twain, 

The other piinces put on harness light, 

As footmen use ; but all the Fagan train 
Tovvaids th.it side bent their defensive might 
Which lies expu-od to view of Chailcs’s wain 
And Zephyius’ sweet blasts, for on that pait 

The town was weakest, both by site and an. 

« 

On all paits else the fort w'as strong by site, 26 

With mighty hills dcfenced fiom foreign rage. 

And to this part the tyrant gan unite 

His subjects born and bands that serve for wage. 

From this exploit he si>arcd nor great nor litc, 

*The Slgt'd men, and boys of tender age, 

To fire of angry war still brought new fuel, 

Stones, darts, lime, biimstonc and bitumen ci uel. 

All full of arms and weapons was the wall, 27 

Under whcjiic basis that fair plain doth run, 

There stood the Soldan like a giatit tall, 

So stood at Rhodes fhe Coloss of the sun, x 
Waist high, Argantes showed himself withal, 

At whose stem look^thc French to quake begun, 

Clortnda on the corner tower alone, 

Ilf silver arms like rising Cynthia shone. 
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Her rattlinjj quiver at her shoulders hung, 

Therein a f'A'^h of arrows featheted weei 
111 licr left hand her how was bended sironj;, 

Therein a bhaft headed with mortal btccl. 

So fit to shoot she singled forth among 
Her foes who ihst her ([uarries* strength should led, 
Sfj^lit to ^lioot Latona’b daughter stood 
Wiien Niobc she killed andjUll her biood. 

The aged tyrant toll o red on his feet 
From gate to gate, from wall to wall he lien. 

He ci)infi»rts all his bands with speeches sweet, 

And e\eiy fort and bastion doth revieW, 

For cvcr\ need prepared in every street 
New regiments be phiccd and weapons neu. 

The matrons grave vuthm then temples high 
To idols false for succours call and cry, 

O Macon, break in twain the steeled lance 
Of wicked Godfrey with thy righteous hands, 

Against thy name he doth his arm advance, 

I lib icljcl blood {joiir out upon these saiiUb 
These cries within Ins ears no enierancc 
Could find, foi nought he hcarb, nought unuer-tands 
While thus the t'»wn for her defence ord.uns, 

Hls armies Godfrey ordereih on the plains ; 

His foices first on foot he forward brought, 

With goodly order, providence and ait, 

And gainst these towers which to assail he thought, 

In battles two in his strength he doth depart, 
between them crossbows stood, and engines wrought 
To cast a stone, a quarry, or a dart, 

Fioni whence like ihundei^s dint or bgntnings new 
Against the bulwark stones and lances fiew 

His men at aims did back his bands on foot. 

The lighthorse ride far off and serve for wings. 

He gave the sign, so might^r was the rout 
Of those that shrjt with bows and cast w/th slmgs, 
Such storms of shafts and stones flew all about, 

That many a Pagan proud to death it brings. 

Some died, some at their loops durst scant'^outpeep, 
Some fled and left the place they took to keep. 
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The hardy Frenchmen, full of heat and haste, 

Rah boldly forward to the ditches lar^c, , 

And o’er their heads an iron pcnticc va^.t 
They built, by joininj^^ many a shield and tai'^c, 
Sonic with their engines ceaseless shot .iiid cai»t, 
And volleys huge of arrows shaip dischaige, 

Upon the ditches some employed their pain 
To fill the moat and even iif with the plain. 

With alime or mud the ditches were not soft. 

But diy and sandy, void of waters clear, 

Though huge and deep the Chiistians till them oft. 
With rubbish, faggots,' stones, .iiid trees they bear; 
Adrastus first advanced his ctest aloft, * 

And boldly gan a strong scalado roar, 

And'through the falling storm did upward climb 
Of stones, darts, arrows, fiie, pilch and iimc . 

The hardy Switzer now so far was gone 
That half way up with mickle pain he got, 

A thousand weapons he sustained alone, 

And his audacious climbing ceased not ; 

At last uj)on him fell a mighty stone. 

As from some en",me great it h«id been shot, 

It broke his helm, he tumbled fiom the height, 
The strong Circassian cast that wondious weight 

t 

Not mortal was the lilow, yet with the fall 
On earth sore bruised tlie man lay m .i sA\oon. 
Argantes gan with boasting woids to call, 

Who cometh next ? this first is tumbled down, 
Come hardy soldiers, come assault this \\all, 

I Will not shrink, nor fly, nor hide my crown. 

If in your trench yourselves for dread you hold, 
There shall you die like sliee]) killed in their fold. 

Thus boasted he ; but in their trenches deep, 

The hidden sc^uadrons kept themselves from scath, 
'riie curtain made of shields did ^ell off keep 
Both darts and shot, and scomdd ail then \ laih. 
But now the ram upon the rampiers steep. 

On mighty btMins his head advanced hath. 

With dieadftil horns of non totigh tree grCiii, 

The Walla and bulwarks trembled at his tiireat. 
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An hundred able men meanwhile let fall 
• The weiiijhts behind, the cMigine tumbled down 
And battered flat the battlements and wall : 

So fell Taigetus hill on Sparta town, 

It crushed the steeled shield in pieces small, 

And heat the helmet to the wearers’ crowm, 

And^on the nuns of the walls and stones, 

Dispersed left their blood theiV brains and bones. 

The fierce assailants kept no longer close 
Under the shelter of their target fine, 

Ihit iJieir bold fionts to chance of w'ar expose, 

And gainst those tow’ei'^ let their virtue shine. 

The scaling ladders up to skies arose, 

'J’he ground- w’oi ks deep some cloudy undermine. 

The walls Ijcfore the Fionchmen shrink and shake, 
And ga])ing sign of headlong falling make • 

And fillcn they had, so far the strength extends 
Of llnat ficice lani and his K'doubled stiokc, 
lint that the Pagan’s caie the place defends 
And sa\cd by w’arlike skill the w'all nigh broke * 

For to what part soe’er the engine bends, 

Their sacks of wool they place the blow' to choke. 

Whose yielding breaks the strokes thcieon which light, 
So w'cakness oft subdues the gicatest might. 

While thus the w'orthies of the w'C'itcrn crew 
M.iintaincd their l)ra^e assault and skirmish hot. 

Her mighty bow' Clonnda often diew, 

And many a sharp and deadly airow' shot ; 

And from licr bow no steel(5d shaft there flew' 

Ihit that some blood tlie cursed engine got. 

Blood of some valiant knight or man of f.ime. 

For that proud shootress scorned weaker game. 

The fust she hit among the Christian pccis 
Was the bold son of England’s noble king. 

Above the trench himself he scantly rears, 

But she an arrow' loosed from the stung, 

The w'icked steel his gauntlet breaks and tears. 

And through his light hand thrust the pierchig sling ; 
Disabled thus from fight, he gan retire, 

Groaning for pain, but fietting more for ire* 
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Lofti Stephen of Aniboisc on the ditch’s brim, 4;, 

And on a ladder hi,i;li, Clotharius died, 

From back to breast an arrow pieredd him, 

The other was shot throu^jh from side to side : 

Then as he mana'^ed brave his courser trim, 

On his left ann he hit the Fleininj;s’ j^nide, 

He stopped, and fiom the wound the lecd out-lwincf , 
lUit left the iron in his flesh behind. 

As Adettiare •'tood to bcliold the Ih.jhl- 44 

Hi'fh on the bink, withdrawn to breathe a spare, 

A f.ital shaft upon his forehead lij^ht, 

Mis hand he lifted up to feel the ))lace, 

Wliereon a second ariow chanced iij^hl. 

And nailed his hand unto his wounded face. 

He lell, and with his blood distained the land. 

His holy blood shod by a virf^in's liand. 

While Palcimcde stood ncai the battlement, 45 

Despisinj4 perils all, and all mishap, 

And upwaids still his hardy footinj^s bent. 

On his iijjht eye he cauj^ht a deadly clap, 

'Ihroui^di his ii;;iit tnc Clonnda’s seventh shaft went. 

And in his neck bioke firth a bloody ^.ip ; 

He underneath that btilwaik dyin^ }(dl, 

Which late to '■calc and win he tiustcd well. 

Thus shot the maid • llie duko with hard as**.!)" 46 

And shai]^ assault, meanwhile the town oj»i)ic^"C*d, 

Against that pan which to his camjiwaid la} 

An enj'ine hiij^e .ind wondnuis he addressed, 

Ajowei of w'ood built loi the town’s decay 
As high as were the w’alls and buhvarks best, 

A turret full of men and weapons pent, 

And yet on wheels it rolled, moved, and went. 

This rolling fort his nigh appioachcj made, 47 

And dai*is and arrow's spit against his foes, 

As ships are w'ont«in fight, so it assayed ^ 

With the strong wall to grapple and to close , 

The Pagans on each side the piece invade, 

And all their- force? against this mass oppose, 

•Sometimes the w'heels, sometimes the battlement 
With timber, logs and stones, they broke and rent. 
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So thick flew stones and darts, that no man sees 
The azure heavens, the sun his bni^htness lost, 

The clouds of weapons, like to swarms of bees, 

Met in the air, and there each other crossed ; 

And look h(j\\ f.dlin" le.ues drop d*mii from trees. 
When the ni'-ist saj) is nipped with limtly froM, 

Or ifciples in siionj]^ winds from hr inches fall ; 
ThcVaraccns so tumbled fran\ the wall. 

For on their pait the greatest slaughter light, 

Thev had no shelter gainst so sliaip a sliower, 

Some left on h\e betook themsehe'* to ^b’ghl, 

So feaukl thti,y this dc uliv ihnndeiing tower : 

Jlut S‘)lyinan stayed lika a \,ihant knight. 

And some with him, that trusted in his power, 
Argaiitcs with a long beech tree in hand, 

Ran thifher, ilii^ hiig,e engine to withstand : 

With this he pushed the towci, and back it drives 
Tlie length of all hi--* tree, a w’ondrous w’av, 

The h.iidy virem by his side ariives, 

To h(.l[) Argantes in thi** haid a^say : 

The band that used the lain, this season stiives 
To cut tlie cords, wOicreiii the woolp»icks lav, 

Which done, the Siicks down m the trenches fall. 
And to the battery naked left the wall. , 

The tower above, the ram beneath doth thunder, 
What hmc and •^tonc such puissance could abide ? 
The wall beg.in, now' bruised and ciushed asunder, 
IJcr wounded lap to oj^en broad and wide, 

(jodfiey himself and his bi ought safely under 
'I'he shatteicd w’all, where gieatcsl breach he spied, 
Himself he saves behind his mighty targe, 

A shield not used but in some desperate charge. 

From hence he sees w'hcre Solyman descends, 

Down to the threshold of the gaping bre.ich, 

And there it seems the mighty prince intends 
Godfiedo’s hopdd entrance to impeach : 

Argantes, and with him the maid, defends 
The w'alls above, to w’liich the tower doth r<ffich, » 
His noble heart, when Godfrey this beheld, 

With courage new with w'rath and valour swelled. 
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He turned about and to jjood bigieie spake, 53 

Who bare his Greatest shield and mighty bow, ’ 

“ That sure and ti usty target let me lake, 

Impenciiable is that shield I know, 

Over these ruins uill I passage make. 

And enter first, the way is eath and low. 

And time requires that by some noble feat 
I should make known my strength and pUHsanco grcjit '' 

He scan*- had spoken, scant received the charge, 54 

"When (m his leg a sudden shaft him hit, 

And thiough that part a hole made wide and large, 

W'hcre his stiong sinews fastened were and knit 
Clorinda, thou this arrow didst disch irge, 

And let the ]*agans bless thy hand fui it, 

F'or by that sliol thou savedst them that day 
From bcjndage vile, from death and suie decay 

The wounded duke, as though he felt no pain, 5 5 

Still forwaid went, and mounted up the breach 
Ills high attempt at first he nould lefrain, 

And after called his lords with cheerful speech ; 

But when his leg could not his weight susuin, 

He saw his will did far his power outreach. 

And more he strove his grief increased the more, 

The bold assa,uk lie left at length ihercfoic 

And with his hand he beckoned Giieljiho near, 56 

And said, “ I must withdraw me to my lent, 

My place and peison in mine absence bear. 

Supply my want, let not the fight relent, 

1^0, and will ere long again be heie ; 

I go and straight teturn this said, he went, 

On a light steed he leaped, and o’er the green 
He rode, but rode not, as he thought, unseen. 

When Godfrey parted, parted ckc the heart, 5 7 

The stifcngth and fortune of the Chii'slian bands, 

Courage increased in their adverse part, 

Wrath in their hearts, and vigour in their hands: 

Valour, success, strength, hardiness and art, 

Failed in the priftces of the western lands, 

, Their swords were blunt, faint was their trumpet’s blast. 
Their sun was set, or else with clouds o’ercast. 
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Upon the bulwarks now appeared bold 58 

That foarfui band that late for diead was fled ! 

The women that Clonnda’s strength behold, 

Their country's love to war encouraged, 

They weapons got, and light like men they would, 

Their gowns tucked up, their locks weie lootc and spread, 
Shnrp daits they cast, and without dread or fear, 

E-\\osed their breasts to savtj their foitrcas deal. 

I Jut that which most dismayed the Chiistian knights, 59 

And added com age to the Tagans most, 

W'as Ouelphf/s sudden fall in all inen^b sights, 

AVlio tumbl;;d headlong down, his footing lobt, 

A migluy stone upon die woith\ lights, 

lJul whence it came none wist, nor from what coast ,• 

And with like blow, which inoie ilieir heaits dismayed, 
Uesidd him low 111 dust old Ktiyinond laid ; 

And Eustace eke within the ditches large, Oo 

To narrow shifts and last extremes they drive, 

Upon their foes so fleice the l\igans chaigc, 

And with good loilunc so their blow's they give. 

That whom they hit, in spite of helm or targe, 

They deeply w'ound, or else of life deprive. 

At this their good sucetbs Argantes pioud, 

Waxing more fell, thus roared and ciiec\ aloud 

“ This is not Antioch, nor the evening dark 
Can help >our privy sleights with friendly shade, 

The sun )et shines, your falsehood can we mark, 

In other wise this bold assault is made ; 

Of praise and gloiy quenched is the spaik 
That made you first these eastern lands invade, 

Why cease you now ? why take you not tins foil ? 

What ! are you weary for a charge so short ? ” 

Thus raged he, and in such hellish sort 62 

Increased the fury in the brain-sick knight, • 

That he esteemed Jthat large and ample fort 
Too strait a field, wherein to prove his might, 

There where the breach had framed a new-made port, 

Himself he placed, with nimble skips and*light/ 

He cleared the passage out, and thus he ciied • 

To Solyman, that fought close by his side : 
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‘‘ Come, S jlyman, the time and place behold, 

That of our valours well may jud^c the doubt, • 

What slaycst thou ? amongst these Christians bold. 
First leap he loith that holds hiinsclf most st"Ut . 

While thus his will the mighty champion told, 

Loth Solyman and he at once leaped out, 

Fury the first pro\()kcd, disdain the last, j 

Who scorned the chalienige ere his lips it parsedy 

Upon their foes unlooked-for they Hew, 

Fach apited other for hia Mrtue’s sake, 

So many soldiers tl\|s lieice couple slew, 

So many shields they cleft and helms they bieak, 

So many ladders to the earth they thiow, 

Tha^ \vell they seemed a mount theicof to make, 

(Jr else oome vamiiic fit to save the town, 

Instead of that the Chiislian-^ late beat down * 

The folk that stiove with rage and h.i^t(‘ bcfcjre 
Who first the w’all and rampiie shouhi risccnd, 

Kellie, and for that honour stiive n » inoie, 

Scantly they could their limbs and lives defend, 

They fled, then cngiiica lost the I’agans ton* 

In pieces small, then lams to n.iughr they lend, 

And all iinlil for further stivice make 

With so great foicc and lage Ihcir beams iliey brake. 

The Pagans lan transjioiied wiih iheir iie. 

Now h le, now there, *uid woeful slaughter ^ wioughi, 
At last they called lor clevuuung file, 

Two burning pines again-t the tow’cr they bi ought. 

So from the palace ot their hcilish siu', 

When all this woild they wodd consume to naught, 

The fuiy sisters come with fire in hanU';, 

Shaking their snaky locks and sparkling brands : 

But noble Tancted, who this while applied 
Grave f-xhortations to his bold Latincs, 

When of these knights the wondrous acts he spied, 

And saw the champions with their bainiig pines. 

He left las talk, and thither forthwith hied, 

To stop the rag«^of those fell Saiacincs. 

And with such force the fight he there renewed, 

That now they Hcd and lost who late put sued. 
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Thus changed the state and fortune of the fray. 
Meanwhile the wounded duke, in grief and teen, 
Within Ins gre.it pavilion rich and gay, 

(lood Sigieie and Baldwin stood beluecn ; 

Hib other friends whom his mishap dismay, 

With grief and tears about assembled been : 

Pin strove in haste the weapon out to wind, 

An\l broke the leod, but left^hc head behind. 

He bade them take the speediest way tlicy might, 
Of that unlucky hurt to make him sound, 

And to lay opc the depth theicof to sijjhl, 
lie willed them open, search and lance the wound, 
“ Sciid me ^ga^n,’* quotli he, “ to end tins tight, 
Before llic sun be sunken under ground 
And leaning on a broken spear, he thrust 
His 

Pirutimus, born on the banks of To, 

Was he that undertook to cure tlie knight. 

All wh.it jjreen hcibs or waters puie toukl dc», 

He knew tiieir pow'cr, ihcir viitue, and then might, 
A nolde poet was the man also, 

But in tin 3 science had a moie delight, 

He could lestore to health death-wounded ii.en, 
And make their names immortal wath his pen, 

% 

The mighty duke yet never changed cheer, 

But giieved t(j see his friends lamenting stand ; 

'Ihc leech piepaied his cloths and cleansing ge.ir, 
And with a belt his gown about him band, 

Now with his herbs the steely head to tear 
(Jut of the flesh lie ]}rovcd, now with his hjind. 
Now wdth his hand, now wath liis instrument 
He shaked and plucked it, yet not forth it went. 

His labour vain, his art prevailed naught, 

His luck was ill, although his skill were good. 

To such extremes the wounded prince he bi ought, 
That with fell pai» he swooned as he stood : 

But the angel pure, that kept him, went and sought 
Divine dictamnum, out of Ida w'ood, ^ 

This herb is rough, and bears a purple flowef, 
And in his budding leaves lies all his power. 
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Kind nature first upon the clift 

licwrayed this herb unto the mountain Roat, » 

'I hat when her sides a cruel shaft hath rift, 

With it she shakes the leed out of her coat ; 

This in a moment fetehed the ani;el swift. 

And brought from Ida hill, thouj^h far iciiioiL, 

The juice wJicrcof m a prepaied bath 
Unseen the blessed spiiit jiouied hath. 

Pure nectar from that sprinj^ of Lydia than, 

And nan.^ces divine tlieiein he threw, 

The cuimm^ leech to^bathe the wound began, 

And of itself the steeh head outfiew ; 

The bleeding staunched, no veiniile dit>p outian,’ 
The leg again waxed strong with \igour new 
Erotimus ^ried out, “'fhis hurt and wound 
No human art or lund so soon makca sound . • 

“ Some angel good I think come down fiom skica 
Thy suigeon is, for here plain tokens ctre 
Of gi ace di\ine which to thy help ajiplies, 

Thy weapon take and haste again to war 
In piccious cloths his leg the chieft.un ties, 

Nought could the man hum blood and fight dcbai ; 
A sturdy lance in his light hand he braced. 

His shield he took, and on his helmet laced . 

c 

And with a thousand knights and barons bold, 
Towards the town he hasted from his camp. 

In clouds of dust w’as Titan ^s face enrolled, 

Trembled the eaith wheieon the woi lines stamp, 

His foes far off his dreadful looks behold, 

Which in their hcaits of courage quenched the lamp, 
A chilling fear ran cold through every vein. 

Lord Godfrey shouted thrice and all his tram : 

Their sovereign’s voice his hardy people knew', 

And his loud cries that cheered each fearful licai t , 
Thereat new strength they took^and courage new', 
And to the fierce assault again they start.*, 

The Pagans twain this while themselves withdrew 
Within the breach^o save that battered pait, 

And with great loss a skirmish hot they hold 
Against Tancredi and his squadron bold. " 
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Thither came Godfrey armed round about 
In trusty plate, with fierce and dreadful look ; 

At firat approach against Argantes stout 
Headed with poignant steel a lance he shook, 

No casting engine with such force throws out 
A knotty spear, and as the way it took, 

It whistled m the air, the fearlesa knight 
exposed his shield against# that weapon’s might. 

'I'he dreadful blow c^uite through his target diovc, 
And boied thu/Ugh his bieastpLue stiong and thiek, 
The lender tkin it in his bo:>om love^ 

The purple-blood out-sti earned from the quick ; 

To wiest It out the wounded Tagan strove 
And little leisure gave it there to slick 5 

At Godfiey’s head the lance again he ca^t, 

And* said, Lo, llieie again thy dait thou hast.’' 

The spear dew back the way it lately came. 

And w'ould revenge the harm itself had done, 
r»ut missed the maik whereat the man did aim, 

1 le stepped aside the furious blow to shun ; 

I Jut Sigicre m his tliroat received the same, 

The murdering w'capon at his neck out-run, 

Nor aught it giieved the man to lose his bieath, 
Since in his prince’s stead he suffered death. 

t 

Even then the Soldan stiuck w’lth monstrous main 

The noble leader of the Norman band, 

fle reeled awhile and staggered with the pain^ 

And wheeling round fell giovclling on the sand : 
Ciodfiey no longer could the grief sustain 
Of these displeasures, but with flaming brand. 

Up to the breach in heat and haste he goes, 

And hand to hand there combats with his foLs ; 

And there great wonders surely wrought he had, 
Mortal the flght, and fierce had been the fray. 

But that dark night, fiom-her pavilion sad, 

Her cloudy wiii^s did on the earth display. 

Her quiet shades she intesposdd glad 
To cause the knights their arms aside ^o lay ; 
Godfrey withdrew, and to their tents they wend, 
And thus this bloody day w^as brought to end. 
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The weak jind w oiindcd ere he left the held, 

The godly duke to s ifety thence conveyed, 

Nor to his foes his engines would he yield. 

In them his hope to win the fortress hud ; 

Then to the lower he -went, and it behceld, 

The tower that late the Pagan lords dismayed 

But now stood bruised, biokcn, cracked and shuered. 
From some sharp storm as U weie late delivered. j 

From dangers great escaped, but late it was, 

And now ro safety brought wellnigh it stems, 

But as a ship that under sail doth jiass 
The roaiing billows ani the i aging sticams, 

And di awing nigli the w'lshed port, alas, ' 

Bleaks on some hidden rocks her ribs and beams. 

Or as a steed rough ways that well hath pis^cfl, 
Befoic his mn stnmbleth and falls at last , • 

Such hap bcfel that tower, for on that side 
( hiinst which ilie Pagans’ force and batteiy bend. 

Two wheels were broke whcieon the piece should riac, 
The maimed engine could no further wend, 

Tlie tioop that guarded it that part piovide 
To underpiop with posts, and it defend 

Till carpenters and cunning wwkmen came 
Whose skill should help and icar again the same. 

• 

ThUis Godfrey bids, and that ere springing-day, 

The ciack-; and biuises all amend they should, 

Kach open passage, and each privy way 
About the jiiecc, he kojit with soldiers bold : 

Blit the loud lumour, both of that they say, 

•AntUlhat they do, is heard within the hold, 

A lliousand lights almut the towrer they view, 

And w’hat they wi ought all night both saw' and knew. 



tCbc tEwflftb asoof; 


<>!• 

GODFREY OF BULLOIGNE. 


rilL ARG UMK.Xr. 

< loiiruLi ht*r ounuch old U‘poit 

Her Filth, luT otfspniif^, diiil lu*i n.iiivt* land , 
i ‘■hi* liif th ( fcidiio 's loUiP*^ loi t 
'1 lu' bin ialls ^iiiukin*» on th<* •*.ind 

\\ iih 1 * IKK d lunt; unknown in rl( prnati* ‘^oit 
She tigli s, .ind l.iiK through pnnl^fl with his biand 

< 111 -.K nc«l sh«- difs , with si;;hs, with plaints and 1 l.ii a 
Aaikhcr death , Anjam n*\i ng* uu-nl ■ wt i"- 


"IVT 0\V in dark nji'iit was. all the wo- Id cinbarrcd , 

-i- N But yet the tired aimie*. luuk no test, 

The c.iicful French kept liecdfiil watLh .iiid w.iul, 

While their lii^h tower the wuikmen newly dre^bed. 

Tile Pa^an ciew to leinfurce picpaied 
The weakened bulwarks, late to eaith down kesl, • 

Then rampiers bioke and biiiiaed w^alU to mend, 
Lastly their huila the wounded kin;.’, his attcMid. 

Tlieir wounds weie dressed, part of the work w^to brou^^ln 
To wished end, part lelt to other days, ^ 

-.V dull desire to rest deep 'midnight wrou<;ht, 

His heavy rod ^eep on their eyelids lays ; 

Yet rested not Clonnda's working thought, 

Which thirsted still for fame and warli)je praise, 

Argantes eke accompanied the maid 
F rom place to place, which to herself thus said : * 

05 s ^ 



252 


JERUSALEM DRLIVFIRED. 


“ This day Arg.intcs strong, and Solyman, 

Strange ihings have done, and purchased great icnown, 

Among our foes out of the walls they ran, 

Their rains they broke and rent their engines down ; 

I used my l)ow, of nought else boast I can, 

My self stood safe meanwhile within this town, 

And hajipy was my shot, and prosperou^s too, 

But that was all a woman's hiind could do. 

“ On birds and beasts in forests wild that feed 
It were more fit mine arrows to bestow, 

Than for a feeble maid ki warlike deed 
With stiong and haidy knights hciself to show. 

Why take 1 not again my virgin’s weed. 

And speml my d.iys in secret cell unknow ? ’’ 

Thus thought, thus mused, thus devised the maid. 

And turning to the knight, at last thus said . ‘ 

“ My thoughts are full, my lord, of stiangc dcsiic 5 

Some high attempt of war to undeilakc, 

Whether high God my mind thercnitli inspire 
' Or of his will his God mankind doth make. 

Among our foes behold the light and lire, 

1 will among them wend, and burn or break 
The lower, God grant therein I have my will, 

And that pci formed, betide me good or ill. 

But if it fortune such my chance should be, 6 

That to thi3 town 1 never turn again, 
hime eunuch, whom I dearly love, with thee 
I leave my faithful maids, and all my train. 

To Eg>pt then conducted safely see 
Those woeful damsels and that aged swam. 

Help them, iny lord, m that distiessed case, 

Their feeble sex, his age, dcser\cth grace.” 

Argantes wondering stood, and felt the effect 7 

Of true reniiwn pierce through his gloiiuus mind. 

And wilt thou go,” ^[uoth he, “ and me nedect, 

Disgraced, despised, leave in this fort behind ? 

Shall 1 while these strong walls my life protect 
Behold thy flames anfti fires tossed in the wind, 

Nq, no, thy fellow have I been in arms, 

And^wiil be still, in praise, in death, in harms. 


/ 
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This heart of mine death's bitter stroke des}MbCth, 8 

P'or praise this life, for glory take this breath.” 

“ My soul the more,” quoth she, ‘‘ thy friendship prizelh. 

For this thy jiroffercd aid required uncath, 

1 but a woman am, no loss ansclh 
To this besieged city by my death, 

But if, as God forbid, this night thou fall, 

3 /Vh I who shall then, wh*^ can, defend this wall ^ 

“Too late these ’senses \ain,'’ the knight icphod, 9 

‘‘You bring , my will is tirm, my mind is set, 

I follow \ou wheroso you li^t me guide. 

Or go before if you my purpose let ” 

This said, they halted to the palace wide 
About their pi nice where all his loids w^rc met, 

Cloimda spoke for both, and said, “ Sir king, 

Adend my w'oids, hear, and allow the thing 

“ Argantes hcie, this bold and hardy knight. 

Will undcitakc to bum the wondroii'* tovvci, 

And I with him, only we stay till night 
Bury in sleep our foes at deadest h<iur.” 

The king wdth that cast up his hamU on height, 

The tears for joy upon his cheeks down pour 

“Praised,'’ quoth he, ‘‘be Macon whom wo sci\c. 

This land I see he keeps and will preserve : 

“ Nor shall so soon this shaken kingdom fall, i r 

While such unconquered hearts my state defend 
But for this act what praise ot guerdon shall 
I give your virtues, w'hich so far extend } 

Let fame your praises sound through nations all. 

And fill the w’orld therewith to cither end. 

Take half my wealth and kingdom for your meed ? 

You are rewarded half even with the deed. ’ 

Thus spake the prince, and gently gan distrain, 12 

Now him, now her, between his fiiondly arms : 

The Soldan by, no longer could refrain 
That noble e!lvy which his bosom waVms, 

‘ Nor I,” quoth he, “bear this broad sword in vain, 

Nor yet am unexpert in night alarmj. 

Take me with you : ah,” quoth CJorinda, “ no ! 

Whom leave we here of prowess if you go ? ” 
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This spoken, ready with a proud refuse 
Aigantcs was his proffered aid to scorn, 

Whom Aladine prevents, and with excuse 
To Sohiunn thus «*an his speeches torn : 

“ Ri”ht no])lc ])iince, as aye hath been your use 
Your self so still you bear and Ion*; have borne, 

]juld in .all acts, no dan^jer can »rfn;>ht 
Your lieart, nor tin5d is your^slrength with fi^ht. 

‘‘ If you went forth great things perform von would, 

In iny C( neeit yet far unfit it seems 

'lh.it you, who most exael in courage bold. 

At once should leave this town m these extreme-, 

’ I 

Nor would 1 that these tivain should le.ive thib hold. 
My lieaU.thcii noble lives far worthiei dutins. 

If this attempt of less importance were. 

Or weaker posts so great a w'eighl could bcai. 

But for well-guarded is the mighty tower 
With hardy troops and squadrons lound about, 

And cannot liarniL^d be with little power, 

* Nor fit the time to send whole armies out. 

This jiair who passed have many a die.adful stowre. 
And proffer now to piovc this ventuie stout. 

Alone to this attempt let them go forth, 

Alone than thousands of moie price and woitli 

“ Thou, as it best beseems a mighty king. 

With lead/ bands besides the gate attend, 

'fbat when tins couple have peifoiined the thing, 

And shall ag.nn their footsteps homcwMid bend, 
from then strong foes upon them following 
Thou mav’ot tlieri keep, picseivc, save and defend • ’ 
Thus s.aid the king, ‘‘The S-ddan must consent,'" 
Silent remained the Turk, and discontent. 

Then Ismen said, “You twain that undertake 
This hard attempt, a while I pray you sta>. 

Till I a wildfire of fine temper m.1ke. 

That this gieat engine burn to ashes may ; • 

Haply the guard that now dc»th w.atch .md w^ake. 

Will then He tiimblevl sleeping on the lay ; 

Thus they conclude, and in their chambeis sit, 

To wait the time for this adventure fit.” 
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Clonnda there her silver arms off lent, iS 

Her helm/licr shield, her haubeik shining oright, 

An aimoui black as jet or coal she hent, 

Wherein withouten plume herself she dight ; 

For thus disguised amid her toes she meant 
'lo pjba unseen, by help of friendly night, 

1 1 whom her eunuch, old Arsetes, c.ime, 
xfut from her ciatlle nuisell ana kf*pt the dame, 

I'his aged sire had followed far and ne ir, 19 

Thiough lands and seas, the stioiig and haidy m iid. 

He saw her leave her arms and wonted gear. 

Her dang^T nigh that sudden ciiange foiesaid * 
lly his white locks from black that changed were 
In following her the woeful man her piayed, , 

lj\ all liiT service and his taken pain, 

To leave that fond attempt, but piaycd m \ain. 

“At la*^t,’’ ciLioth he, “since haidened lo tlnne ill, 20 

Thy ciuel heait is to thy loss piepaied 

That my weak age, nor teats that down distil, 

Not liumble suit, nor plaint, thou list regard; 

Attend aw'bile, strange things unfold I will, 

Hear both thy biith and high estate declared ; 

Follow iny counsel, or thv will that done,*' 

She sat to hear, the eunuch thus begun : 

“ SenapLis 1 tiled, and \ct perchance doth reign 21 

In mighty Ktluop, and her deserts waste, 

The loie of Christ both he and all his train 
Of peo])le black, hath kept and long embraced, 

To him a Pagan was I sold foi gain. 

And w'llh his (lueen, as her chief eunuch, jdaced ; 

Black w’as this queen as jet, yet on hei e\ es 
Sw'cot loveliness, in black attired, lies. 

“ The fire of love and fiost of jealousy, 2 2 

Her husband’s troubled soul alike torment, , 

The tide of fond suspicion flow’^d high, , 

The foe to love and plague to sw’eet content, 

He mewed her up from sight of mortal eye, 

Nor day he wmnld hi-, beams on her haii bent^: 

She, wise and lowly, by her husband’s pleasure, 

Her joy, her peace, her will, her wish did measure. 
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“ Her prison wns a chamber, painted lound 23 

With goodly portraits and with stories old. 

As white as snow there stood a virgin bound, 

llesidcs a dragon fierce, a champion boUl 

The monster did with poignant spear through wound. 

The gored beast lay dead upon the mould ; 

The gentle queen before this image Liid^ 

She plained, she mourned, she wept, she sighed, she played ■ 

“At Inst with child she pro\ed, and foith slic brought, 24 
And thou ait she, a daughter lair and bright. 

In her thy colour white «icw terror wrought, 

She wondered on thy face wdth stiange affright, , 

But yet she purposed in her fearful thought 
To hide tfiec from the king, thy father ’i> sight. 

Lest thy bright hue ‘should his suspect approve. 

For seld a ciow begets a silver dove. • 

“And to her spouse to show she was disposed 25 

A negro's babe late born, in room of thee, 

And for the tower w^hcicin she lay enclo'^ed, 

Was with her damsels only wond and me, 

To me, on whose true faith she most rejioscd, 

She gave thee, ere thou couldest chiistcncd be, 

Nor could I since find means thee to bapti/c. 

In Pagan lands thou knowest it’s not the gui^c. 

“To me she gave thee, and she w’cpt withal, 26 

To foster thee in some far distant place, 

Who can her griefs and plaints to reckoning c.ill. 

How oft she swooned at the last embiace : 

Jler streaming tears amid her kisses fall, 

Hcr\ighs, her dire complaints did interlace^ 

And looking up at last, ‘ O (.»od,’ quoth she, 

‘ Who dost my heart and inward mourning see. 

If mind and body spotless to this day, 27 

If I have kfpt my bed still undefiled. 

Not for myself a sinful wretch I pfray, 

That in thy presence am an abject vilde, ^ 

Preseive this babe, whose mother must denay 
To nourish it, preserve this harmless child, 

Oh let it live, and chaste like me itViake, 

Bit for good fortune elsewhere sample take. 
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‘‘Thou heavenly soldier which deliveied hast *28 

That sacred virgin from the serpent old. 

If on thinc altars I have offerings placed, 

And sacrificed myrrh, frankincense and gold. 

On this poor child thy heavenly looks down cast. 

With gracious eye this silly babe behold ; 

This said, her strength and living sprite was lied, 

Sh'j sighed, she groaned, she swooned in her bed. 

“ Weeping 1 took thee, in a little chest, 20 

Covered with heibs and leaves, I brought thee out 
So secretly, that none of all the rest 
Of such an act suspicion had or doubt, 

To wilderness my steps I first addiessed, 

Whole hoi rid shades enclosed me round about, 

A tigress there I met, in whose fierce eyes 
Fury md wrath, rage, death and tcrroi lies : 

“ Up to a tree I leaped, and on the grass, 30 

Such was my sudden fear, I left thee lying. 

To thee the beast with furious course did pa^'S, 

With cuiious looks upon thy visage prying, 

All suddenly both meek and mild she was, 

With friendly cheer thy tender body eyeing : 

At last she licked thee, and with gesture mild 
About thee played, and thou upon her smiled. 

“ Her fearful muz/Ic full of dreadful threat, 3 1 

In thy weak hand thou took’st withoiiten (head ; 

The gentle beast with milk-oiitst retched teat. 

As nurses' custom, proffered thee to feed. 

As one that wondeicth on some marvel gieat, 

I stood this while amazed at the deed. 

When thcc she saw well filled and satisfied, 

Unto the woods again the tigress hied. 

“ She gone, down fiom the tree I came in haste, 32 

And took thee up, and on my journey wend, 

Within a little thorp I stayed at last, 

And to a nurse tWe charge of thee commend, 

And sporting with thee there long time I passed. 

Till tenn of sixteen months were brough* to end, 

And thou begun, as little children do, 

AVith half clipped words to prattle, and to go. 
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But having passed the August of mine age, 

When more than half my tap of life was lun, 

Rich by lewards given by your mother sage, 

For merits past, and service yet undone, 

I longed to leave this wandering pilgrimage, 

And in my native soil again to won, 

To get some seely home 1 had desire, 

Loth still to warm me at atiother’s fire. 

“ To Egypt-ward, whcie I was born, I went, 

And bf'ie thee with me, by a rolling flood. 

Till 1 with savage thieves well nigh w’as licnt , 
Before the brook, the thieves behind me stood : . 
Thee to forsake 1 never could consent, 

And gladly would I ^scape those outlaw^ wood, 

Into the flood I leaped far from the biiiii, 
hly left hand bore thee, with the light I swmi. 

“ Swift WMs the current, in the middle stream 
A whiilpool gaped with devouring jaws. 

The gulf, on such mishap ere I could dteain, 

Into his deep abyss my carcass draws, 

Thcie I foisouk thee, the wild wateis seem 
To pity thee, a gentle wind there blow’S 

Whose friendly juiffs safe to the shore thee drive, 
Wheie wet and weary I at last arrive ; 

“ 1 took thee up, and in my dream that night. 

When buried w’as the w'orld in sleep and shade, 

I saw a champion clad in armour bright, 

That o*er my head shaked a flaming blade. 

He said, * I chaigc thee execute aright, 

That charge thi^' infant's mother on thee laid, 

Baptize the child, high Heaven esteems her dear. 
And 1 her keeper will attend het near; 

“ ‘ I will her keep, defend, save and protect, 

I made the waters mild, the tigress tame, 

0 wfetch that hcavjenly warning dost reject 1 ' 

The warrior vanished having said the same, 

1 rose and journeyed on my v^ay direct 
Wh4i||>lushiag mom from Tithon’s bed forth Came, 

£ ^or my faith is true Aild sure I ween, 

d dreams are false, you still unchtistened been. 



JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 


2 


“A Pagan^theicfoie thee I fostered have, 38 

Nor of thy birth the truth did ever tell, 

Since you increased are in courage brave, 

Your sex and nature s-sclf you both excel, 

P^ull many a realm have you made bond and slave, 

Your fortunes last yourself icmcmbcr well, 

And how in peace and \var,^in joy and teen, 

I h'ive your servant, and your tutor been. 

“ Last morn, from skies ere stais exiled were, 39 

In deep and deathlike sleep my senses drowned, 

The self-same vision did again appear,* 

With stoimy ^^rathful looks, and thundering sound, 

‘Viliam,’ quoth he, ‘^within shoit while thy dear 
Must change her life, and lca\e this sinful ground, • 

Thine be the lo*-s, the torment, and the care,' 

This s*aid, he lied through skies, through clouds and air, 

“ Hear then my joy, my hope, my darling, hear, 

High Heaven some* due mi'*foitune threatened hath, 

Di'^pleascd p«iidio, because I did thee lere 
A lore repugnant to thy parents' faith ; 

Ah, for iny sake, this bold attempt forbear ; 

Put off these sable anna, appease thy wrath.’' 

This said, he '\ei)t, Uie pensive stood and sad. 

Because like dream herself but lately ha^. 

With cheerful smile she answ'cred him at last, 

“ I will this faith observe, it seems me true, 

Which from my ci*adle age thou taught me hast ; 

I w'lll not change it for religion new, 

Nor with vain shows of fear and dread aghast 
This entei prise forbear I to pursue. 

No, not if death m his most dreadful face 
Wherewith he scareth mankind, kept the place.” 

Approachen gaii the time, while thus she spake, 

Wherein they ought that drejidtul hazard try; • 

She to Argantes \^ent, who should partake 
Of her renown and praise, or with her die. 

Ismen with words more hasty still did make 
Their virtue great, which by itself did fly® • 

Two balls he gave them made of holltjw brass, 

Wherem enclosed Are, pitch, and brimstone was. 
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And forth they went, and over dale and hill 43 

They hasted forward with a speedy pace, , 

Unseen, unmarked, undcscricd, until 
Beside the engine close themselves they place, 

New courage theio their swelling hearts did fill. 

Rage in their breasts, fury shown in their face, 

They yearned to blow the fire, and draw the swoid 
The watch descried them ‘both, and gave the word, 

Silent they passrd on, the watch begun 44 

To rear a huge alarm with hideous cries, 

Tliciewith the hardy ..couple forward run 
To execute their valiant enterprise : 

So from a cannon or a roaring gun 

At ongc the n 01:^0, the flame, and bullet flics, 

They run, they give the charge, begin the fiay. 

And all at once their foes break, spoil and slay.* 

They passed fir?t through thousand thousand blous, 45 

And then jicrformdd their designiiicnt bold, 

A fiery ball each on the engine throws. 

The stuff was diy, the fire took <|uickly hold, 

F'unous upon the timber ’work it grows, 

How it increased cannot well be told, 

How it crept up the piece, and how to skies 

The burning sparks and towering smoke upflie.**. 

« 

A mass of solid fire burning bright 46 

Rolled up in smouldering fumes, there bursleth out. 

And there the blustering winds add strength and might 
And gather close the sparsed flames about : 

The Frenchmen trembled at the dreadful light, 

To arms in haste and fear ran all the rout, 

Down fell the piece dreaded so much in war. 

Thus what long days do make one hour doth mar. 

Two Christian bands this while came to the place 47 

With spiked y haste, where they beheld the fire, 

Argantes to them cried w'ith scornful grace, 

** Youi blood shall quench these flames, sAid quench mine ire : ” 
This said, the maid and he with sober pace 
Drew back, ^ and the banks themselves retire. 

Faster than brooks which falling showers increase 
Their foes augment, and faster on them press. 
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The gilden port was opened, and forth stepped 48 

With all his» soldiers bold, the Turkish king, 

Keady to aid the two his force he kept. 

When fortune should them home with conquest bung, 

Over the bars the hardy couple Icaj^t 
And after them a band of Chiistians lling, 

Whom Solyman diove b.ick with coinage stout, 

And shut the gate, but shut tlonnda out. 

Alone was she shut forth, for in that liour 49 

Wherein they closed the port, the \ irgin went, 

' And full of heat and wrath, her strengtji and ])owcr 
Gainst Arimon, that struck her erst, slie bent. 

Slit slew llie kmght, nor Argant m that stowic 
Wist of hci parting, ot her tierce intent, 

'J'he fight, the press, the night, and d.iiksomc skic:. 

Care fjoin his heait had ta’en, sight from his c>es, 

but when appeased was her angry mood, 50 

Her fury calmed, and settled was her head, 

She saw the gales w'erc shut, and liow she stood 

Amid liei foes, she licld herself for dead ; , 

While none her maikod at last she thought it good, 

To save her life, some other path to tread, 

She feigned her one of them, arid dose her drew 
Amid the press that none her saw or knew : 

Then as a wolf guilty of some misdeed 5 1 

Klies to some giove to hide himself from view, 

So favoured with the night, with secret speed 
Dissevered from the press the damsel tiew : 

Tancred alone of her escape took heed, 

He on that quarter was arrived new, • * 

When Arimon she killed he thither came, 

He saw it, marked it, and pursued the dame. 

He deemed she was some man gf mickle might, 52 

And on her person would he worship w'ln, ^ 

Over the hills the nymph he** journey dight 
Towards another ^01 1, there to get in : 

With hideous noise fast after spurred the kmgln, 

She heard and stayed, and thus her worc^ begin, 

“ What haste hast thou ? ride softly, take thy breath. 

What bringest thou ? ” He answered, War and death.” 
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“And war and death," quoth she, “here mayest thou get 53 
If thou for battle come,” with that she stayed : 

Tancred to ground his foot in haste down set, 

And left his steed, on foot he saw the maid, 

Their courage hot, their ire and wrath they whet, 

And either champion drew a trenchant blade. 

Together ran they, and together stioke, 

Like two fierce bulls whom raye and love piovoke. 

* 

Worthy of royal lists and brightest day, 54 

Worthy a golden trump and laurel crown, 

The actions were and wonders of that fray 
Which sable night did'in dark bosom drown : 

Yet night, consent that I their acts display 
And n.ake their deeds to future ages kn nvn, 

And ra records of long enduring ^tory 

Enrol their praise, their fame, their wortli and glory. 

They neither shrunk, nor vantage sought of ground, 55 

They traverse not, nor skipped from part to part. 

Their blows were neither false nor feigned found, 

The night, their rage would let them use no art, 

* Their swords together clash with dreadful sound. 

Their feet stand fast, and neither stir noi start, 

They move their hands, steadf ist their feet leinain. 

Nor blow nor foin they struck, or thrust in vain 

t 

Shame bred desire a sharp rc\engc to take, 56 

And vengeance taken gave new cause of shame : 

So that with haste and little heed they strake, 

Fuel enough they had to feed the flame : 

At last so close their battle fierce they make, 

•They could not wield their swords, so nigh they ramc, 

They used the hilts, and each on other rushed, 

And helm to helm, and shield to shield they ciushcci. 

Thrice his strong arms he folds about her wai^t, 57 

And thrice was forced to let llie viigin go. 

For she disdaini^d to be so embraced, 

No lover would have strained liis mistress : 

They took their swords again, and each enchased 
Deep wounds m the soft flesh of his strong foe, 

Till weak and we^ry, foint, alive uneath, 

They both retired at once, at once took breath. 
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I-ach other long beheld, and leaning stood 

Upon their swords, whose points in’ earth were pight, 

When day-break, rising from the eastern flood, 

I'ut forth the thousand eyes of blindfold nijht ; 
Tancred beheld his foe’s out-btreannng blood, 

And gaping wounds, and \i\axcd pioud with the sight, 
Oh vanity of man’s unstable mind, 

Puffed up with every bhist of friendly wind ! 

\Vhv joy’st thoii, wretch ? Oh, what shall be thy gain 
What trophy for this conqncbt is'l thou rears ? 

Thine eyes shall shed, in case thou be not slain, 

For every drop of blood a sea of tears*: 

The bleeding wariiors leaning thus icniain, 

ICach one to speak one word long time forbears, 
Tancred the silence broke at last, and said, • 

For he would know with whom this fight he made : 

■ 

Evil is our chance and hard our fortune is 
Who here in silence, and in shade debate, 

Where light of sun and witness all we miss 
That should our prowess and our praise dilate : 

It words ill arms find place, yet grant me this, 

Tell me Iny name, thy countiy, and estate; 

That 1 mny know, this dangerous combat done, 
Whom I have conquered, or who hath me won.” 

• 

“ What I nill tell, you ask, ’ quoth she, “ in vain, 

Nor mo\ed by piayer, nor constrained by power, 

Put thus much know, I am one of those twain 
Winch late wath kindled fire destro\ed the tower.^' 

'1 ancred at her proud w'ords sivelled with disdain, 

“ That hast thou said,” quoth he, “ in evil hour ; 

Thy vaunting speeches, and thy silence both, 
Uncivil wretch, hath made my heart more wroth.” 

Ire in their chafdd bi casts renewed the fray, 

Fierce was the fight, though feeble were their might, 
Their strength was gone, their cunning was away,. 
And fury in their stead maintained the flight, 

Their swords botfi points and edges sharp embay 
In purple blood, whereso they hit or light, 

And if weak life yet in their bosoms Ijp, . 

They lived because they both disdained to die. 
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As -^gean seas when storms be calmed again 63 

That lolled their tumbling waves with troublous blasts, 

Do yet of tempests past some shows retain, 

And here and there their swelling billows casts ; 

So, though their strength were gone and might were vain, 

Of their first fierceness still the fury la^ts. 

Wherewith sustained, they to their tackling stood. 

And licaped wound on wound, and blood on blood. 

Ilut now, alas, the fatal hour arrives 64 

Tli.it licr oweet life muat leave that tender hold, 

His sword into her bos^om deep he drives. 

And bathed m lukewarm blood his iron cold, 
lletwx’en her breasts the cruel weapon ri\cs * 

Her curious squaie, embossed with swelling gold. 

Her l^nees grow weak, the pains of death she leels, 

And like a falling cedar bends and reels. , 

The prince his hand upon her shield doth stretch, C5 

And low on eailh the wounded damsel la\cth, 

And while she fell, with w^eak and woeful speech, 

Her players last and last complaints she sa\cth, 

A spirit new did her those prayers leach, 

Spirit of hope, of chaiity, and faith ; 

And though her life to Chi 1st lebellious were, 

Yet died she His child and handmaid dear. 

« 

“Friend, thou hast w'on, I pardon thee, nor save 60 

This body, that all torments can endure, 

But save my soul, baptism I dying ciave, 

Come w'ash aw'ay my sins with watcis pure : 

His heait relenting nigh m sunder rave, 

'Wtfh woeful speech of that sweet cieature. 

So that his rage, his wiath, and anger died. 

And on his cheeks salt tears for ruth down slide. 

With murmur loud down from the mountain's side 67 

A little runnel tumbled near the place, 

Thither he*’ ran and filled his hel^iet wide, 

And quick returned^to do that wwk of graqe, 

With trembling hands her beaver he untied, 

Which done he saw, and seeing, knew her face. 

And lost th'ferewitn his speech and moving quite, 

Oh woeful knowledge, ah unhappy sight ! 
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He didd not, but all his strength unites, 68 

And to his virtues ga\c his heart in guard, 
llridling his grief, with water he rt^quites 
The life that he bereft with iron hard, 

And while the sacred words the knight recites, 

The n\nnph to heaven with joy herself jirepared ; 

And as her life decays her joys increase, 

She smiled and said, Fa/ewell, I die in peace.” 

As violets blue moiigst lilies pine men throw, 69 

So paleness midst her native white begun ; 

Her looks to heaven she cast, their c^yes I tiow 
Dowiiwaid for pity bent both heaven and sun. 

Her n.ikcU hand she gave the knight, in show 
Of love and peace, her speech, alas, was done, 

And thus the virgin fell on endless sleep, — 

Lov'», licauty, Virtue, for your darling weep I 

But when he saw her gentle soul was went, 70 

His manly courage to relent began, 

Oiief, soriow, anguish, sadness, discontent, 

Free empire got and lordship on the man, 

His life within his heart they close up pent, 

Death through his senses and his visage ran : 

Like his dead lady, dead seemed Tancred good. 

In paleness, stillness, wounds and streams of blooil 

And his weak sprite, to be unbodied 7 1 

From fleshly prison fice that ceastless strived. 

Had followed her fair soul but lately fled 
Had not a Christian squadron there arrived, 

To seek fresh water thither haply led, 

And found the princess dead, and him deprived 
Of signs of life ; yet did the knight remain 
On live, nigh dead, for her himself had slain. 

Their guide far off the prince knew by his shield, 72 

And thither hasted full of grief and fear, 

Her dead, him seeming so, he there beheld, 

And for that strange mishap shed many’ a tcai ; 

He would not leave the corpses fair in field 
For food to wolves, though she a Pagaij were, 

But in their arms the soldiers both uphent, * 

And both lamenting brought to Tancred’s lent. 
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With those dear burdens to their cantp they pass, ^ 73 

Yet would not that dead seeming knight awake, ^ 

At la-.t he deeply groaned^ which token \\as 
Ills feeble soul had not her flight yet take 
The other lay a still and heavy mass. 

Her spirit had that earthen cage forsake; 

Thus were they bi ought, and thus they piaccki were 
In sundry rooms, yet both adjoining near. 

All skill and art his careful servants used 74 

'I'o life attain their dying loid to bring, 

At last his eyes unclosed, with tears suffused, 

He felt their hands and'hcard their whispering, 

Hut how he thither came long time he mused, • 

His mind astonished was with eveiy thing , 

He ga?ed about, his squires m fine he knew, 

Then weak and woeful thus liis plaints out threw : ^ 

“What, live I yet ? and do I bieathe and see 75 

Of thi-s accurs< 5 d day the hateful light ? 

This spiteful ray ^\hlch still upbraidctli me 
With that accuis( 5 d deed I did this night, 

^Ah, coward hand, afraid why should’st thou be, 

Thou instrument of death, shame and despite. 

Why shoiild'st thou fear, with sharp and trenrliant knife, 

To cut the thread of this blood-guilty Iite ? 

< 

“ Pierce through this bosom, and my cruel heart 76 

I n pieces cleave, break every siring and vein ; 

Hut thou to slaughtcis vile which u-ed ait, 

'I'hmk’st It were pity so to ease my pain : 

Of luckless love therefore in torments* smart 
A‘ sqjfi example must I still remain, 

A woeful monster of unhappy love, 

Who still mils I live, lest death his comfort prove • 

“Still must I live in anguish, grief, and care ; 77 

Furies my guilty conscience that torment, 

The ugly shkdes, dark night, and troubled air 
In grisly forms her slaughter still present, ^ 

Madness and death about my bed repair, 

Hell gapeth wide to swallow up this tenl ; 

Swift from iiTj'self Trun, myself I fear, 

Yet still my hell within myself I bear. 
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“ But where, alas, where be those lelics sw^et, 

Wherein ijvvelt late all love, all joy, all good ? 

My fury left them cast in open street, 

Some beast hath torn her flesh and* licked her blood, 
Ah noble prey ! for savage beast unmeet, 

Ah sweet ’ too sweet, and far t(»o precious food, 

Ah, seely nymph ! whom night and daiksome shade 
To beasts, and mo, far woi§c than beasts, betrayed 

But where you be, if still you be, I w’cnd 
To gather up those relics dear at least. 

But if some beast hath from the hilU descend. 

And on her tender bowels made his feast, 

Let that ft'll monster me in pieces nmd. 

And deep entomb me in his hollow chest ; 

For wheie she buried is, there shall I have • 

A stately tomb, a iich and costly grave.** 

Thus mourned the knight, his squiies liim told at last, 
'I'hey had her there for whom those tears he shed ; 

A beam of comfort his dim eyes outcast, 

lake lightning through thick clouds of daikness spread, 

'1 he heavy burden of his limbs in haste, 

\\ith mickle pain, he drew foith of his bed, 

And scant of strength to stand' to move or go, 
Thither he staggered, reeling to and fro. 

• 

When he came there, and in her breast espied 
Ills handiwoik, that deep and cruel wound, 

And her sweet face with leaden paleness dyed, 

Where beauty late spread forth her beams around, 

He trembled so, that nere his squiies beside 
To hold him up, he had sunk down to ground. 

And said, “ O face in death still sweet and fair i 
Thou canst not sweeten yet my grief and caie : 

“ O fair right hand, the pledge of faith and love t 
Given me but late, too late, in sign of peace, 

How haps it now thou cansj, not stir nor move ? * 

And you, dear limbs, now laid in rest and ease, 

Through which my cruel blade this flood-gate rove, 

Your pains have end, my torments never cease, 

O hands, O cruel eyes, accursed alike*! * 

You gave the wound, you gave them light to strike. 



268 ' JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 


“ But thither now run forth my guilty blood, 83 

’ Whither my plaints, my sorrows cannot wend.” 

He said no more, but, as ]iis passion wood 
inforedd him, he gan to tear and rend 
His hair, his face, his wounds, a purple flood 
Did from each side in 1 oiling streams descend. 

He had been slain, but that his pain and woe 
Bereft his senses, and preserved him so. 

Cast on his bed his squires recalled his sprite 84 

To execute again her hateful chatgc, 

But tattling fame the sojrows of the knight 
And hard mischance had told this while at large : 

Godficy and all his loids of worth and might. 

Ran thither, and the duty would discharge 

Of friendship true, and with sweet words tne rage 
Of bitter gnef and woe they would assuage. • 

But as a mortal w'ound the more doth smart 85 

The more it searched is, handled or sought ; 

So Iheii sweet w^ords to his al dieted heart 
^More giicf, more anguish, pain and torment brought 
But reverend I’etcr that w'ould set apart 
Care of his sheep, as a good shepherd ought. 

His vanity with giave advice leproved 

And told what mourning Christian knights behoved . 

« 

O Tancred, Tancred, how far different 86 

From thy beginnings good these follies be ? 

What makes thee deuf ? what hath thy eyesight blent 
What mist, what cloud thus oxershadeth thee? 

This is a warning good from heaven down sent, 

'^'%t Wis advice thou canst not hear nor see 
Who calleth and conducts thee to the way 
From which thou willing dost and witting stray 

“To worthy actions and achievements fit 87 

For Christian knights He W'ould thee home recall ; 

But thou hast left that course and changed it, 

To make thyself a heathen damsel’s thral) ; « 

But see, thy grief and sorrow’s painful fit 
Is made the rod to scourge thy sins withal, 

Of thine own* good thyself the means He makes. 

Bur thou His mercy, goodness, grace forsakes. 
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“ Thou dost refuse of heaven the proffered grace, 88 

And gainst it still rebel with sinful ire, 

O wictch ’ O whither doth thy rage thee chase ? 

Refrain thy grief, bridle thy fond desire, 

At hell’s wide gate vain sorrow doth thee place, 
borrow, misfortune’s son, despair's foul fire : 

O see thine evil, thy plaint and woe refrain, 

The guides to death, to hell, and endless pain. ' 

This said, his will to die the patient 89 

Abandoned, that second death he feared, 

These words of comfort to his heart down went. 

And that dark night of sorrow somewhat clcarcfl , 

V."et now and then his grief deep sighs forth sent. 

His \oice shrill plaints and sad laments oft reared. 

Now to himself, now to his murdered love. 

He* spoke, %vho heard perchance from heaven al)o\e 

Till Pheebus^ rising from his evening fall 90 

To her, for hei, he mourns, he calls, he cues ; 

The nightingale so when her children small 

Some churl lakes before their parents’ eyes, , 

Alone, dismayed, quite bare of comforts all, 

Tires with complaints the seas, the shores, the skies, 

Till in sweet sleep against the morning bright 
She fall at last; so mourned, so slept the knight. 

And clad in starry veil, amid his dream, 

For whose sweet sake he mourned, appealed the maid, 91 
f'airer than erst, yet wuth that heavenly beam 
Not out of knowledge was her lovely shade, 

With looks of ruth her eyes celestial seem 
To pity his «:ad plight, and thus she said, 

“ Behold how fair, how glad thy love appearu, 

And for my sake, my dear, forbear these tears. 

“ Thine be the thanks, my soul thou mndcst Iht 9-5 

At unawares out of her earthly nest. 

Thine be the thanks, tho« hast advanced it 
In Abraham’s ‘Gear bosom long to rest! 

There still I love thee, there for T.incied ht 
A seat prepared is among the blest ; ^ 

There in eternal joy, eternal light. 

Thou shalt thy love enjoy, and she her knight ; 


\ 
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** Unless thyself, thyself heaven’s joys envy, 

And thy vain sorrow thee of bliss deprive, 

Live, know I love thee, that I mil deny, 

As angels, men : as saints may wights on live : ” 

This said, of zeal and love forth of her eye 
An hundred glorious beams bright shining drive. 

Amid which rays herself she closed from sight. 

And with new joy, new comfbrt left her knight. 

Thus comforted he waked, and men disci cet 
In surgeiv to cure his wounds were sought, 

Meanwhile of his dear lV)ve the relics sweet. 

As best he could, to grave with pomp lie brought : * 
Her tomb w not of varied Spartan greet. 

Nor vet l^v cunning hand of Scopas wrought,* 

But built of p dished stone, and thereon l.iid 
The lively shape and portrait of the maid. • 

With sacred burning lamps in order long 

And mournful pomp the corpse was bioiight to grouiid 

Her arms upon a leafless pine were hung, 

«^rhe hearse, with C5»’pieS3 ; arms, with laurel crow'ued . 
Next day the prince, w’hose love and courage strong 
Drew forth his limbs, w’eak, feeble, and unsound, 

To visit w’cnt, with care and reverence meet, 

The buried ashes of his mistress sweet : 

Before her new^-made tomb at last arrived, 

The w'oeful pribon of his living bpnte, 

Tale, cold, sad, comfortless, of sense depiived, 

Upon the marble grey he fixed hi'* sight, 

l^wo Streams of tears w'cre from his eyes derived : 

Thus with a sad “Alas I began the knight, 

“ O marble dear on my dear mistress placed ’ 

My flames Witnin, without iny teais thou hast. 

“ Not of dead bones art thou the mournful grave, 

But of quicks love the fortress and the liold, 

Still in my heart thy^^vonted brands 1 have 
More bitter far, alas ' but not more cold ; 

Receive these sighs, these kisses sw’cet receive, 

In liquid drops«of meking tears enrolled, 

And give them to that body pure and chaste. 

Which in thy bosom cold entombed thou hast. 
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“ For if her happy soul her eye doth bend 
On that sweet body which it lately dressed, 

My love, thy pity cannot her offend. 

Anger and wrath is not in angeh blessed, 

She pardon will the trespass of her friend, 

That hope relieves me with these pnefs opprcs^ecl, 
This hand she knows hath only sinned, not 1, 
Who living loved her, and for love now die : 

‘‘And loMiig will I die, oh happy day 
Whene er it chanceth ! but oh far more blessed 
If as about thy polished sides 1 stray, 

My bones within thy hollow gra\e might rest, 

"I ogether should in heaven our spirits stay. 
Together should our bodies he in chest ; 

So happy death should join what life doth sovei, 
O D^aih, O Life ! sweet both, both blessed e\er 

Meanwhile the news in that besieged town 
Of this mishap was whispered here and there, 
forthwith It spread, and lot too tiuc W’as known, 
Her w’oeful loss was talked every wheie, 

Mingled with cries and plaints to heaven upthrowm 
As if the city’s self new taken were 

With conqueiing foes, or as if flame and lire. 

Nor house, nor church, nor street had left enliie 

But all men's c)cs were on Aisetcs bent, 

His sighs w^cie deep, Ins looks full of de^paii, 

Out of his woeful eyes no tear there went, 

His heart was hardened with his too much caic, 

His silver locks w'lth dust he foul besprent, 

He knocked his breast, his face he rent and tare. 
And while the ptess flocked to the eiiiuicli old, 
Thus to the people spake Argantes bold : 

“ I would, when first I knew the haidy maid 
Excluded was among her Christian foes, ^ 

Have followed her to give l^r timely aid^ 

Or by her side tills breath and life to lose. 

What did I not, or what left I unsaid 
To make the king the gates again uncl^e ? 

But he denied, his power did aye restrain 
My will, my suit was waste, my speech was vain 
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“Ah, had I. gone, I would from danger free 103 

Have brought to Sion that sweet nymph again, 

Or in the bloody fight, vihere killed was she, 

In her defence there nofily have been slain : 

Rut what could I do more ? the counsels be 
Of God and man gainst my dcsignments plain. 

Dead is Clorinda fair, laid in cold grave, 

Let me revenge her whom J could not save. 

“ Jerusalem, hear what Argantes saith, 104 

Hear Heaven, and if he break his oath and woid, 

Upon this head cast thunder in thy wrath : 

I will destroy and kill that Christian loid 
Who this fair dame by night thus murdeied hath. 

Nor from my side I will ungird this swoid 
Till Tancred’s heart it cleave, and shed his blood, 

And leave his coipse to w'olves and crows for food ’ 

This said, the people with a joyful shout 105 

Applaud his speeches and his words approve. 

And calmed their grief in hope the boaster stout 
Would kill the prince, who late had slam his love. 

0 promise vain * it otherwise fell out : 

Men purpose, but high gods dispose above, 

For underneath his sword this boaster died 
Whom thus he scorned and threatened in liia piide. 
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GOPFREY OF BULLOIGNE. 


Tim ARGUMENT. 

Ismeno sfts to guard tho forf'-t i»ld 
'1 ho \\i( kod sprites, vvhdso ugly shapes affray 
And put to tliglit the men, whusi LiIhhii would 
'Vo ilu*ir daik shades let in heaven’s golden r.iy : 
Thither goes fancied haidy, faithlul, bold. 

But foolish pity lets him not a^sav 

Ills strength and courage heat tin* Chiistian power 
Annoys, whom to leftesh God sends a showei 


B ut scant, dissolved into ashes cold, 

The smoking tower fell on the scorchtVl grass, 
When new device found out the enchanter old 
By w'hich the town besieged seemed was. 

Of timber fit liia foes deprive he would. 

Such terror bred that late consumed mass . 

So that the strength of Sion’s walls to shake. 

They should no tuircts, rams, nor engines make. 

From (jodfrey’s camp a giove a little way 
Amid the valleys deep grow's out of sight, • 

Thick with old trees whosc^iorrid arms display 
An ugly shade, iflce everlasting night ; 

Theic when the sun spiea<ls forth his clearest ray, 

Dim, thick, uncertain, gloomy seems the light *, 

As when in cvcufig, day and daikncss strive 
Which should his foe from our horizon drive. 

a73 S 
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But when the sun his chnir in seas doth steep, 

Night, hoiror, daikness thick the place invade, 

Which veil the mortal eyes with blindness deep 
And with sad terror make weak hearts afraid, 

Thither no groom drives forth his lendei sheep 
To browse, or ease their faint m cooling shade, 

Nor traveller nor pilgrim there to enter, 

So awful seems that foiest old, daie venture. 

United there the ghosts and goblins meet 
To frolic with their males in silent night. 

With dragons* wings some cleave the welkin fleet. 

Some nimbly run o’er hilK and valleys light, 

A wicked troop, that wnth allurement sweet 
Draws sinful man from that is good and right. 

And theie wnih hellish pomp their banquets bi ought 
They solemnise, thus the vain Pagans thought 

No twust, no twig, no bough nor branch, iheieforc, 

The Saracens cut fioin that sacred spiing ; 

But yet the Christians spared ne’er the more 
The trees to earth wuth cutting steel to bi mg : 

Thither w’cnt ismen old wulh trusses hoar, 

When night on all ihi^ earth spiead forth her wnng, 
And there in silence deaf and inirksome shade 
His characters and circles a am he made : 

He in the ciiclc set one fool unshod. 

And whispered dreadful charms in ghastly w’isc, 

Three times for wutchciaft lovedi numbers odd, 

Toward the east he gaped, wcstw’aid thnee, 

He struck the earth thiicc with liis ch.umed rod 
’vV'lierewilh dead bones he makes from giave to rise. 
And thrice the ground with naked fool he smote. 

And thus he cried loud, w ith thundering note : 

“Hear, hear, you spirits all that whilom fell, 

Cast down from heaven wuth dint of roanng thunder ; 

Hear, you amid the empty air tl^^t dwell 

And storms and showers pour on these kin^idoms under 

Hear, all you devils that he in deepest hell 

And rend with torments damndd ghobts asunder, 

And of those lands of death, of pain and fear, 

Thou monarch great, great Dis, great Pluto hear ! 



yERUSALEM DELIVERED, 


“ Keep \ou this foicat well, keep eveiy tree, 
Numbered. I ‘;ive you them and truly told ; 

As souls of men in bodies clothed be 
So every plant a sprite shall hide and hold. 

With tiembling fear make all the Christians flee 
When they presume to cut these coclars old : ” 

This said, his charms he gan again repeat, 

Which none can say but they that use like feat. 

At those stiange speeches, still night's splendent fiic 
Quenched llioir lights, and shrunk away for doubt, 

'I he feeble moon her silver beams retires. 

And wnapt her horns w’ith folding clouds about. 
I'lncn his^spiitcs to come %vith siited requires, 

“ Why cume you not, you evei d.imned lout.^ 

Why tairy you so long pardie you stay ^ 

Till stronger chai ms and greater w’ords I say. 

“ 1 have not yet forgot for w’ant of use, 

What dieadful teims belong this sacied feat, 

IMv tongue, if still your sliibboin heails lefiise, 

That b(^ miRli dreaded name can well lepcat, 

Which heaid, great Dis cannot himself excuse, 

But hither urn from his eternal seat, 

O great and fearful!’’ — More’hc w’ould have said, 
But that he saw' the sturdy spiites obeyed 

• 

Legions of devils by thousands thither come, 

Such as in sparsed air their biding make. 

And tlioLRands also which by Heavenly doom 
Condemned he in deep Aveinus lake. 

But slow they came, displeased all and S(»me 
Because those woods they should in keeping take, 
Yet they obeyed and look the charge in hand. 

And under every branch and leaf they stand. 

When thus his cursed w’ork performed w'as, 

The wizaid to his king declared the feat, 

“My lord, let fear, let doubt* and sorrow pass, * 
Henceforth in saO^ty stands your regal seit, 

Your foe, as he supposed, no mean now has 
To build again his rams and engines great ; ” 

And then he told at large from part to part. 

All what he late performed by wondrous art. 
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“ Besides this help, another hap,” quoth he, 

“Will shortly chance that brings not profit small, ’ 

Within few days Mars and the Sun 1 see 
'rheir fiery beams unite in Leo shall ; 

And then extreme the scorching heat will be, 

Which neither rain can quench nor dews that fall, 

So placed are the planets high pnd low, 

That heat, fire, burning all tnc heavens foreshow 

“So grcai with us will be the warmth thercfoie, 14 

Ah with the Garamants t*r those of Indc ; 

Yet mil It grieve us in this town bO sore, 

W’e have swLCt shade and w^ateis cold by kind ; 

Our foes abroad w’lll be loimentcd moie, 

Wdiat sh^'dd c.in they or w'hat refreshing find ? 

Heaven \\ill them vanquish fust, then Egypt's new 
Destroy them quite, weak, wcary, faint and few : 

“ Thou shall sit still and conquer ; prove no more 1 5 

The doubtful hazard of iinceitain fight. 

But if Argantes bold, that hates so soie 
‘ All cause of quiet peace, though just and right, 

Piovoke thee forth to b.iitle, as befcire, 

Find means to calm the rage of that fierce knight, 

Foi shortly Heaven will send ihce c.ise and t>cacc, 

And war and Uoj.ible inongst thy Iocs incicase.” 

The king assured by these speeches fair, j (j 

Held (jodfrey's pow'cr, his iniglit and siiengih in scoin. 

And now' the w'alls he gan m part icpair. 

Which late the ram had bruised w’lih iron hoin, 

JVhh wise foresight and well advised c.ire 
He fortified each bieach anil bulwark torn, 

And all his folk, men, women, children small. 

With endless toil again repaired the wall. 

But Godfrey nould this while bring fojth his pow'cr 1 “ 

To give ascnult against that fort in vain. 

Till he had buildeduiew his drea*(iful tow’erj^ 

And reared high his down-fallen rams again : 

His workmen therefore he dispatched that hour 
To hew the tices oul of the forest main, 

They went, and scant the wood appeared in sight 
When wonders new their fearful hearts affright : 
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As silly children dare not bend their eye 

Wheie thSy are told stranj^e buj^bears haunt the place. 

Or as new monsters, while in bed they lie, 

Their fearful thoughts present before their face ; 

So feaicd they, and iled, yet wist not why, 

Xoi what pursued them m that fearful chase. 

Except their fear pci chance wdiile thus they fled, 
New chimeras, sphinxes, or like monsters bicd . 

Swift to the ramp they turned back disinn\ed, 

With woids confused unrcitain tales they told, 

'rhat all w'hich heard them scorned w'hat they s.iid 
And Ihosy? leports for lies and fables hold. 

A chosen crew in shining amis arrayed 
Duke Godfiey thither sent of soldiers bold, ^ 

To "Hard the men and their faint amis piovokc 
To cut the dreadful trees with liaidy stroke : 

'riicse drawin" near the w'ood where close ypent 
The wicked sprites in sylvan pinlolds were, 

Their eyes u]ion those shades no sooner bent 
lJut frozen dread pierced thiough their entrails dear 
Vet on they stalked still, and on they went. 

Under bohl semblance hidiii" qoward fear, 

And so far w'andcred forth wrth trembbn" pace, 

Till they approached mgh that enchamed place . 

When from the grove a feaiful sound oulbicaks, 

As if some earthquake hill and mountain loic, 
Wherein the southern w’liid a rumbling makes, 

Or like sea weaves against the scraggy shore ; 

There lions grumble, there hiss scaly snakes, 

There howl the w^olves, the rugged bears there roai , 
There trumpets shrill arc heard and thunders fell, 
And all these sounds one sound expressed well. 

Upon their faces pale well might you note 
A thousand signs of heart-amating fear, . 

Their reason gone, by no cfevice they wqt 
How to press ni^, or stay still where they were. 
Against that sudden dread their breasts w’hich smote, 
Their courage weak no shield of proof tould b«nr, 

At last they fled, and one than all more bold. 
Excused their flight, and thtls the wonders told ; 
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“ My lord, not one of us there is, I grant, 

That dares* cut down one branch in yonder spring, 

I think there dwells a si^ritc in every plant, 

There keeps his court gieat Dis infeinal king, 

He hath a hcait of hardened adamant 

That without trembling dates attempt the thing, 

And seu'^c he wanteth who.so liaidy is 
To hear the forest thunder, roar and 

This sa»d, Alcabto to his words gave heed, 

Alcaslo leader of the Switzers grim, 

A man botli void of wit and void of dreed, 

Who feared not loss of life nor losb of limb. * 

No savage beast** in deserts wuld ^lat feed 
Noi uglf monster could dishearten him, 

Nor wliii^viiid, thunder, earthquake, storm, or au^ht 
That 111 tills world is strange or learful thought. 

He shook liis he.id, and smiling thus gan say, 

“The haidinebs have I that wood to ftll. 

And tiiose proud trees low in the dust to lay 
' Wheiein such giisly fiends and monstcis dw'ell ; 

No roaiing gliost my couiage can dismay, 

No s.hiiek of buds, beast’s loar, or diagon’s >ell , 

But thiough and through that forest will I wend, 
Although to deepest hell the paths descend/' 

Thus boasted he, and leave to go desired, 

And forward w’ent w'lth joyful cheer and w’lll. 

He viewed the wood and those thick shades admired, 
He heard the w'ondrous noise and lumbling shrill ; 

5 ^^ not one foot the audacious man retired, 

He scornjed the peiil, pressing foiward siill, 

Till on the forest’s outmost marge he stepped, 

A flaming fire from entrance there him kept. 

The fire increased, and built a stately wall 
Of burning*coals, quick sparks, ^nd embeis hot. 

And with bright flames the wood envirotiedcall, 

Thai there no tree nor twist Alcasto got ; 

The higher stretched the flames seemed bulwarks tall, 
Castles and turrets ftfd of fiery shot. 

With slings and engines strong of every sort ; — 
^hat mortal wight durst scale so strange a fort ? 
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Oh what strange monsters on ll^e battlement 2S 

In loathsome forms stood to defend the place ? 

Theii frowning looks upon the knight they bent, 

And threatened death with shot with sword and mace ; 

At last he fled, and though but slow he went, 

As lions do whom jolly hunters rhase ; 

Yet fled the man and w ith sad fear withdrew, 

Though fear till then he n*:vcr felt nor knew. 

That he had fled long time he never wist, 29 

But when far run he had discovered it, 

Himself foi wonder with liis hand hp blist, 

A bitter sorrow bv the he.irt him bit, 

Ama/cd, ashamed, di-^graced, sad, silent, tiist, 

Alone he would aTl day in d»iikncss sit, 

Nor dur-at he look on man of worth or fame, • 

Hk-, pride late great, now grtMlcr made his sliamc. 

Godfiodo called him, but he found delays 30 

And causes why he should his cabin keep, 

At length perforce ho comes, but nought he says. 

Or talks like those that b.ibble in their sleep. 

Ilia shamefaced ness to Godfrey plain bewra\s * 

Ills flight, so does his sighs «ind sadness deep : 

Wheieat am«ized, ‘’What chance is this,’' quoth he? 

“These witchcrafts stiange or nature's wonders be. 

> 

“ But if his courage any champion move 3 1 

To try the hazard of this dicadliil spring, 

I give him leave the advontuie gieat to prove, 

Some news he may report us of the thing . ” 

This said, his lords attempt the chaimed grove, 

Yet nothing back but fear and flight they bring, 

For them iniorced with tiernbling to retire, 

The sight, the sound, the monslcis and the fire. 

This happed when w’oeful Tancred left his bed 32 

To lay m marble cold his mistress dear, 

The lively colour from his cheek was fled, • 

His limbs w^er# weak his helm or targft to bear ; 

Naihless when need to high attempts him led, 

No labour would he shun, no danger fear, 

His valour, boldness, heart and cdlirage bVave, 

To his famt body strength and vigour gave. 
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To this exploit forth went fhe ventuious knight, 33 

Fearless, yet heedful ; silent, well advised, 

The ten 01 s of that forest’s dieadful sight, 

Storms, eaithquakesj thunders, cries, he all despised, 
lie feared nothing, yet a motion light, 

That ([uickly vanished, in his heart aiiscd 

When lo, between him and the charmdd wood, 

A fiery city high as heaven ^iip stood. 

The knight stepped back and took a sudden jiause, 34 

And to himself, ‘‘ What help these aims quoth he, 

“ If in this file, or monster’s ga])ing jaws 
1 headlong cast myscll, wdiat boots it me ? 

For common protit, or my countiy’s cause, • 

To hazard life before me none should be : 

Ihit tii’s cxjdoil of no such weight 1 hold, 

For it to lose a prince or champion bold. 

f- 

“ But if I fly, what wall the I’agans say ? 35 

If I retire, w’ho shall cut dowm this spring ? 

(^odfredo w'ill attempt it every day. 

What if some other knight perform the thing ? 

• These flames uprisen to forestall my w’ay 
J’crchance more terror far than danger bring. 

Bui hap what shall ; ” this said, he forw’ard stepped, 

And through the fire, oh wondious boldness, leapt * 

■ 

FIc bolted through, but neither w^armth nor heat 36 

He felt, nor sign of fire or scorching flame ; 

Yet wist he not in his dismayed conceit, 

If that were fire or no through w’hich he came ; 

For at first touch vanished those monsters great, 

^gd in their stead the clouds black night did frame 
And hideous storms and shiAvers of hail and rain ; 

Yet storms «ind tempests vanished straight again. 

Amazed but not 'afraid the champion good 37 

Stood still, but w’hen the tempest passed he spied, 

He entercA lioldly that forbidden wood, 

And of the foi est all the secrets eyed, ^ 
jin all his walk no spiite or phantasm stood 
That stopped his way or passage free denied. 

Save that the groiling^ trees so thick w-ere set, 

That oft his sight, and passage oft they let. 
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At length a fair and spacious grcfen he spied, 38 

Like calniQSt waters, plain, like velvet, soft, 

Wherein a cypress clad in summer’s pride, 

Pyramid-wise, lift up his lops aloft ;* 

In whose smooth baik upon the evencst side, 

Strange characters he found, and viewed them oft, 

Like those which priests of Eg^pt ci'st insicad 
Of lettcis used, which none.biit they could lead 

Mongst them he picked out these words at last, y) 

Writ in the Syriac tongue, winch well he could, 

‘‘Oh hardy knight, who through these, woods hast passed 
Where Death his palace and his court doth hold ! 

Oh trouble not these souls in quiet placed, 

Oh be not ciuel as thy heart is bold, 

J’ardon these ghosts depri\ed of heavenly light, # 

With ^spirits dead w’hy should men living fight ? " 

This found he graven in the tender rind, 40 

And while he mused on this uncouth wTit, 

Him thought he heard the softly whistling wind 

Ills blasts Jimid the leaves and blanches knit 

And frame a sound like speech of human kind, * 

Iiut full of SOI row grief and woe was it, 

Whereby his gentle thoughts Ml filled wcic 
With pity, sadness, grief, compassion, fear. 

• 

He drew his sword at last, and gave the tree 41 

A mighty blow, that mtide a gaping wound. 

Out of the rift ted streams he trickling see 
That all bcblcd the verdant plain around, 

His hair start up, yet once again stioke he, 
lie nould give over till the end he found - 

Of this adventure, when with plaint and moan. 

As from some hollow grave, he heard one groan. 

“Enough, enough !” the voice lamenting said, 42 

“ Tancred, thou hast me hurt, thou didst me drive 
Out of the body of a noble piaid • 

Who with me liv»d, whom late I kept on* live, 

And now within this woeful cypress laid, 

My tender rind thy weapon sharp doth rive, 

Cruel, is’t not enough thy foes to kill,* 

But in their graves wilt thou torment them still ? 
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“ I was Cloimda, now imprisoned here, 43 

Yet not alone within this plant I dwell, 

P'or every Pa^jan lord find Christian peer, ^ 

Hefoie the city^s walls la;?t day that fell, 

In bodies new or graves I wot not clear, 

Put here they are confined by magic's spell. 

So that each tree hath life, and st‘’‘sc each bough, 

A murderer if thou cut one twist art thou.'* 

*\s the sick man that in his sleep doth see 44 

Some ugly dragon, or some chimera new, 

Thougli he suspect, or half persuaded be. 

It is an idle dream, no monster tiuc, 

^'et still he fears, he quakes, ^ind stiivcs to llee, 

So fearful is that woiidious f nm to view ; 

So feared the knight, jet he both knew and thought 
All were illusions false by witchcratt wrought : , 

But cold and trembling waxed his fiozen hcait, 45 

Such strange effects, such passions it loi merit, 

Out of hi-5 feeble hand his weapon start, 

Himself out of his wits nigh, after went : 

Wounded he saw, he thought, for pam and smart, 

His lady weep, complain, mourn, and lament, 

Nor could he sufier her dear blood to see, 

Or hear her sighs that deep lar fetched be. 

* 

Thus his fierce heart which death had scorned oft, 46 

Whom no strange shape or mon^ler could dismay. 

With feigned show's of tender love made soft, 

A spirit faUe did ivith vain plaints betray ; 

A whirling wind his sw'ord heaved up .doft, 

"''^Vnd through the forest bare it quite away. 

Overcome retired the prince, and as he came, 

His sword he found, and repossessed the same, 

Yet nould return, he had no mind to tiy 47 

His courage further m those fores’ s green ; 

But when to (Godfrey's tent hai preached nigh. 

His spirits waked, his thoughts compostHR been, 

“ My Lord,” quoth he, ‘‘ a witness true am I 
Of wonders strangj, believe it scant though seen, 

What the fire, the shades, the dreadful sound 
You heard, all true by proof myself have found ; 
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‘‘A burning fire, so are those deserts charmed, 48 

Built like a battled wall to heaven was reaied ; 

Whereon w’ith darts and dreadful Wiapons armed, 

Of monsters foul mis-shapcd whole bands appeared , 

But tliioiigh them all I passed, unhut t, unharmed, 

No flame or thieatened blow 1 fell or feaied, 

Then rain and night I found, but straij;ht again 
To day, the night, to sunshine turned the rain. 

“What would you more? each ticc through all that wood 4r) 
Hath sense, hath life, hath speech, like human kind, 

I heard their woids as in that gro\e Tstood, 

That moiisnful voice still, still I bom m iniiid . 

And, as they weie of flesh, the purple blood 
At every blow streams from the wounded rind; ^ 

No, no, not I, nor any else, I liow% 

Ilath'pow'er to cut one leaf, one branch, one bough.” 

While thus he said, the Christians noble guide 50 

Felt uncouth strife in his contentious thought. 

He thought, what if himself in pci son tiled 
Those witchcrafts strange, and bring those charms to naught,* 
For such he deemed them, or tlsewhcie provide 
For timber easier got though further sought, 

But from his study he at last abraid, 

Called by the hermit old that to him said ; 

“ Leave off thy hardy thought, another’s hands 
Of these her plants the wood di^poilen shall, 

Now, now the fatal ship of conquest lands. 

Her sails aie struck, her silver anchors fall, 

Our champion broken hath his worthless bands, 

And looseth from the soil which held him thrall, 

The time draws nighs when oiu proud foes iii field 
Shall slaughtered lie, and Sion’s fort shall yield.” 

This said, his visage shone with beams divine, 

And more than mortal was his voice’s sound, , 

Godfredo’s thought to other^acts incline, , 

His working brain was never idle found. 

But in the Crab now did bright Titan shine, 

And scorched with scalding beams the parched, ground, 

And made unfit for toil or warlike* feat 
His soldiers, weak with labour, faint with sweat : 
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The planets mild their laifps benign quenched out, 53 

And cruel stars in heaven did signorise, • 

Whose influence cast fiery flames about 

And hot impressions through the earth and skies, 

The growing heat still gathered deejier lout. 

The noisome warmth through lands .md kingdoms flics, 

A haimful night a hurtful d.ay succc(‘d^«, 

And worse than both next tnorn her light oiitspic.ids. 

When Phrebus rose he left his golden weed, 54 

And donned a gite in deepest purple dyed. 

His sanguine beams shout his forehead spread, 

A sad presage of ill that should betide, 

With vermeil chops at c\cn his tresses bleed, 

Foreshows of future heat, fiom the occ.in ^vlde 
WheA next he rose, and thus increased still 
Their present harms with dread of futiiic ill. , 

While thus he bent gainst cailh his scorching lays, 55 

He burnt the flowers, burnt his Clytie deal. 

The leaves grew wan upon the witheied sprays, 

The grass and growing herbs all parched were, 

* Earth cleft in rifts, in floods their streams deca) s, 

The barren clouds with lightning bright appear, 

And mankind feared lest Climenes’ child again 
Had driven awry his sire’s ill-guided wain. 

• 

As from a furnace flew the smoke to skies, 56 

Such smoke as that when damndd Sodom brent, 

Within his caves sweet Zephyr silent lies, 

Still was the air, the rack nor came nor went. 

But o’er the lands with lukewarm bieathing flics 
-flibe southern wind, from sunburnt Afiic sent. 

Which thick and warm his interrupted blasts 
Upon their bosoms throats and faces casts. 

Nor yet more comfort brought the gloomy night, 57 

In her thick shades was burning heat iipi oiled, 

Her sable tnantle was cmbroidcicd bright 
With blazing stars hnd gliding fires for goldf, 

Nor to refresh, sad earth, thy thirsty sprite. 

The niggard moon let fall her May dews cold, 

And dri^'up the Vitad moisture was. 

In trees, in plants, in herbs, in flowers, in grass. 
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Sleep to his quiet dales exiled fted 
From those uncjuict nights, and oft in vain 
The soldieis restless sought the god m bed. 

But most for thirst they mourned and most complain ; 
For Juda’s tyrant had strong poision shed, 

Poison that breeds more woe and deadly pain, 

Than Achcion or Stygian waters bring, 

In every fountain, cistern/ well and spiing: 

And little Siloe that his store bestows 
Uf purest ciy^lal on the Christian bands, 

The pebbles naked in his channel shows 
And sc.ifptly glides above the scorched sands. 

Nor Po in May when o*er his banks he flows. 

Nor (hinges, walercr of the Indian lands. 

Nor seven-mouthed Nile that yields all Egypt drink, 
‘Po A[ueiich their thirst the men sufiicient think. 

He that the gliding rivers eist had seen 
Adown their \cidant channels gently i oiled, 

Or falling streams which to the v.alleys green 
Distilled fiom tops of Alpine mountains cold. 

Those he desired in vain, new toiments been, 
Augmented thus with wish oi cpmforis old. 

Those waters cool he diank m vain conceit. 

Which more increased his thirst, increa^^ed his heat 

The sturdy bodies of the warriors strong, 

Whom neither inarching tar, nor tedious way, 

Nor weighty arms which on their shouUlcis liung, 
Could weary make, nor death itself disinav ; 

Now weak and feeble cast their limbs along, 

Unwieldy burdens, on the hurnt'^d clay, 

And in each vein a smouldering fire Iheie dwelt. 
Which dried their flesh and solid bones did melt. 

Languished the steed late fieice, and proffered grass. 
His fodder erst, despised and from him cast, 

Each step he stumbled, and which lofy was 
And high advaficcd befoie now fell his ciest, 

His conquests gotten all forgotten pass, 

Nor with desire of glory swelled his ^reast. 

The spoils won from his foe, hfs late rewards, 

He now neglects, despiseth, naught regards. 
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Languished ihe faithful dog, and uonted care 63 

Of his dear lord and cabin both forgot, 

Panting he laid, and gathered fresher air 
To cool the burning in Ir.s entrails hot : 

But breathing?, which wise nature did prepare 
To suage the stomach’s heat, now booled not, 

For little case, alas, small help, they win 
That breathe forth air and scalding fire suck in. 

Thus languished the earth, in this est.itc 64 

Lav wc^fiil thousands of the Chri-^tians stout, 

Tiie faithful people grew nigh desperate 
Of hoped conquest, shameful death they doubt. 

Of then distress they talk and oft debate, * 

These sad complaints were heard the camp thioughnut : 

“ Wha^ hope hath (loJfrey? shall we still here he 
'fill all hi 3 soldier^, all our armies die ? 

• 

“ Alas, with what device, what strength, thinks he 65 

To scale these walls, or this strong fort to get ? 

Whence hath he engines new ? doth he not see. 

How >vrathful Heaven gainst us his swoid doth whet ? 

•These tokens «-hcjv\n true signs and witness be 
Our angry (Ind our proud attempts doth let. 

And scorching sun so hot his beams outspieads, 

That not more cooling Inde nor A^thiop needs, 

« 

“ Or thinks he it an cath or little thing 66 

That us despised, neglected, and disdained, 

Like abjects vile, to death he thus should bring, 

That so his empire may be still maintained ? 

Is it so groat a bliss to be a king, 

^^^en he that wears the crown with blood is stained 
And buys his sceptre w’ith liis people’s lives ? 

See wdiithcr gloiy vain, fond mankind diives. 

“ See, see the man, called holy, just, and good, 67 

That courteous, meek, and humble would be thought, 

Yet never c^red in what distress we stood 
If his vain honour were diminished naught, , 

When dried up from us his spring and flood 
His water must from Joidan streams be brought. 

And how ho sit^ at ifea^ts and banquets sweet 
And mingleth waters fresh with wines of Crete.” 
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The French thus murmured, but tVe Greekish kni^h; nS 
Talinc, that of this war was weary grown ; 

“ Why die we here,” quoth he, “ slam without fight. 

Killed, not subdued, murdered, not overthrown ? 

Upon the Frenchmen let the penance light 
Of Godfrey’s folly, let me save mine own,’' 

And as he said, without farewell, the knight 
And all his cornet stoic away by night. 

His bad example many a tioop pieprircs 
To imitate, when his escape they know. 

Cloth. 11 Ills his band, and Adem.iic’.-, 

And all whose guides m dust were biiiied low, 

Oi'^chargedt of duty’s chains and bondage snare-^. 

Free from their oath,, to none tiiey service owe, 

But now concluded all on ‘'CCiet ihght, ^ 

And shrunk away by thousands cveiy night. 

Godfiedo this both heard, and saw, and knew, 70 

Yet noiild with death them chastise though he nioiigl t, 

]Uit with that faith wherewith he could renew 

The steadfast lulls and seas diy up In n.iuglu 

He prayed the Lord upon his ilock to rue, * 

To ope the springs of grace and e.ise this drought. 

Out of Ins looks shone /cal, devotion, faith, 

His hands and e\es to heaven he heaves, and salt . • 

‘•Father .and Lord, if in the descits 71 

'riiou hadst compassion 011 thy child? en dear, 

The ciaggv rock when Mo-es cleft and brasl, 

And drew loith flowing stieam*^ of waters clear, 

Like nicrcv, Loid, like grace on us down cast ; 

And though our meiils less than theirs appear, 

Thy giace supply that want, for though they be 
Thy first-born son, thy children >et aie we.” 

These pr.ayers just, from humble hcaits forth sent, 72 

Were nothing slow to climb the slarr} sky, 

fiut swift as winged bird themselves piesent , 

Befoie the Father of the hcavfens high : 

The Lord acceptedf them, and genii \ bent 
Upon the f.iithful host His gracious eye, 

And m what pain and what distress it Jaid, 

He saw, and grieved to see, and thus He said : 
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“ Mine armies dear till no^ have suffered woe 73 

Distrebs and danger, hell’s infernal power 
Their enemy hath been, the world their foe, 

But happy be their actioVis from this hour : 

What they begin to blessed end shall go, 

1 will refresh them with a gentle shower ; 

Rinaldo shall return, the Egyptian crew 
They shall encountci, conquer, and subdue.** 

At these high words great heaven began to shake, 74 

The fixed stars, the planets wandering still, 

Ticmblcd the air, the, earth and ocean quake, 

Spiiiig, fountain, river, foiest, dale and hill , 

From north to east, a lightning liaish outbrake, * 

And coming drops piesaged with thunders shrill: 

Withijjyful shouts the soldiers on the plain, 

These tokens bless of long-desirdd rain. 

A sudden cloud, as uhen Helias prayed, 75 

Not from dry earth exhaled by Pheebus* beams, 

Arose, moist heaven his windows open laid, 

Whence clouds by heaps out rush, and wateiy sti earns, 

**The world o’erspread was with a gloomy shade, 

That like a dark and miiksomc even it seems ; 

The crashing ram frc)m molten skies dowm fell. 

And o’er their banks the brooks and fountains swell. 

« 

In summer season, when the cloudy sky 76 

Upon the parchdd ground doth rain down send, 

As duck and mallaid in the furrows dry 
With merry noise the promised show’ers attend, 

And spreading bioad their wings displayed lie 
'3Co keep the drops that on their plumes descend. 

And where the streams swell to a gathered lake. 

Therein they dive, and sweet refreshing take • 

So they the streaming showers with shoiii«; and cues 77 

Salute, which heaven shod on the tbiisty lands, 

The falling* liquor from the dropj^ing skies 
He catcheth in his ^ap, he barehead stands 
And his bright helm to drink therein unties, 

In the fresh streams he dives his sweaty hands, 

Their faces soine/and some their temples wet. 

And some to keep the drops large vessels set. 
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Nor man alone to case liih burning sore, 

Heicm doth dive and wash, and hereof dunks, 
liut earth itself weak, feeble, faint before, 

Whose solid limbs weie cleft with rifts and chinks, 

Received the falling showers and gathered store 
Of liquor sweet, that through her veins down sinks. 

And moisture new infused largely was 
In trees, in plants, in herbs, m flowers, in grass. 

Kaith, like the patient was, whose lively blood 79 

Hath overcome at last some sickness stiong, 

Wiiose feelile limbs had been the bait and food 
Whereon thjs strange disease depastuicd long, 

13 iit now leslorecl, in health and welfare stood, 

As sound as erst, as fresh, as fair, as young ; 

So that forgetting all his grief and pain, 

His pleasant robes and crowns Jic takes again. 

Ceastid the rain, the «un began to shine, 80 

With fruitful, sweet, benign, and gentle ray, 

Full of .strong power and vigoui masculine, 

As be his beams in April or in May 
O happy zeal ! who trusts in help divine 
The world’s afflictions thus can drive away. 

Can storms appease, and times and seasons diangc, 

And conquer fortune, fate, and destiny strange. 
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GODFRHV OF BULLOIGNI 


run AHCiUMhST. 

The tu (hhHu v lU .» iin am how 

His \m 11 , Kin.tlilo nimt u nil n .1' l.i.l, 

Jilt) have iht ji .1 hiiij^ who foi prinlo.i siu 
Two Lmi;lus lo hmi iIk juim* an M'nl lu ha->M , 
I’m Vt tvi , w h« • 1 >\ V nu *»i .ill Ion 1 m »\ , 

Soinli ih tlu ( .at hi I'l .i Wi..anl, jilacsi 
1 ]> 111 a vault, who in i al Lu ih ( Lin ■. 

Aiuudais traim, then now lo £.LiLin iIau^l ‘ u.irt 


N OW fiom the fie^h, the ia>fl aiul temu r lied 
Of her btill morher, j.eiille Hi;.^hl on* rlew. 

The jleelin^ Ijnhn on lulls .ii d daicb slic slied. 

With honey drops of ]juie .ind jneLioiis dew, 

And on the %eiduie of ^leeii sjuead 

“The \iigin pxiiniose and th • Mok: bine. 

And bweet-bicathed Zephvi on liis opieadini; 

Sleep, e:ibc, lepose, icst, peace and tpiiei biini;-^. 

The thoughts .iiui tioubhb (.f bi o.id-wrikin;^ ‘hi-y, 

''I'hev sojily dipped in nnid Obh\ ion’s lake ; 

J^ut he whose Cii^dhead heavc^i and eaiih doth snay, 
In hi-.«etcrnal lijjht did watch and wake* 

And bent on Oodfiey down ihe j^racioiis r.iv 
Of his bnj;hl eye, , still ope for (lodiiey's sake. 

To whom a silent *Lieam the T oid down sent. 
Which told his will, his plea-uie and intent. 
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Far 111 the cast, the "oldcii "ate hc-ide 
Whence Ph(£*bus comes, a cr\stal jiort there is, 

And cie the sun his bio»id doois open, wide 
The bcani of spriiii^inj; day unclos(.tli ihi-, 

Hence ovunc tlie dieams, by which hc.i\en’i:. sacred ;;ui<h 
Reveals to man those Inj^h dcj^ices of hib. 

Hence towaids (R)dficy eic he leti I113 bed 
A vision btian^^e his golden plumcs bcspicad. 

Sucli semblances, such sliajies, siu h poitrailb fair, 

Hid newer yet in dream 01 bleep appear, 
lor all the Iciins in sea, in earth 01 an/ 

The bii^iis ii\ hea\cii, the stais in every sphcie 
All that was wrjiidroiis, uncouth, stianc'e and lare, 

All in th It \ision well picsented weic. 

Ills ilicam had placed him in a iV) -.tal wide, 

Reset with i^oldeii fires, top, bottom, side, 

Thcie while he \vnndcrcth on the ciiclcs vast, 

'i he stai-'^, their motions, course and hannony, 

A knn^ht, with slnninjj kins and lire einbi.icul, 

Piesents himself unwMies bcfoie Iih e\c. 

Who with a voice that far fur sweetne-'S pa-sed 
All human speech, thus said, a]»pi:oaehiii” ni;;h, - 
“Wliat, Ciodfroy, knowest tliou not th> Hiivo hcic ? 
Come and embiaee thy fiiend and lelluw dear ' 

He aiiswcied him, “Thy j’loiious shnmi” hj^hi 
Which in iliine eyes hi-» ^listeiin^ beam- doth place, 
Estiaiiijed hath from m> lorcknowled;;e ([uitt 
Thv lountenaiiee, iliy favour, and thy f.ice 
This s.iid, tlnei’ times lu* stretched his hands outright 
And would m friendly aims the knieht cmbiac , 

And ihiice the spirit tied, that thme lie tw'ined 
Nouj^ht m hib folded arms but air and wind. 

Lord Hu^i;o smiled, “ Not as you think,” ejuoth he, 

“ 1 clothed am in llesh and eartlily mould, ^ 

My spirit pure, and naked soul, you see, , 

A citi/cn of this celestial hold : 

This place is heaven, and here a room for tliee 
Prepared is among Christ's champions bcid : ” 

“Ah when,” quoth he, “these mortal b-mds unkmt, 
Shall I m peace, in ease and rest there sit ? " 
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Hu«to loplicd, “ Eic main* >e4irs shall lun, 8 

Amid the saints in bliss here shalt thou reign ; . 

But tirat great wars must by thy hand be done, ' 

Much blood be shed, and many Pagans slain, 

The holy city by assault be won, 

The land set fiee fiom servile yoke again, 

Wherein thou shalt a Christian eminrc frame, 

And iifter thee shall Baldwin rule the same. 

‘‘But to increase thy lo\c and gieat dtsiie () 

To heavenweard, this bles:>cd pLuc beliold, 

These shining lampsj these globes of living tire, 

How they are turned, guided, moved tind i oiled ; 

The angels* singing heai, and all their chon* ; * 

Then bend thine eyes on }oniler earth and mould, 

All ii^ that ma^s, that globe and coin})ass sec. 

Land, sea, spiing, fountain, man, beast, glass aijd tree. 

“How vile, how small, and of how slendei price, lo 

Is their reward of goodness, virtue's giim ’ 

A nariow loom our glory vain iipties, 

, A little ciicle doth our pride contain, 

Ejirth like an isle amid the water lies, 

Which sea sometime is called, sometime the main, 

Yet naught therein lesponds a name so great, 

It’s but a lake, a pond, a inaiish strait.” 

i 

Thus said the one, the other bended down ii 

His looks to ground, and half in scorn he smiled. 

He saw at once earth, sea, flood, castle, town. 

Strangely divided, strangely all compiled, 

And wondered folly man so far should drown, 
set his heart on things so base and vild, 

That servile empire searcheth and dumb fame, 

And scorns heaven’s bliss, yet proflereth heaven the same. 

Wherefore he answered. “ Since the Lord not yet 1 2 

Will free my spirit from this cage of clay, 

Lest worlclly error vain my vojmge let, 

Teach me to heaven the best and surest t^ay 
Hugo replied, “ Thy happy foot is set 
In the true path, n^r from this passage stray, 

Only from exile youftg Rinaldo call, 

This give I thee in charge, else naught at ail. 
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“For as the Lord of hosts, the Kin]; of bliss, 13 

Hath chosen* thee to rule the faithful band ; 

So he thy stratagems appointed is 
To c\ccute, so both shall win this land : 

The first is thine, the second place is liis, 

Thou art this army’s head, and he the hand. 

No other champion can his place sup]'ly, 

And that thou do it doth thy ^tatc deny. 

“The enchanted forest, and her charmed tieen, 14 

With cutting steel shall he to caith down hew. 

And thy weak armies which too feeble b(‘en 
To scale ag.pn these walls romfoiced new, 

And fainting he diapei^jc'd on the green. 

Shall take new stiength new courage at his view, 

The high-biiilt towers, the eastern sipiadrons all. ' 

Shall conquered be, shall fly, shall die, shall lall 

He held his peace ; and Godfiey answered so • 15 

“ Oh, liow' his piescnce w’ould lecomfoit me ’ 

You that man’s hidden thoughts perceive anti know. 

If 1 say liuth, or if 1 love him, see. ^ 

IJiit say, what messengers shall for him go? 

What shall their speeches, what tlieir errand be ? 

Shall I entreat, or else command the man ? 

With credit neither well pertoriii 1 can.” 

I 

“The eternal Loid,” the other knight replied, 16 

“ That wuth so many graces hath thee blest, 

Will, that among the troops thou hast to guide, 

'fliuii honoured be and feaied of most and least 
Then speak not thou lest blemish some betide 
Thy sacred empiic if thou make request ; 

Hut when by suit thou inov( 5 d art to ruth, 

Then yield, foigive, and home recall the youth. 

“ Guelpho shall pray thee, God shall him inspire, i 7 

To pardon this offence, this fault commit ^ 

Hy hasty wrath, by rash and Aeadstrong irej, 

To call the knight again ; yield thou to it : 

And though the youth, enwTapped in fond desire. 

Far hence in love and looseness idle sit, « 

Yet fear it not, he shall return with^speed. 

When most you wish him and when most you need. 
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“Your hcimit I’ctcr, to w^iose sapient licart 

HcM\cn his "ccicts ojjcns lolls and shew-?, • 
Your mrsscnt;oTs direct can to that jiart. 

Where of the i)nnro they shall hcaz cf'ilain nciv=, 
And IiMi'i) tlic wjy, llio in.mnci, nul llie ait 
To bim^ him b.u k to those thy wailiki cic^is. 

That .ill diy "•oldicr=, w.andcp'd anJi niis^^ronc, 
Ili'avcn may unite n;;am fftid join in one. 

“ TiUt thi^ conclusion shall my speeches end, — 
KnnNv that hi-, bkiod shall imx^'d be with thm* , 
Whenre baions bnUVa.id wnjthu s '*h.ill d •-( i nd, 

'I hnt many j;roat expltnts shall brin^ to line. ' 

'1 hi-, saiil, he vanislnd inmi his sleonin.i^ fnend, 

Like smoke m \Mnd, or mi-it m 'fitanV '-luno . 

Sleep fled likeAMse, aiul m his lioubled thoij';ht. 
With wonder, jileacurc ; loy, wdlh mar\cl fonyb^. 

Tlie <lul:c looked up, and saw the anirc sky 
With areent beams of silver inorninjV spiead, 

And ‘-laried im, fi>i jiiaise and viilue be 
In toll and tr.m‘1, -iiii .md shame m bed 
Ills aims he look, hi^ sword eiit to hi^ lhi;d». 

To hi-, pavihoii all his lord-, them sped, 

And ihcic in council ;;ra\c the piinccs sit, 

For strength by wisdom, war is lulcd b\ wit, 

Loul (aiclphn ihcic, within who^e y.cnllc bicnst 
Heaven had infused that in w and '•ndde n i}n>HL;lU, 
Hk plea^-in^^ woids tlui'> to tin* duke ndd o'-sed : 
“(mod pnnee, mild, thou;.;h una-'lcLd, kiinl, unhe-.ou 
Oh let thy mei(\ ;j;rant my just uqiU'.t, 

^^arclon this fault by ri^e n* malice wrought ; 

For ‘^reat oflence, 1 .erint, so late cmnmit, 

Mv suit too hasty is, perchance unfit 

“But since to Oodftey meek bcnit^n and kind, 

For }*nncc Kin.jldo bold, 1 humbly sue. 

And that*the suitor’s self is no^ behind 

Thy greatest friends m state or friendship tuie , 

I trust I shall thy grace and mercy find 
Acceptablc^to me mid all this crew ; 

Oh call him home, fhis trespass to amend, 

He shall his blood in (xodfrey's service spend. 
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“And if not he, who else dares undertake 

’ *.1 

(')f this cncbanted wood to cut one tree? 

Gamst death and d.iiv^er who dare's b.ittlc make. 

With sf) bold face, so fcaiie^'s hc.ut As he ? 

Ihwt doivn the-sc wall'^, these ';ates m pieces hie.tk, 
l.e.ip o'er these rainpiic^ hi.;h, thou sb.ih him -ee. 

Restore thciefoic to this de^iioii'^ hand 

Tlieir \vi-h, then le.po, tlieir iln*n/lu tin ii sin Id, Ihi Ii ii mil . 

"" To me my nephew, to th\sclf restore : 

-\ tuisty Iv Ip, v,h(.n sticiV-;th of li md thou needs, 

In idltnt*-s l«'i him consume no moie, , 

Re( .ill him to hij noble act » and deed-^ ’ 

Known be *liis worth aa was his ^tien th of ynit* 

\\ h 'le’ci tliv stand ifil broad Iut cro-s out j^u.ids, 

* di, let hi-. lani<‘ and jiriise siatval far .ind wide, 0 
iic thou his loid, hi -I teacher .ind hi‘» giinlc ! ” 

Thus he cntieatcd, <ind the rest approve ,<5 

111', w’oids, with finndly inuimiii', whimpered low. 

(h)dfiev a', thnu'/.h lhei»' suit his mind did move 
'To lint whiieon he iievei ihoie’.ht nil now', 

“How (Mil in\ heart,” •luotli he, “it you I lo\e," 

To \onr requ st and suit but bond and bow 
T-el iij^our that ri;j:ht and ju-tue be 
Wherein >ou all eon-enl and all a',;rce 

• 

“Rinaldo shall return ; let him icstrain jb 

Hencefoitli his headsiioni; wr.ith and hasty ire. 

And w’Uh In', hatcly deeds let him take pain 
'1 o coriesp(«nd your hope and mv desire 
(hielpho, thou nui-t call home the kniL;ht attain. 

Sec that with speed he to these tents retire, 

I'lie me-scn';ers a})point as likes thy mind, 

Anil leach them w'hcre they should the >011111^ man find/’ 

I'^p start the Dane that bare Prince Sweno’s brand, 27 

“ I will,” quoth he, “that messap^e undertake, 

I wnll refuse no p.uns by sca»or land, • 

To ^ivc the this sword, kept for hi*% sake.” 

This man was bold of courage, strong of hand, 

( jiiclpho was glad he did the proffci make : 

“ Thou shalt,” quoth he, “ Ubaldo*slutlt thou have 
To go with thee, a knight, stout, wise, and grave.” 
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Ubaldo in his youth had Known and seen 
. The fashions strange of many an uncouth land, . 

And travelled over all the realms between 
The Arctic circle and hbt Meroc’s strand. 

And as a man whose wit Ins guidf nad been. 

Their customs use he could, longues undei stand, 
Foithy w'hen spent his youtlifiil sc.'i'sons weic 
Lord (hielpho cjtcrfained and held him de.u. 

To these committed \\\is the charge and care 
To find and bring again the champion bold, 

('juelpho commands them to the fort repair, 

Wheic Iloemond doth liis seal .ind sceptre hold, 

For public fame said that IJertoldo’s heir 
There lived, thcie dwelt, there stiyed ; the hermit old, 
That knew they w'ere misled by false report. 

Among them came, and paile>ed m this sort : ^ 

“Sir knights,” quoth he, “if you intend to lide, 

And follow each leport fond people say. 

You follow' but a rash and truthless guide 
That leads vain men amiss and makes them stiay ; 
•Near Ascalou go to the salt seaside. 

Where a swift biook tails m with hideous sw'ay, 

An aged sire, our fiiond, there shall you find. 

All what he saitli, that do, that keep m mind. 

« 

“ Of this great voyage which yoa undertake, 

Much by his skill, and much hy mine advise 
Hath he foreknowm, and w^elcoine for my sake 
You both shall be, the man is kind and wuse.” 
Instructed thus no further question make 
The tw'am elcctOvl for this enterprise, 

But humbly >iekled to obey his w'ord, 
h'or what the heimit said, that said the Lord. 

They took their leave, and on their journey went, 

Their will could brook no stay, their zeal, no let ; 

To Ascalon*thcir voyage straight tthey bent. 

Whose broken shores with brackish weaves jfre wet, 
And there they heard how gainst the cliffs, bespient 
With bitter foam, the roaring surges bet, 

A tumbling*brook ttieiji- passage stopped and stayed, 
"Which late-fall’n rain had proud and puissant made. 
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So proud that over all his banks l#e grew, 

And through the fields ran swift as shaft from bow. 
While here they stopped and stood, before them drew 
An agdd sire, grave and benign in sAow, 

Crowned with a bcechen garland gathered new, 

Clad in a linen robe that raught down low, 

In his right hand a rod, and on the flood 
Against the stieani he inarched, and diy shod yode. 

As on the Rhenc, when winter’s freezing rold 
Congeals the stie.ims to thick and haidencd glass. 

The beauties fair of shcphcrtls’ daughtors hold 
W'lth wanton windlays lun, turn, play .ind pas-> ; 

So on this liver passed the wi/aid old, 

Although unfro/en soft and swift it w^as, 

And thither stalked where the warriors stayed, 

To w’hom, ihcir greetings done, he spoke and -.aid • 

‘^(ircat pains, great travel, lords, you have begun, 

And of a cunning guide gicat need you stand. 

Far off, alas ! I'l great llertoldo’s son. 

Imprisoned in a w-asle and desert land, 

What soil leiiiains by which >ou must not run, * 

What promontory, roc'k, sea, slioje or sand 

Your scaich must stietch before the piinee be found, 
Ileyond our w'oild, be>ond our half ot gniiind ' 

‘‘ But yet vouchsafe to see my cell I pray. 

In hidden caves and vaults though builded low, 

Chc.it wonders there, strange things 1 will bewaay, 
I'hings good f{)r you to he.ar, and fit to know' . '* 

/I’liis said, he bids the river make them w^ay, 

The Hood letircd, and backw\ard gan to flow, 

And here and there two crystal mountains rise. 

So fled the Rc‘d Sea once, and Jot dan thrice 

He took their hands, and led them he.adlong down 
Under the flood, through vast and hollow deep*^, 

Such light they had as wherethrough shadows hrtfs\ii 
Of thickest desert^ feeble Cynthia peeps, 

Their spacious caves they saw' all overflown," 

There all his w'aters pure great Neptune keeps. 

And thence to moisten all the eairfi, fie bungs 
Seas, rivers, floods, lakes, fountains, wells and springs 
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Whence f Indus, V^l^a, Istcr, Vo, 38 

Whence Ku]dirilcs, whence Ti^rib’ spniv^ they vipw, 

Wlience Taiiais, wlicnie Nilub comes also, 

Alilu)u;^h hii head till thtn no crcMliirc knew, 

IliU under these .1 wenliby stre.ini doili ;'o, 

'fhat siilphui yields and ore, rich, cjuick and new, 

Which the sunbeam doth jigIi-jIi, pm;-;- hitc*. 

And makes it silvei pure, asd ^old divine. 

And nil his banks the rich and wealthy tlream 30 

I lath knr be-^e* with peail and jirecuni^ stunt 
Take btar-. in -by ot Lwn]is on stae.e lint st'ein, 

'I ho dan ne s ihete wa-. tiay, the iiii.;ht was v;onc, 

'linn* 'p.iikled, rlotln d in his a/nio-beam, * 

'I he lie.i\cnly sapphne. tlieie the j.'n'uuh shone, 

J’he e^ulniMfle theic tlamod, tlie tbainond slif‘en, 

'rhere j;lisrc‘red britiht, there sihiUmI, ilie tmeiald eicen 

* 

Amazed the kni^;hts amid these tvonders passed, 40 

And lixtd ''O <kep the nicmek in tluii ihou^ht. 

That not one woid the\ iitteied, till at l.ist 
Ubaklo i-])akr, and inns his ;.;nid« beoOuy,ht 
*“() father, It'll me ]>y vh.'it «-kill thou nast 
Those w’onder> done ^ anti towliu place us Inou'jht? 

For w'cl! 1 know not if I wake or sleep. 

My hoait is diowned in suth aina/einent deep/’ 

t 

“Von are within the hollow' wcmib," qnolh he, 41 

“Ot feriik' earth, the nui >c of all thine ^ iiuule. 

And blit yon bronitht and j^iiided are b\ me. 

Her saetetl entiails eonld no wi;;ht in\ade , 

My palate shortly shall yon si»lcndcnl see, 

With j^Iurious li.Lint, ihoueh Inidt in nittht and shade. 

A i’n'^an w'a*. 1 born, hut yet the Loid 
To {;race, by bapiinn, hath my soul icstorccl. 

“ Xor yet by help of devil, or aid from hell, 42 

I do this uncouth work and ivondious feat. 

The Ta)id i^ibul I ii'^e 01 rhaim^n spell 
To laisc foul I)is fitmi his infernal seat. • 

But of all lictbs,- of every spring and well, 

The hidden pr)wer I know and virtue great, 

And all thftt kind hath hid from mortal sight, 

And all the stars, their motions, and their might. 
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“ For in these caves I dwell not buried still 
Fiom Slight of Heaven, but often I resort 
To tops of Lebanon or Carmel hill. 

And there in liquid air m\Mlf dispoH, 

There Mars and Venus I beludd .it will 
As bare as ersi wdien Vulcan look them ‘^luvt. 

And how the icbt mil, i^hdc .ind move, 1 tec*. 

How their iibpects benr^n Oi iiowanl be. 

‘‘And underneath my feet the clouds I view, 4 .t 

Vow thick, now tlnn, now’ bn^dit with Ims' bow. 

The fiost and snow, the lain, the h.iil,ith(' dt w’, 

Tlu^ winds, from whenee they ctan* .in*l wh'Mire thev Mmw, 
How’ J«i\('hi3 thnndei makes and b. htnnv; ii(‘w, 

11 (jw’ with the bolt he stiikes the e.iilh below. 

How eomatc, ciiinte, caudate siais aie fiaincfl ► 

1 knew, my '-kill with j>ri<le my iicart intlanied 

‘‘ So learned, ennnin;^, wise, myself I i]K)u;’hl, 4 "; 

Th.u I su])j)oscsl my wdt ^o hn^h mij^ht ( limb 

'I o know' .dl tinners that ( lO*! h.id fiaineil or wiotil^Iu, 

Fire, an, sc.i. eailli, m.in, bcMsi, spnlt , ])l.ice and time 
])Ul wlien your beimit me to bapt'sm br(ni;.'.hl, * 

And fiom in\ soul had washed the sin .ind ciimf, 

I’hen I peiceived my si‘;ht w.is blindne-.-. i,ldl, 

My wit WMS loll), e^noiance my skill. 

i 

“ Then saw' 1 , that like owls in shinin '4 •^iin, 4 ^ 

So {T,insi tlie be m'-^ of tiulh oui souls ait Idind, 

And at myself to smile 1 then b'*j^un, 

And at my Iieart, puffed up with folh wind. 

\ct still the>e arts, as 1 befoie had doir , 

J juactisecl, such w'a.-^ llie hernmV miiul 

TIius hatli lie chaiv,;( d my lliou^hts. my heart, my wall. 

And lulch mine art, my knowledge, and in\ '-I. id 

“ In him I rest, on him my ihoiej-hts tlejiend, 47 

My Irud, ni} leachei, and my ^uide is lie, 

7'his noble w'oik Ik* strives brin ;4 to end, • 

He IS the architect, the workmen wc, 

The hardv youth home to this camp to send 
From prison stron"-, my care, my chai^^t -hall he ; 

So He commands, and me eic lh«> foretold 
Your coininjr oft, to seek the champion bold.” 
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While this he said, he brought the champions twain 48 

Down to a vault, wherein he dwells and lies, 

It was a cave, hi"h, wide^ lar'ge, ample, plain, 

With goodly room‘d, halls, chambers, galleries, 

All what IS bred 111 iich and precious vein 
Of wealthy earth, ai d hid from moital eyes, 

There shines, and fair adorned was every part 
With riches grown by kind, hot framed by ait : 

An hundred grooms, quick, diligent and neat, 40 

Attendtince gave about these strangers bold, 

Against the wall there 'Stood a cuiiboard great 
Of massive plate, of silver, crystal, gold. , 

Ikit when with precious wines and costly meat 
'I'hey filled were, thus spake the wizaid old : — 

“ Now !its the lime, sir knights, I tell and show 
What you desire to hear, and long to know. , 

‘^Armkla’s craft, her sleight and hidden guile 50 

You partly wot, her acts and arts untiue, 

How to your camj) she c.imc, and by what wile 
3’he gicaiest loids and piinces thence she drew ; 

You know she tinned them first to monsters vile, 

And kept them since closed up in ^cciet mew, 
l.,astly, to (ia/a-ward m bunds them sent, 

Whom young Rinaldo icsrued as they went. 

i 

" What chanced since I will at large declare, 5 1 

To you Unknown, a story stiange and tiuc. 

When first her prey, got with such pain and care, 

Kscaped and gone the witcli perceived and knew. 

Her hands she iviung for grief, her clothes she tare, 

And full of w'oe these heavy words outthrew : 

‘ Alas 1 my knights are slain, my prisoners free, 

Yet of that con(|ucst never boast shall he, 

“'He in their place shall serve me, and sustain 5? 

Their plagues, their torments suffer, soirows beai. 

And they hi? absence shall lament in vain, 

And wail his loss and theirs with many a leSr ’ 

Thus talking to hfcrself she did ordain 
' ^ ^ and wicked guile, as you shall hear ; 

she hasted wh*e the valiant knight 
Ana •'•rcome and slain hei men in fight. 






JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 


“ RiUcildo ihcic held doft <iiid kfl his own, 

And on his back a Pagan’s hainess tied, 

Perchance he deemed so lo pass unknown, 

And in those aims loss noted false to ride, 

A headless coise in fight late overthrown, 

The witch in his forsaken arms did hide. 

And by a brook exposed it on the sand 
Whither she wished would come a Christi.in htind 

“Their coinin ' might tlie dame foieknow nglu well, 
I'or secret spies she sent forth thousand w.i\ 

Which eveiy day news from the can/p might tell. 
Who paited thence, booties to search or prey^ . 
JJesidc, the sprites conjured by sacied sjiell, 

All what she asks or doubts, reveals and says. 

The body therefore placed she in that pait 
That furthered best her sleigiit, her ciaft, and ait ; 

“And near the corpse a vailet false and sly 
She left, attiicd in shepherdS homely weed, 

And taught him how to counterfeit, and he 
As time lequired, and he performed the deed , 

With him your soldiers spoke, of jealousy 
And false suspect mongst them he sticwed the seed, 
That since brought forth the fruit of stiife and jai, 
Of civil brawls, contention, discord, wai. 

“And as she wished so the soldicis thought 
15y Godfrey’s piactice that the prince was slam, 

Yet vanished that suspicion false to naught 
When trutli spread forth her silver wings again ; 

Her false devices thus Arinida wrought. 

This was her first deceit, her foremost train ; 

What next she practised, shall you hear me tell. 
Against our knight, and what thereof befell. 

“ Armida hunted him through wood and plain, 

Till on Oiontes’ flowery banks he stayed. 

There, where the stream dKi part and meet again 
And in the midA a gentle island made, 

A pillar fair was pight beside the main, * 

Near which a little frigate floating laic^ ^ 

The marble white the prince did' long behold. 

And this inscription read, there writ in gold : 
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“ ‘ Who?o thou art w oin \till or chaiiLc doth 5 h 

Wuli h.ipj)y stqjs to tlood Orontcs' bulcs, * 

Know that the world hath not so strai'jrc a ihnv^, 

'I’wiM cast .111(1 west, as thi-^ small i.ilaiul Indcs, 

'Fhen jiass and see. without iiioie t.in\iri;j.* 

The hasty >outh to pass the stream jiioMdes, 

And ioi the co;^^ was nanow, mu, ill and ‘-ti an. 

Alone he lowed, and bade squires there \^ait , 

“l.aiuk'i he stalks about, yet iiaiijht lu s-’c^ 5(1 

IhU viuiant ;.;ro\cs, sweet shades, and iiios^y lotks 
With eaves .ind t'uuntrfins, llowcr , lieib-. and Iree^, 

'so tliat the wouls he lead lie lake** lor iiu»(.ks . , 

I lilt that j;reen isle was sweet a‘ all de"iees, 

Whciewitli cnliCLd down sii-, he and nnh'cks 
Ills Lhfted helm, and bales his Msa,i;j fan, 

To take sweet breath liom cool and identic air. « 

‘*A riimbliiv^ sound amid the wmUis deep 0<> 

Meamvhilc he heaid, and lliithei lurntil In-, sie.ht, 

And tumbling lu the tioubled sticam took kup 
How tlie stion;4 wa\es lo'^ethei ru^h and fieht. 

Whenee First lu saw’, with j^olden tiesse^, pcej) 

The ii-mg vi-ai;e of a mi;41ii bright, 

And then hei neck, her brea'-ts, and all, as low 
As he for ahame could see, or she could show. 

f 

*• So in :ne twnlij^ht docs somelimcs apjiLar 01 

A nymph, a jjodde-s, oj a f.iiry (pieen. 

And though no siien but a sprite this weie 
Yet by her beauty seemed it she h.id been 
One ot those sisters false which h.iunted neai 
The Tyirhenc shores and hej/L those w.'iier^ sheen, 

Jake theirs her face, lici voice w'ns, anii her souial. 

And thus she sung, and pleased both skica and giound . 

“ ‘ Ye happy youths, who April fresh and ]\lay 02 

Attire in dowerin*, green of lusty age. 

For gloiy vain, or virtue's idle laj. 

Do not your lender limbs to toil engage ; 

In calm streams,* fnlits ; birds, in sunshine play, 

Who followeth pleasu|’e he is only sage. 

So nature saith, yet g.flnst her sacred w'lll 
Why still rebel you, and why strive you still ? 
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^ O fools who youth pos-so^^, \cl -rcnn the same, 63 

A precious, 'but a shoit-abidini; trcasuie, 

Virtue ii:rclf IS but an idle name, 

Pii/ed by the woiUl ’bu\e icasou all 'and moasiuc, 

And honour, ^l -ry, piai-^e, ren iwn nnd faiTie, 

'lhat men's proud heaiis bewiu h with iitkliiv; pk.isuix, 

An echo IS, a sha<le, a dieam, a ilowei. 

With each wind blasted, spelled wah L\eiv showei. 

' Lilt let )oiir hajipy souk in ) posi^^ess (>4 

'rhe noiy ear'll',. s of your bodies Ian, 

Your pas-ed hainis sd\e with fory^cifulTi, s . 

Ila^te not yj>ur tonnn;^ e\ils with thoii*;hi and taic, 

l^c^.iid lu) blazini; sUir with burnin;; tH‘s-, 

i\or -.to’in, 1)01 thieatenin^ sk\, noi llmndLtin'’ .111, 

Tills w'lsdom IS, ^ood lilc. .md woildlx bli-^'', 

Kind teachelh us, nature coniiuando thi*-.’ 

ThiH sung the spinr false, aiul sicahr*: sleiD, (»3 

'I'o winch her tunes enticed ) is heaw eye* , 
lly step and step did on hi*^ sen'Cs cictp, 

Still e\ery limb tliemn unino\(d he-^, 

Not thunders loud could from tins slumber dcej». 

Of ([uict de.itli tiue iniagi*, make him use 
Then from her ambush loiih Aimidi sl.m, 

Swearing icveiige, and thieaieiung torments tin. it t. 

“ lUit when she looked on lii-> face .iwhile, 

And saw how sweet he breathed, how sidl hi l.ix, 

Ilow" his fair eyes though closed seemed to smile. 

At first she stayed, astound with great di'^may, 

Then sat ner down, so love can art beguile. 

And as she sat and looked, tied fast aw.iy 

Her wrath, that on his forehead ga/ed the maid, 

As 111 his ipung Narcissus tooting laid ; 

“ And with a veil she waped now and then f*/ 

From his fair cheeks the globes of sd\ci sweat, 

And cool iir gathered with ^ ticinbhn;; fan, • 

To mitigate the lAge of melting lieat. 

Thus, who W'ould think it, his hot e>e-glan(« can 
Of that cold frost di'^soKe the hardness great 

Which late congealed the heart of ilfat fair efame, 

Who late a foe, a lover now became. 
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*^ 0 ( woodbines, lilies, an<J of roses sweet, 68 

Which proudly dowered through that wanton plain, 

All platted f.ibt, well knit, and joined meet, • 

She framed a soft but ^irely holding chain, 

Wherewith she bound his neck his hands and feet ; 

Thus bound, thus iJikcn, did the prince leinain, 

And in a coach which two old dragons drew, 

She laid the sleeping knigtit, and thence she tlcw : 

“Nor tuincd she to Damascus' kingdoms iaigc, 69 

Nor to tile fort built in Asphalte’s lake, 

I 5 ut jealous of her dear and precious charge, 

And of her love ashamed, the way did take, 

To the wide ocean whither skiff or barge • 

From us doth seld or never voyage make. 

And there to frolic with her love a while, 
bhe cJiosc a waste, a sole and desert isle. 

“An i'»le that with her fellow's bears the name 70 

Of Foi lunate, for temperate air and mould, 

Theie in a mountain high alight the dame, 

A hill obscuiod with shades of forests old, 

• Upon whosa sides the witch by art did frame 
Continual snow, sharp frost and winter cold, 

Ilut on the lop, fiesh, pleasant, sweet and green, 
licsidc a lake a palace built this queen. 

t 

“There in peipetual sweet and flow'ering spring, 7 * 

She lives at ease, and joys hei loid at will ; 

The hardy \outh from this strange prison bring 
Your valouib must, directed by my skill, 

And overcome each monster and each thing, 

That guards the palace or that keeps the hill, 

Nor shall you want a guide, or engines fit, 

To bring you to the mount, or conquer it. 

“Beside the stream, yparted shall you find 72 

A dame, in visage young, but old in years, 

Her curl^iiJockb about her fronj are twined, 

A party-coloured lobe of silk she wears : 4 
This shall condyct you swift as air or wind* 

Or that flit bird that Jove’s hot weapon bears, 

A faithful pilot, cutinipg, trusty, sure, 

As Tiphys was, or skilful Palinure. 
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“At the hill’s foot, whereon the witch doth dwell. 

The serpents hisss, and cast their poibon vilde, 

The ugly boars do rear their bristles fell, 

Thcie gape the bears, and roar the lions wild ; 
lint yet a rod I have can easily quell 
'I'heir rage and wrath, and make them rncck and mild. 
Yet on the top and height of all the hill. 

The greatest danger lies, and greatest ill : 

“There welleth out a fair, clear, bubbling springy, 
Whose waters pure the thiisty guests entice, 

I Jut in those liquois cold the secret sling 
Of strange cUid deadly^ poiaon closed lies, 

One sup theicof the drinker’s heart doth bring 
'I'o sudden joy, whence laughter vain doth use, 

Nor that strange merriment once stops or stays, 
Till, with his laughter’s end, he end his days 

“ Then from those deadly, wicked stre.uns refrain 
Your thirsty lipr>, despite the dainty cheer 
You find exposed upon the grassy plain, 

Nor those false damsels once vouchsafe to bear, “ 
That in melodious tunes their voices strain. 

Whose faces lovely, smiling, sweet, appear ; 

Uut you iheir looks, their voice, iheir songs despise. 
And enter fair Armida’s paradise, 

“ The house is budded like a maze within, 

With turning staiis, false doors and winding ways, 

The shape whereof plotted in vellum thin 
I A\ill }Ou give, that all those sleights bewra>s, 

In midst a garden lies, where many a gin 
And net to catch frail hearts, false Cupid lays ; 

There in the verdure of the arbours green, 

With your brave champion lies the wanton (juecn. 

“ But when she haply riseth from the knight, 

And hath withdrawn her presence from tlie place, j 
Then take a shield have of diamonds bright, 

And hold the same before the young man’s fa^. 

That he may glass therein his garments light, 

And wanton soft attire, and view his c;isc*J • 

That with the sight shame and disdain may move 
His heart to leave that base and servile lo\e. 
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“ Now rcbteth nought that needful ib to tell. 

But that you *^0 secuie, safe, sure and bold, 

Unseen tlie i)alace may you enter well, 

And pas’, the dani^crs all I have foretold, 

For neither ait, nnr chaim, noi ma;,ic bpell, 

Can bloi) yoiii jiasbaj^e or \oiir steps withhold, 

Noi sh.ill Aimida, you yiarcied he, 

Your conHii;^ auyht louknow oi onre foictcc: 

“And eke as safe from that enehanteil foit 
Y(;U shall return and srape' unliurt awa\ , 

Ihii now the time doth us to rest e\hoit, 

And yo \ must rise by peep of spiin^inii day ” • 

This said, he led them thiou"h a naru'W i»oit. 

Into a lod^in;t fair wherein they liy, 

'riicte <da(i and lull of thouj^hts he left his quests 
And in liis wonted bed the old man lestb. 
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GODFREY OF BULLOIGNI 


THE ARGUMENT. 

'rh«' wHl-in*;tnK tfd lvnit»hts ior'^aki. ihfir ho«,t. 

And coini* wlicn* tlu n '*li li.irk in h.irboin lri\. 

And s( min» 'i.iil lndK'lfl nn s 

'I Ik ‘-hip'' and .uiiin s »n lui.iv 

'r ln*ir wind and pilot '••orxJ, llic -nas in poM 

'I lu y pass, and ot lontj loiirn* y m.iki* •'h»>i t way 

"I hr f.ir-sruij’hi lalo ihrj iind , Aimid.i’, charms 
Tin y M'orn, they ^huii he r sK.M'»l]ts, rU -pisi lici arm 


T he rosy-iin_ierccl mom witli j^ladsomc ray 
l\c)se to ]iei task from old Tilhonus' lap 
When Ihcir ‘^rave host f.imr where the AV^aniors lay. 
And with him l^ioii^ht the shield, the lod, tlie map 
Aiise/* quoth he, “ere lately broken djiy, 

In his Inr^lil arms the round W'orld fold or wrap. 

Ail what I piomistd, here I liave them biou'jjht, 
Enouj^h to brinj^ Arniid.d> charms to nought.” 

They started iqj, and every tender limb 
In sturdy steel and stubborn plate they dight, 
liefore the old man stalked, they followed him • 

Through gloomy sha^ies of sad and sable night. 
Through vaults obscure again and entries dim,4i» 

The way they came thetr steps remeasured right ; 

But at the flood arrived, “ Farewell,”, qutith he, ’ 
“Good luck >our aid, your guide good fortune be.” 
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The flood received them in'his bottom iow 
And lift them up above his billows thin ; 

The waters so cast up a, branch or bouj’h, 
l^y violence fust ]ilunycd and dived therein : 
l>ut when upon the shore the waves them throw, 

The knif^hts for their fair j^uide to look bt\i;in, 

And t^aiSinj; round a little bjiik they spied, 

Wherein a damsel ante the stern to guide. 

Upon her fiont her locks wcie cuiled new, 

Her eyes were courteous, full of peace and lo\e ; 

In look a saint, an an;^el bright in show, 

So m her \isagc grace and virtue strove ; 

Her robe seemed sometimes red and stimetimes blue, 
And changCrd still as she did stir or move ; 

That look how oft man’s eye beheld the same 
So oft the colours changed, went and came. 

The feathers so, that tender, soft, and plain, 

About the dove’s smooth neck close couched been, 

Do in one colour never long remain, 

• But change vheir hue gainst glimpse of Phrebiis’ sheen 
And now of rubies bright a vermeil chain, 

Now make a carknet rich of emeralds green ; 

Now mingle both, now alter, turn and change 
To thousand colouis, rich, puie, fair, and strange. 

‘‘ Enter this boat, you happy men,'’ she says, 

“ Wherein through raging waves secure I i ide, 

To which all tempest, storm, and wind obe>s, 

All burdens light, benign is stream and tide . 

My lord, that rules your journeys and your w'ays. 

Hath sent me here, your servant and your guide.” 
This said, her shallop diove she gainst the sand, 
And anchor cast amid the steadfast land. 

They entered in, her anchois she upwound, 

And launcj^dd forth to sea her pinnace flit, 

Spread to the wind her sails shl broad unjiound. 

And at the helnj^ sat down to govern u, 

Swelled the flood that all his banks he drowned 
To bear the greatest ishiii of burthen tit ; 

Yet was her fiigate little, swift and light, 

That at his lowest ebb bear it he might. 
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Swifter than thou*^ht the friendly* wind forth boic 
The slidinj; boat upon the rolling wave, 

With curded foam and froth the biHows lioar 
About the cable murmur roar and rave ; 

At L'l'^t they came where all his uatciy store 
The ilood in one deep channel did en'^jiave. 

And foith to ijreedy seas his stieims he sent. 

And so his waves, his name, himself he s]»ent. 

The wondrous boat scant touched the troubled main 
Jhit all the sea still, hushed and quiet was, 

\'anished the clouds, ceased the wind and lam, 

'J'lie iLinppsts threatened overblow and pass, 

A r^entle breathing air made even and jilain 
The a/ure face of heaven’s smooth lookin'^-glass. 

And heaven itself smiled from the skies above * 
With a calm elearncbs on the earth his love. 

liy Ascalon they sailed, and forth drived. 

Towards the w'est their speedy course they frame, 

In sij^lit of (iaza till the baik arrived, 

A little port when first it took that name ; ^ 

I5ut since, by others’ loss so well it thnted 
A city great and rich that it became. 

And there the shores and borders of the land 
They found as full of aimed men as sand. 

The passengers to landwMid turned their sight, 

And there saw' pitchdd many a stately tent, 
boldier and footman, captain, lord and knight, 

Between the shore and city, came and went . 

Huge elephants, strong camels, coursers light, 

With horndd hoofs the sandy wa>s outrent, 

And in the haven many a ship and boat. 

With mighty anchors fastened, swim and float ; 

Some spread their sails, some with strong oars sweep 
The w'aters smooth, and brush the buxom wave, ^ 
Their breasts in sunder clenVe the >iclding deep, 

The broken seas for anger foam and rave, 

When thus their guuie began, “ Sir knights, take keep 
How all these shores are spread with s(j[uadrons brave 
And troops of hardy knights, yet bn these sands 
Tlic monarch scant hath gathered half his bands. 
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“ Of Egypt only tiiose th 4 forces are. 

And aid from olhei lands they here attend. 

For iwixt the noon-dav sun and inotiiing star. 

All realms at his command do bow and bend , 

So that I trU'jt we shall letmn fioni far, 

And bring onr journey long to wished end, 
licfoie this king or Ids heuteiutiit shall 
•These armies bring 10 Zion’s conqueied wall.” 

While thus she said, as soaiing ea-do'. fly 
jMongst other buds slcuu1> ihiongh the air, 

And mounting up b< 5 hold with wakeful eye, 

'J'he radiant beams (d old Jl\pei ion's liair, 

Her gondol.i so passed swiftly by 
Twixt -^hip and ship, willioiuen fear or caie 
Who'ahi'uld hei follow, trouble, sloj) or stay, 

And forth to sea made lucky speed and way. 

Themselves fornenst old Raffia’s town they fand, 

A lO'Mi that first to sailors doth ai)]jcar 
As they fioin Syria pass to I‘-g\pt land : 

The stenle coasts of barren Rhiii.iccrc 
Tliey passed, and seas whert Casius hill dolli stand 
That w'lth his tiecs o’eispicads the water>^ near, 
Against whose loots lueakelh the bia<,ki^h wave 
Wheie Jove his temple, I*oinp< y hath his giavc : 

Then Damiat.i next, wheie tiicy behold 

How to the sea his Uibulc Nilus pa>s 

r>y his seven moullis rcnowaied in stones old. 

And by an hundred more ignoble wmns : 

They jiass the town built b} the Grecian bold, 

Of Inm called Alexandria til! our daya, 

And Pliaraolfs towci and isle removed of yore 
P'ar from the land, in>w joined to the shoie : 

Both Crete and Rhodes they left by north unseen, 
And sailed along the coasts of Afric lands. 

Whose SC& towns fair, but realtns more inward been 
All full of monsters and of desert sands . * 

With her ti\e < 5 aes then they left Cyrepe, 

Where that^old teinjile of false Hammon stands : 
Next Ptoleniais, and* that sacted wood 
Whence spring the silent streams of Lethe Hood. 
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The gjreaier Syrtc, th.it s.iilois often cast 
In pen! i;reat of death and (Ktreme, 

Tiiey comjjaised round about, and ‘salcly pa^bcd, 

I’he Cape Judeca and llood Mapia’s stieam ; 

Then Tiipoli, ;^.iinst whieh Malta jjUu'cd, 

Thu low and hid, to link in sea->» (loth bcem * 

'I lie little Syrte then, and Al/erbi's idt, 

Wheie dwelt the folk that Loioi> ate eicuhile. 

• 

Ne\t Tunis on the ciooked shoie the\ ''pied, 

Wliose bay a rock on cithei side deiend-.. 

Tunis ;ill towns in beauty, we iltli aiul juiUc 
Above, as far as Libva’s boiimK extends , 

< lam'll whieh, finm fair Sualia's ieitilc side, 
ills Tu.^i^ed tront laUbauin bc'uds. 

TliL dame tiicre pointed out where sometimes stood 
Koine's stately rivMl wliilom, La!ilii*;e pioiid . * 

« 

Cjrcat Carthage low m ashes cold doth he, 

Her I urns poor the herb-i m hci*-;ht ^cant ]>as", 
bo citie*^ fall, so jieiish km*. doins hij^h, 

'Their piidc <ind pomp lioo hid m saiul and ‘;ia'S. 
Tlnn why siiould moiial man lepmc to the, 

Whose life, is an ; bieath. wind; and body, plass ? 
Fiom thence the seaa next Ih'cri’s walls they clelt. 
And far Sardinia on their ri;.;ht hand leti 

Numidia’s inr.;hty pl.uns the\ coasted then. 

Where w'andeimy shepherds used then d(>ck^ to leed, 
'I hen Ihij^ia and Ai^iei, the inlamous don 
Ot pnaies false, Oran the\ left with speed, 

All 'I'lnj^itan they sw'iftly ov'Ciren, 

\\ here elephants and an^iy lions breed, 

Where now the realms ut Fez and Maroc be, 

(fainst which Granada’s shores and coasts they see. 

Now' are ihev iheie, where lirsi the sea biakc in 
liy j^reat Alcides’ help, as stones leign. 

True may it be that where those floods bc^nn 
It whilom was a firm .ind Solid mam 
Before the sea there throu*>h did passa^^e win 
And parted Afric from the land of bpain,^ 

Abila hence, thence Cnlpe p:icat up^prin;;s, . 

Such power hath time to chanjje the face of thm;;s 
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Four times the sun had spread his mornin^j ray 
Since first the dame launched forth her wondrous bari;e 
And never yet took port in creek or bay, 

}iut fairly forward bore the knights her charge ; 

Now through the strait her jolly ship made way, 

And boldly sailed upon the ocean large ; 

But if the sea in midst of earth was great, 

Oh what was this, wherein cauh hath her seat? 

• 

Now deep engulphed in the mighty flood 
'I hey saw not (kulcs, nor the mountains near, 

Flrd was the land, and towns on land that stood. 
Heaven coveied st.j, sea seemed the heavens to beai. 
“At l.’st, fair lady,’’ quoth Ubaldo good, 

“ That m this endless mam dost guide us here, 

If ever man before heie sailed tell, 

Or othtr lands here be wheicin men dwell ” 

t 

‘‘ Great Hercules,’’ quoth she, “ when he had quailed 
The monsteis flcice in Afric and in bpain, 

And all along your cotisi-s and countries sailed, 

Yet durst he not assay the ocean main, 

.Within his pillars w'ould he have impaled 
The oveidaiing wit of mankind vain. 

Till Loid Ulysses did those lioiindcrs pass. 

To see and know' he so desirous wvis. 

“He passed tho',e*pjil‘^*^^ m open w'ave 
Of the broad sea fiisl his bold sails untwined, 

But yet ilic greedy ocean was his grave. 

Naught helped him his skill gainst tide and wind ; 

With him all witness of his voyage brave 
Lies bulled theie, no truth theicof w'c find, 

And they whom storm hath forced that w'ay since, 

Are drowned all, or unrctuined from thence : 

“ So that this mighty sea is >et unsought, 

Where thousand isles and kingdoms lie unknown, 

No: void of men as some have vainly thought. 

But peop’eJ well, and w'onned like your owm ; 

The land is fertile ground, but scant w'ell wrought, 

Air wholesome, femperate sun, grass picvidly grown.” 
“But,” qupth Uba]do, “dame, I pray thee teach 
Of that hid wxirld, what be the laws and speech ? ” 
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“As diverse be their nations,” answered she, 28 

“Their torgues, their rites, their laws so different are , 

Some pray to beasts, some to a stone or tree, 

Some to the earth, the sun, or morning star ; 

Their meats unwholesome, vile, and hateful be, 

Some eat man’s flesh, and captives ta’en m war. 

And all from Calpe’s mountain west that dwell, 

In faith piofane, in life are Hide and fell,” 

“ lJut will our gracious God,” the knight replied' 20 

“ That with Ins blood all sinful men hath bought, 

His truth forever and his gospel hide 

From all those lands, as yet unkmnvn, unsought ? ” 

‘•Oh no,” quoth she, “his name both far and wide 
Shall there be known, all learning thither brought. 

Nor shall these long and tedious ways for ever , 

Your world and ihcirb, their lands, your kingdoms sever 

“ The time shall come that '>ailors shall disdain 30 

To talk or argue of Alcidcs’ streat, 

And lands and seas that nameless yet remain, 

Shall well be known, their boundaries, site and scat, 

The ships encompass shall the solid mam, * 

As far as seas outstretch their wateis great. 

And measure all the world, and with the sun 
About this earth, this globe, this compass, run 

“A knight of (ienes shall have the hardiment :;t 

ITpon this w'ondrous vovage fiisl to w'end, 

Nor w'lnds nor waves, that ships in sunder rent, 

Nor seas unused, strange clime, or pool unkenned. 

Nor other peril nor astonishment 

That makes frail hearts of men to bow and bend, 

Within Abilas' strait shall keep and hold 
The noble spiiit of this sailor bold 

Thy ship, Columbus, shall her canvas wing 32 

Spread o'er that world that yet concealed lies, 

That scant swift fame her Iqoks shall after bring; 

Though thousanc** plumes she have, and thousand eyes , 

Let her of Bacchus and Alcides sing, 

Of thee to future age let this suffice. 

That of thine acts she some forev/ariling give. 

Which shall in verse and noble story live.” 
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Thus talkm*;, swift twixt south and west thty iiin, 33 

And sliced out t\M\t froth and foam their w.u ; • 

At once they saw bcfoic, the settin;^ sun ; 

Jjchind, the ri-.in;^ benirt of sprini^in^ fiay ; 

And when the morn hci drops and dews bej^un • 

To scatter broad u])on the tloweTinj^ lav, 

F«u off a lull and mountain hi;^h thev spied, 

\\ hose loj 3 the cloud a cnviVon, clothe and Irde ; 

And drawm^^ near, the hill at case they view, 34 

When all the clouds weic molten, fallen and tied, 

\\ ho-^c top ])} iamid-\Mbe did jjomlcd '^how, 

Hi^h, TKinou, sharp, the sides yet more out'^pic.id, 

'riiciice now and then tire, llanie and smoke ouilkw, 

As fioin that lull, wheicinider lies in Ind 
Kncek dll'., whence with impcnoii-. sway 
Liijiht li 'e breaks out by night, black smoke by^day. 

About the hill lay other islands small, 35 

Wheie othei locks, ciaji'., chfF*, and mountains stood. 

The Isles Foitunate these elder time did <al], 

To which high Hea\en thev feigned so kind ami good, 

And of Ills Hjcssings rich so libeial, 

That w'llhout till.igc c.irtli gue-. loin fui food. 

And grapt^ that swell with swe(*t .ind })1 cci-jIis wme 
There w’tlhout pinning \RkU the feitile \inc. 

t 

The olnc fat theie ever buds and llnw’ers, 36 

The honc\-diops from hollow' oaks distil, 

'J'he falling biook her cilvei sti earns downpours 
With gentle nuirmiir tioni iheir native hill. 

The w'e'iiein bla^t teinpeieth with dews and showeis 
The buiiny lays, lest lieat thr blo-^oiUi kill, 

The fields l-Jysian, as fond heathen sain, 

Were there, where souls of men in bliss icmain. 

To these their pilot steered, ‘‘And now," quoth she, 37 

“Your voy.i^'e long to end biought well-near, 

The happ\* Isles of Fortune now you see. 

Of which great faino, and little truth, you^iear. 

Sweet, wholesoUvo, pleasant, feitile, fat they be. 

Yet not so rich as fame reports thev were.” 

This said* toward? ap. I'-Iand fiesh she bire, 

The first of ten, that lies next Afric’s shore ; 
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When Charles thus, “If, wcu-ihy *^^)vcrncss, 

To our j^oo'l speed ?uch tariKince be no let, 

Upon this isle that llca\eii so fair doih bless, 

'lo view the ];lace, on land a \\hile ns bet. 

To know the folk and what Ciod the\ (onfess. 

And all whereby man’s heart ma\ knowlcd.^e pfcl, 
TJiat 1 miy tell the wonders iheicni -een 
Another day, and say, there ha\e I liten.'’ 

She answered him, “ Well fits tlii-i hit’ll cksiic 
Thy nobl(‘ heart, >et cannot I consent ; 

Foi Jle.Lven's deciee, firm, stable, .ind entire, 

Thy wish icpULiis, and uainst thj will is bent, 

Nor \et the time hath Titan's i^lidiin^ the 
Met foith, prelKed tor this disCoveinnient, 

Nor is it lawful of the ocean in i.ii ' 

That you tlie secrets know, or known evplain. 

“ To you w’lthouien needle, map or caul 
Its ^iven to pass these seas, and iheie .iiri\e 
Where in strong prisc)n lies \oiir ki ij^ht iinbancd. 
And of her picy >011 must the witch depiive : 

If fuither to aspiie >011 be picji.iieil. 

In v'am j;a.insl fate and Hc'civen's de< rec yc'U stin’e 
While thus she said, the first seen isle p:ave pl.icc. 
And hij;h and loii^h the second show'ed Jus tacc 

I 

They sriw’ liow- eastw ml sticlched in ordci lon^, 

The h«ippy is],inds .'sweetly lloweiin^ la) , 

And how the se.is betwixt those i^lcs Liithion^, 

And how" they ''hcnildeied land fioin land aw’ay 
In seven of tlicm the people lude a’lnon^ 

The shady trees their sheds had built of cl.iy, 

The lest lay wa'.ie, unless wild beasts inisctm. 

Or w'anton nymphs, roamed on the mounts ns e.icc' 

A secret place they found in one of those. 

Where the cleft snore sea in his bosom takes, 

And twuxt his sti etched arms doth fold and clost^ 

An ample bay, a i*bck the haven makes, 

Which to the main (Joth Ivs broad back oppft-^e. 
Whereon the roaring billow' cleaves and^bieaks, ^ 

And here and there two crags like? tuir^ ts high, 
Point forth a port to all that sail thereby ; 
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The quiet sctis below lie s^c and still, 43 

Tile j;rcen wood like a jj:arland grows aloit, 

Sweet caves within, cool shades and waters shrill, 

Where he the nyinphs on moss and ivy soft ; 

No anchor there needs hold her frig, ate still, 

Nor cable twisted sure, though breaking oft : 

Into this desert, silent, quiet, glad. 

Entered the dame, and there her haven made. 

“ The palace proudly built,” quoth she, behold, 44 

"rii.at ‘^its on top of yonder mountain’s height, 

( >f Christ’s true faith there lies the champion bold 
In idleness, love, fancy, folly light ; 

When Ph(cbus shall his rising beams unfold, 
iTeparc you gainst the hill to mount upright. 

Nor leT this stay in your bold hearts breed care, 

For, save that one, all hours unlucky aic , , 

‘‘ Hut yet this evening, if >011 make good speed, 45 

'I'o that hill’s foot w’lth da\ light might you ])ass." 

I’hus said the dame their guide, and they agreed, 

,And took their leave and leaped forth on the gra-)S , 

They found Sie w-ay that to the lull doth lead, 

And softly went that neither tired was, 

But at the mountain’s foot they both arri\ed, 

Before the sun his team m waters dived. 

They saw' how from the crags and clefts below 46 

His proud and stately pleasant top grew out. 

And how^ his sides w'ere clad with fri>.st .ind snow. 

The height was green wuth herbs ami tlow'eiets soul, 

Take hairy locks the trees about him giow. 

The rocks of ice keep watch and waul about. 

The tender roses and the lilies new, 

Thu« ait tan nature change, and kind subdue. 

Within a thick, a dark and shady plot, 47 

At the hill’s foot that night the warriors dwell, 

But when the sun his rays bright, shining^ hot, 

Dispread of golden light the eternal well, * 

Up, up,” the)^cried, and fiercely up tjiey got, 

And climbed boldly gainst the mountain fell ; 

But forth there crept* from w'hence I cannot say. 

An ugly serpent w'hich forestalled their way. 
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Armed with golden scales his h^ad and crest 
He hfted'high, his neck swelled gicat w'Uh ire, 
Flamdd his eyes, and hiding with his bieast 
All the broad path, he poison brea'thed and fire. 

Now reached he forth in folds and forward picssed. 
Now would he back in rolls and heaps retire, 

Thus he presents himself to guard the place, 

'I'hc knights pressed forw aid with a'^suied pace • 

Charles drew forth his brand to strike the snake : 
Ubaldo cried, Stay, my companion dear, 

Will you with sword or w'capon battle make 
Against this monster that affronts us hcie? 

'J'his said, he gaii his charmed rod to shake, 

So that the serpent durst not hiss for fctU, 

Hut lied, and dead for dread fell on the grass, 

And so the passage plain, ealh, open was. 

A little higher on the way they met 
A lion fierce that hugely roared and cried, 

Ills ciest he i eared high, and open set 
Uf his broad-gaping jaws the futnacc wide. 

Ills stein his back oft smote, his rage to whet, 

Piut when the sacred stalY he once es})ied 

A trembling fear through his bold lie.irt was spicatl 
His native wrath w’as gone, and sw ift he lied 

The hai dy couple on their way forth wend. 

And met a host that on them roai and gape, 

Of savage beasts, tofore unseen, unkend, 

Differing in voice, in semblance, and in shape ; 

All monsters which hot Afnc doth forthscnd, 

Tw'ixt Nilus, Atlas, and the southern cape. 

Were all there met, and all wild beasts besides 
Hyrcania breeds, or Hyrcane forest hide-^. 

But yet that fierce, that strange and savage host 
Could not in presence of those worthies stand, 

But fled away, their heartland courage lost, • 

When Lord UiJaldo shook his charming w^and 
No other let then; passage stopped or closed ; 

Till on the mountain’s top themselves they fand. 

Save that the ice, the frost, and drifted sno'w. 

Oft made them feeble, weary, faint and slow'. 
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But having pas-sed all thatifrozen ground, 5 \ 

And ovcigonc that winter sharp and keen, 

A warm, mild, pleasant, gentle sky they found. 

That ovci spread .1 large* and ample green, 

The wiiuK breathed spikenard, nnrrh, and balm atound. 

The bl.ists were firm, unchanged, stable been, 

Not as elsewhere the winds now now fall. 

And Bheehu^ ihotc a\o shiAos. sets not at all. 

Not as f Uewheie now sunshine brigln now showet'*, 54 

Now htat now cold, thcie inleirhangi'd wtre, 

But everlasting Jspring mild heaven <lo\vn poms, — 

In whieh nor r«iin, nor stomi, not clouds appear. — 

Nursing to fields, then gtass ; to grass, his flowir-i ; 

To flowers tin 11 smell ; to trees, the leaves they bear ■ 

'rhere J)y ti lake a stately palacc‘ stands, 

Thai oveilook-j .ill mountains, seas and lands . 

f 

The passage hard against the mountain sieen 55 

'rhesc tiavellers had faint and weaiy made. 

Tli.it through tho-ic gr.assy plains they scamly creep ; 

They M.'ilkid, they tested oft, they went, they si.a^CLl 
When from the rocks, that seemed for joy to ueep, 

Before their loel a diopping crystal 

Enticing them to drink, and on the flowers 
The plenteous spring a thousand stie.ima down pou 
« 

AU which, united in tlie s})nnging glass, 56 

Ate foith a chinncl ihnmgh the lender giecii 
And undc'ineath <*ternal shade did pa&s, 

With muimur shiill, c<ild, pure, and scantl> sem , 

Yet so transparent, that perccivi 5 d was 
The bottom iich, and s.inds that golden bctn. 

And on the brims the silken glass aloft 
Troffered them seats, sweet, easy, fic^h ami soft. 

“ See here the stre.am of laughter, see the spnng.” 57 

Quoth thev, of danger and of deadly pam, 

Here fondUc'-ire must by fair gi>verning 
Be ruled, our lust bridled with wisdom's r^in. 

Our ears be stojlfC'd while these Siicns smg, 

Their notes enticing man to pleasure vain '' 

Thus passed theyVor»/ard where tlie stream did m.ake 
An ample pond, a large and spacious lake. 
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There (»n a tAblc was all dainty food 58 

That sea, that earth, or liquid air could give, 

And in the crystal of the laughing Hood 
They saw two naked \ 11 gins bathe and di\e. 

That sometimes lo\ing, sometimes wrcstlmj stood, 

Sometime^ for ^peed ami skill in swimuiiiu’ strive, 

Now underneath they di\c»l, now rose idjo\e, 

And ticiiig baits laid foith ol lust and love 

The-.e naked w.intons, lendci, lair and white, 50 

Moved so tar the w'.iriKa's' stubhoin hcaits. 

That on their shape" they g.i/ed with ilelight ; 

'JT»‘ nymidis applied lluir swx'ct .diming ait'>. 

And one of thfMii aboVo the watcr-^ quite. 

Lift up her head, her bieasts and hiehei pait^. 

And all that might weak eyes subdue .ind take, 

Ht r iow'cr beauties veiled the gentle lake 

As when the morning star, esi.apcd and lied bu 

From greedv waves, wath dewy beanv- up flu's, 

C>r as the (^ueen of Love, new' boin and bicd 
Of tne Ocean’s fruiifiil fioth, did fust aii^e . 

So vented slie her golden locks foilh shed 
Round peails and crystal moist tlictein which lies 
Ihit when hei eves upon the knights she cast. 

She btait, and feigned her of their '^Ight aghast. 

And her fair locks, that in a knot w’ere tied 6/ 

High on her ciowm, she gan at large iinfidd ; 

Which falling lung and thick .and spreading wide, 

TJie ivory soft and white mantled m gold 

TJuis her fair skin the dame would clothe and hide, 

And that W’h’ch hid it no lc".s fan was hold ; 

Thus clad in wmvcs and hu'ks, hei c>cs divine, 

Fiom them ashamed did she turn and twine. 

Withnl she smiled and she blushed withal, i)2 

Her blush, her smilings, smiles hei blushing gra^'ccl 
Over her face her amber tre .ses fall, • 

Whereimder Lov^liimself in .ambush jilaced . 

At la^t she warbled /or th a treble small, 

And with sweet looks her sw’eet songs interlaced ; 

“ Oh happy men ! that have the ’grace,’’ quoth she, 

“ This bliss, this heaven, this paradise to see. 



320 


JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 


“ This IS the place whereiii*you may assuage 
Your sorrows past, here is that joy and bliss 
That flouiished in the antique golden age, 

Here needs no law, here none doth aught amiss : 

Put off those arms and fear not Mars his rage, 

Your sword, your shield, your helmet needless is ; 
Then consecrate them here to endless rest, 

You shall lovers champions be, and soldiers blest. 

“ The fields for combat here are beds of down, 

Oi heaped lilies under shady brakes ; 

But come and see oui queen with golden crown, 

That al^ her servants blest and happy makes, 

She will admit you gently for her own, 

Numbered with those that of her joy partakes: 

But fiisf within this lake your dust and sw’cat 
Wash off, and at that table sit and eat.'' « 

While thus she sung, her sister luted them nigh 
With many a gesture kind and loving show, 

To music’s sound as dames in court apply 
Xheir cunning^feet, and dance now swift now slow' ; 
But still the knights unmoved passed by, 

These vain delights for wicked charms they know , 
Nor could their heavenly voice or angel’s loolc, 
Surprise their hearts, if eye or ear they look. 

P'or if that sweetness once but touched their hearts. 
And proffered there to kindle Cupid’s fire. 

Straight armed Reason to his chaige up starts, 

And quencheth Lust, and killeth fond Uesire ; 

Thus scorned were the dames, their wnles and ails. 
And to the palace gates the knights retire, 

While in their stream the damsels divdd sad. 
Ashamed, disgraced, for that repulse they had 
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GODFREY OF BULLOIGNE. 


THE ARGUMENT 

Ilv ''tMicbor'i ]jass throai;h all ihi* pal.ico bnf;ht 
Whore in sweet prison lie'> RinaWlo pent, 

And do so much, that full fif r.\Ke nnd spur, 

With them he goes sad, shamed, dneonioni 
With plaints and prayers to ita.iin hei knight 
Armidci strives; he hears, but thence he went,* 

And she forlorn her palace great and lair 
Destroys for grief, and ilivs thence through the air. 


T HK palace great is builded rich and lound. 

And in the centre of the inmost hold 
There lies a garden sweet, on fertile ground, 

Fairer than that where grew the trees of gold : 

The cunning sprites had buildings reaied around 
With doors and entries false a thousandfold, 

A labyrinth they made that fortress brave, 

Like Daedars prison, or Porsenna’s grave. 

The knights passed through the castle’s laigcst gate. 
Though round about an hundred ports there shine, 
The door-leaves framed of caeved silver-plate, • 
Upon their golden*hinges turn and twine, 

They stayed to view Jhis woik of wit and ^9le, 

The workmanship excelled the substance fine, ^ 
For all the shapes in that rich mefal wrought, 
Save speech, of living bodies wanted naught. 

391 
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Alcidca there sat tcllin" tales, and spun 
Among tlic feeble troops of damsels mild, 

He that the fiery gates of hell had won 

And heaven upheld ; false Love stood by and smiled : 

Aimed uitli his club fair lole forth lun, 

His club with blood of monsters foul defiled, 

And on her back his hon\skin had she, 

Too rough a bark for such a tender tree. 

IJeyond wa-^ niatie a sc«i, whose azure flood 
The hoaiy froth crushed from the suige.^ blue, 

Wherein two navies gicat well ranged stood 
Of wailikc ships, fiie from their aims outfiew'. 

The waters burned about iheir vessels good, 

Sucli flame 3 the gold theiein encbaseil threw, 

Ca*sar his Romans hence, the Asian kings 
Thence Antony and Indian princes biings. 

The CJycladcs seemed to swim amid the main. 

And hill gainst hill, and mount gainst inountam smote, 
With sutli great fury met those armies twain ; 

» Heio 1)111 nt j ship, there sunk a batk or boat, 

Merc d.iilb and wild-fiie flew% theie diowned or chiiii 
Uf punces de id the bodies fleet and float ; 

Here Ca'sai wMns, and yonder conqueied been 
The Eastern ships, theie fled the Egyptian queen : 

Antonius eke himself to flight betook, 

The cmpiie lost to wdiich he would asjiirc. 

Yet fled not he nor fight for fear forsook, 

But followed her, drawn on by fond desire : 

Well might you see within his troubled look, 

Strive and contend, love, courage, shame and ire ; 

Oft looked he back, oft gazed he on the fight, 

But oftener on his mistress and her flight. 

Then in the seciet ciecks of fruitful Nile, 

Cast m her lap, lie w'ould sad death await, 

And in the pleasure of her lovJly smile 
Sweeten the bitter stroke of cursed fate : 

All this did artVith cuiious hand compile 
In the lich metal of that princely gate. 

The knights these stories viewed first and last. 

Which seefi, they forward pressed, and in they passed 
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As through his channel crooked oleander glides 8 

With turns and twines, and lolls now to, now fio, 

Whose streams lun forth there to the salt sea sides 
Here back return and to their spiiiigward go : 

Sucli ciookcd paths, such ways this palace hides ; 

Yet all the maze their map described s«), 

That through the labxrmth they got m line, 

As Theseus did by Ariadne’s line. 

When they had passed all those troubled ways, y 

The gaiden sweet spread forth her grec'^ to show. 

The moMiig crystal Irom the fountain-^ plajs, 

Fair trees, high plants, strange herbs and flow ei els new, 
Sunshiny hill , dales hid from i^htebus’ lays. 

Gloves, aiboiirs, mossy ca\cs, at once they view, ^ 

And that which beauty most, most wondeT bt ought, 

Nowhc/c appeared the art which all this wi ought. 

So witli the rude the poli'-hcd mingled was 
That natural seeim'd all and ever> pail, 

Natuie would craft in counterfeiting pass, 

And imitate lier imitator art : • 

Mild was the air, the skies w'etc. clear as glass, 

The trees no whiilwind felt, noi tempest smart, 

}lut eie the fruit drop otT, the blossom comes. 

This spiings, that falls, that npeneth ani this blooms. 

The IcavcD upon the self-same bough did hide i x 

lleside the young the old and ripened fig, 

Here fruit was green, theie iipc with \ciincil side, 

The apples new^ and old grew on one twig, 

The fiuitful vine her arms spread high and w’ide 
That bended underneath their clusters big, 

The grapes weie tender here, hard, young and sour, 

There purple ripe, and nectar sweet forth i^our. 

The joyous birds, hid under greenwood shade, iz 

Sung meriy notes on every branch and bough, • 

The wind that in tlfc leaves and waters played 
With murmur sweet, now sung, and whistlodMiow ; 

Ceasdd the birds, theVind loud answer made, 

And while they sung, it rumbled soft ancf low ; 

Thus were it hap or cunning, chance or art, 

The wind in this strange music bore his part. 
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With party-colouicd phiirics and pin pie bill, 

A wondrous bird among the rest there flew, 

That in plain speech syng lovc-lays loud and shrill, 
Her Icden was like human language tiuc ; 

So much she talked, and with such wit an4 skill, 

That strange it scemdd how much good she knew, 

Her feathered fellows all stood hush to hear, 

Dumb was the wind, the waters silent were. 

“ The gently budding rose,” quoth she, “ behold, 

That first scant peeping forth with virgin beams, 

Half ope, half shut, her beauties doth upfold 
In tiieir dear leaves, and less seen, f.iiier seems, 

And after spreads them forth moie broad and bold, 
Then languishcth and dies in last cxticmcs, 

Nor seems the same, that decked bed and bower 
Of many a lady late, and paramour ; 

“ So, in the passing of a day, doth pass 
The bud and blossom of the life of man. 

Nor e’er doth flourish moie, but like the grass 
‘ Cut down, b'^cometh withered, pale and w'an 
Oh gather then the rose while time thou hast 
Short is the day, done when it scant began, 

Gather the rose of love, while yet thou mayest, 
Loving, be lovfd ; embracing, be embraced.’' 

He ceased, and as approving all he spoke. 

The choir of birds their heavenly tunes renew', 

The turtles sighed, and sighs with kisses bioke, 

The fowls to shades unseen by pairs withdrew ; 

It seemed the laurel chaste, and stubborn oak. 

And all the gentle trees on earth that grew', 

It seemed the land, the sea, and heaven above. 

All breathed out fancy sweet, and sighed out love. 

Through all this music lare, and strong consent 
Of strange allurements, sweet 'bove mean and measure, 
Severe, firm, constant, .still the knights f^rthwTnt, 
Hardening thejrhearts gainst false enticing pleasure, 
HTwixt leaf andleaf their sight before they sent, 

And after crept themselves at ease and leisure. 

Tin they beheld the queen, set with their knight 
Besides the lake, shaded with boughs from sight : 



JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 




Her breasts were naked, for the da^ wks hot, iS 

Her locks unbound waved in the wanton wind ; 

Some deal she sweat, tired with the j^aine you wot. 

Her sweat-drops brijj^ht, white, round, ^ ike pearls of Indc* ; 

Her humid eyes a fiery smile foiihshot 
That like sunbeams in silver fountains shined. 

O’er him hei looks she hung, and her soft breast 
The pillow was, wheie he and*lo\e took rest. 

His hungry eyes upon her face he fed, 19 

And feeding them so, pined himself away ; 

And she, declining often down her head, * 

His lips, his checks, his eyes kissed, as he lay, 

Wherewith he sighed,, as if his soul had tied 
From his frail breast to hers, and there would stay 
With her beloved sprite : the aimed pair » 

These follies all beheld and this hot fare. 

• 

Down by the lovers’ side there pendent was 20 

A crystal mirror, bright, pure, smooth, and neat, 

He rose, and to his mistress held the glass, 

A noble page, graced with that service gieat; 

She, with glad looks, he with inflamed, alas, * 

lleauty and love beheld, both in one seat ; 

Vet them in sundry objects each espies, 

She, in the glass, lit- saw them in her eyes : 

Her, to command ; to serve, it pleased the knight ; 2 1 

He proud of bondage ; of her empire, she ; 

“My deal,’’ he said, “ that blessest with thy sight 
Even blessed angels, turn thine eyes to me. 

For painted in my lieart and portrayed right 
Thy worth, thy beauties and perfections be, 

Of which the form, the shape and fashion best, 

Not in tins glass is seen, but in my breast. 

“And if thou me disdain, yet be content 22 

At least so to behold thy lovely hue, 

That while thereon thy looks ajre fixed and bent • 

Thy happy eyes theAselves may see and view ; 

So rare a shape no crystal can present, 

No glass contain that lieaven of beauties true ; 

Oh* let the skies thy worthy mirror be J* 

And in clear stars thy shape and image see.” 
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And with that word she smiled, and ne’ertheless 23 

Her love-toys still she used, and plccasiires bold ! 

Her hair, that done, she twisted up in ticss, 

And loo-^cr locks in silken laces 1 oiled, 

Her cuik's f;arland\M'=e she did up-dicss, 

Wherein, like nch enamel laid on "old, 

The twisted flowers smiled, and her white breast 
The lilies thcie that sprin^^i with lo-e^) dressed. 

The jolly peacock spreads not half so fair 24 

The eydd fc.uheis of hi-^ pompous tiam ; 

Not {.'■olden Ins so bends in the air 

Her twoniy-colouied bow, tbroui»h clouds of lain ; 

Yei all liei oinainenls, stian^e, nch and laic. 

Her "irdle did in jiricc and beaut) stuin, 

Nor that, with scorn, which Tuscan (kiilla Inst, 

Nor Venus Cc-aon, could match this for cost. 

Of mild denays, of tendei scorns, of sweet 25 

Repulses, war, peace, hope, despair, joy, fear, 

Of smiles, jests, mirth, woe, *4rief, and sad ie.!icet, 

Si'jflis, sonows, tcar.s, embiacemcnls, kis-es deai, 

< That ini\ed i^>st by wei'^ht and inea-ure inoLt, 

Then at an easy fuc nttempcied were. 

This wondrous ^'irdle did Aimida frame, 

And, when she ^YouId be hoed, \»’oio the same. 

But "when her wooing fit \vas bi ought to end, 26 

She congee took, kissed him, and went her way ; 

lor once she used eveiy day to \^cn(l 

Bout her affairs, her sjiells and charm? to sa) 

The youth remained, vcm liad no power to liend 
One step from thence, but used Ihcie t > sUay 

Mongst the sweet buds, thiough e\cr) walk ami grove 
Alone, save for an hennit false called Lo\e 

And when the silence deep and friendly shade 27 

Recalled the lover i to their wonted spoit, 

In a fair i for pleasure builj:, the> laid, 

And longest nights wdth joys made sweet <jnd short 
Now while the jmecn lier household things surveyed. 

And left her lord Tier garden and disport, 

The IwaiH that hi^^den m the bushes w*erc 
Before the prince in glistering arms apjiear : 
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As the fierce steed for age withdrawn from war 
Wherein the glorious beast had aih-ays wone, 

That m vile* rest from fight scqueslered far, 

Feeds with the mares at large, his service done. 

If arms he see, or hear the trumpet's j.ir, 

He nciglieth loud and thither fi-^t doth run, 

And wishcth on his back the armed knight, 
T.onging for j )usts, for tournament and fight . 

So fared Rinaldo when the glorious light 
Of lliLir blight harness glistered in his »-yes, 

Ills noble sprite awaked at that Mght , 

Ills blood began to warm, his hcait to rise, 

Though, drunk with Cwise, devoid of wonted might 
On sleep till then his weakened \irlue he-.. 

Ubaldo foi ward -stepped, and to him hield 
Of diamonds clear that pure and precious shiehl* 

t 

Upon the taigc his looks ama/cd he bent, 

And therein all his wanton habit spied, 

JI^s civet, balm, and perfumes ledolent, 

How from his locks they smoked and mantle wide. 
Ills sw’ord th.it m.im a Tagaii stout had shent^ 
licwTajiped with Howlers, hung ulK by his side, 

So nicely decked that it seemed the knight 
Wore It for fashion’s sake but not foi fight. 

As when, from sleep and idle dreams abraid, 

A man aw^aked calls home his wuts again ; 

So in beholding his attiie he pla\cd, 

Hut yet to view’ himself could not sustain, 

His looks he dowmw.ud cast and naught he said, 
Giieved, shamed, sad, he would have died fain, 

And oft he washed the earth or ocean w’ide 
Would sw’allow him, iind so his eriors hide. 

Ubaldo took the time, and thus begun, 

** All Europe now’ and Asia be in Wcir, 

And all that Christ adore and fame have w’on, 

In battle strong, i^ Syiia figfiling are ; 

Hut thee alone, Rertoldo’s noble son. 

This little corner ket’pi?, exiled far 

From all the world, buried in sloth qjid shame, 

A carpet champion for a wanton &ame. 
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What letharge hath m drowsiness up-penned 33 

Thy courage thus ? what sloth doth thee infect ? 

Up, up, our camp and Godfrey for thee send, 

Thee fortune, praise and* victor}' expect, 

Come, fatal champion, bring to happy end 
This entei prise begun, and all that sect 

Which oft thou shaken hast to earth full low 
With tliy shaip brand stiikt* down, kill, overthrow.” 

This s.ud, the noble infant stood a space 34 

Confused, speechless, senseless, ilUasliamed ; 

But when that shaincf to just disdain gave place, 

To lierce disdain, from courage sprung untamed, 

Anotiier redness blushed through his face, 

Whence woithy anger shone, displeasuie flamed. 

Ills niqe attire in scorn he rent and tore, 

For of his bondage vile that witness bore ; 

That done, he hasted from the charmed fort, 35 

And through the maze passed with his searchers twain, 

Armida of her mount and chiefest port 
Wondered to iind the furious keeper slain, 

*A while she ft' ired, but she knew m short. 

That her dear lord was fled, then saw she plain, 

Ah, woeful sight ! how from her gates the man 
In haste, m fear, in wrath, in anger ran. 

“ Whither, O cruel ! leavest thou me alone ? ” 36 

She would have ciied, her grief her speeches sta\ed, 

So that her woeful words circ backward gone, 

And in her heart a bitter cclio made ; 

Poor soul, of greater skill than she was one 
Whose knowledge from her thus her joy conveyed, 

This wist she well, yet had desire to prove 
If art could keep, if charms recall her love. 

All what the witches of Thessalia land, 37 

With lips unpure yet ever said or spake. 

Words that* could make heaven*fi rolling circles stand. 

And draw the damned ghosts from Limbo^ake, 

AIL well she knew^ but vet no time she fand 
To use her knowledge or her charms to 'make, 

But left her arts, a^\d .^orth she ran to prove 
If single beauty were best charm for love. 
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She ran, nor of her honour took^ regard, 38 

Oh where- be all her vaunts and triumphs now ? 

Love’s empire great of late she made or marred, 

To her his subjects humbly bend and bow, 

And with her pride mixed was a scorn so hard, 

That to be loved she loved, yet whilst they woo 
Her lovers all she hates ; that pleased her will 
To conquer men, and conquered so, to kill. 

r>ut now herself disdained, abandoned, 3cj 

Ran after him ; that from her fled in scorn, 

And her despisdd beauty labouriSd * 

With humble plaints and prayers to adorn ; 

Slie ran and hasted after him that fled, 

Through frost and snow, through briar, bush and thorn, 

And sent her cries on message her before, , 

Tliat reached not him till he had reached the shore. 

“ Oh thou that leav'st but half behind,’* quoth she, 40* 

“ Of my poor heart, and half with thee dost carry, 

Oh tike th<s part, or render that to me, 

Else kill them both at once, ah tarry, tarry : 

Hear my last words, no paitmg kiss of thee* * 

1 crave, fur some more fit with thee to marry 

Keep them, unkind ; what fear’st thou if thou stay ? 

'1 h(ju may’st deny, as well as rim away. ’* 

At this Rinaldo stopped, stood still, and stayed, 41 

She came, sad, bieathless, weary, famt and weak. 

So woebegone was never nymph or maid 
And yet her beauty’s pride grief could not bieak, 

On him she looked, she gazed, but naught she said, 

She would not, could not, or she durst not speak, 

At her he looked not, glanced not, if he did, 

Those glances shamefaced were, close, secret, hid. 

As cunning singers, ere they strain on high, 4^ 

In loud melodious tunes, their gentle voice, 

Prepare the hearers’ ears tj) harmony 

Witli feignings ^^eet, low notes and warbles choice : 

So she, not having yet forgot pardie ^ 

Her wonted shifts and sleights in Cupid’s toys, 

A sequence first of sighs and sobs forthcast,* 

To breed compassion dear, then spake at last : 
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“ Suppose not, cruel, that I come to vow 
Or ])r.iy, as ladie^ do their lAves and lords ; 

Such were we late, if thou disdain it now, 

Or scorn to grant such gr*^cc as love affords, 

At least yet as an enemy listen thou ; 

Sworn foes sometime will talk and chaffer woids, 
For what I adc ihcc, may’st thou giant right well, 
And lessen naught thy \viath*and angci fell. 

If me thou hate, and in that hale delight, 

1 come not ro appease thee, hntc me still, 

It‘s like fo» like ; 1 boje great hate and spite 
(itiinsl Chiistians all, chiefly i wibh thee ill 
I was a Jkig.in horn, and all my might 
Against Godfiedo bent, mme ait and skill : 

I followed thee, took tlue, and bore thee far, 

I’o this strange idc, and kept thee sa^c fiom Avai. 

‘‘ And more, ’which more thy hate mav justly move, 
More to thy l 0 '.>, mote to thy shame and giief, 

I thee inchanted, and allured to love. 

Wicked deceit, craft worthy sharp repiief; 

Mine honoui g8\c I thee all gifts above, 

And of my beauties made thee lord and chief, 

And to my suiiois old what I denayed, 

That gave I thee, my lo\ci new, imprayed. 

“ But reckon that among nn faults, and let 
Those many wiongs pro\okc thee so to wrath. 

That hence thon run, and that at nought thou set 
'I'his pleasant house, so many jciys which hath ; 

Cio, travel, pas:> the seas, fight, conquest get, 

Destroy our faith, what shall 1 say, our faith ? 

Ah no ’ no longer ours, before lh\ shrine 
Alone I pi ay, thou cruel saint of mine ; 

*‘AI1 only let me go with thee, unkind, 

A smiill request although I were thy foe, 

The spoiler ^eldom leaves the piey behind, 

Who triumphs lets his captives with him g^; 

Among thy prisoners poor Armida bind, 

And let the campTfferease thy praises so.* 

That thy beguiler s% thou couldst beguile, 

And point at me, thy tlirall and bondslave vile. 
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“ DespistM bondslave, since my lord doth hate 48 

These lucks, why keep 1 them i?r hold them dear ? 

Come cut them olT, that to my scr\ilc state 
M\ habit answer may, and all my^^i;car : 

I follow thee in spite of death and fate, 

'1 hi ouj^h battlc‘i fierce where dan^oi s most appear, 

Cfiurage 1 have, and slicngth cnoiu;h perchance, 

To lead thy courser spare; and bear thy lance : 

“ I will or bear, or be myself, thy shield, 4g 

And to defend ihy life, will Ic^se mine own : 

Tins breast, tins bosom soft shall be .thy bield 
Camst Mtuiins of arrows, darts and weapons thrown ; 

Thy foes, pardie, cncounterin;^ thee in held, 

Will spaic to stiike fliec, mine affection known, 

Lest me they wound, noi will shaip vengeance take 
On thee, f<jr this dcspi^dd beauty’s sake. * 

‘‘ O wietch ’ dare I still vaunt, or help invoke j}Os^ 

Fioni tins pior beauty, scorned and di-rdtiincd 
She ^aid no more, her teais her speeches broke. 

Which from Ijcr eyes like stieams from sprini.’s down rained: 

She would have caii;;hL him b\ the hand or^loak, 
lUit lie stepped backwaid, and himself lestraincd, 

Concjueied his will, his heart ruth softened not, 

Thete plaints no issue, love no entrance ^^ot 

Love entered not to kindle in his breast, 5 1 

Which Reason late had cpicnciicd, his wontdcl flame ; 

^'et entered Ibty in the ])lace at least, 

Love’s si-ier, but a chaste and sobei dame, 

And stiired him so, that haidly he suppressed 
The sprin^mj; tears that to hi>5 eyes up came , 

Hut yet even there his plaints leprcsscd were, 

And, as he could, he looked, and feigned cheer. 

“ Madam,” quoth he, “for your distress I giicve, 52 

And would amend it, if I miglit or could. 

From youi wise lieart that fond affection drive : 

I cannot hate n^r scorn you though I would, 

I seek no vengeance, wrongs I all forgiv^ 

Nor you my seivant nor my foe I hold, 

Truth IS, you erred, and your estaty forgot, 

Too great your hate was, and your love too hot. 
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“ But those are common faults, and faults of kind, 53 

Excused by nature, by your sex and years ; 

I err^d likewise, if I pardon find 

None can condemn you, tlxit our trespass hears; 

Your dear remembrance will I keep in mind, 

In joys, in woes, m comforts, hopes and fear&, 

Call me your soldier and your knij^ht, a^ far 
As Christian faith pcimits, anfl A'-i.i’s wai. 

‘"Ah, let our faults and follies here take end, 54 

And let our errors past you satisfy, 

And in this angle of thd* world ypend, 

Let both the fame and shame thc/eof now die, 

From all the e.iith where I am knowm and kenned, 

I wish this fact should still concealed he : 

Nor yet following- me, jioor knight, disgrace 
Your worth, y(>ur beauty, and \our princely race. 

"‘Stay here in peace, 1 go, nor wend you may 55 

With me, my guide your fellow’ship denies, 

Stay here or hence depart some better way, 

And calm your thoughts, you are both sage and w'lse,” 

While thus he spbke, her passioiia lound no stay, 

But here and there she turned and rolled her eyes, 

And staring on his face a while, at List 
Thus in foul terms, her bitlei wrath forth brast : 

“ Of Sophia fair thou never wert the child, 56 

Nor of the Azzain race yspriing thou art, 

. The mad sea- waves thee bare, some tigress wild 
On Caucasus* cold crags nursed thee a])art ; 

Ah, cruel man ! in whom no token mild 
Appears, of pity, ruth, or tender heart. 

Could not my griefs, my woes, my plaints, and all 
One sigh strain from thy breast, one tear make fall ’ 

“ What shall I say, or how renew my speech ? 57 

He scorns me, leaves me, bids me call him mine : 

The victor hath his foe w'lthin his «2ach ; 

Yet pardons her, that ment& death and pine 
Hear how he counse^i^^me ; how he can preach, 

Like chaste Xenocrates, gainst love divine 
O heavens, () gods ! ^hy do these men of shame, 

Thus spoil your temples, and blaspheme your name? 
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“ Go cruel, go, go with such p^ace, such rest. 

Such joy, such comfort, as thou leavest me here : 58 

]\Iy angry soul discharged from this weak hi east, 

Shall haunt thee ever, and attcnd*thee near, 

And fiiry-like in snakes and firebrands dressed, 

Shall aye torment thee, whom it late held deai * 

And if thou 'scape the seas, the rocks, and sands 
And come to fight among’ the Pagan bands, 

There lying woiinderl, mongst the hint and sl.im. 59 

Of these my wrongs thou shalt the vengeance bear, 

And oft Armida shalt thoitf tall in vain, 

At thy last gasp ; tins hope^I soon to hear ' 

Here fainted she, ivith sorrow, grief and pain, 

Her latest woids scant well expressed were, 

But in a swoon on earth outstretched she hes^ 

Stiff wcie her frozen limbs, closed w^eie her eyes. 

Thou closed thine eyes, Armida, heaven emded 60 

Ease to liiy giief, or cumfort to thy woe ; 

Ah, open iIumii again, see tears down slide 
From his kind eyes, whom thou esteem'st thy toe. 

If thou hadst heard, his sighs had mollified^ 

Thir nger, hard he sighed and mourned so ; 

A . as he could with sad and rueful look 
.eave of thee and last farewell he took 

What should he do ? leave on the naked sand f)i 

This w'oeful lady half alive, half dead ? 

Kindness forbade, pity did that withstand ; 

But hard constraint, alas ’ did thence him lead ; 

Away he went, the west wind blew from land 
Mongst the rich tresses of their pilot's head, 

And with that golden sail the waves she cleft, 

To land he looked, till land unseen he left. 

Waked from her trance, forsaken, speechless, sad, 62 

Armida wildly stared and gazed about, 

“ And IS he gone,” quoth i»he, nor pity had » 

To leave me th Js twixt life and death in doubt ? 

Could he not slriy ? could not the trait^lad 
From this last trance help or lecall me out ? 

And do I love him still, and on» this sand 
Still unrevenged, still mourn, still weeping stand? 
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“Fie not complaints farewell ) with arms and ait 63 

I Will pursue to death this spiteful kiiight, 

Not earth’s low centre, nor sea’s deepest part, 

Not heaven, nor hell, can Ifehield him from my might, 

1 will overtake him, t»ike him, cleave his heart, 

Such vengeance his a rouged lover’s spite, 

In ciuelty that cruel knight syrpas:> 

I will, but what avail \ am words, alas ? 

“O fool! thou shouldest ha\c been cruel than, 64 

For then this cruel well^ deserved thmc 11 e, 

When thou m prison hadst entr ippcd the man, 

Now dead with cold, too late thou aske^t fiie; 
liut though my wit, my cunning nothing c.in, 

Some other means shall work 1115' heart s di -ire. 

To thee, fay beaut)'', th ne be all these rungs, 

Vengeance to thee, to thee revenge belongs. < 

t, 

‘‘Thou shall be his reward, with murdcimg brand 65 

That dare this tuiitor of his head deprive, 

0 you my lo\ers, on this lock doth stand 
Tim castle of lier love for whom you strive, 

I, the sole heir oJ all Damascus land. 

For this revenge m\self and kingdom give, 

If by this price niy Avill I cannot gam, 

Nature gives beauty ; fortune, w'ealth m vain. 

“ IJiit thee, vain gift, vain beauty, thee 1 scorn, 66 

1 hate the kmgdum w'liich I have to gue, 

I hate myself, and rue that I was born, 

Only in hope of sweet icveiige I live.” 

Thus raging with fell ire she gan leturn 

From that bare shore in haste, and l.ome\\aid drive, 

And as true witness of her frantic irc, 

Her locks waved loose, face shone, eyes sparkled fire. 

When she came home, she called with outciios shiil], 67 

A thousand devils m Limbo deep that won. 

Black clouds tite skies with horrid Jlarkness % 

And pale for ditad became the eclipsed sun, 

The whirlwind blastc#6ti big on every hill, • 

And hell to ro.n undei hpr feet begun, 

You miglit have heard h<f\v through the palace wide, 

Some spirits howled, some barked, some hissed, some ciied. 
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A shadow, blacker than the mirkest night, 68 

Environed all the place with darkness sad, 

Wherein a firebrand gave a dieadful light, 

Kindled in hell by Tisiphone the n^ad ; 

Vanished the shade, the sun appealed in sight, 

Pale were his beams, the air was nothing glad, 

And all the palace vanishcjl was ana gone, 

Nor of so great a work was left one stone. 

A'i oft the clouds frame shapes of castles gieat 69 

Amid the air, that little time do last, ^ 
liut arc dissolved by wind or Titan’s heat, 

<'r like v.iin dreams soon made, and sooner past . 

The palace vanished so, nor in his seat 

Left aught but locks and crags, by kind tlicic placed , 

She in hei coach which two old *-eii)cnts drew,* 

Sate down, and as she used, away she llcw. 

She broke the clouds, and cleft the yielding sky, 

And bout her gathered tempest, storm .ind wina. 

The lands that view the south pole tlew she by, 

And left those unknown countiies far behind^ 

The Straits of Heiculcs she passed, which he 
T\vi\t Spam and Afric, nor her flight inclined 
To north 01 south, but still did fonvaid ride 

O’er seas and streams, till Syiia’s coasts she spied 

• 

Nor went she forwaid to Damascus fair, 71 

liut ot lier country dear she fled the sight, 

And guided to Asphaltes’ lake her chan, 

Where stood her castle, there she ends her flight, 

And from her damsels far, she made icpair 
To a deep vault, far fioin resort and light, 

Where in sad thoughts a thousand doubts she cast, 

Till grief and shame to wrath gave place at last. 

“ I will not hence,” quoth she, ‘‘till Egypt’s lord 72 

In aid of Zion's king his host shall move ; 

Then will I use jill helps tifat charms affoid, * 

And change my shape or sex if so behove . 

Well can I handle* bow, or lance, or sw#!^d, 

The worthies all will aid me, for my Jpve : 

I seek revenge, and to obtain tife same, 

Farewell, regard of honour ; farewell, shame. 
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Reprove for this, he most efesen’es the blame, 

My heart and sex, that weak and tender be, 

He bent to deeds that maidens ill became , 

His niece a wandering damsel first made he, 

He spurred my youth, and I cast off my shame, 

His be the fault, if aught gainst mine euate 
I did for love, or shall comniit for hate.'^ 

This said, her knights, her ladies, pages, squires 74 

She all assembleth, and for journey fit 
In such fair amis and'vestiires them altiics» 

As showed her wealth, and wtU declared her wit ; 

And forwird marched, full of strange desiics, 

Nor rested she by day or night one whit, 

Till she came there, where all the eastern bands, 

Their kings and princes, lay on Gaza’s sanda. 
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GODFREY OF BULLOIGNE. 


THK ARGUMENT. 

Egypt’s great host in battle-ray forth brought, 

T he Laliph sends with Godfrey’s power to hght , 
Arinida, who Kinaldo’s rum sought, 

'I'o them adjoins herself anti Syria’s might. 

'lo satisfy her cruel will and thought. 

She gives herself to him that kills her kim^it . 

He takes his lahil arms, ,<ind in his shield 
Ills ancestors and their great deeds beheld. 


G aza the city on the frontier stands 

Of Juda’s realm, as men to Kg>pt ride, 

Built near the sea, beside it of dty saiuls 

Huge wildernesses he and deserts wide 

W'hich the strong winds lift fiom the parched lands 

And toss like roaring waxes m roughest tide. 

That from those stoims poor passengers almost 
No refuge find, but there arc drowned and lost. 

Within this town, won from the Turks of yore, 
Strong garrison the king of ]j|Igvpt placed, ^ 

And for it nearer jyas, and filled more 
That high emprise to which his thoughts he cast, 
He left great Memphis, and to Gaza bor?*** 

His regal throne, and there, from coun^'ies vast* 

Of his huge empire all the puissant host 
Assembled he, and mustered on the coast. 
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Come say, my what manner times these were, 
And in those limes how stiod the state of thinpfs^ 
What power this monarcii had. whnt arms tluy bear, 
Wn.it nitions subit'ct, apd what friends he brings ; 
Fpr from all lands the southern ocean ijiar. 

Or mornin” htai, lame princes, duke^ and kings, 

And only thou of ii.i If tiie world \w.*ll nigh 
The armies, lord-, .uul captains canst desciy. 

When Eg\pt liom the Greekisli emperor 
Kebell(?fl first, and Chn-^t’s tnie faith denied, 

Of Mahomet s desceta a waiiior 
Tncre set Ins tin one and ruled that kinednm wide, 
Caliph he hight, and (‘aliphs since tlial honi 
Arc his i^iiccessois named all Ijcsku' 

So Nilus (jld his kings long tune had ^ef'n 
Th.at Pto'einies and IMiaiaohs called had been. 

Established was that kingdom in shoil while, 

And glow so great, that over Asia's lands 
And Lybni’s i calms it stretchefd many a mile, 

Fiom Syii.fs C'lasts as far as Cirenc s.inds. 

<And soudiwin-d jiassdd gainst the course of Xile, 

'I hroiigh the In I < lime wheie buint Syene staiaK, 
Hence bounded in with sandy deseit{5 waste, 

And thence with Eiiplii ales’ iich Hood embiared. 

Maremma, m\rrh and spires that doth bring, 

And all the rich red sea it comprehends. 

And to tho'.c lands, toward the lu-unin * spring 
That lie beyond that guJt, il far extends ; 

Great is that empire, greater by lue king 
That rules it non^, whose worth tlu l.>ml amends, 

And makes more famous, lord theieof by blood, 

By wisdom, valoin, and all viiiues good. 

With Turks ;ind Peisians war he oft did WMge, 

And oft ht won, aiid sometimes lost the Held, 

Nor could Jus adverse fortune gtight assuage 
His valour :> heat or make his pioud heart yield, 

But w’hcn he grew unfit for war through age, 

He sheathed his ^'iford and laid aside Ms slneld : 

But yet Ms warlike mind he laid not down, 

* Nor his great thirst of rule, praise and renown, 
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But by his knights still cruel wnrs maintained. 8 

So wise his, words, so quick his wit appears, 

That of the kingdom large o’er which he reigned. 

The charge seemed not loo weighty for his >ears ; 

His greatness Afric’s lesser kings constrained ^ 

To ticmble at his name, all Inde him fears. 

And other lealms that would his friendship hold ; 

Some armed soldiers sent, sbme gifts, some gold. 

This mighty prince assembled had the flower 9 

Of all his lealni*^, against the Frenchmen stout, 

To break their rising empire and Ihcir p^wer, 

Nor of sure conquest had he fear or doubt . 

To him Armida came, even at the hour 
When in the plains, old Oaza’s w’alls without. 

The lords and leaders all iheir armies bring 
In battle-ray, mustered befoie their king. 

* 

lie on his throne was set, to which on height 10 

Who clomb an hundred ivory staiis first told, 

Under a pentise wi ought of silver bright, 

And trod on caipets made of silk and gc^ld ; 

His robes were such as best beseemen might • • 

A king, so great, so giave, so rich, so old, 

And tw'ined of sixty ells of lawn anid moie 
A turban strange adorned his ti esses hoar, 

• 

His right hand did Ins precious sceptre wield, T i 

His beard was grey. Ins looks severe and grave, 

And from bis eyes, not yet made dim with eild, 

Spaiklea his tormer worth and vigour biave, 

His gestures all the majesty upheild 
And stale, as his old age and empire crave, 

So I’hidias carved, Apelles so, paidie, 

Erst painted Jove, Jove thundeiing down from sky. 

On either side him stood a noble lord, 1 2 

Whereof the first held in his upright hand 
Of severe justice the unpartiaj sword; ^ 

The other bare thf»seal, and causes scanned, 

Keeping his folk in peace and good accor^ 

And termed was lord chancellor of the lafla ; 

But marshal was the fiist, and used t» lead 

His armies forth to war, oft with good speed. * 
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Of bold Circassians with their halberts long, 1 3 

About his thione his guards stood in a ring, 

All richly armed in gilden corslets strong, 

And by their sides their brooked swords down hmg : 

Thus set, thus seatt?d, his grave lords among. 

His hosts and armies great beheld the king, 

And every band as bv his throne it went, 

Their ensigns low inclined, and aims down bent : 

Their squadrons fiist the men of Egypt show, 14 

In four troops, and c.;ch his sevcial guide, 

Of the high country t\\(), two of the low 
Which Nile had won out of the salt seaside, 

F-lis fertile shmc first stopped the wateis' tlow, 

Then hardened to firm land the plough to bide, 

So Egyfpt still increased, within fai placed 
That part is now where ships erst anchor cast. 

The foremost band the people weic that dwelled 15 

In Alexandria’s iich and feitile phiin, 

Along the wcaiern shoie, w’hence Nile expelled 
'J?he greedy billow’s of the swelling main ; 

Araspes was tlioir guide, w'Lo more excelled 
In wit and craft than sticngth or wailike pain, 

To place an ambush close, or to devise 
A treason false, was none so sly, so wise. 

The people next that gainst the morning rays 1 6 

Along the coasts of Asia have their scat, 

Arontes led them, w'hom no w’arlike piaise 
Painobled, but high birth and titles great, 

His helm ne'er made him sweat in toilsome *rays, 

Nor was his sleep e’er bioke with trumpet's threat, 

Hut from soft ease to try the toil of fight 
His fond ambition brought this carpet knight. 

The third seemed not a troop or squadron small, 17 

Hut an huge host ; nor seemed U so much gi am 
In Egypt gifew as to sustain theftn all ; 

Yet from one town thereof came all that train, 

A town in people f.Ly..huge shires equal, , 

That did a t];iousand streets and more contain, 

, Great Caire it bight, Whose commons from each side 
Came swarming out to war, Campson their guide. 
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Next under Gazel marched they iViat i)iou^h 
The fertile lands above that town \\hich he 
Up to the place where Nilus tumbling low 
Falls from his second cataract from high ; 

The Egyptians wefiponcd \\ere with sword and bow, 
No weight of helm or hauberk list they try, 

And richly aimed, in their *itrong foes no dreed 
Of death but great desiie of spoil they breed. 

The naked folk of Ilarca these succeed, 

Unarm(?d half, Alarcon led that band, • 

That long in deserts lived, m extreme need, 

On s])oils and picys purchased by strength of hand. 
To battle strong unfit* their king did lead 
His army next brought from Zumara Imd. 

Then he of Tripoli, for sudden tight • 

And sliiimish short, both icady, bold, and light. 

Two captains next brought forth their bands to show 
Whom Stony sent and Happy Aiaby, 

Which never felt the cold of frost ^ind snow, 

Or force of burning heat, unless fame he, ^ 
Where incense pine and all sweet odours glow, 
Where the sole phcunix doth revive, not die. 

And midst the perfumes rich and flowerets bra\e 
Both birth and burial, cradle hath and ^lavc. 

Their clothes not rich, their garments ^^erc not gay. 
But weapons like the Egyptian troops they had, 

The Arabians next that have no certain stay, 

No house, no home, no mansion good or bad, 

But ever, as the Scythian hordes stray. 

From place to place their wandering cities gad : 
These have both voice and stature feminine. 

Hair long and black, black face, and fiery eync. 

Long Indian canes, with iron armed, they bear. 

And as upon their nimble steeds they ride, 

Like a swift storm^their speeAy troops appear, 

If winds so fast bring storms from heavens wide : 

By Syphax led the f^-st Arabians were; ^ 

Aldine the second squadron had no guije, • 
And Abiazar proud, brought to th^ fight 
The third, a thief, a murderer, not a knight. 
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The inlanders came then Plieir prince before 
Whobc lands Aiabia’s gulf enclosed about, 

Wherein they fish and gather oysters store, 

•‘Whose shell;* gieat pearls rich and round pour out; 

Tiic Rod Sea sent with them fioin his left shore. 

Of negroes gum a black and uuly ront ; 

These Agricalt and those Osmida brought, 

A man that set law, faith and truth at naught. 

Tlic Kthiops next which Mcroe doth biocd, 

That sweet and genlle isle of Mcioe, 

’Twixt Nile and Astrabore that fai doth spicad^ 

Wheic two religions .11 c, and kingdoms thiec, 

Thc: 3 e A?sinnro and Canario led, 

Jloih kings both Pagans, and both subjects be 
To the gieat Caliph, but the thud king kept 
Christ’s sacred faith, nor to these wais outstepj/ed. 

After two kings, both subjects also, nde, 

And of two bands of archers had the chaigc, 

*Thc first Soldan of Ormus placed in the wide 
‘Huge Persian Pay, a town rich, fair, and large: 

The last of Pcecan, which at eveiy tide 
The sea cuts off from Persia’s southein marge, 

And makes an isle ; but when 11 ebbs again, 

The passage tlvire is sandy, dry and plain. 

Nor ihec, great Altamorc, in her chaste bed 
Thy loving queen kept with her dear embiace. 

She lore her locks, she smote her bieast. and shed 
Salt te.irs to make thee slay in that sweet place, 

“Seem the lough seas moie calm, cuu’l,’’ she s.iid, 
‘‘Than the mild looks of thy kind spouse’s face ? 

Or is thy shield, with blood and dust detUed, 

A dearer armful than thy tender child ? ” 

This was the mighty king of Samar can d, 

A captiiin wise, well skilled in fcats of )var, 

In courage fierce, matchless for strength df hand, 

Great was his prz^se, his force was noised far ; 

His worth right w^ the Frenchmen understand, 

By whom hfs virtues*feved and lov^d are : 

" His men were armed with helms and hauberks strong, 
And by their sides broad swords and maces hong. 
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Then from the mansions bright of iresh Aurore 
Adrastus came, the j;lonous kni” of Ind, 

A snake’s ”reen skin spotted with black he wort. 

That was made rich bv art and liarxi by kind, 

An elephant this furious giant bore, 

He herce as the, his mouiiUire swift ris wind ; 

JMuch people biouglit iie from his k!ne,doins wide, 

'Twi\t Indus, Ganges, and the salt sea bide. 

The king’s ov\n lionp come next, a chosen c'cw, 20 

Of all the camp tlic sticngtli, the crown, the tlowei, 

Wheiein each soldier had with honouis due 
Rewarded been, lor ^eivicc cic th.it hour , 

'I'lieir anils weic stnuig tor ncvil, and ian for sliow, 

Upon Ikiee steids well mounted lode this ]>ower, 

And heaven lUelf with the rleai Npiciulour slioi^ 

Of then bright aiinuur, phrjilc, gold and stone. 

Mong^t thc^e Alareo ficicc, and Odcmaie 
Tlic inusier inasiei was, and Hidraort, 

And Kinied 11, whosc lashness took no caie 
To shun deaths bittei stioke, in field or foil, 

Tigiaiies, Rapohl stein, the inm that t.ire • 
lly aca, that robbed m e ich cieek jikI port, 

Ormond, and ISIaL-labust the Arabian named, 
because that laid rebellious he reclaimed. 

« 

There Piiga, Aiinivin, ( )niido are, 31 

Brimartc the s(.aler< and with him Suif.int 
The breaker of wild iiurses brought from far; 

Then the gieiil wiestclcr stiong Aridamant, 

And Tisaphenie, the ihiinderbult of war. 

Whom none surpassed, whom none to match durst vaunt 
At tilt, at tourney, or m combat biave. 

With spear or lance, w'lth sw^ord, wiili mace or glaive. 

A false Armenian did this squadron guide. 

That in his youth fiuni CliiisPs true faith and light 
To the blind lore of Paganimn did slide, • 

That Clement hit?, now Euiireno, hight; 

Yet to his king he faithful was, and trig^ 

True in all causes, Ibis in wrong and right ; 

A cunning leader and a soldier bolrf 
For strength and courage, young ; for wisdom, old. 
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« 

When all these regiments were passed and gone, 
Appeared Armide, and carrfe her troop to show ; ^ 
Set in a chariot bright with precious stone, 

Her gown tucked up, an^ m her hand a bow ; 

sweet face her new displeasures shone, 

Mixed with the iiati\e beauties there which grow, 
And quickened so her looks fh'tt in sharp wise 
It seems slie threats and yef her threats entice. 

Her chariot like Aurora’s glorious wain, 

With cjiibuncles and jacinths glistered round : 

Her coachman guided with the golden rein 
Four unicorns, by coujiies yoked and bound ; 

Of squires and lovely ladies hundreds twain, 

Whose rattling quivers at their backs resound. 

On milk-white steeds, wait on the chariot bright, 

O r» 1 

'Fhcir steeds to manage, leady*; swift, to dight. 

> 

P'ollowcd her troop led forth by Aradin, 

Which Hidraort from Syria’s kingdom sent, 

As when the new-born pheenix doth begin 
To fly to Ethiop-ward, at the fair bent 
Of her rich wings strange plumes and feathers thin 
Her crowns and chains with native gold besprent, 
The world ama/ed stands ; and with her fly 
An host of wondering birds, that sing and cry : 

r 

So passed Armida, looked on, gazed on, so, 

A W'ondroiis dame in habit, gesture, fare ; 

There lived no wight to love so great a foe 
Hut wished and longed those beauties to embrace, 
Scant seen, with anger sullen, sad foi woe, 

She conquered all the lords and knights m place, 
W'hat Avould she do, her sorrows passed, think you. 
When her fair eyes, her looks and smiles shall woo 

She passed, the king commanded Emircn 
Of his rich throne to mount the lofty stage. 

To whom highest, his army, anc^his men, 

He would commit, now in his graver age. ^ 

With stately grace the man approached then ; 

His looks his comin^honour did presage ‘ 

The guard ‘asunder and passage made, 

* He to the throne up went, and there he stayed. 
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To earth he cast his eyes, and bent his knee . 38 

To whom .the king thus gan his Vill explain, 

“ To thee this sceptre, Emiren, to thee 

These armies I commit, my place sustain 

’Mongst them, go set the king of Judah free, ^ # 

And let the h'renchmen feel niy jubt di^-dain. 

Go meet them, conquer them, leave none alive, 

Or those that scape from Uatilc, bring captive.” 

Thus spake the tyrant, and the sceptre laid 3() 

With all hib sovereign power upon the knight : 

“ 1 take this bccptre at 3’our hand,” he* said, 

“And with your happy fortune go to fight, 

And trust, my loid, in your gieat virtue’s aid 
'I'o venge all Asia’s harms, her wrongs to light, 

Nor e’er but victor will I see 3’oui face, ^ 

Our overthrow shall bring death, not disgrace. 

“Heavens grant if evil, yet no mishap I dread, 

Or harm they threaten against this camp of thine, 

That all that mischief fall upon my head. 

Theirs be the conquest, and the danger mine ; 

And let them safe bring home their captain iead, • 

Iluried in pomp of triumph's glorious shine.” 

He ceased, and then a murmur loud up went, 

With noise of joy and sound of instrument. 

• 

Amid the noise and shout uprose the king, 4 r 

Environed with many a noble peer 
TJiat to his royal tent the monarch bring, 

And there he feasted them and made them cheer, 

To Inm and him he talked, and carved each thing, 

The grc<atcst honoured, meanest graced were ; 

And while this mirth, this joy and feast doth last, 

Armida found fit time her nets to cast : 

But when the feast was done, she, that espied 42 

All eyes on her fair visage fixed and bent, 

And by new notes and certcyn signs descried, , 

How love’s empe^soned fire their entrails brent. 

Arose, and where the king sate in his gr^de. 

With stately pace 3 nd humble gestures^ent ; 

And as she could in looks in voife jhe strove 

Fierce, stern, bold, angry, and severe to prove. * 
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“Great Empcroi. behold njc here,” she said, 

“ For thee, my country, .ind my faith to tight, 

A dame, a virgin, but a royal maid ; 

And worthy scemb this war a princess hight, 

Jliir by the sword the sceptre is upstayed, 

This hand can use them both with skill and might, 
This hand of mine can stril^. and at each blow 
Thy foes and oui.* kill, wound, «irid overthrow- 

“ Noi yet suppose this is the f<iremobt day 
Wherein to war I bent my noble thou^^ht, 

Hut for the surety of thy uMlins, *md stay 
Of our religion true, ere this I wrought : 

Yourself best know if this be true 1 say, 

Ur if iny former deeds irjoiccd you aught. 

When Cl dfrey’s hardy knights and princes stiong 
I captive took, and held in bondage long. 

** I took them, bound them, «ind so sent them bound 
To thee, a noble gilt, with whom they had 
Condemned low m dungeon under ground 
For ever dwelt, in woe and torment sad : 

So might thin(*‘h()st an easy way have found 
To end this doubtful war, wuth conquest glad, 

Had not Kinaldo ticicc my knights all '^Lim, 

And set those lords, his fiicnds, at large again. 

t 

Rinaldo i-, well known,'’ and llieic a long 
And true rehears.il made she of hi-^ detds, 

‘^This IS the knight that since hath done me wiong, 
Wrong yet untold, that sharp rev eneement needa . 
Displeasure ihercfoic, mixed with reason stioiig, 

This thnst of war in me, this couiage brcedi , 

Noi how he injured me time scivcs to tell, 

Let this suffice, I seek levcngcmeiit fell, 

“ And wall procure it, for all shafts that fly 
Light not in vain, some work the shooter’s will, 

And Jove’s rtght hand with thui:Ricrs cast fium sky 
Takes open vengeance oft for seciet ill : 

But if some champi^v dare this knight d^'fy 
To mortal bajttle. and by fight him kill, 

And with his hatefift head will me present, 

That gift my soul shall please, my heart content : 
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“ So please, that for reward enjcy he shall, 

The greatest gift I can or may afford, 

Myself, my beauty, wealth, and kingdoms all, 

To many him, and take him for niy loid, 

This promise will I keep whate'er befall, 

And thereto bind myself by o«ith and woid : 

Now he that deems this parchase woiili his pain, 
Let him step forth and speak, \ none disdain. 

While thus the princess said, his hungry cyne 
Adraslus. fed on her sweet beauty's hylit, 

“The gods foibid/’ (juoLh he, “one shafi of thine 
biiould be dischiiTged gainst thit discourteous knight, 
Ills he.irt unworthy" IS, shoolress duine, 

Of ihino artillery to feel the might ; 

To wToak thine ire behold me jircst and fit, • 
f Witt his head cut off, and bring thee it. 

“ I will his heart with this shaip sw’oid divide, 

And to the vultures ca-^t his caicass out." 

Thus thiealcned he, but Tisapheinc envied 
lb hear his glorious vaunt and boasting stojit. 

And said, “ Hut who art thou, that so great piule 
Thou shew'cst before the king, me, anil thia rout ‘'’ 
r.irdic here are some such, whose worth exceed'* 
Thy vaunting much yet boast not of their deeds.” 

Ibc Indian fierce replied, I am the man 

Whose acts his words and boasts ha\e a\e suipas^ed ; 

But if elsewhere the words thou now began 

Havi uttered been, that speech had been thy last.” 

Thus quarrelled they ; the monarch sla>ed iheiii than, 

And 'twixc the angiy knights his sceptre cast ; 

Then to Armida said, “ Fair Queen, 1 see 
Thy heart is stout, thy thoughts couiageous be ; 

“ Thou worthy art that their disdain and iie 

At thy commands these knights should both appease, 

That gainst th^fc foe their i?ourage hut as fire • 

Thou may'st employ, both when and where you please, 
There all their p®wer and force, and^irtiat desiie 
They have to serve thee, may they ^how at e^ise ” 

The monarch held his peace v^icn this v\as said, 
And they new proffer of their service made. 
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Nor they alone, but all that famous were 53 

In feats of arms boast that he shall be dead, 

All offer her their aid, all say and swear, 

To take revenp^^e on his cendemned head : 

5 fcsrniany arms moved she afrainst her dear. 

And swore her darJinjj under foot to tread, 

But he, since first the enchanted isle he left, 

Safe in his barge the roaring waves still cleft. 

By the same way returned the well-taught boat 54 

By which it came, and made like haste, like speed ; 

The friendly wind, upon her sail that smote, 

So turned as to return her ship had need : 

The youth sometimes the Pole or Bear did note, 

Or wandering stars which clearest nights foithspread . 
Sometimes the fioods, the hills, or mountains steep. 

Whose woody fronts o*crshade the silent deep. 

‘ Now of the camp the man the state inquires, 55 

Now asks the customs stiJinge of sundry lands ; 

And sailed, till clad in beams and bright attires 
The fourth day’s sun on the eastern threshold stands : 

Bitt when the we'itern seas had quenched those fires, 

I'heir frigate struck against the shore and sands ; 

Then spoke their guide, “ The land of Palestine 
This is, here must your journey end and mine.” 

« 

The knights she set upon the shore all three, 56 

And vanished thence in twinkling of an eye. 

Uprose the night in whose deep blackness be 
All colours hid of things in earth or sky. 

Nor could they house, or hold, or harbour sec, 

Or m that desert sign of dwelling spy. 

Nor track of man or horse, or aught that might 
Inform them of some path or passage nght. 

When they had mused what way they travel should, 57 

From the west shore their steps at last they twined, 

And lo, far offcit last their eyes behold 
Something, they wist not what, that clearlv shined 
With rays of silver an^.with beams of gold^ 

Which the dark folds of night’s black mantle lined. 

Forward they went aiW inarched against the light. 

To see and find the thing that shone so bright 
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High on a tree they saw an armour new, 58 

That glistered bright gainst CyAthia's silver ray, 

Therein, like stars in skies, the diamonds show 
Fret in the gilden helm and hauberk gay, 

The mighty shield all scored full they view ^ * 

Of pictures fair, ranged m meet array ; 

To keep them sate an aged man beside, 

Who to salute them lose, when them he spied. 

The twain who first were sent in this pursuit 59 

Of their w’ise friend well knew the aged face : 
l>ut when the wizard sage their first salute 
Received and quitted had with kind embrace, 

To the young prince, that silent stood and mute, 

1 le turned his speech, ‘‘ In this unused place 
“ For you alone 1 wait, my loid/* <.|uoth he, , 

“ chiefest care your state and welfare be. 

For, though you wot it not, I am your friend, (x> 

And for your piofit work, as these can tell, 

1 taught them how Armida’s chaims to end. 

And bring you thither from love’s hateful cell, 

Now to ray words, though sharp perchancot atteml, • 

Nor be aggrieved although they seem too fell, 
liut keep them well in mind, till in the tiuth 
A wise and holier man mstiuct thy youth. 

• 

Not underneath sweet shades and fountains shrill, Oi 

Among the nymphs, the fames, leaves and flowers ; 
lint on the steep, the rough and craggy hill 
Of virtue stands this bliss, this good of ours : 
liy toil and travel, not by sitting still 
In pleasure’s lap, we come to honour’s bowers ; 

Why will you thus in sloth’s deep valley he ^ 

The royal eagles on high mountains fly. 

‘‘ Nature lifts up thy forehead to the skies, ^>2 

And fills ihy lieart with high and noble thought, 

That thou to heavenward ^ye shouldst lift thu;ie eyes. 

And purchase A%.me by deeds well done and wrought ; 

She gives thee ire, by which hot courage flies 
To conquests, ndt through brawls anlT battles fought 
For civil jars, nor that therebj; you might * 

Your wicked malice wreak and cursed spite. * 
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But that your strength spurred forth with noble wrath, 
With greater fury might Christ's foes assault, 

And that you bridle should with lesser scath 
Each secret \icp, and kil^ each inwaid fault ; 
l%or so Ins godly anycr luled hath 
Kac^i righteous man beneath heaven’s st.arry vault, 

And at his will makes it now h-^'t, cold, 

Now lets It run, now doth it'fetteicd hold.” 


Thu*- parleyed he ; Rinaldo, hushed and still, 64 

(Ircat wisdom heard in those few words compiled, 

]Je marked his speech, a purple blii'.h did fill 
His gnihy cheeks, down went his eyesight mild. 

'J’hc hermit by his ba^liful looks his will 

Well understood, and said, ‘'Look up, my child, 

And painted m this precious shield behold 
I'he glorious deeds of thy forefathers old. 


“ Thine elders* glory herein see and know% 65 

In Mrtuc’s path how’ they trod all their days, 

Whom thou nit far behind, a runner slow 
In this tiue course of honour, fame and praise : 

U4), up, tlnself picile by the fair show 
Of knightly wouh whicii this bright shield bewrays, 

That be thy spur to praise ! ” At last the knight 
Looked up, and on those portraits bent his sight. 

The cunning workman had in little space 66 

Infinite shapes of men there well expressed, 

For there describ( 5 d w'as the woitln race 
And pedigree of all the house of Est : 

Come from a Roman spring o'er all the place 
Flowed pure sti earns of crystal east and west, 

With laurel ci owned stood the princes old, 

Their wars the liermit and their battles told. 


He showed them Cams first, when fiisl in piey 67 

To people strange the falling cmpiie went, 

First Prince of Est, that did the sceptre sway 
O'er such as chose him lord by free consent*, 

His weaker neighbours to his rule obey, 

Need made them stoSj.!, constraint doth folce content ; 

After, \vhen*Lord Hijyiorius called the train 
•Of savage Goths into his land again, 
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And when all Italy did burn and flame 
With bloody war, by this fierce people mad, 

When Rome a captive and a slave became, 

And to be quite destroyed was most afraid, 

Aurelius, to his everlasting fame, 

Piescrved in peace the folk that him obeyed : 

NcKt whnm was Foiest, who the raj^e withstood 
Of the bold Huns, and of their tyrant proud 

Known by his look was Atiila the fell, 

Who'.c dia^on eyes shone biij^ht with .inprci’s sp.iik, 
W»)rse faced than a doy, w'ho viewed hfin w-ell 
Supposed they ^aw him j^rin and heaid him b.iik , 

JUit when in single fi'^ht he lo^t the bell. 

How through his troops he fled there inii^ht you m.iik' 
And h(nv hold Foiest after foililicd 
A(iiiilea\ town, and how for it ho died * 

» 

For there wms wTouj;ht the fatal end and fine, 

Roth of himself and of the lowm he kepi • 

Hut his j;rcat son rcno'vncd Acaiinc, 

Into his talhcr’s pl.icc and honour ’-lepped : 

To cruel fate, not to the Huns, AUinc , 

(ia\e place, and when lime served aj^ain forth le.i])t, 
And in the vale of Po built flir Ins seat 
Uf many a villaj^c small a city gieal ; 

• 

Aj^ainst the sw'cllin^ flood he banked it strong;. 

And tlience uprose the fair and noble tow'u 
Where they of Fst should by succession lo.i** 
Command, .iiiti rule in bliss and hi^h lenown . 

(iainst (Jdoacer tiien lie fought, but WMon^ 

Ofi spoileth iij^ht, foitune tieads courage down, 

For tuete he died for his dear country's sake. 

And of Ins father’s piaise did so partake. 

With him died Alfoiisio, Azzo was 
With his dear brother into exile sent, 

But homewaids they in aims again repass — ^ 

The Ilerule king f>ppresscd— irom banishment. 

His front through pierced with a dart, alas, 

Next them, of Est *he Epaininondas 

That smiling seemed to cruel death Jo yield, • 
When Totila was fled, and safe Kis shield. 
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Of Boniface I speak; Valerian, 73 

His bon, in praise and pow^r succeeded him, 

Who durst sustain, in years though scant a man, 

Of the proud Cioths an hundred squadrons turn : 

'l*brn he that gainst the S claves much honour wan, 

ErnesVo, threatening stood with visage grim ; 

Before him Aldoard, the Lombard stout 
Who from Monbelce boldly erst shut out. 

Theie Henry was and Bcrengare the bold 74 

That served great Charles m his conquests high, 

Who in each battle give the onset would, 

A hardy soldier and a captain sly ; 

After, Prince Lewis did he well uphold 
Against his nephew, King of Italy, 

He won^the field and took that king on live : 

Next him stood Otho with his children five. 

• Of Almeric the image next they view, 75 

Loid Marquis of Ferrara first cieate, 

Founder of many churches, that upthrew 
His eyes, like one that used to contemplate ; 

(itiinst him the recond Azzo stood in lew, 

With Bercngarius that did long debate, 

Till after often change of fortune stroke. 

He won, and on all Italy laid the yoke. 

I 

Albert hib son the Germans warred among, 76 

And there his praise and fame was spread so wide, 

That having foiled the Danes in battle strong, 

His daughter young became great Oiho’s bride. 

Behind him Hugo stood with warfare long. 

That broke the horn of all the Romans^ pnde, 

Who of all Italy the marquis hight. 

And Tuscan whole possessed as his right. 

After Tebaldo, puissant Boniface 77 

And Beatrice his dear possessed the stage ; 

Nor was thero^ left heir male of tlvit great race, 

To enjoy the sceptre, state and heritage ; 

The Princess Maud ^one supplied the place, 

Supplied the want in number, sex and age*; 

, For far abo^e each s^eprre, throne and crown, 

*The noble dame advanced her veil and gown. 
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With manlike vigour shone her noble look, 

And moie than manlike wrath her face o’er spread, 
There the fell Normans, Guichard there fotsook 
The field, till then who never feaied nr)i fled ; 

Henry the P'ourth she beat, and from him took 
His standard, and in Church it offcied ; 

Which done, the Pope back to the \'atican 
She brought, and placed in Petcr'u chair again. 

As he that hbnoiired her and held her deai, 

A //0 tlie F ifth stood by her lovely side , , 

Put the fourth A/7o's offspring far and neai 
Spicad foith, and thiough Cicimania fim tilled ; 
Spuing fiom the binnchdid Gueljiho bold .ijipeai, 
Guelpho his son by Cumgond his bride, 

And in ll.ivaria’s held transpl.niled new ' 

The Roman giatt llouiishcd, mt leased and gicw. 

A blanch of E'-'t thcie in the Guelfian tiee 
Engrafted was, which of itself wms old, 

Wheieon you miglit the Guclfoes faiict see, 

Renew their sceptics and iheir coiwns of cold, 
i )f which Hea\(Mds good aspects so bended be * 
That higli and broad it sjucad and flouiished bold, 
Till underneath his glorious branches laid 
Half (ieimany, and all under his shade. 

This regal plant Irom his Italian rout 
Spiung up as high, and blo'^sonicd fair above, 
Fornenst l-ord (iiiclpho, IJertold issued out, 

Witii the sixth Az/o whom all viitucs love ; 

This w'as the pcdigiec of w'oithics stout, 

Who seemed in that bright shield to live and move. 
Rinaldo w'aked up and cheered his face, 

To sec these w^orthics of his house and rare. 

To do like acts his courage wi'-hed and sought, 

And with that wish transported him so far 
That all those deeds which filled aye his thought,* 
Towns won, forts taken, armies killed in war, 

As if they were thingg done indeed and wought, 
Before his eyes he thinks they present are, , 

He hastily arms him, and wdth hojfc .and haste, 
Sure conquest met, prevented and embraced. 
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B\it C\iarks, w\io bad told tl'*e death and fall 83 

Of the young prince of Danes, his late dear lord, » 

Ga\ e him the fatal weapon, and witiial, 

‘•Young knight,” quoth be, “take with good luck this swoid, 
Yq’U’ jubt, strong, valiant hand in battle shall 
Employ It long, foi Christas tiue faith and word, 

And of his loimer lord levenge the wiongs, 

Who loved you so, that deed to you belongs.” 

lie answcK^d, “God for his inercj’s sake, ’ 84 

Grant that this hand^which holds this weapon good 
For thy dear niiistci may shaip \tngeame lake. 

May cleaxe the ragan’a heaii and shed liis Idood.” 

To this but short reply did LhaiUs make. 

And thanked him much, nor nnne on turns they stood . 

For lo, /he wnaid sage thai was then guide 
On their uark jouinc} haslcs them luilh to iide. 

“High time it quoth lu, ‘ for >i)u to wend 85 

Wheie (lodficy you awaits, and many a knight, 

There may we well aune eic night doth end, 

And through this darkness can I guide you light.” 

This said, up tt his C(j*uh they ail ascend, 

On his swift wheels lortli lolled the ehaiiot hghl, 
lie gave his eouiscis lleet the md and icin. 

And galloped forth and castwaid drove am.un ; 

I 

While silent so thiough night’s daik ^hule llie\ II), 80 

The hermit thus bespake the >oung m.in siuui . 

‘•Of thy great house, thy race, thine oti-pnng high, 

Here hast tliou seen the bianch, the bole, the loot, 

And as these woi tines boiu to chivahy 
And deeds of anns it hath loioie biought out, 

So IS It, so It shall be fertile still, 

Nor time shall end, noi age that seed shall kill. 

“Would (rod, as diawn fiom the foigeiful lap 87 

Of antique tune, I have thine eldcis sliown , 

That so 1 coeld the catalogue uwwrap 
Of thy great nephews yet unborn, unknown. 

That ere this light tlj^y view, their fate and hap 
I might foretell, and how their chance is thrown, 

That like thine elddk's thou might-»t behold 
Thy children, many, famous, stout and bold. 
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“ But not by art or skill, of future 
Can the plain trnlh revealed be and Void, 

Althoui^h some knowledge doubtful, daik, obscure 
Wc have of coming hfips in clouds uprollcd ; 

Xur all which in this cause I know for sure 
Dare I foretell : for of that father old, 

The hermit Peter, learned I .much, and he 
Withouten veil heaven’s secieis gicat doth see. 

“ lJul this, to him revealed by grace divine, 

By him to me declaicd, to thee 1 say, • 

Was never lace Gxeek, barbaious, or Latine, 

GreiJt in times past, or famous at this day, 

Richer in hardy knights than this of thine ; 
iSuch blessings Heaven shall on thy childicn la> 

That they in fame shall pass, in pi. use o't re- >me,* 
The wcyrthics old of Sjiarta, Gaitliagc, Rome. 

“ But inongst the rest I chose Aljihonsus bold, 

In viitue fust, second in place and name, 

He shall be born when tins fiail woihl gious old, 
Coiniptcd, poor, and baie of men of ianie. 

Belter than he none shall, none can, oi could,* 

Tlie swoid or sceptre use or guiae Xne s<iiiu., 

''J'o julc in peace oi to command in fight, 

Thine offspring’s gloiy and thy house’s hght. 

“His younger age foictokens tiue sluill yield 
Of future valour, puissance, force and might, 

Fiom him no rock the sav.ige beast shall shield. 

At tilt or tourney in.itch him shall no knight : 

After, he conquer shall in pitched field 
Great armies and win spoils in single tight, 

And on his locks, rewaids for knightl) piaise, 

Shall garlands wear of grass, of oak, of bays. 

“ His giaver age, as well that eild it fits, 

Shall happy peace pieserve and cjuiet blc-t, 

And from his neigjjbouis strohg mongsi whom he sus 
Shall keep his cities safe in wealth and lest, 

Shall nourish arts and cherish pregnant^its, 

Make tiiuinphs great, and feast his subjects best, 
Rewaid the good, the evil with pains torment, 

Shall dangers all foresee, and seen, prevent. 
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“ But if it hap against those wicked bands 93 

That sea and earth invest with blood and war, 

And in these wretched times to noble lands 
Give laws of peace false und unjust that are, 

TlKJt he be sent, to drive their guilty hands 
Froxii' Christ's pure altars and high temples far, 

Oh, what revenge, what vengeance shall he bring 
On that false sect, and their accursed king ! 

“Too late the Moois, too late the Tuikish king, 94 

Gainst him should ar,m their troops and legions bold 
For he beyond great Euphrates should bung, 

Beyond the frozen tops of Taurus cold. 

Beyond the land where is perpetual spiing, 

The cross, the eagle white, the lily of gold. 

And by«baptuing of the Ethiops brown 
Of aged Nile reveal the springs unknown." 

Thus said the hermit, and his projihccy 93 

The prince accepted wuth content and pleasure, 

The secret thought of his posterity 

Of his concealed joys heaped up the measute. 

Meanwhile the Ifnorning bright wms mounted high. 

And changed He«ivcn’s siher wealth to golden ticasuro, 

And high abo^e the Lhnstian tents they view 

How the broad ensigns trembled, waved and blew, 

« 

When thus again tlieir leader sage begun, 96 

“See how bright Phoebus clears the daiksome skies, 

See how with gentle beams the friendly sun 
The tents, the towns, the hills and dales desciics, 

Through my well guiding is your voyage done, 

From danger safe in travel oft which lies, 

Hence without fear of harm or doubt of ff>c 
March to the camp, I may no nearer go.” 

Thus took he leave, and made a quick return, 97 

And forward went the champions three on foot, 

And marching right against the rising morr^ 

A ready passage to the camp found out, 

Meanwhile had speedfj fame the tidings b^rne 
That to the tqnts approached these barons stout, 

^ And starting from hfs throne and kingly seat 
To entertain them, rose Godfredo great. 



Ubc Eigbtccntb 3Booft 


OF 

GODFREY OF BULLOIGNI 


THE AROVMEXT. 

• 

The charms and spirits f.ilso therein which he 
Kiiialdu chaselh from the forest old ; 

The host of Egypt conw*'* , Vafrin the jpy 
l^nlereih then camp, stout, crafty, wise and liold ; 
Sharp is the h:;hi .ihout the bulwaiks high 
And ports of /ion, to assault the hold . ^ 

(.lodfrey h ith aid from IIe»iven, by force the town 
Is won, the F.igans slam, whlU beaten down. 


A rrived where Godfiey to embrace him stood, 
“ My sovereign loid,” Rinaldo meekly said, 
“To venge niy wrongs against (aernando proud 
My honour’s care provoked iny \eiath unstayed ; 

But that J you displeased, my chieftain good, 

My thoughts yet grieve, iny heart is still dismayed, 
And here I come, jirest all exploits to try 
To make me gracious in y^our gracious eye.” 

To him that kneeled, folding his friendly arms 
About his neck, the duke this answer gave : 

“ Let pass such speeches sad^ of passed harms • 
Remembrance is ifie life of grief ; his grave, 
Forgetfulness ; and for amends, in arms 
Your wonted valour* use and courage bfive ; 

For you alone to happy end must,brmg • 
'The strong enchantments of the charmed spring, 

357 
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“ftThat ag(?d wood whenre heretofore we got. 

To build our scaling engines, timber fit, 

Is now the fearful seat, but how none wot. 

Where ugly fiends and ^lamndd spirits sit ; 

cut one twist thereof advcnturclh not 
The Voidest knight we have, nnr without it 

This wall can battered be : whore others doubt 
There venture thou, and show thy coinage stout.” 

Thus said he, and the knight in speerhes few 
Tiofieicd his service to attempt the thing, 

'I’o hard assays his Cf)iiragc willing flew, 

To him praise was no spur, words \\o\c no sting; 
Of his dear fi lends then he cmbracc<l the crew 
To 'Welcome Inm which came , for m a iing 
About ^nm (hiclpho, 'I’ancred and the rest 
Stood, of the camp the greatest, chief and best. 

When with the prince these lords had iterate 
Their welcomes oft, and oft their dear embiace, 
Towards the icst of lessei worth and state, 

He turned, and them received with gentle grace ; 
The merry soKhers bout him shout and prate, 

With dies as jo\fnl and as clicerlul face 
As if in Iriumpirs chariot biight as sun, 

He had returned Afrir or Asia won. 

% 

Thus march(^d to his tent the champion good, 

And tlure sat down with all his friends around; 
Now of the war he asked, now' of the wood, 

And ansv\ered each demand tliev list piopoiind; 

Hut when they left him to his ease, up stood 
The hermit, and, fit time to .peak once found, 

‘‘ My lord." he said, “your travels ivondrous are. 
Far have you strayed, erred, ivandered far. 

“ Much are you bound to God above, who brought 
You sate from false Armida’s charmed hold, 

And thee a^straying sheep who^n once he bought 
Hath now again rednc<5d to his fold, ' 

And gainst his heathen foes these men of naught 
Hath chosen thee iI^'place next Godfrey ‘bold ; 

Yet maye%t thou not, j»olluted thus with sin. 

In his high service war or fight begin. 
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“ The world, the flesh, with their infecuoo vile 
Pollute the, thouj^hts impure, thy ispmt stain ; 

Not Po, not (lan'jjcs, not seven mouthed Nile, 

Not the wide seas, ran wash thee clean again. 

Only to pnrj^c all faults whu h thee di*file 
His blood hath power who for thy sins was slain; * 

Ills help th'Mcfore invoke, to him bow i ay 
Tliy secict faults, mourn, w'ecp, com plain and piav. ' 

This said, the kni'^ht first with the uitch unchaste 
His idle loves .ind folliC'^ vain lamented ; 

I'hcn kneoliu;.’. low with hoa\y look*^ dcAvncasl, 
ili-j other sins confessed ami all lepented, 

And meekly pardon cia\« cl for fust and last. 

I'he hermit with his /e.il wa^. well contented, 

And said, “ On voader hill next irorn go pray 
That turns his forehead gainst the inoimng la?. 

t 

That done, march to the w’ood, whence each one biings 
Such news of fuiies, goblins, fiends, and spiitc^. 

The giant', monsters, and all (Ueadful things 
Tlioii shall siibuiie, w’hich that dark grove unites: 

Let no stiange v<iice that mourns or sweetly^sings, , 

Not b(‘autv, who5,e glad smile fiail hearts delights, 

Within thy hi cast make nilh or j»ity use, 

Put their hilse f-oks and pi avers false despise.’’ 

• 

Thus he advised him, and the hardy knight 
Pie})aicd him gladly to this enterprise, ' 

Thoughtful ho passed the day, and sad the night ; 

And eic the --dver morn began to rise, 

His arms he look, and in a coat him dight 
Of colour strange, cut in the warlike guise ; 

And on his way sole, silent, forth he went 
Alone, and lett hi-, fiiends, and left his tent. 

It was the time when gainst the breaking day 
Rebellious night yet strove, and stdl repined, 

For in the cast appeared tljc morning grey ^ 

And yet some kftnps m Jove's high palace shined. 

When to Mount Olivet he took his way, 

And saw, as rounti about his eyes he^vined, 

Night’s shadows hence, from thence the morning’s shine. 
This bright, that dark s that earthly, this divine. • 
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Thus to himself he thought, how many blight 13 

And splendent lamps shino>in hea\en*s temple high. 

Day hath his golden sun, her moon the night, 

Her lixed and wandering stars the a/iiie sky, 

So framed all by their Creator’s might 
ThH. .^till they live and shine, and ne'er «ihall die 
Till, in a moment, with the last d biand 
They burn, and with them bums sea, aii, and land. 

Thus as he mused, to the top he went, ^ 14 

And iheie kneeled down with reveience and fear, 

111-* eyes upon heaveirs eastern f.ice lu bent, 

His thoughts above all heavens iiphtteil were 
“ The sms and errors, which I now repent, 

Of mine iinbi idled youth, O Father deal, 

Remember not, but let thy mercy lall, 

And pu 4 'e my faults and mine oli'enecs all.” 

, Thus played he, with purple wings uptkw 15 

111 golden weed the morning’s lusty c|uecn, 
llegilding with the radiant beams she Ihicw 
His helm, his harness, and the mountain gieen ; 

Upon Ins breas^ and forehead gently blew 
The air, that Kilm and nardus lucathed unseen. 

And o’er his liead let down from clearest skic 
A cloud of pure and piecious oew there 
% 

The heavenly dew was on his garments spread, 16 

To which compared, his clothes pale aslies seem. 

And sprinkled so, that all that paleiic-:S fled 
And tiience, of purest w'hite, bright rays outstream • 

So cheered are the flowers late withered 
With the sweet comfort of the morning beam, 

And so, returned to youth, a serpent old 
Adorns herself in new and native gold. 

The lovely w'hiteness of his changed weed, 17 

The Prince perceived well, and long admired ; 

Toward the forest inarched he oi\with speed, 

Resolved, as such adventures great icquircd*, 

Thither he came whence shrinking back for dread 
Of that strange desert'*^ sight the first retirC-d, 

But not to him fearfiil or loathsome made 
•That forest was, but sweet with pleasant shade : 
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Forward he passed, and in the grove before 1 8 

He heard,a sound that strange, ^weet, pleasing was ; 

There rolled a crystal brook with gentle roJir, 

There sighed the winds as through the leaves they pass, 

Thcie did the nightingale her wrongs deplore. 

There sung the swan, and singing died, alas ! 

There lute* harp, cittern, human voice ho heard, 

And all these sounds one sound light well declared. 

% 

A dreadful ihundcr-clap at last he heard, ii> 

The aged trees and jdants well nigh that rent ; 

Yet heaid the nymphs and sirens afterward, 

1*11 ds, winds, and waters, sing with sweet coiueni * 

Wheical amazed liQ stayed, and well jiiejiared 
P'or his defence, heedful and slow forth went : 

Nor m Ills way his passage aught withstood, ^ 

Except a quiet, still, iranspaient flood. 

• 

On the green banks which that fair sucnin inbound, -'O 

P'lowers and odours sweetly smiled and smelled. 

Which reaching out his sti<‘lclii'd aims auaind. 

All the large deseit in his bosom held. 

And through the grove one channel passag* found ; • 

That in the wood ; in that, the foiest dwelled : 

Trees clad the streams ; streams green those tices a^e maiie, 
And so exchanged their moisluie and their shade. 

• 

The knight some way sought out the flood to pass, 2 i 

And as he sought, a wondrous bridge appeared, 

A budge of gold, a huge and weighty mass, 

<)n arches great of that iicli metal icaied ; 

When through that golden way he entered was, 

Down fell the bridge, swelled the stream, and weare^i 
The woik away, nor sign left where it stood, 

And of a river calm became a flood. 

He turned, amazed to see it troubled so, 22 

Like sudden brooks increased with molten snow, 

The billows fierce that toss^id to and fro, • 

The whirlpools fucked down to their bosoms low ; 

But on he went to search for wonders mo, 

Through the thicft trees there high a^cl broad which gi ow, 

And in that forest huge and de§erl»wide, 

The more he sought, more wonders still he spied. * 
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Whereso he stepped, it seemed the joyful jiroiind 2 * 

Renewed the \^'dui*G of her •flowery weed, 

A fountain here, z 'v’cllspring there he found ; 

Here bud tho tlr-rc the lilie*^ spread ; 

The ai^ed wood o'er and about him round 
Floiinsiied with blossoms new, nc^v leaves, new seed. 

And on the bouj^hs and branches those tr^n, 

The bark was softened, and renewed the "reen. 

f 

The manna on each leaf did pearled he,- 24 

TiJC honey stilled irom the tender iind ; 

Aj^ain he heard that w’bndrons harmon>, 

Of s UT.'S and sv\e(*t complnrits of lovti-^ kind. 

The hiiiiian \oices sun*^ a triple hij^h, 

To which respond tin* bird-^, the stieams, the wind, 

Iiiit yet iin-ecn those n\mphs, those simmers woie, 

Ibisecn tl c hitc-^, harps, viols whuh tliey bear. 

He looked, he listened, yet his thon;;hts denied 25 

'fo think that true which he both ht.iid and s(.e, 

A myille in an ample jdaui he spied, 

And thither by a bea»en path w'cnt be : 

The myrtle spre.’d het miLihty branches wide, 

Hij^hor than ])inc nr pdm or cypicss tiee 
And far above all oihtT plants wms seen 
That forest’s lady and that desert’s queen. 

Upon the trees his eyes Rinaldo l»ent, 26 

And there a inar\cl j.pcat .ind '-tranj^e bcp:an ; 

An oak beside him ricfi and lent, 

And frf)m his fertile hollow womb foitli ran, 

Clad in lare w’eed^ and stianp.e habiliment, 

A nymph, for age able to go to man, 

An hundred plants be.^ide, even in his sight, 

Childed an hmidicd nymph'», so great, so dight. 

Such as on stages play, such as we sec 27 

The Dryads painted wdiom wild Satyrs love. 

Whose arms l\ilf-naked, locks unVw‘>&^d be, 

With buskins laedd on their legs above, ^ 

And silken robes tucked short above their knee ; 

Such seemed the sylv^ daughters of this {Jrove, 

Save that instead of •hajts and boughs of tree, 

*She bore a lute, a harp, or cittern she. 
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And wantonly they cast them in a ringr, 28 

And snn" and danced to move 4iis weaker sense, 

Rinaldo round about environing, 

As centies are with their circumference; 

The tree they compea^sed eke, and {^an to sin", 

That woods and streams admired their excellence ; 

“ Welcome, dear lord, welcome to this sweet grove, 
Welcome our lady’s hojie,’ welcome her lo\e. 

“ Thou com’st to cure our princess, faint and sick 29 

For love, for love of thee, fun:, Mck, distressed ; 

Late black, late dreadful was thi-. forest thick. 

Fit dwelling for sad folk with gtief oppressed. 

Sec with thy coming how the branches (puck 
Revivf'd are, and in new blo‘'S(nns dressed : ” 

This was their song, and aftei, from it went ^ 

Fii-it a sweet sound, and then the myrtle rent. 

If antique times admired Silenus old .<»» 

That oit appealed set on his lazy ass. 

How w'ould they wondei if they had behold 
Such Mghts as from the myrtle high did pass ? 

Thence came a lady fair with locks of gold» • 

That like in shape, in tace and tx'auty was 
To sweet Armide ; Kinaldo thinks he spies 
Her gestures, smiles, and glances of her eyes. 

• 

On him a sad and smiling look she cast, 31 

Which twenty passions stiringe at once bewrays : 

“And nrt thou come,’* quoth she, “returned at la^t 
To her frerm ivhom but late thou ran’st ihy ways ? 

ConVst thou to comfort me for soiiows past? 

To ease my widow nights and careful da\s ? 

Or comest thou to work me grief and harm ? 

Why nilt thou speak ? — why not thy face disarm ^ 

“ Com’st thou a fiicnd or foe ? I did not frame' 32 

That golden budge to entertain my foe. 

Nor opened flowers and fov*ntaius as you cam®, 

To w’cleome hiii^wu'th joy that brings me woe : 

Put off thy helm, rejoice me wuth the tiame 
Of thy bright eye^, w^hence my fifes did groiv. 

Kiss me, embrace me, if you fujth«r venturi, 

Love keeps the gate, the fort is eath to enter.’* * 
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Thus as she woos she rolls her rueful eyes 33 

With piteous look, and changeth oft her cheer, 

An hundred sighs from her false heart updies, 

She sobs, she mourns, it is great ruth to hear ; 

Thc^ardest breast sweet pity mollifies, 

What heart resists a woman's tear ? 

But yet the knight, wise, wary, not unkind, 

Diew forth his swoid and from her careless twined. 

Towards the tice he marched, she thither start, 34 

Before him stepped, embraced the plant and cried, 

Ah, never do me sucli a spiteful part, 

To cut my tree, this forest's joy and pride. 

Put up thy sword, else pierce therewith the heart 
Of thy forsaken and despised Armide ; 

For thro4gh this breast, and through this heart unkind 
To this fair tice thy sword shall passage find.” 

* He lift his brand, nor cared though oft she prayed, 35 

And si 1C her lorm to other shape did change ; 

Such monsters huge when men in dreams are laid 
Oft in their idle fancies roam and range : 

Hc^: body swelled, her face obscure was made, 

Vanished her garments rich, and vestures strange, 

A giantess befoic him high she stands, 

Like lii-iaieus armed with an hundred hands. 

« 

With fifty swords, and fifty targets bright, 36 

She threate.'ied death, she loared, cried and fought. 

Each other n\mph in armour likewise dight, 

A Cyclops gic.it became : he feared them naught, 

But on the myrtle .smote with all his might, 

That gioaned like living souls to death nigh brought, 

The sky seemed Pluto's court, the air seemed hell, 

Therein such monsters roar, such spirits yell. 

Lightened the heavens above, the earth below 37 

Roardd aloud, that thundered, and this shook ; 

Blustered the tempests strong, the# whirlwinds blow, 

The bitter storm drove hailstones in his look‘; 

But yet his arm grew nether weak nor slow, 

Nor of that fury heed or care he took, 

Till low to earth the #oiu\ded tree down bended ; 

Hien fled the spirits all, the charms all ended. 
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The heavens grew clear, the air waxed calm and still, 
The wood leturndd to his wonUd state, 

Of witchcrafts free, quite void of spirits ill ; 

Of horror full, but horror there inpatc ; 

He further proved if aught withstood his will 
To cut thosb tiees as did the charms of Lite, 

And finding naught to stop him, smiled, and s.aid, 

“ O shadows vain ! O fools, of shades afraid ! ” 

From thcncc h.omc to the canipw.ird turned the knight, 
The hermit cned, upstarting fiom his seat, 

“Now t)f the wood the charms have lost their might. 
The sprites arc conquered, ended is the feat, 

See whcic he comes 1” In glibiering white all Uiglit 
Appeared the man, bold, stately, high and gicat, 

His eagle's silver wings to shine begun 

With wondrous splendour gainst the golden sun. 

> 

The camp received linn witli a joyful cry, 

A cry the dales and hills about that filled ; 

Then Godfrey welcomed him with lionours high, 

His gloiy (jucnched all spite, all envy killed; 

“To yonder dreadful grove, quoth he, “ vi^'nt 1, 

And from the feartul wood, Jis mo you willed, 

Have driven the sprites away, thither let be 
Your people sent, the way is safe and fice.” 

t 

Sent were the workmen thither, thence they brought 
Timber enough, by good advice select, 

And though by skillcss builders framed and wrought 
Their engines rude and rams were late elect, 

Yet now the forts and towers from whence tlicy fought 
Were framed by a cunning architect, 

William, of all the Genoese lord and guide. 

Which late ruled all the seas from side to side ; 

But forced to retire from him at last. 

The Pagan fleet the seas moist empire won. 

His men with all their stu^ and store in hast% 

Home to the caftip with their commander run, 

In skill, in wit, in cunning him surpassed 
Yet never engineSr beneath the sun,^ 

Of carpenters an hundred larg^he^ brought* 

That what their lord devised made and wrought. 
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This man began with wondrous art to make, 43 

Not rams, not mighty brakds, not slings alone, 

Wherewith the firm and solid walls to shake, 

To cast a dart, or throw a shaft or stone ; 

But framed of pines and firs, did undcitake 
To huH^. a fortress huge, to which was none 
Yet ever like, whereof he clothed the sides 
Against the balls of lire with raw bull’s hides. 

In moiticos and socket fianiedjust, 44 

The beams, the studs ^and puncheon^ joined he last ; 

To beat the city’s w-all, beneath foith brust 
A lain ^ nth h irned front, about her wai>t 
A bridge the engine from hei side out thiust, 

Which on the wall wlien need icquiied she cast ; 

And fioiT^ her toj) a luiret small up stood, 

Strong, surely eumed, and budded of like wood. 

'"Set on an hundicd wheels the lolhng mass, 45 

On the smooth lands w’cnt nimbly up and down, 

Though full of arms and armed men it w'as, 

Yet with small pains 11 lan, as it had flown ; 

\W)ndcrcd the camp so quirk to see it pass, 

They piaiscd the woikinen and then skill unknown, 

And on that day tw'o towers they budded moie, 

Like that whicli sweet Cloimda burned before. 

Yet wholly weie not I'lum the baiacines 46 

Their works concealed and their laboius hid. 

Upon that w'all W’liich next the camp cunlines 
They placed spies, wlio maik« 5 d all ihcv did : 

They saw the ashes wild and squared pines. 

How to the tents, li ailed from the grove, they slid : 

And engines huge they saw, yet could not tell 
How they were built, their fonns they saw not well. 

Their engines eke they 1 eared, and with great art 47 

Repaired each bulw'ark, turret, port and tower, 

And fortified tfce plain and c isy part, ^ 

To bide the storm of every warlike stoure. 

Till as they thought n^slcight or force of Ij^Iart 
To undermine or scale the same had power ; 

And false Ismeno gslti new balls prepare 
^Of wicked fire, wild, wondrous, strange and rare. 
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He mingled biimstone with buumen fell 
Fetched fn;m that lake where LoJom crbl did sink. 

And fiom that flood which nine nines coinpasbcd lit It 
homo of the liquor hot he brought, J think, 

Wherewith the quenchless flic he lempeicd well, 

To make it smoke and flame aiul deadly stink; 

And for his wood cut down, the aged sue 
Would thus revengement lake wath flame and flit 

While thus the camj), and thus the Iowmi were bent, 

These to assault, these to detend the wall, 

A speedy tlo\e through the clear welkin went, 

Slraiglit o’er iht tent'., seen by the sv)l(iiers all. 

With iiimblc fans tlie yieluing an she rcni. 

Nor seemed it that she w'ould ah .hi 01 fall. 

Till she arrived near that besieg« u toun ^ 

Then from the clouds at last she stooi>ed dowai ; 

33ut lo, fioni wlunre 1 nolt, a laUon taint, 

Armed with crooked bill and talons long. 

And 'twixt the tamp and city croo-^ed hei game. 

That duist nor bide hei foe's encounter siiong , 

]jLU light ujiun the royal tent down came, 

And theie, the lords and pnnecs great among 

When the sharp hawk mgh touched her lendei head 
In Godrey'b lap she tell, with fcai half dead . 

The duke leceued hei, saxtd hei, and spied, 51 

As he beheld the bird, a wondioiis thing, 

About her neck a letter close was lied, 

IJy a small ihicad, and tlirust under her wing, 

He loosed fortn the will and spicad it wide, 

And Y(\\d the intent iheieof, To Judah’s king,” 

Thus said the schedule, ‘‘honouis high inciease. 

The Egyptian chieftain wishelh health and peace : 

“Feat not, renowned piince, resist, endiuc 5 - 

Till the third day, or till the fourth at most, 

1 come, and your deliverance will piocure, • 

And kill your coward foes and all their host.” 

'J'his secret in that biief w'as closed up sure, 

Wiit in strange lafiguage, to the win^d post 
Given to transpoit ; for m their •waflikc need 
The east such message used, oft with good speed. 



3^8 


JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 


t 

The duke let go the captive dove at Inrgc, 5 3 

And she that had his counsel close betrayed, 

Traitress to her great Lord, touched not the inarge 
Of Salcm’b town, but fle^ far thence afraid. 

The duke before all those which had or charge 
Or offi^p high, the letter read, and said : 

“ See how the goodness of the Lord foreshows 
The secret purpose of our crafty foes. 

“No longer then let us protract the time, 54 

Hut scale the bulwark of this fortress high. 

Through sweat and labour gainst those rocks sublime 
Let us ascend, which to the southward lie ; 

II aid will it be that way in arms to climb. 

Hut yet the jdare and passage both know 1, 

And tliat high wall by site strong on lli.it pail, 

Is least dcfenccd by arms, by work and ail. 

I 

• * “Thou, Ka>iiiond, on this side with all thy might 55 

Assault the wall, and ])y tliose crags asccml, 

My sipiadrons with mine engines huge shall fight 
And gainst the noithcin gate my puissance bend, 

Tiiat so our foc^, beguiled with the sight. 

Our gi cate it foicc and power shall there atleiiil, 

While my great tower from thence shall nimbly slide, 

And batter down some worse defended side ; 

« 

“ Camillo, thou not far from me shall icar 56 

Another lower, close to the w^alls ybrought.'' 

This spoken, Raymond old, that sate him near, 

And while he talked great things tossed in his thought, 

Said, “ To Godfredo’s counsel, given us heie, 

Nought can be added, from it taken nought : 

Yet this I further wish, that some were sent 
To spy their camp, their secret and intent, 

“That may their number and their squadrons brave 57 

Describe, and through their tents disguised mask.” 

Quoth Tancr^i, “ Lo, a subtle squire I have, 

A person fit to undertake this task, * 

A man quick, ready, bold, sly to deceive. 

To answer, wise, and ^ell advised to ask ; 

Well langudgdd, and thiit with time and place, 

■ Can change his look, his voice, his gait, his grace.” 
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Sent for, he came, and when his lord him told 
What Godfrey's pleasure was and^wdiat his own, 

He smiled and said forthw'ith he gladly would. 

“I go," quoth he, “caieless what clfance be throwm, 
And wheie encamped be these Pagans bold, 

Will walk in every tent a spy unknown, 

Their camp even at noon-day I enter shall, 

And number all their horse and footmen all ; 

“ How great, how strong, how armed this army is, 

And what then guide intends, I will dccjarc, 

To me the secrets of that heart of his 

And hidden thoughts shall open he and baie." 

Thus Vafrinc sp ike, nor longer stayed on this, 

Hut for a mantle changed the coat he w^are, 

Naked was his neck, and bout his forehead bohk 
Of linep white full twenty yards he i oiled. 

His weapons were a Syrian bow and quiver, 

His gestures barbarous, like the Turkish train, 
Wondered all they that heard his longue deliver 
Of every land the language tiue and plain : 

In Tyre a born Phoenician, by the river • 

Of Nile a knight biod m the Egyptian main. 

Both people would have thought him ; lorth he rides 

On a swift steed, o'er hills and dales that glides. 

• 

But ere the third day came the Fiench forth sent 
Their pioneeis to even the lougher w’ays, 

And ready made each warlike instrument. 

Nor aught their labour interrupts or staves ; 

The nights in busy toil they likcwibC spent 
And with long evenings lengthened forth short days, 
Till naught was left the hosts that hinder might 
To use their utmost power and strength in tight. 

That day', which of the assault the day foreiun, 

The godly duke in prayer spent well nigh, 

And all the rest, tj^causc thef had inisdone, • 

The sacrament receive and mercy cry ; 

Then oft the duke iys engines greiit bt^jn 
To show where least he would iheir strength apply ; 

His foes rejoiced, deluded in that»so?t. 

To see them bent against their surest port : 
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But after, aided by the friendly night, 63 

His greatest engine to that^ide he brought 
Where plainest seemed ihe wall, vhcie with their might 
The fiankeib least could hint them as they fought ; 

And to the soiitliei n mountain’s greatest height 
To raisr lus lunet old Raxmondo sought • 

And thou Caniillo on that p^it hadst thine, 

Where from the north the walls did we^t\vard tw'ine. 

But when amid the eastern heaven appeared 64 

The rising morning bright as shining gla^:?, 

The troubled J’.ig.ins saw, and seeing feaied. 

How' the gieat towei stood not where late it wm';. 

And here and tlicie tofoie unseen was reaied 
Of timber strc iig a huge and fearful inasb, 

And nunrbcrlesa with licains, with ropes and «-tiings. 

They mcw the iron ram-., the baiks and slings 

The Syrian people now were no wdut slow', 65 

Their best defences to that side to be.u, 

Wheie ('fodfu’N did his gieatest engine show, 

From thence wheie late m vain they plact^d were : 

But he who at If s back light w'cll did know' 

The host of FZg) pt to be pioaching near. 

To him called (aielpho and the Roberts tw'ain, 

And said, “ On hoiscbaik look you still remain, 

“And have regard, while all our people strive 60 

To scale tins wall, where weak it seems and thin, 

Lest iinaw aies some sudden host ariive. 

And at vuir back^ unlooked-for w\ii begin ’’ 

This said, ihiec iTuce assaults at once they give, 

The hardy soldiers all would uie 01 w'ln, 

And on thiee paits lesistance makes the king, 

And rage gamst stiengih, despair gainst hope doth bring ; 

Pliniself upon his limbs wdth feeble eiid Or 

That shook, unwieldy w’lth their proper w'eight. 

His armour la-.d and long iinuseci shield, ^ 

And marched gainst Raymond to the mountain's height ; 

Great Solyman gainst Godfrey took the field ; 

Fornenst Camillo sioocf Arganles straight 

Where Tancred strdng rhe found, so fortune will 
That this good prince hn» wonted foe shall kill. 
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The atxrhers shot their airows sharp and keen, 

Dipped in 'the bitter juice of poison stronfj. 

The shady face of he.iven was scantly seen, 

Hid with the clouds of shafts and qti.irries lonff ; 

Yet weapons shaip with greater fiir> been 
Cast trom the towers the Pagan troop'- among, 

For thence ilew stones an<Cclifts of inaible rocks, 

Trees shod with iron, timber, logs and blocks. 

A thunderbolt seemed every stone, it brake 
His limbs and aimours on whom so it light, 
lhat life and soul n did not only take 
I’ut all lu^ shape and lacc disfiguied quite ; 

The lances stayed not in the wounds they make, 

Put thiougli fhe gored body took Ihcir thght. 

From side to side, through llesh, through skin jind rind 
'Fhcy flew, and flying, Iclt sad death behind. 

But yet not all tliis force and finy drove 
The Pagan people to foisake the w.ill, 

But to revenge ihc'sc deadly blows they strove, 

With darts th.it fly, with stones and tiees» that fall : 

For need so cow'.irds oft courageous prove, • 

For liberty they fight, for life and all, 

And oft with arrow's, shafts, and stones that fly, 

(Bve bitter answer to a sharp leply, 

t 

Thiswhile the fierce assaikants never cease, 

But sternly still maintain a threefold ch.irge, 

And gainst the clouds (d shafts draw nigii at ease, 

Ibider a pcntise made of many a targe, 

The armed tower'* close to the bulwarks press, 

And strive to grapple w’llh the battled marge, 

And launch their budges out, mcanw^hile below 
With iron fionts the rams the w'alls down throw. 

Yet still Rinaldo unresolved went. 

And far unworthy him this service thought, 

If mongst the coiijmon sort kis pains he spent ;• 

Renown so got the prince esteemed naught : 

His angry looks on every side he bent^ 

And where most haim, most danger was, he fought, 

And where the wall high, strong surest was, 

That part would he assault, 'and that way pass. 
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And turninjj lo the worthies him behind, 73 

All hardy knii^ht-s, whom Dlidoii late did guide, • 

‘‘ Oh shame,” tjuoth he, “this wall no war doth find, 

When battered is elsewhere each p.irt, each side j 
All pain is safety to a valiant mind, 

Plach w*:.y i'. ealh to liim that dares abide, 

Come let us scale this wall, though strong and high, 

And with youi shields keep off the darts that tly. ’ 

With him united all while thus he spake, 74 

Ihcir taigets haid alv)\e their heads they threw, 

Which joined in one an iron pentisc make 
That from the dieadful stoim piesu\ed the ciew. 

Defended thus then speedy course they take, 

And to the wall without resistance drew, 

For thau strong penticle protected well 

The knignts, from all that flew and all that fell. 

'Against the fort Ibnaldo gan uprear 75 

A ladder huge, an hundred steps of height, 

And in his arm the same did easily bear 
And move as winds do reeds or rushes light. 

Sometimes a trdc, a rock, .1 dart or spear, 

Fell from above, yet foiwaid clomb the knight, 

And upw’ard leailess pierced, careless still, 

Though Mount Olympus fell, or Ossa hill ; 

« 

A mount of ruins, and of shafts a wood 76 

Upon his shoulders and his shield he bore. 

One liana the ladder held w’hereon he stood. 

The other bare his large his face befoie ; 

His hardy troop, by his example good 
Vrovoked, with him the place assaulted soie, 

And laddeis long against the wall they claj». 

Unlike in courage yet, unlike in hap : 

One died, another fell ; he forward ivent, 77 

And these ho comfoits, and he threateneth those, 

Now with his^hand outstretched \he battlei^ent 
Wellnigh he reached, when all his aimed foes 
Kan thither, and their^orce and fury bent. 

To throw hin\ headlong down, yet up he goes, 

^ A wondrous thing, onc 4 cnight whole aimed bands 
Alone, and hanging in the aii, withstands . 




JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 


373 


Withstands, and foiccth his gryat strength so far, 78 

That like a palm whereon huge weight doth rest, 

Ills forces so resisted slionger aic. 

His virtues higher lisc the more cf^pressed, 

Till all that would his entrance bold debar. 

He backward drove, u])leapcd and j)osi,essed * 

The wall, and safe and c*tsy with hib blade, 

To all that after came, the jiass.igc made. 

* 

There killing such as durst and did withstand, 79 

To noble fclustace that w'as like to fal> 

He reached forth his fiiendly cont]Ucring hand. 

And next himself helped him to mount the w'all. 

Thiswhile (aodfrodo and his people fand 
Their liv'es to gi eater harms and dangers thrall, 

For there not man wdth man, nor knight witlf knight 
Contend, but engines thcic w'lth engines light 

For in that place the Paynims reared a post, 

Which late had served some gallant ship for mast, 

And over it another beam they ciossed, 

Pointed with iron sharp, to it made fast 
With ropes wdiich as men w'ould the dormant tossed. 

Now out, now in, ntnv back, now lorwMid cast. 

In his swift pulleys oft the men withdrew 
The tree, and oft the liding-balk furtj^ threw : 

The mighty beam icdoubled oft his blows, Sr 

And with such force the engine smote and hit. 

That her broad side the tow^cr wide open throws, 

Her joints w'eie broke, her 1 afters cleft and split ; 

P>ul yet gainst every hap whence mischief grows. 

Prepared the piece, gainst such exti ernes made fit, 

Launch forth tw^o scythes, sharp, rutting, long and bioad 
Anri cut the ropes whereon the engine rode : 

As an old rock, which age or stormy wind S2 

Tears from some craggy hill or mountain stec^i. 

Doth break, dolii bruise, and into dust doth grind 
Woods, houses, hamlets, herds, and folds of sheep, 

So fell the beam, •and down with it ^ kind * 

Of arms, of weapons, and of men dic^ sweep, • 

Wherewith the low^ers once or fwice did shake, • 

Trembled the walls, the hills and mountains quake. 
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Victorious Godfrey boldly forward came, 

And had great hope even then the place to win 
But lo, a fire, with stench, with smoke and ikiino 
Witlretood his passage, Stopped his entrance in ; 

Such burning -4£liia yet could never fiame, 

When’5roin her entrails hot her fires begin, 
hJor yet in summer on the liulian plain, 

Such vapours waim fiom scui clung air down ram. 

« 

There balls of wildfire, theie lly burning spears, 

This flame was black, that blue, thi& red as blood ;* 
Stench wellnigh choked tneni, noiic dc.ifs iheir cars, 
Smoke blinds their eyes, fire kiiullcth on the wood ; 
Nor those raw hides which for defence it wears 
Could sj\e the towei, m such distie-as it stood ; 

For no^' they wrinkle, now it ‘'Weat^s and fiics. 

Now burni, unless some help tome clown fiom sJiics. 

The hardy duke before his folk abides, 

Nor changed he colour, couiuenancc or place, 

But comforts those that from the scaldeicd hides 
\Vith water stio\e the approaching flames to chase : 

In these extremes the pnn« e and tliose he guides 
Half roasted stood before tivire \ ulcan’-a lace, 

When lo, a sudden and unlooked-for blast 
The flames against the kiiidleis backwaul cast : 

The winds dto\e bark the lire, where heaped lie 
The Pagans' weapons, wheie iheir engines were. 

Which kindling quickly in that substance dry. 

Burnt all their store and all their warlike geai . 

O glorious captain ! whom the Loid fiom high 
Defends, whom God preserves, and holds so deai ; 

For thee heaven fights, to thee the winds, from far, 
Called with thy liumpct's blast, obedient aie ! 

But wicked Ismen to his harm that saw 

How the fierce blast drove back the fire and flame, 

By art woul<f nature change, an^ thence withdraw 
Those noisotpe winds, else calm and still the same ; 
’Twixt two false wizai^s w’ithout fear or aA\e 
Upon the walls in opqn sight he came, 
c Black, grisly, loathsonlb, grim and ugly faced, 

Like Pluto old, betwixt two furies placed i 
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And now the wretch those dreadful words be-^un, * 88 

Which trouble make deep hell aad all her flock, 

Now trembled is the air, the j^olden sun 
His fe.uful beams in clnuds did close and lock. 

When from the tower, which Ismen could not shun, 

Out fled a mighty stone, late half a rock, 

Which light so just upon the wizaid-^ three, 

That driven to dust their bonca and bodies be. 

To less than naught their members old wcic toin, 89 

And shivered weie their heads to pieces small, 

As small as aie the biuised giaius of c?n*n 
When from the null diss(fl\ed to meal they fall ; 

Their damndd souls, to detpe^i hcli down boiiie 
Far from the joy and light celestial. 

The fillies plunged 111 the infc'in il lake 
O mankind, at their ends ensampie take 1 * 

This while the engine which the teinpc-*.i cold 
Had saved fiom burning with his tiiendly blast. 

Approached had so near the batlcied iiold 
Thai on the w'alls hei bridge at ease she cast . 

Hut Solynian ran thither tierce and b(*l(J, ^ • 

'1 o cut the plank w'hereon the Christians passed 
And had peifoimed his will, save tbiit upreaied 
High ill the skica a tunet new appeared ; 

» 

Far in the air up dumb the fortress tall, 91 

Higher than house, than stecjilc, church or tower ; 

The J'agans trembled to behold the wall 
And city subject to her shot and jiowcr ; 

Yet kept the Turk his stand, though on him fall 
Of stones and dans a sharp and deadly sliowcr, 

And still to cut the bridge he hopes and staves. 

And those that fear with cheerful speech revives. ^ 

The angel Michafcl, to all the rest 92 

Unseen, appeared before Godfredo^s eyes, 

In puie and heavenly armojir tichly dressed, ^ 

Bi ighter than Titan's rays in clearest skies , 

“ Godirey,” quoth he, “ this is the moment blest 
To free this town \hat long m bonda|^: lies, 

See, see what legions in thine aid i bring, * 

For Heaven assists thee, and ileaven's glorious King ; • * 



93 


376 JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 

Lift\ip thine eyes, and in the air behold 
The sacred armies, how thqy mustered be, 

That cloud of flesh in which for times of old 
All mankind wrapped is, I take from thee, 

And fiom thy senses their thick mist unfold, 

That face to face thou mayest these spirits see, 

And *tor a little space right well sustain 
Their glorious light and vieit tho5»e angels plain. 

“ Ilehold the souls of every lord and knight 94 

That late bore arms and died for Christ’s dear sake, 

How on ihy side against this town they fight. 

And of thy joy and conquest will pjirtake : 

'riicrc where the dust and smoke blind all men's sight 
Where stones and ruins such an heap do make, 

Theic Hugo fights, in thickest cloud imbarred, 

And undei mines that bulwarks groundwork haid. 

I 

See Dudon yonder, who with sword and fire 95 

Assails and helps to scale the northern port, 

That with bold courage doth thy folk inspire 
And rears their ladders gainst the assaulted fort . 

He that liigh on the mount m gra\e attire 
Is clad, and ci owned stands in kingly sort, 

Is Bishop Adcmare, a blessed spirit, 

Blest for his faith, ci owned for his death and merit. 

« 

“ But higher lift thy happy eyes, and view 96 

Where all the sacred hosts of Heaven ajipcai.’’ 

He looked, and saw whore winged armies flew, 

Innuinciablc, puie, divine and clear ; 

A battle round of squadrons thiec they show 
And all by ihiees those squadrons ranged were. 

Which spieading wdde in rings still wider go, 

Moved with a stone calm water circleth so. 

• 

With that he winked, and vanished was and gone 97 

That wondious vision when he looked again, 

His worthies fighting viewed he jine by one, 

And on each side saw signs of conquest pLIin, 

For with Rinaldo gainst his yielding fone, 

His knights were entewt^ and the Pagans ^slain. 

This seen, the duke^no longer stay could brook, 

« But from the bearer bofd his ensign took : 
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And on the bridge he stepped, but there was stayed 98 

By Solyman, who entrance all denied, 

That narrow tree to virtue great was made, 

The field as in few blows right S009 was tried, 

“ Here will I give my life for Sion's aid, 

Here will 1 end my days,” the Soldan cried, ^ 

“ Behind me cut or break this bridge, that I 
May kill a thousand Christians first, then die.” 

But thither fierce Rinaldo threatening went, 90 

And at his sight fled all the Soldan's train, 

“What shall I do ? If here my life be spent, 

I spend and spill,” <[uoth he, “ my blood in vain • ” 

With that his steps frenn (iodfrey back he bent, 

And to him let the passage free remain. 

Who threatening followed as the Stddan fled. ^ 

And on the walls the puiplc Cross dispread * 

About his head he tossed, he turned, he cast, meto 

That glorious ensign, wuth a thousand twines, 

Thereon the wind breathes with his sweetest blast, 

Thereon with golden rays glad Theubus shines, 

Earth laughs for joy, the streams forbear th^ir haste, • 
Floods clap their hands, on mountains dance the pine^, 

And Sion's towers and sacicd temples smile 
For their dehveiance from that bondage vile. 

• 

And now the armies rcaicd the happy ciy 10 1 

Of victory, glad, Joyful, loud, and shrill. 

The hills resound, the echo showereth high. 

And Tancred bold, that lights and combats still 
With pioud Arg.'mtcs, ])rought his lower so nigh, 

That on the wall, against the boaster's will, 

In his despite, his bridge he also laid. 

And won the place, and there the Cross displaxctl. 

But on the southern hill, where Raymond fought 102 

Against the townsmen and their aged king, 

His hardy Gascoigns gained s»niall or naught 
Their engine to ftie walls they could not brin*, 

For thither all his strength the prince had brought, 

For life and safety sternly combating 

And for the wall was feeblest 05 tl*it coast,* 

There were his soldiers best, and engines most. * 
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Besides, the tower upon that quarter found 103 

Unsure, uneasy, and uneven the way, 

Nor art could help, but that the roiifjher ground 
The rolling ma&s did often stop and stay ; 

But now of victory the jo} ful sound 

The king and Raymond heard amid their fray ; 

And by the shout they and their soldiers know, 

The town was entered on the plain below. 

Which heard, Raymondo thus bespake this crew, 1 04 

“The tovin is won, my friends, and doth it yet 
Resi'-t } arc we kept out still by the^e few ? 

Shall we no share in this high conquest get ? — 

But from that paiL the king at last withdiew, 

H e strove in vain their cntiance there to let, 

And to a stronger place his folk he bi ought, 

Wheie to sustain llie assault a while he thought. 

* 

•^Thc conquerors at once now entered all, 105 

The walls weie won, the gates wetc opened wide, 

Now' bruised, broken dow'ii, destroyed fall 
The ports and toweis thiil batlerv durst abide ; 

R»geth the death inuKlereih gieat and small, 

And pioud ’twixt w’oc and liorroi s.id doih itde 

llere runs the blood, in ponds iheie stands the gin'c. 

And drow'ns the knights in wdiom it li\cd bclore. 



Ubc mtnctCctitb IBooi; 


or 


GODFRJiV OF fuj.foic;ni:. 


run: ako i 'ml .y t. 

'Fancied in single combat l.ilK In i ftM 
AIgclIlte^ stiong . tin* king «uul Su.ti.ni Ily 
'lo iJavid's to\\ci, aiul •'.ive tin ii }•«. I'suar, . 

v\oll iii-tiiuts VciliiiK iho spy, 

Witli liiiii she lull s and a-i 11 h‘v g > 

Finds win re hei lord toi de .id <jn carih dntJt^lic , 
tirst shi laments, incn ciii»*s him • Oodirey hs a» 
Ornioiido’s ttsasoii, and what inaiks h“ Lt.a- 


N OW clcatli or lc\u t i caic* to bti\c ihco live- 

From ihcir foibakcn w'allb the cha-c . 

Yet neither force nor fear, nor wi-dom cliJ\C'. 

'Ihe constant knight Arganicr* fioin hib jilacc; 

Alone against ten thous.inU foes he stir, e^, 

Vet dreadlcbs, doubtless, cnekss seemea Ins face, 

Nor death, nor danger, but dibgrace he k.us. 

And btill unconquered, though o’eibet, appeal b 

• 

But mongst the icbt upon his helmet ga\ ♦ 

With hib broad bwoid Tancredi came and smote : 

The Fagan knew pi nice his airay, •• 

By his stiong bluvVb, his armour and hib coat ; 

For once they fought, and when nigh^stajed that fray. 
New time lliey chose to end their coinbat hot, , 

But Tancted failed, whercfoie the Pagan l^night 
Cried, ** Tancred, com’st thou thus, thus late to fight ? 

379 % 
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“ Too'late thou com'st, and not alone to war, 3 

But yet the fif^ht I neither shun nor fe.ir. 

Although from knighthood true thou crrest far, 

Since like an engineer thou dost appear. 

That tower, that troop, tiiy shield and safety are, 

Strange kind of arms in single tight to bear \ 

Yet sfult thou not escape, 0 conqueror strong 
Of ladies fair, sharp death, to avenge that wrong.” 

Loid Tancred smiled, with disdain and scorn, 4 

And aitswered thus, “ To end our strife,” quoth he, 

“ Behold at last I cofne, and iny leturn, 

Though late, perchance will be too soon foi thee ; 

Tor thoi. shalt wish, of hope and help forlorn, 

Some sea or mountain placed twixt thee and me. 

And well shalt kpow befoic wc end this fray 
No fear of cowardice hath caused my stay. 

• 

But come aside, thou by whose prowess dies 5 

The monstcis, knights and giants in all lands, 

The killer of weak women thee defies ” 

This said, he turndd to his fighting bands, 

Amd bids them jill retire. Forbear,” he cries, 

“To strike this knight, on him let none lay hands , 

For mine he is, more than a common foe. 

By challenge new and promise old also.” 

« 

“ Descend,” the fierce Circassian gan reply, 6 

“ Alone, or all this troop for succour take 
To deserts waste, or place freciueuled high, 

For vantage none 1 will the tight foisakc . ” 

'I hus given and taken was the bold defy, 

And through the press, agreed so, they biake, 

'I'heir hatred made them one, and as they went, 

Each knight his foe did for despite defend : 

Great wjs liis thirst of piaisc, great the desire * 7 

That Tancred had the Fagan's blood to spill, 

Nor could th^t quench his w'rat|j or calm his ire 
If other hand his foe should foil or kill. • 

He saved him with his shield, and cried “ Retire ! ” 

To all he met, “ and dfc this knight none 111 : ” 

And thus defendingi gajnst his friends his foe, 

* Through thousand angry weapons safe they go. 
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They left the cUy, and they left behind S 

Godfredo’s camp, and far beyoAd it passed, 

And came where into creeks and bosomb blind 
A winding hill his corners turned :;jnd cast, 

A valley small and shady dale they hnd 

Amid the mountains steep so laid and placed ^ 

As if some theatre or closed place 

Had been for men to fight or beasts to chtise. 

There stayed the champions both with lucful eyes, 

Argarucb gan the fortress won to view;, 

Tancred his foe withoulen shield espies, 

And far aw'ay his target thereloic threw', 

And said, “■ Whereon doth thy sad heait device ? 

Think’st thou this hour must end thy life imtriie ^ 

If this thou fear, and dost forest e thy fate, , 

Thy^fear is vain, thy foicsight comes too late.” 

‘‘ I think/' quoth he, “ on this distressed town, • 10 

The aged Queen of Judah's ancient land, 

Nt>w lost, now' sacked, spoiled and trodden down. 

Whose fall m vain I strived to withstand, 

A small revenge for Sion's fort o’eithrownji • 

That head can be, cut off by my strong hand.” 

This said, together w'lih great heed they dew. 

For each his foe lor bold and hardy knew. 

I 

Tancred of body active was and light, 1 1 

Quick, nimble, ready both of hand and foot ; 

But higher by the head, the Pagan knight 
Of limbs far gi eater was, of heart as stout : 

Tancred laid low and traversed m his light, 

Now to his w'ard retired, now struck out, 

Oft with his sword liis foe's fierce blows he broke, 

And rather chose to waid than bear his stroke. 

But bold and bolt upright Argantes fought, 1 2 

Unlike m gesture, like m skill and art, 

His sword outstretched bcfoie him far he bi aught. 

Nor would his weapon touch, but pierce his heaii. 

To catch his point Prince Tancred strove and sought, 

But at his breast or helm's unclosdff part 

He threatened death, and wowld ^vith slretched-oiu brand 
His entrance close, and fierce assaults withstand. * 
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With a tall sliip so doth a galley fight, 13 

When the still winds slir ^lot the unst ible main ; 

Whore this in nimbleness as that in inij^ht < 

K\cels . thnt stands, this j^ocs and conies again, 

And shift;, fiom prow to poop with tinnings light ; 

Meanwhile the other doth unmoved roinain, 

And on her nimble foe approaching nigh, 

Her weighty engines Lumbleth down from high 

Tlio Christian sougiit to enter on his foe, 14 

Voiding his point, which at his breast w«is bent , 

Aigintes at his face a thrust did ihiow, 
winch ^\hllc ilu' Piince awards and doth pi event. 

Ml-, toady hand the iCigan turned so, 

'rhat all defence his i(Liickncis fir o'erwent. 

And pv'irod h.s side, which done, he said and smiled, 

‘ 'J'he craftsman is in hi*> own craft beguiled.” 

^ • 

Tancredi bit his lip for scorn and shame, 15 

Nor longer stood on points of fence and skill, 

Ihit to revenge so tieice and fast he came 
As if his h.iiul cOuld not overtake his will, 

And at his \is^r aiming just, gau frame 
To his proud boast an answer sharp, but still 
Aiganles bioke tlie thrust , and at hdf-sword, 

Switt, liardy, bold, in stepped the Christian lord 

With his left foot fast forward gan he stride, 16 

And with his left the Pagan’s right arm bent. 

With his right hand meanwhile the inan’b nght side 
He cut, Ik wounded, mangled, lure a. id rent. 

“ To his victorious) teachci,” 'J'ancred cried, 

“His conquered scholar hath tins answer sent ; 

Argantes chafed, stiugglcd, turned and tunned. 

Yet could not so Ins captive arm unbind 

His sword at last he let hang by the chain, 17 

And griped his hardy foe in both his hands, 

In his stiong arms Tancred caught him ajrain. 

And thus each other held and wrappod'in bands. 

With greater might Alcides did not stiain 
The giant Antheus orf the Lybian sands, 

On holdfast knots vhe^r brawny arms they cast, 

‘ And whom he hateth most, each held embraced: 
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Such was their wrestling, such their shocks and throw iS 
That down at Once they tumbled both to ground, 

Arg antes, — were it hap or skill, who knows, — 

His better hand loose and in trcccjom found ; 
lint the good rrincc. his hand more fit for blows, 

With Ins huge weight the J*agan underboimd ; ^ 

• liut he, his di''«id\aniage great that knew, 

Let go his hold, and 011 his feet up Hew : 

Far slower rose the unwieldy Saracine, 19 

And caugiit a rap eic lie wms re.ncd upright. 

But as against the blusteimg wunds a pine 
Now bends his top, now lifts his head on height. 

His courage so, wlu.m 11 gan most dctlmc, 

The man reinforced, and advanced his might, 

And w'lth fierce change of blows rcnew'cd llie/ra\. 

Where rage for skill, hoiror for art, bore swa\, 

'rhe purple drops from Tancred's sidos d<ovii railed, • -o 

Tim from the P<igan ran whole sticams of blood, 

Wheiewitli his force grew weak, his courage quailed. 

As flies die which fuel w'ant or food. • 

Tancied that •'aw his feeble arm now' failei • 

To strike his blows, that scant he stirred or stood. 

Assuaged his anger, and his w'rath allayed, 

And stepping back, thus gently spoke and said : 

• 

“Yield, hauly knight, and chance of w'ar or me 21 

Confess to have subdued thee in this tight, 

I will no trophy, triumph, spoil of thee, 

Noi gloiy wnh, noi seek a \|ctors light 
More terrible than cist ; ” herewith giew' he 
And all awaked his fur\, rage and might. 

And said, Dar’st thou of vantage speak or think. 

Or move Arganles once to yield or shiink? 

“ Use, use thy vantage, thee and fortune both 22 

I scorn, and punish will thy foolish pride : ” 

As a hot brand flames mosi ere it forth go'thji 
And dying blaze^h bright on every side ; 

So he, when blood was lost, with anger WToth, 

Revived his courage when his puis^nce died, 

And would his latest hour w'hiqji rJbw' drew*nigh. 

Illustrate with his end^ and nobly die. * 
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He joined his left hand to her sister strong, 23 

And with them both let fall his weighty blade. 

Tancred to ward his blow his sword up slung, 

But that it smote aside, ner there it stayed, 

But from his shoulder to his side along 
It glanced) and many wounds at once it made : 

Yet Tancred feared naught, for 111 his heart * 

Found coward dicad noplace, fcai had no part. 

His fearful blow he doubled, but he spent 24 

His force in waste, and all his strength in vain ; 

For Tancicd from the blow against him bent. 

Leaped aside, the sliokc fell on the plain. 

With ihme own weight o’erthrown to caith thou went, 

Argantes stout, nor could’bt thyself sustain, 

'J’hysclf th 11* thiev\e^t down, O happy man, 

Upon whose fall none boast 01 triumph can ! 

flis gaping w'ounds the fall set open wnde, 25 

The sticams of blood about him made a lake. 

Helped with liis left hand, on one knee he tneil 
To re.ir himself, and new defence to make : 

Th6 couitcous puttee stepped back, and “ Yielil thee ' " cried. 
No hurt he proffered him, no blow he strake. 

Meanw'hilc by stealth the Pagan false him gave 
A sudden wound, threatening with speeches biave 

Herewith Tancredi furious grew, and said, 26 

“Viliam, doat thou my meicy so despise?'^ 

Therewith he thrust and thrust again his blade. 

And through his vcntil pierced his da/zled cyl'«^ 

Argantes died, yet no complaint he made, 

But as he futious lived he careless dies ; 

Bold, proud, disdainful, fierce and void of fear 
His motions last, last looks, last speeches weic 

Tancred put up his sword, and piaises glad 27 

(lave to his God that saved him in this fight ; 

But yei this blAody conquest fccblbd had c 
So much the coi.querui’s fotce, strength and might, 

That thiough the way h^fcared which homeward led 
He had not strjmgth enough to walk upright ; 

^et as he could hia steps from thence he bent, 

And foot by foot a heavy pace forth- went ; 

( 



S^ERUSALEM DELIVERED. 


385 


His legs could bear him but a little stound, • 28 

And more he hastes, more tiret^ less was his speed, 

On his right hand, at last, laid on the ground 
He leaned, his hand weak like a shaking reed, 

Dazzled his eyes, the world on whfiels ran round, 

Day wrapped her bi ightncss up in sable weed ; 

, At length he swooned, and the victor knight • 

Nought differed from his tonquered foe in fight. 

But while these lords their privtale hght pur*>ue, 29 

Made fierce and cruel through their secret hate, 

The victor’s ire destroyed the faithless*crevv 
From street to street, and chased from gate to gate. 

Jiut of the sacked town the image true 
Who can describe, or paint the woeful state. 

Or with fit words this spectacle express 
Who can ? or tell the city’s great distress ? • 

• 

Blood, murder, death, each stiect, house, church denied, ^ 30 
There heaps of slam appear, there mountains high ; 

There underneath the unbuned hills up-piled 
Of bodies dead, the living buried lie ; . 

There the sad mother with her tender child ^ 

Doth tear her tresses loose, co^^plain and fty, 

And there the spoiler by her amber hair 
Draws to his lust the virgin chaste and fair. 

But through the way that to the west-hill >ood 31 

Whereon the old and stately temple stands, 

All soiled with gore and wet with lukew^arm blood 
Rinaldo lan, and chased the Pagan bands ; 

Above their heads he heaved his curtlax good, 

Life in his grace, and death lay in his hands. 

Nor helm nor target strong his blows off bears. 

Best armed there seemed he no arms that wears ; 

For gainst his armdd foes he only bends 32 

His force, and scorns the naked folk to wound ; 

Them whom no courage arras, no arms defends. 

He chased wit]#his looks and dreadful soun^ : 

Oh, who can tell how far his force extends ? 

How these he scorns, threats those^lays them on ground ? 

How with unequal harm, with eqq^l fear • 

Fled all, all that well armed of naked were : • 
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Fast fled the people weak, and with the same 
A squadron strong is to the temple gone 
Which, burned and budded oft, still keeps the name 
Of the first founder, wise King Solomon ; 

That prince this stately house did whilom frame 
Of cedar trees, of gold and marble stone ; 

Now riot so rich, yet stiong and sure it was, 

With turrets high, thick walls, and doois of brass. 

The knight arrived whcic in warlike soil 
The men that ample church had fortified. 

And closed found each wicket, gate and poit. 

And on the top defences ready spied, 

lie left his frowning looks, and twice that foil 

From Ills high top down to the groundwork e>cd, 

And entrance sought, and twice wrth his swift fool 
The migliiiy place he measured about. 

. 'jkc as a wolf about the closed fold 
Rangeih by night hia hoped picy to get, 

Knragcd with hunger and with malice old 

Which kind ’twixt him and harmless sheep hath set : 

S«» searched he higii and low about that hold, 

Where he might enter without stop oi let, 

In the great court he stayed, his foes abo\e 
Attend the assault, and would their tortuuc prove. 

There lay by chance a })OSted t-ec thereby, 

Kept for some neediul use, whale cr it were, 

The armed galleys not so thick nor high 
Their tall and lofty masts at Genca uprear • 

This beam the knight against the gates made lly 
From his strong hands all weights which lift and bear, 
Like a light lance that tree he shook and lo'.scd. 
And bruised the gate, the threshold, and the post. 

No marble stone, no metal strong outbore 
The wondrous might of that redoubled blow, 

The brazen hinges from the wal|s it tore. 

It broke the locks, and laid the doors down low, 

No iron ram, no engine could do more, 

Nor cannons great tha":. thunderbolts forth ‘throw, 

His people-like a flowing stream inthrong, 

» And after them entereef the victor strong ; 
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The woeful slaughter black and loathsome made 
That house, sometime the sacied house of God, 

0 heavenly justice, if thou be delayed, 

On wretched sinners sharper falls ^hy rod ! 

In them this place profaned which invade 
Thou kindled ire, and mercy all forbode, ^ 

Until with their hearts’ bipod the Paiians vile 
This temple washed which they did late defile. 

But Solyman this while himself fast sped 
Up to the fort which David’s tower is named. 

And with him all the soldiers left he fed, 

And j^amst each entrance new defences framed ; 

The tyrant Aladine eke thither fled. 

To whom the Soldan thus, far off, exclaimed, 

Come, come, renown<^d king, up to this roc^, 
I’ll) self, within this fortress safe uplock : 

“ For well this fortress shall thee and thy crown 
Defend, a while here may we safe remain.” 

“ Alas ! ” quoth he, alas, for this fair town. 

Which ciucl war beats down even with the plain, 

My life IS done, mine empire trodden dow#, 

1 reigned, I lived, but now nor ‘live noi reign ^ 

For now', alas ’ behold the fatal hour 

That ends our life, and ends our kmgly power.” 

• 

“Where is your \iitue, where your wisdom grave, 
And courage stout ? ” the angry boldan said, 

“ Let chant. e our kingdoms take w’hicli erst she gave, 
Yet in our hearts our kingly worth is laid ; 

But come, and in this fort your person save, 

Kefresh your w’eary limbs and strength deca>ed;” 
Thus counselled he, and did to safely bring 
Within that fort the weak and aged king. 

His iron mace in both his hands he hent, 

And on his thigh his trusty sword he tied, 

^nd to the entr.mce tierce and fearless went, « 

And kept the strait, and all the French defied : 

The blows wore mortal which he gave or lent, 

For whom he hit* he slew, else by side 

Laid low on eanh, that all flec^ from the plkce 
Wiaere they beheld that great and dreadful mace. 
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But old Riiymondo with his hardy crew 43 

By chance came ihithcr, toxins great mishap ; 

To tliat defended path the old man flew, 

And scorned his blows and him that kept tlie gap, 

He struck his foe, his blow no blood forth drew, 

But on the front with that he caught a lap, 

Which m a swoon, low m the du<t him laid, 

Wide open, trembling, with his arms displayed. 

The B.ig.’iii) gathciod heait at la^l, though fear 44 

Tluir courage weak had put to flight but kite, 

So that the conqucrdis re])ulscd were. 

And beaten back, cKc slain before the (late 
The Soldaii, mongst the dead beside him iieai 
That saw Lord Raymond he in such estate, 

Cried to his men, “Within these bais,” cpioth he, 

‘‘ Come diaw this knight, and let him capti\e bo/* 

•iForward they rushed to execute his uoid, 45 

But haid and dangeious that einpiise they found. 

For none of Raymond*s men foisook their lord, 

But to their guido's defence they flocked loinid, 

Tiience fiiiy ligljls, hence pity diaws the swoicl, 

Nor strive they for \]]<‘ cause 01 on light ground, 

The life and freedom of th.it champion bra\e, 

Those spoil, these would preserve, those kill, these •^ave. 

But yet at last if they had longei fought 46 

The hardy Soldan would have won the field , 

For gainst his thundering mace availed nought 
Or helm of temper fine or sevenfold shield . 

But from each side great succour now wa^ bioughi 
To his weak foca, now fit to fnmt and yield, 

And both at once to aid and help the same 
The sovereign Duke and young Rinaldo came. 

As when a shepheid, 1 aging round about 47 

That secs a storm with wind, had, thunder, rain, 

When gloom:^ clouds have day’% bright eye put out, 

Hrs tender flocks drives from the open plai^ 

To some thick giove or mountain's shady foot, 

Where Heaven's fierce^vrath they may unnurt sustain, 

And with Ihs hook, this ^w'histle and his cries 
* Drives forth his fleecy charge, and with them flies : 
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So fled the Soldan, when he gan descry 
This tempest come from angry war forth cast, 

The armour clashed and lightened gainst the sky, 
And from each side swords, weapons, fire oulbrast : 
He sent his folk up to the fortress high, 

To shun the fuiioiis storm, himself stayed last. 

Yet to the danger he gave place at length, • 

For wit, his courage ; luUd his sliength. 

J>ut scant the knight was safe the gate within, 

Scant clostSd were the doois, when having ])roke 
The bars, ]<.inaldo doth assault begin • 

Against the port, and on the wicket stroke 
Ills matchless might, his great desiic to win, 

Hu'i oath and i)roinise, doth his wiatli piovokt* 

For he had sworn, nor should his wind be vain, 
'fo kill the man that had I'nnce Sneno slriin • 

• 

And now his armiMl hand that castle gieat 
Would ha\e assaulted, and had shortly won. 

Nor safe paidie the Soldan theic .i seat 
Had found his fatal foes* sharp wialh to slnm, 

Had not (Kidfrcdo sounded the leticat ; 

For now^ dark shades to shroud the eaith beSui^, 
Within the town the duke would lodge tliat night. 
And with the morn renew the assault and fight 

With cheerful look thus to his folk he said, 

High (lod hath holpen well his children dcai. 

This woik is done, the rest this night delaved 
Doth little labour bung, less doubt, no fear, 

'fills tower, our foe's weak hope and latest aid. 

We conquer will, when ^un shall nc\t ajjpeai : 
Me.in\vhilc wnth love and tender lulh go see 
And comfoit those which hurt and w’ounded b*^ 

“ iao cuie their W'ounds w'hich boldly ventured 
Their lives, and spilt their bloods to get tins hold. 
That fitteth more this host for Clinst forth led. 

Than thirst of vei^geance, orMcsire of gold ; • 

Too much, ah, too much blood this da\ is shed ! 
in some wc too miicn haste to spoil hphold, 

But I command no more you spoil^and kill, , 

And let a trumpet publish forth tny Vill.” 
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This suid, he went where Raymond pantin^ lay, 53 

Waked from the swoon whciein he late had been. 

Nor Solyman with countenance less gay 
Bespake his troops, and kept his giief unseen ; 

“ My friends, you are unconquerdd this day, 

In spue of fortune still our hope is green, 

For underneath great shows of harm and fear, 

Our dangers small, our los^^cs little were : 

“ Burnt are your houses, and your people slain, 54 

Yet safe your town is, though your walls be gone, 

For I'l \ ourselves and in your sovereign 
Consists )our city, not in lime and stone ; 

Your king is safe, and safe is all his tram 
In this strong fort defended from their fone, 

And on this empty conquest let them boast, 

Till with^diis town again, their lives be lost ; 

1 

And on their heads the loss at last will light, 55 

l?or with good foitiine proud and insolent, 

In spoil and murder spend they day and night, 

In riot, drinking, lust and ravishment, 

And may amid their prevs with little fight 
At‘’ease be ovei thrown, killed, slam and spent, 

If m this carelessness the Egyptian ho^t 
Upon them fall, which now draws near this mast. 

Meanwhile the highest buildings of this town 56 

We may shake down with «:tones about their ears. 

And with our darts and spcaih fioni engines thrown. 

Command that hill Christ's sepulchre that bears • * 

'Ihus comfoits he their hopes and hearts cast down. 

Awakes their valours, and exiles then fears. 

But while the things hapt thus, \"afrmo goes 
Unknown, amid ten thousand armed foes. 

The sun nigh set had brought to end the day, 57 

When Yafnne went the Pagan host to spy, 

He passed unknown a close and secret way ; 

A traveller, false, cunning, crafty? sly, ^ • 

Past Ascalon he saw the morning grey 
Step o’er the threshold of the eastern sky, , 

And ere bright Titan naif his course had run, 

' That camp, that migfity •host to show begun. 
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Tents infinite, and standards broad he spies, 58 

Tiiis red, that white, that blue, this puiplc was, 

And hears stranjje tongues, and stranger harmonies 
Of trumpets, clarions, and well-soujicling brass ; 

The elephant there brays, the camel cries, 

The horses neigh as to and fro lhe\ pa-^s * ^ 

Which seen and heard, hti said within his thought. 

Hither all Asia is, all Afric, bi ought. 

lie viewed the camp awhile, her site and seal, 5g 

What ditch, \vhat trench it had, what j.imjjiie stiong. 

Nor close, nor seciet w^ays to woik his feat 
Pe longer sought, nor hid him from the throng ; 

IJiit entered ihroughrthe gate^, bioad, 10} al,4;ieat. 

And oft he asked, and answered oft among, 

In cjiiestions wise, in answers short and sly ; • 
liold^was his h'ok, eves quirk, fiont Imed high . 

On every side he piicd here and thcie. • • (lO 

.\nd m.iiked c.ich way, e ich passage .md each tent : 

'file knights* he notes, their steeds, and arms thc\ b»*a’, 

'fheir names, their airnfuir, and their gov^inment ; 

And greater secrets hope-^ to loam, and lie#r, • 

Their hidden purpose, and their ’close intent:* 

So long he w'nlked and wandered, till he spied 
The w’ay to .qipruach the great pa\ ilions' side : 

There as he looked he saw’ tne cfin\as jonl, 61 

Thiough which the voice found eaih and open w’ay 
I'lorn the close lodgings of the legal tent 
And inmo'^t closet wbeie the captain lay ,• 

So that if Kmiieno sp.ike, forth w'ciit 

The sound to them that listen what they say. 

There Vafrine w’atcned, and those that saw him thought 
To mend the breach that iheie he stood and wTought. 

The captain great wntliin bare-headed stood, 

His body armed and clad in purple w’eed, 

Two pages bore^is shield Jind helmet good, • 

He leaning on a bending lance ga\e.heed 

To a big man whose looks were fierce and proud, 

With whom he parleyed of some hi#ghty deed, 

Godfredo’s name as Vafrine wgicl^d he heard, 

Which made him give more heed, take more regard - 
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Thus spake the chieftain to that surly sir, 

“ Art thou so sure that Godfrey shall be slain ? ” 

“ I am,” qu )th he, “ and swear ne'er to retire, 

Except he fii st he killed, Ao court again. 

I will pi event those that with me conspire : 

Nor other giieidon ask I for my pain 

But that 1 may hang up his haineas brave 
At Gair, and under them these words engrave : 

“ ‘ These arms Ormondo took in noble fight 
Fiom (iodfrey pioud,,tliat spoiled all Asia's lands. 
And witli them took his life, and here on high. 

In memory thereof, this tiophy stands.’ ” 

The duke replied, ‘‘Ne'er shall that deed, bold knight. 
Bass uniewardcd at our sovereign’s hands, 

What lhau demandest shall he gladly grant. 

Nor gold nor guerdon shalt thou wish or want. 

Those counterfeited armours then prepare, 

Because the day of fight approacheth last.” 

“ They leady are,” quoth he ; then both forbare 

From further talk/these speeches were the List. 

VaViine, these git-at ihingb heard, with grief and care 

Remained a'-tound, and in his thoughts oft cast 

What treason false this was, how' feigned were 

Those aims, but yet that doubt he could not clear. 

( 

From thence he parted, and broad waking lay 
All that long night, nor slumbered once nor slept ; 

Blit when the camp by peep of springing uay 
Their banner spread, and knights on Jiorseback leapt. 
With them he marchdd forth in meet an ay, 

And where they pitched lodged, and with them kept. 
And then from tent to lent he stalked about, 

To hear and see, and learn this scciet out ; 

Searching about, on a rich throne he fand 
Armida set with dames and knights around, 

Sullen she sat,' and sighed, it serfned she stvmned 
Some weighty matters m her thoughts profound, 

Her rosy cheek leaned on her lily hand, , 

Her eyes, lover’s twinkliS^ stars, she bent to ground, 
^Weep she, or no, he*kn»ws not, yet appears 
Her humid eyes even great with child with tears. 
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He saw before her set Adrastus grim, • 68 

That secmdd scant to live, mo^, or respire, 

So was he fixdd on his mistress trim, 

So gazdd he, and fed his fond desire ; 

But Ti-siphcrn beheld now her no\^f him. 

And quaked sometime for love, sometime for ire, 

And in his cheeks the colour went and came, * 

For there wrath’s fire now burnt, now shone love's flame 

Tncn from the garland fair of viigins bright, Og 

Mongst whom he lay enclosed, rose Altamore, 

His hot desiie he hid and kept from sight, 

His looks weie ruled by Cupid’s crafty lore, 

His left eye vicwed.her hand, her fare, his right 
Both watched her beauties hid and secret stoic. 

And entrance found where her Ihm veil bewrayed 
'J’lie inilken-way between her breasts that laid. 

• 

Her eyes Armida lift from earth at last, ^ 70 

And cleared again her front and visage sad, 

Midst clouds of woe her looks which ovcicast 
She lightened forth a smile, sweet, pleasant, glad ; 

‘‘My loid,” quoth she, ‘‘your oath and promise pn^sed, ^ 

Hath freed my heart of all the griefs it lia8, • 

That now in hope of sweet revenge it lives, 

Such joy, such ease, desired vengeance gives.” 

• 

“ Cheer up thy looks,” answered the Indian king, 71 

“ And for sweet beauty’s sake, appease thy woe, 

Cast at your feet ere jou expect the thing, 

I will present the head of thy strong foe ; 

Else shall this hand his person captive bring 
And cast in prison deep ; ” he boasted so. 

flis rival heard him well, yet answered naught, 

But bit his lijis, and grieved in secret thought. 

To Tisiphernc the damsel turning right, 72 

“And what say you, my noble lord ? ” quoth she. 

He taunting said, “ 1 that {iin slow to light ^ 

\Vill follow far behind, the worth to see 
Of this your teiriblc and puissant knight,” 

In scornful word^ this bitter scoff j|^ve he. 

• “Good reason,” quoth the king, ‘jthou come behind, 

Nor e’er compare thee with tlfc Prince of Inde.” • 
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Lord Tisiphemes shook his head, and said, 7 3 

“ Oh, had my power free likp my courage been, 

Or had I liberty to use this blade, 

^Vho slow, who weakest is, soon should be seen, 

Nor thou, nor thy great \^aunts make me afraid, 

Jliit cruel love 1 fear, and this fair queen.” 

This s.iid, to challenge him the kintr forth leapt, 

But up their mistress start, ahd twixt them stepped : 

“ Will you thus rob me of that gift,'’ quoth she, 74 

Whic’ii each hath vowed to give by word and oath ? 

You aie my cham]iu)iY*>, let tiiat title be 

The bond of love and peace b«.*twren you both ; 

}le that displeased is, is displeased with me, 

For whicn of you is grieved, rnul I i c»t wMoth ? ” 

Thus warned she them, their hearts, loi ire ingh broke, 

In forc(3d*peare and le-si thus bote love’s yoke.” 

y\ll this heard Vafiine as he stood beside, 75 

And having loained the truth, he left the tent, 

'lhat treason was against the Christian’s guuie 
Contrived, he wis^yet wist not how it went, 

By^w’oids and questums fai otf, he tried 
To find the trvih'i more difficult, more bent 
W4IS he to know it, and resolved to die. 

Or of that secret close the intent to spv. 

« 

Of sly intelligence he jirovcd all ways, 76 

All ciafis, all wiles, that in his thoughts abide, 

Yet all m vain the man by wit a^sa^^, 

To know that f.ilse compact and jiractice hid : 

But chance, what wisdom could not tell, bewrav*?, 

Fortune of all his doubt the knots undid, 

So that prepared for Godfrey’s last mishap 
At ease he found the net, and spied the tiap. 

Thither he turned again \vhere seated w^as, 

'I'he angry lover, Hwixt her friends and loids, 

For in that troop much talk he thought would pass, 

Each great assembly stoie of uevrs affords, '' 

He sided there a lusty lovely lass. 

And with some courtly l^nns the wench he ‘boards, 

He feigns acquaintance, and as bold appears 
As he had known that vftgm twenty years. 
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He said, “Would some sweet lady grace me so, • 78 

To chose me for her champion, friend and knight, 
i’roud Godfrey^s or Rinaldo’s head, I trow. 

Should feel the sharpness of my curtlax bright ; 

Ask me the head, fair mistress, of b*bme foe, 

For to your beauty wooed is my might ; 

So he began, and meant in speeches wise • 

Further to wade, but thus lie broke the ice. 

Therewith he smiled, and smiling gan to frame 79 

His looks so to their old and native grace. 

'lhat towards him another virgin came* 

Heard him, beheld him, and with baslifiil face 
Said, “For thy mistress choose no other dame 
But me, on me tin lo\e and service place, * 

1 take thee for my champion, and ap*irt 

Would reason with thee, if my knight thou art?'’ • 

• 

Withdrawn, she thus began, “ \’afnnc, pardie, ^80 

I know thee well, and me thou knowest of old,’’ 

To his last trump tins drove the subtle spy. 

But smiling towards her he turned him bojd, 

Ne'er lhat 1 wot I saw thee er^^t with eye, ^ 

Yet for thy worth all eyes should jlhee behofd, * 

Thus much I know right w’ell, lor from the same 
Which erst you gave me different my name. 

• 

“ My mother bore me near Biserlus wall, Si 

Her name was Lesbine, mine is Almansorc ’ " 

“ I knew long since,'’ quoth she, “what men thee call. 

And thine estate, dissemble it no more. 

From me thy friend hide not thyself at all, 

If 1 betray thee let me die therefoie, 

I am Erininia, daughter to a prince, 

But Tancred’s slave, thy fellow'-servant since ; 

“Two happy months within that prison kind, S2 

Under thy guard rcjoictM I to dwell. 

And thee a keeper meek and good did find. 

The same, tlie s-Jlne I am ; Ijehold me well." * 

The squire her lovely beauty called to mind. 

And marked her visage fair : •'* Froij^ thee expel 
All fear," she says, “ for me live safe and sure, 

I will thy safety, not thy harm procure. • 
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“ But y^t 1 pray ihee, when thou dost return, 83 

To my dear prison lead me hpme again ; 

For in this hateful freedom even and morn 
I sigh for sorrow, mourn and weep for pain : 

But if to spy perchance th'ou here sojourn, 

( Treat hap thou hast to know these secrets plain, 

For I their treasons false, ffdse trains can say, 

Which few beside can tell, nohe will betray.” 

On her he gazed, and silent stood this while, 84 

Armida's sleights ho knew, and trains unjust, 

Wennen have tongues Ot cialt, and hearts of guile, 

They will, they will not, fools that (in them trust, 

For in their speech is death, hell in ihcir smile ; 

At last he said, If hence dcjiait you lust, 

I will you guide; on this conelmie we hcie, 

And further speech till fitter time forbeai.” 

Fpithwith, ere thence the camp jcmo\c, to ride 
They were resolved, their thght tliat sc.ison fits, 

Vafnne departs, she to the dame^) beside 
Returns, and there /'m thoins awhile she sits, 

Of Iter new knight she talks, till lime and tide 
To scape unmatrkc?d she find, then foitli she gets, 

Thitlier wheio Vatnne her unseen abode. 

There took she horse, and from the camp they rode 
« 

And now in dcscits waste and wild aimed, 86 

Far fiom the camp, far from lesort and sight, 

Vafime began, “ Ciainst Oodlrey'i. life cmittivcd 
The false compacts and tiains uiilold .iright 
'I'hen she tho'^e treasons, fiom their spiing deiivcd, 

Repeats, and brings their hid deceits to light. 

Eight knights," she says, •-all couitieis brave, there are 
But Oimona stiong the rest surpasseth far . 

“These, whether hate or hope of gain them move, 87 

Conspudd have, and framed their ticason so, 

That day when Eniiron by fight shall prove 

To win lost Asia from his Christian foe, ♦ ‘ 

These, with the cross scored on their arms above, 

And armed like French n^ii will disguised go, 

Like Godfiey^s guard jh at gold and white do wear, 

Such shall their habit be,** and such their gear . 
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“ Yet each will bear a token in his crest, * 88 

That so their friends for Pa^aas may them know ; 

But in close fight when all the soldiers'bcst 

Shall mingled be, to give the fatal blow 

They will keep near, and pierce (?odfrcdo’s breast, 

While of his faithful guard they bear false &ho\N, 

And all their swoids arc dipped in poison strong, 

Because each wound shall bring sad death ere long. 

“And for their chieftain wist I knew >oiu guist*, 80 

What garments, ensigns, and what arms \ou carry, 

Those feigned arms he forced me to 3 e\ise, 

So that from )Ours but small or naught they \aiv ; 
liut these unjust commands my thoughts despise, 

Within their camp therefore I list not tarry, 

"My heart abhois I should this hand delile ^ 

With spot of treason, or with act of guile. 

“ This lb the cause, but not the cause alone : 

And there she ceased, and blushed, and on the main 
Cast down her e^ca, these last words scant outgone, 
bhe would have stopped, nor duist pronounce them plain 
The squire what she concealed would kncjjv. as one • 

Thai from her bieast her secret thoughts coifid strain, 

“ Of little faith,’^ (juoih he, “w'hy would’st thou hide 
Those caubcs tiue, fiom me thy squire and guide ■' 

• 

With that slie fetched «i sigh, sad, sore and deep, 

And from her lips her words slow trembling came, 

“Fruitless,” she said, “untimely, hard to keep, 

Vain modesty farew^cll, and farewell shame, 

Why hope you restless love to bring on sleep ? 

Why strive you fires to quench, sw'cet Cupid's flame 
No, no, such cares, and such respects beseem * 

Great ladies, wandering maids them naught esteem. 

“ That night fatal to me and Antioch towm, 92 

Then made a prey to her commanding foe, 

^My loss was gi eater than .was seen or knowp, 

There ended not, but thence began my woe : 

Light was the loss of friends, of realm or crown ; 

But with my stJte I lost myself a]fo, 

Ne’er to be found again, for thei> I lost * 

My wit, my sense, my heart, my soul almost. ■ 
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“ Through fire and sword, through blood and deaths Vafrine, 93 
Which all my friends did burn, did kill, did chase, 

Thou know'st I ran to thy clear lord and mine, 

When first he entered had my father’s place, 

And kneeling with salt teais in my swollen eyne ; 

‘Great prince,’ quoth I, ‘grant mercy, pity, grace, 

Save no'c my kingdom, not mv hfc I said. 

But save mine honour, let me die a maid.’ 

“ He lift me b> the tiembling hand from ground, 94 

Nor bla\ed he till my humble speech was done ; 
lint said, ‘ A friend and keeper hast thou found, 

Fail virgin, nur to me m vain you run : ’ 

A sweetness strange fioin that i>weet voice’s sound 
Pierced my heart, my breast’s weak fortress won, 

Which creeping through my bosom soft became 
A wound, a sickness, and a quenchless dame. 

“tHe visits me, with speeches kind and grave 95 

He sought to ease my grief, and sorrows’ smart 
He said, ‘ I give ihcc liberty, leceive 
All that IS tiiine, and at thy will depart . ’ 

Alaji^, he robbed ine when he thought he gave, 

Flee was Ermriia,' but captived her heart, 

Mine was the body, his the soul and mind, 

He gave the cage but kept the bird behind. 

“ But who can liiUe desiic, or love suppress ? 96 

Oft of his worth with thee in talk I suove, 

Thou, by my trembling fit that well could’st guess 
What fever held me, saidst, ‘Thou art in love,’ 

But I denied, for what can maids do less ? 

And yet iny sighs thy sayings true did prove. 

Instead of speech, my looks, my tears, mine eyes, 

Told in what dame, what dre thy mistress fries. 

“ Unhappy silence, w^ell 1 might have told 97 

My woes, and ior my hat ms have sought relief, 

Since now my ^ains and plaints flutter bold, ^ 

Where none that hears can help or ease my grief. 

From him 1 parted, and did close upfold 
My wounds within my bi%om, death was chfef 
Of all my hopes and kelps, till love s sweet dame 
Blacked off the bridle of respect and shame, 
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“And caused me ride to seek my lord and knight, • g8 
For he that made me sick coulc^inake me sound: 

Hut on an ambush I mischanced to light 
Of cruel men, in armour clotlidd round, 

Hardly I scaped their hand by malftre flight. 

And fled to wilderness and desert giound, 

And there 1 lived in gioves and foiests wild, • 

With gentle grooms and sRepheids’ daughtei-a mild. 

“ llul when hut love which fear had late suppressed, gg 

Revived a'.^ain, there nould 1 longer sit, 

J>ut lode tlie way 1 came, nor e*er took rest, 

'I'lll on like dangei, like mishap hit, 

A troop to foiage and to spoil addressea, 

Encountered me, nor could 1 fly fiom it . * 

Thus was 1 ta’cn, and those that had me caught, 

• Egyptians were, and me to Gaza brought, * 

% 

“And for a picscut to their captain ga\e, joo 

Whom I entieatcd and besought so w'ell, 

That he mine honoui had gieat caie to save, 

And since with fair Aimida Jet me dwell. ^ 

Thus taken oft, escaped oft I have, ^ 

Ah, sec what haps 1 passed, whaj. dangers fell^ 

So uficn c.ipLive, free so oft again, 

bull my lirst bands 1 keep, still my first chain, 

« 

“And he that did this chain so surely bind Joi 

About my heart, which none can loose but he, 

Let him not say, ‘ Go, wandering damsel, tiiid 
Some other home, thou shalt not bide with me/ 

Ilut let him w'clcoine me w'lth speeciics kind, 

And in my w'ontcd prison set me free : ” 

Thus spake the piincess, thus she and her guide 
Talked day and night, and on their jouiney ride. 

Through the highwa>s Viifiino would not pass, Jo.: 

A path mure secret, sate and short, he knew, 

And now close by the city’s wall he was, 

When sun was sftt, night m the east upflew^ * 

With drops of blood besmeared he found the grass, 

And saw where lay a warrior murdyed new, 

That all bebled the ground, his facjp to skies 

He turns, and seems to threat, *though dead he Les : • 
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His hUrness and his habit both betrayed 103 

He was a Pagan ; forward went the squire, 

And saw whereas another champion laid 
Dead on the land, all soiled with blood and mire, 

“This was some Chrisdan knight,” Vafrino said ; 

And marking well his arms and rich attire, 

He lot,sed his helm, and saw his visage plain, 

And cued, “Alas, here lics*Tanciedi slain !” 

The woeful \irgin tarried, and gave heed 104 

To the tieice looks of that pioud Saracine, 

Till that high cry, full of sad fear and dread, 

Pierced through her heart \vith sorrow, grief and pine, 

At ’T.tncred’b name thither she ran with speed, 

Like one half mad, or drunk with too much wine, 

And when she saw his face, pale, bloodless, dead, 

She ligllied, nay, she stumbled from her steed : 

Jder springs of teais she looseth foith, and cries, 1 05 

“ Hither why bring st thou me, ah Fortune blind ? 

Where dead, for whom 1 lived, my comfort lies, 

Where war for p^ace, travail for rest I find ; 

T/incred, I have thee, sec thee, vet thine c>es 
Looked not vpoVi thy love and handmaid kind, 

Undo their doors, their lids fast clost^d sever, 

Alas, I find thee for to lose thee ever. 

“ I never thought that to mine -'yes, my dear, 106 

Thou couldst have grievous or unpleasant been ; 

But now would blind or rather dead I were, 

That thy sad plight might be unknowm, unseen ! 

Alas ! w'here is thy mirth and smiling cheer ? 

Where are thine eyes* clear beams and sparkles sheen ? 

Ot thy fair cheek where is the purple red, 

And forehead's whiteness ? are all gone, all dead ? 

“Though gone, though dead, I love thee still, behold ; 107 

Death wounds, but kills not love ; yet if thou live, 

Sweet soul, still m his breast, my follies bold 

Ah, pardon love's desires, and stealths forgive ; * 

Grant me from his pale mouth some kisses cold, 

Since death doth love ^ just reward depri/e ; 

And of thy spoils sf^d death afford me this, 

«• Let me his mouth, paid, cold and bloodless, kiss 3 
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“ O {gentle mouth ! with speeches kind and sweet 108 

Thou didst relieve my grief, fny woe and pain, 

Ere my weak soul from this frail body fleet, 

Ah, comfort me with one dear kjss or twain ! 

Perchance if wc alive had happed to meet, 

They had been given which now are stolen, O vain, 

O feeble life, betwixt hi^ lips out fly, 

Oh, let me kiss thee first, then let me die * 

Keceive my yielding spirit, and with thine rof) 

(hude it to heaven, wheie all true lo\e hath place 
This said, she sighed, and toie her tresses fine, 

\nd from her eyes two streams j>oiired on his lace. 

The man rcvi\c^d, with those slioweis divwie 
*\waked, and opened hi-, lips a space ; 

JIis lips wore open ; but fast shut his cyes^ 

And with her sighs, one sigh from him iipflics. 

The dame perceived that Tancred bicathed and sighed* no 
Which calmed her grief somedcal and ca^ed her fears 
Unclose ihino eyes,’' she ba\s, “my lord and knight. 

See my last services, my plaints and t^.irs, 

Sec her that dies to see thy woeful phgl^t, • 

'I'hat of tliy pain her pait and portion beai^ ; 

( )nce look on me, small is the gift I crave, 

7'he last winch thou canst give, or I can have."’ 

% 

« 

Tancred looked uj), and closed his eyes again, 1 1 1 

Heavy and dim, and s)ic renewed her woe. 

(^uoth Vafiine, “ Cnie him fust, and then complain, 

Medicine is life’s chief aiend ; jdaint her most foe 
They plucked his aimour off, and she each vein. 

Each joint, and smew felt, and handled so, 

And searched so well each thrust, each cut and wound 
That hope of life her love and skill soon found 

F rom weariness and loss of blood she spied 1 1 2 

His greatest pains and anguish mo^Jt proceed, 

Naught but ly;r veil amid those deserts wide 
She had to bind his wounds, in so great need. 

But love could other hands, thmigh strange, •provide, 

And pity wept for joy to see tha# deed, 

For with her amber locks cpt clF, each wound 
She tied : O happy man, so cured so bound ’ 
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For why her veil was short and thin, those deep 113 

And cruel hurts to fasten, roil and blind, 

Nor salve nor simple had she, yet to keep 

Her knight on live, strong charms of wondrous kind 

She said, and from him drove that deadly bleep, 

That no\v his eyes he lifted, turned and twined, 

And saw his squire, and saw^that courteous dame 
In habit strange, and wondered whence she came. 

He said. “O Vafnnc, tell me, whence com'st th(ni ? 114 

And who this gentle surgeon is, disclose . 

She smiled, she sighed, she looked she wnst not how, 

Slie wept, rejoiced, the blushed as red as rose. 

“ You shall knwv all,” she ^ays, ‘‘your surgeon now 
Commands you silence, rest and soft repose, ^ 

You shall be sound, prepare my guerdon meet,” 

His head then laid she in her bosom sweet. 

( 

Vafrine devised this while how lie might bear 115 

His master home, ere night obscuted the land, 

When lo, a troop of soldiers did appear, 

Whom he desened^to be TancredCs band, 

With him when Ijc and Argant met they W'crc ; 

But when thev*' went to combat hand for hand, 

He bade them stay behind, and they obeyed. 

But came to seek him now, so long he staged. 

t 

Besides them, many followed that enquest, 116 

But these alone found out the Tightest way. 

Upon their friendly anna the men addiesscd 
A seat whereon he sat, he leaned, he lay : 

Quoth Tancred, “ Shall the strong Circas'sian rest 
In this broad field, for wolves .ind ciows a prc\ ? 

Ah no, defiaud not you that champion brave 
Of his just praise, of his due tomb and grave : 

^‘With his dead bones no longer war have I, 117 

Boldly he died and nobly was he slain, 

Then let us nqi- that honour him«deny 
Which after death alonely doth remain : ” 

The Pagan dead they lifted up on high, 

And after Tancred bore*im through the pfain. 

Close by the Airgin «haste did Vafrine nde, 

•As he that was her squire, her guard, her guide. 
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“ Not home, ’ quoth Tancred, ‘‘to iny wonted tent, 1 18 

But bear me to this royal town, f pray, 

That if cut short by human accident 
I die, there I may see my latest day. 

The place where Christ upon his cross was rent 
To heaven perchance may easier make ilie way, ^ 

And ere I yield to Death’s «nd Foi tune’s ragfe, 

Performed shall be my vow and pilgrimage ” 

Thus to the city was Tancredi borne, 119 

And fell on sleep, laid on a bed of oown. 

Vafrino where the damsel might sojourn 
A chambei got, close, secret, near his own : 

That done he came the* mighty duke beforn, • 

And#entrance found, for till his nc ^ s were known. 

Nought was concluded mongst those kniehts a»d lords. 
Their ^ounsel hung on his report and wo»ds. 

Where weak and weary wounded Raymond laid, 1*20 

tiodfrey v\as set upon his couch’s side, 

And round about the man a iing w.is made 
Of lords and knights that filled the ch.imbc#’ wide ; 

'i'here while the squiie his late discovery saul, * 

To bicak his talk, none answered, none replied* 

“ My lord,” he said, “at your command 1 went 
' And viewed their camp, each cabin, booth and tent ; 

“ But of that mighty host the number true 12 1 

Expect not that 1 can or should descry, 

All covered with their armies might you Mew 
The lield'', the plains, the dales and mountains high, 

I saw what way soe’er they went and diew’, 

They spoiled the land, drunk floods and fountains dry. 

For not whole Jordan could have gi\en them drink, 

Nor all the grain in Syria, bread, I think. 

“But yet amongst them many bands are found 122 

Both horse and foot, of little force and might, 

That keep no oidfr, know* nc? trumpet’s sound,* 

That draw no sword, but far off shoot and fight, 

But yet the Persuq^ army doth abound * 

With many a footman strong and h&fdy knight, 

So doth the king’s own troop wbich^all is framed ^ 

Of soldiers old, the Immortal Sc^uadrop named 
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“ Immortal called is that band of right, 123 

For of that number never wflnteth one, 

Blit in his empty place some other knight 
Steps in, when any manjs dead or gone : 

This army's leader Emireno hight, 

Like whojm in wit and strength aie few or none, 

Who hath in charge in plain, and pitched field, 

To fight with you, to make you fly or yield. 

“And v.cll I know their army and their host 124 

Within a day or two .will here arrive : 

But thee Rinaldo it behoveth most 

To keep thy noble hc.id, for which they strive, 

For all the chief in arms or courage boast 

'fhey will the same to Queen Armida give, • 

And for the same she gives hciself in jiricc, 

Such hire will man> hands to work entire. 

‘'The chief of these that have thy murder swotn, 125 

Is AUamore, the king of Samaicand ! 

Adrastus then, whose lealm lies near the mom 
A hardy giant, bofd, and strong of hand, 

'flfis king upon an elephant is borne, 

For under him no horse can stir or stand ; 

Tlic third is Tisiphcrne, as brave a lord 
As ever pul on helm or girt on sword ” 

i 

This said, from young Rinaldo's angry eyes, 126 

Flew spaiks of wTath, flames in his visage shined. 

He longed to be amid those enemies. 

Nor rest nor reason in his heart could find. 

But to the Duke Vafrine his talk applies, 

The greatest news, my lord, are yet behind, 

For all their thoughts, their crafts and counsels tend 
By treason false to bring thy life to end.*’ 

Then all from point to point he gan expose 127 

The false compact, how it was made and wrought, 

The arms and« ensigns feign< 5 d, pbison closer i 

Ormonde's vaunt, what praise, what thank he sought, 

And what reVard, and satisfied all those , 

That would d^and, inc^ire, or ask of aught. 

Silence was made a^\hile, when Godfrey thus, — 

Raymondo, say, what counsel givest thou us ? ' 
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“Not as we purposed late, next mom,” quoth he, 12S 

Let us not scale, but round bt;siege ihis tower, 

That those within may ha\e no issue fiee 
To sally out, and hurt us with theiar power, 

(.')ur camp well rested and refieshed stc, 

Provided well "ainst this last storm .ipd showei, ^ 

And then in pitchiSd fields fight, if you wall ; 

If nut, delay and keep this fortress still. 

“ But lest you be endangered, hurt, or slam, I2<; 

Of all \our care^ take care yoiiisclf to.save, 

By you this camp doth lue, doth win, doth reign. 

Who else can rule or guide these squadrons bja\‘* ? 

And for the traitors ^all be noted plain, • 

Ccynmand your guard to change the aims they have, 

So shall their guile be known, in their own ni^t 
So shall they fall, caught in the snare they ser ” 

As it hath ever,” thus the Duke begun, 

“Thy counsel shows thy wisdom and tny lo\e. 

And what you left in doubt sliall thus be done. 

We will their foice in pitched battle pro\% ; 

Closed in this w'all and tiench, the fight to shun. 

Doth ill this camp beseem, and \vorbe behove. 

But we iheir strength and manhood w'ill assay, 

And tiy, in open field and open day. 

“The fame of our gieat conquests to sustain, 13* 

Or bide our looks and threat ' j, they aie not able. 

And when this army is subdued and slain 
Then is our cmpiie settled, firm and stable, 

The lower shall yield, or but lesist in vain, 

For fear hei anchoi is, despair her cable.” 

Thus he concludes, and 1 oiling down tlie w’cst 
Fast set the stars, and called them all to rest. 
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GODFREY OF BULLOIGNE. 


THE ARGUMENT. 

1 he Fagan hobt arrivt">, ami cruel hght 

Makes with the Christians and their faithful power , 

'1 he Soldan longs in field to piove his might, 

With the oUi king quits the besieged towel . 

Yt t both are slam, and in eteinal night 
A fanious^iand gives each hi-* fat.il hour , 

KinAid appeased '\rniida , first tlie field 

The Christians win, then pttiise to (jrod they yield 


T he i»uii called up the wot Id from idle sleep, 

And of the day ten hours were gone and past 
When the bold tioop that had the tower to keep 
Espied a sudden mist, that overcast 
The earth with mirksome clouds and darkness deep, 
And saw it was tne Egyptian camp at 

Which raised the dust, for hills and valleys broad 
That host did overspread and overload. 

Therewith a merry shout and joyful cry 
The Pagans reared fiom their besieged hold ; 

The cranes frtto Thrace W'lth sulh a rumouc fly. 

His hoary fiost and snow when Hyems old 
Pours down,*and fast to warmer regions hir, 

From the sharp winds, llferce storms and tempests cold ; 
^And quick, and reac^' this new hope and aid, 

Thtir hands to shoot, their tongues to threaten made, 
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From whence their ire, their wrath and hardy threat 3 

Pioceeds, the Fiench well knew, and plain espied, 

For from the walls and ports the army great 

They saw ; her strength, her nuinber, pomp, and pride, 

Swelled their breasts with valour’s noble heat ; 

Battle and fight they wished, “Arm, aim ' ” they cued , 

The youth to give l!ie sign of fight all prayed* 

Their Duke, and wcie displeased because delayed 

Till morning next, for he refused to fight ; 4 

Their haste and heat he bi idled, but not brake, 

Nor yet with sudden fray or skismish* light 
Of these new foes would he vain trial make. 

“After so many wars.” he ba\b, “good ngl^t 
Ij IS, that one day's rest at least you take,” 

For thus m his vain foes he cherish would ^ 

The hope which in their strength they have and hold. 

To see Aurora's gentle beam appear, < 5 

The soldieis armdd, prest and ready lay, 

The skies were nev'er half so fair and clear 
As ill the breaking of that blessed day, • 

The meiry moining smiled, and seemed wear • 

Upon her silver ciown sun's golden ray, • 

And without cloud heaven his redoubled light 
Bent down to sec this held, this Iray, this light. 

• 

When first he saw the da> break show and shine, 6 

Godfrey his host in good at ray brought out, 

And to besiege the tvrant Aiadine 
Raymond he left, and all the faithful rout 
'Fhat from the towns was come ot Palestine 
To serve ana succour their deliverer stout, 

And with them left a hardy troop beside 
Of Gascoigiis stiong, in amis well proved, oft tried. 

Such was Godfredo's countenance, such his cheer, 7 

That from his eye sure conquest fiames and streams, 

^Heaven's giacious favours»m his looks appear, 

And great and goodly more than eist he seems ; 

His face and forehead full of noblesse weie, • 

And on his cheek smildd youth's i^urple beams, 

And in his gait, his grace, his ads, his ey^s, 

Somewhat, far more than mortal, lives and lies. * 
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He had not niaichcd far ere he espied 
Of his proud foes the mighty hoat draw nigh ; 

A hill at first he took and foitified 
At his left hand which stood his army by, 

Iiroad in the front behind muie strait uptied 
His army leady stood the fight to try, 

And to t^c middle ward well he brings 

His footmen sLiong, Ins horsemen served for wings. 

'J'o the left wing, spread underneath the bent 
Of tln^ bLoep hill that saved their flank and side. 

The Roberts twain, two leaders good, he sent; 

His brother had the middle ward to guide ; 

To the right wing hiiU'^elf in peison went 
Down, where tlie plain was dangeioua, bioad and wide, 
And whei<^ his foes with their great numbers would 
Perchance environ round his squadrons bold. 

I 

Theie all his Loirameis and men of might, 

All his best armed he placed, and chosen bands, 

And with tho.'^c hoise some footmen armed light, 

That archcis wcie. Used to that service, stands ; 

Thc^ adventurei s tljen, in battle and iii fight 
Well tiled, a stfuadron famous through all lands. 

On the riglit hand he set, somedeal aside, 

Rinaldo was then leader, loid and guide. 

t 

To whom the Duke, ‘'In thee our hope is laid 
Of MCtoiy, tlioii must the conquest gain, 

Pehind this mighty w'lng, so fai displayed, 

Thou with thy noble squadron close remain ; 

And when the Pagans w’ould (»ur backs invaile, 

Assail them then, and make their onset vain ; 

For if ] guess aught, they have m mind 
To compass us, and charge our troops behind.^’ 

Then thiough his host, that took so large a scope. 

He rode, and viewed them all, both horse and foot ; 

His face was bi^re, his helm unclosed and opf, 
Lightened his eyes, his looks bright fire shot out ; 

He cheers tlitf feai ful, comforts them that hope, 

And to the bold recounts iiis boasting stout, 

And to the valiant hia adventures hard, 

Ihese bids he look for praise, those for reward. 
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At last he stayed where of his squadrons bold 1 3 

And noblest troops assembled^^^^as best part ; 

There from a rising bank his will he told, 

And all that heard his speech thcijLiat took heart 
And as the mountain snow from mountains cold 
Runs down in streams with eloquence and art, 

So from his lips his W'ords and speeches fell. 

Shrill, speedy, pleasant, sweet, and placed well. 

“ My hardy host, \ou conquerors of the East, 1 

You scourge wherewith Cliiist whips {us heathen fonc, 
i)f victory bcliold the latest feast, 

Sc'* the last day for which you wished alone ; 

Not without cause the Saracens most and least 
(.J^pr gracious Lord h.itii gathered heie in one. 

For all your foes and his a^sombled are, * 

That one day’s fight may end seven yeais of war 

“ I'lns fight shall biing us many victories, • i 5 

The danger none, the labour will be small, 

Let not the number of >our enemies 
Dismay your hearts, giant fear no place^at all ; 

For strife and discord thiough their Jirm}* flics, • 

Their bands ill ranked themseive’s entangle Shall, 

And few of them to strike or fight shall come. 

For some want strength, some heait, some elbow-room. 

‘‘ This host, with whom you must encounter now, 16 

Are men half naked, without strength or skill, 

From idleness, or following the plough, 

Late pressed forth to war against their will, 

Their swords are blunt, shields ihm, soon pierced thiougii, 
Their banners shake, their bearers shrink, for ill 
Their leaders heard, obeyed, or follow'cd be, 

Their loss, ihcir flight, their death I w'lll foresee. 

“ Their captain clad in purple, armed in gold, 1 7 

That seems so tierce, so haidy, stout and strong, 

,The Moors or yeak Arabians vanquish could, 

Yet can he not resist >our valours long. 

What can he d(^ though wise, though sage, tli^ugh bold, 

In that confusion, trouble, thrust Ifcid ihiong^? 

Ill known he is, and worse kn%ws his host, 

Strange lords ill feared are, ill obeyed of most. 
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“ But I am captain of this chosen crew, i8 

With whom I oft have concfUered, triumphed oft, • 

Your lands and lineages long since 1 knew, 

Each knight obeys my rule, mild, easy, soft, 

I know each sword, each dart, each shaft I view, 

Although the quarrel fly in skies aloft, 

Whether the same of Ireland be, or France, 

And from what bow it comes, what hand perchance. 

*• 1 ask an easy and a usual thing, 19 

As you have oft, this, day, so win the held, 

Let zeal and honour be your virtue's sung, 

Youi h\es, iny fame, Chiist's faith defend and shield, 

'Fo earth the^ef J'agans slam and wounded bung, 

Tread on their neck'^, make them all die or yield, — * 

What rK‘ed I moie exhoit you ? from your eyes 
1 see how victory, how conquest flies." 

bpon the captain, when his speech was done, 20 

It seemed a lamp and golden light down came, 

As fioiu night's azuie mantle oft doth run 
Or fall, a sliding i’tar, 01 shining flame ; 

Vitii from the bo^om of the burning sun 
Proceeded thfe. *ind garLind-wise the same 
Ciodfredo’s noble head encompassed round, 

And, as some thought, loicshowed he should be crowned. 

l^erchancc, if man's proud thought or saucy tongue 21 

Have leave to judge or guess .U heavenly things, 

This was the angel which had kepi him long, 

That now came down, and hid him witli his wings. 

While thus the Luke bespeaks liis armies strong, 

And eveiy troop and band in older bungs. 

Loid Emiren liis host disposed well, 

And with bold woids whet on then courage fell ; 

The man bi ought foith his army great with speed, 22 

In order good, his foes at hand he spied, 

Like the newenoon his host twc^hoins did^spiced, t 

In midst the foot, the horse were on each side, 

The right wAng kept he lor himself to lead^ 

Great Altamot^ receivedathe left to guide, 

The middle ward lell IV^uleasses proud, 

' And in that battle fair Arxnida stood. 
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On the right quarter stood tne Indian grim, * 2.^ 

With Tisiphetne and ail the king s own band ; 

But where the left wing spread hei squadions tiiin 
O’er the large plain, did Altainorq stand, 

With Atncan and Persian kings with him. 

And two that came from Aleroe’s hot sand, 

And ail his crossbows aqd his shags he placed, 

Where room best served to shoot, to throw, to cast. 

Thus Emiren his host put m array, 24 

And rode tiom band to band, liom rank to lank, 

His truchmen now. and now him’.elf, doth sa) , 

What spoil his folk shad gam, what praise, what thank. 

To him that feaieci, Look up, ours is iht^d.iv,” 
ye says, “ \hle tear to bold hearts nevei sank, 

How dareth one against an himuied fight ? ^ 

Our cry, our shade, will put them all to flight.” 

But to the bold, “ (^o, haidy knight,” he says, • 25 

“ His prey out of this lion’s p.iws go tc.u : ” 

'I'o some befoie his thoughts tlie *hapo he layt, 

And makes theicm the image tiuc nppemr, 

How his sad countiy him entreats and pjays, • 

His house, his loving wife, and children de«i . 

“ Suppose,” quoth he, “ thy country dotli beseech 
And pray thee thus, suppose this is her speech. 

• 

“ Defend my laws, uphold my temples brave, 2O 

i^ly blood from washing of my sticets w'lthhold, 

From ravishing my virgins keep, and save 
Thine ancestors* dead bones and ashes cold ! 

To thee thy fatheis dear, .and parents giave 
Show their uncovered head*-, white, hoar\, old. 

To thee thy wife — her breasts with tears o’eispnad 
Thy sons, their cradles, shows, thy mariiage betl. * 

To all the rest, ‘‘You for her honour’s sake 
Whom Asia makes her champions, by youi niighl 
Upon these tjjieves, weak, leebie. icw', musf lake 
A shaip revenge, yet just, deser\ed and right.” 

Thus many words in several tongues he spake, 

And all his sundry nations to sl^rp light 
Encouraged, but now the dukesthad donb 
Their speeches all, the hosts togetlier run. 
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It was a 'great, a strange and wondrous sight, 28 

When fiont to front those nobki armies met, 

How every troop, how in each troop each knight 
Stood prchl to move, to figiit, and piaisc to get, 

Loose in the wand wave'd their ensigns light, 

Trembled the plumes that on their crests were set ; 

Their arnSs, impresses, colours,^gold and stone, 

Against the sunbeams smiled, flamed, sparkled, shone. 

dry lopped oaks they seemed two forests thick, * 2q 

So did each host with speais and pikes abound, 
lient were their bows, in lests their lances slick, 

'I'heir hands shook swords, their slings lield cobbles roumi 

Llach steed to lui^ was leadv, piest and quick 

At his commander’s spur, his liaiid, his sound, , 

He chifes, ^Jie stamps, caieers, and turns about, 

He foams, snoits, neighs, and flic and smoke breathes out. 

HoMTor itself in that fair figlit seemed fair, 30 

And pleasine flew amid sad die.d and fear ; 

The trumpets sliiill, that thundered m tlie air, 

Were music mild anii sweet to every car : 

The faithful camp, {}iough less, \et seemed more ia:c 
In that stiangc itoise, moic wailike, si mil and clcai, 

In notes mure sweet, the Pagan trumpets jar, 

These sung, their armouis shined, these glistered far. 

« 

The Christian trumpets give the deadly call, 3 1 

The Pagans answer, and the light accept ; 

The godly Ficnchmen on their knees down fall 
To pray, and kissed the earth, and then up leapt 
To fight, the land between w%'is vanisshed all, 

In combat close each host to other stepped , 

For now the witjgs had skirmish hot begun, 

And with their battles forth the footmen run. 

Hut who was first of all the Christian train, 32 

That gave the onset first, first won renown ? 

Gildippes thou u^rt she, for by the» slain , , 

The King of Orms, Hiicano, tumbled down, 

The man’s brea%.tbone thou clov’st and rent in^ twain, 

So Heaven with honour wo%ld thee bless and crown, 

Pierced througfi he fell,ffarid falling hard withal 
His foe praised for her strength and for his fall. 
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Her lance thus broke, the hardy dame forth drew 
With her strong hand a finli and trenchant blade, 
And gainst the Persians fierce and bold she flew. 
And in their tioop wide streets.and lanes she made 
Even in the girdling-stead divided new 
In pieces twain, Zopire on earth she laid ; 

And then Alaico’s head she swept off* clean. 
Which like a football tumbled on the green. 

A blow felled Artaxerxes, with a thrust 
Was Aijjeiis shun, the hrsl lay in trance, 

Ismael’s left hand cut off fell in the dust. 

For on his wiist her swoid fell down by chance * 
The hand let go the bridle where it liist^ 

, The blow upon the courier's ears did glance, 

Who felt the reins at large, and with tlie^stioke 

Half mad. the lanks disordered, troubled, bn ike 

• ’ 

All these, and many mo, by time forgot, 

She slew and wounded, when against her came 
The angry Persians all, cast on a knot, 

For on her person would they piu*ch#se fame : 

But her dear spouse and husband waited nc>i 
In so great need, to aid the noble dame f 

Thus joined, the haps of war unhuit they prove, 
Their strength was double, double was then love 

The noble lovers use well might you see, 

A wondrous guise, till then unseen, unheard, 

To save themselves forgot both he and she. 

Each others life did keep, defend, and guard : 

The strokes that gainst her lord discharged be. 

The dame had care to bear, to break, to ward, 

His shield kept off the blows bent on his deai. 
Which, if need be, his naked liead should be.ir 

So each saved other, each for other’s wrong 
Would vengeance take, but not revenge their own 
The \ aliant;^Soldan Arlabano strong • 

Of Boecan Isle, by her was ovei thrown. 

And by his hand, the bodies dead among,* 
Alvante, that durst his mistre*; wound, fell down, 
And she between the eye^ hit»Arimont, 

Who hurt her lord, ‘and cleft in twain his front. 
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But Altamore who had that wing to lead 
Far greater blnughter on the Christians made ; 

For where he turned his sword, or twined his steed, 

He slew, or man and beast, on earth down laid, 

Happy was he that w^as at fiist struck dead, 

That fell not down on live, foi whom his blade 
Had speared, the same cast in ihc dusty stiect 
His horse tore with his teeth, bruised with his feet. 

By this br^ve T'crsian’s valour, killed and slain 
Were strong Bninello aijd Ardonia great : 

The fiist hist he. id and helm had cleft in twain, 

The last in str.mger-wise he did iiitrent, 

P'or through his hsart he pierced, and thiough the vein 
Where laughter hath his fountain and his ^eat. 

So that, a dpiadful thing, believed uneath, 

He laughed for pain, and laughed himself to death. 

Nor«Lhese alone with that accursdd knife, 

Ot this sweet light and breath deprived lie ; 

But with that cruel weapon lost then life 
Gentonio, (lua^car, Ktosimond, and Ciiiy ; 

Who knows how ma^iy m that fatal siiife 

He slew ? vvliat I'Alights Ins coui'^er lieice mid'=' die ^ 

The names and countries of the people slain 

Who tells ? their w'ounds and deaths who can explain ^ 

« 

With this fierce king encounter durst not one, 

Not one durst combat him in eipial field, 

Gildippes undertook that task alone ; 

No doubt could m.ike h<T shtink, no danger yield. 

By ThcimodoiU was never Amazone, 

Who managed steeled axe, or earned shield, 

That seemed so bold as she, so strong, so light, 

When forth she run to meet that dreadful knigrt. 

She hit him, where wnth gold and rich anmail, 

His diadem did on his helmet flame, 

She broke and cle^c the' crown, and taused himtveil 
His proud and lofty top, his crest down came. 

Strong seemed htei sum that could so w'ell assajl: 

The Pagan shook for >pite awid blu-hcd for shame. 
Forward he rushed, andew'oi^ld at once requite 
ShiPnie with disgrace, and with revenge despite. 
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Right on the front he gave that lady kind 
A blow so huge, so strong, so gteat, so sore, 

That out of sense and feeling, down she twined : 

But her dear knight his love from ground upbore, 

Were it their fortune, oi his noble mind, 

He stayed his hand and strook the dame no more : 

A lion so stalks by, and wtjth proud eyes 
Beholds, but scorns to huit a man that lies. 

This while Ormondo false, whose cruel hand 
Was armed and prest to guc the tiau’rous blow, 

With all his fellows inongst Godfredo's band 
Kntered unseen, disguised that few them know : 

The thievish wolves, when night o’ei shades tl*e land. 
That seem like faithful dogs in shape and shfiw, 

So to the closed folds in secret creep, , 

And entrance seek, to kill some harmless sheep. 

He proaciKid nigh, and to Godfredo's side 
'the bloody Pagan now w'as placed near 
But when his colouis gold and while he spied, 

And saw the other signs that foiged weie,« 

“ See, see, this traitor false I ” the captain eyed, 

“ That like a Frenchman would in srhow appejfi, 
Behold how near his mates and he are crept ! " 

This said, upon the villain forth he leapt ; 

Deadly he wounded him, and that false knight 
Nor strikes nor uatds nor stnvelh to be gone ; 

But, as Medusa’s head were in liis sight. 

Stood like a man new turned to marble stone, 

All lances broke, unsheathed all weapons biighl, 

All quivers emptied wcie on them alone, 
fn parts so many were the tiaitois cleft, 

That those dead men had no dead bodies left. 

When Godfrey was with Pagan blood bcspiead. 

He entered then the fight and that was pa^^t 
Where the bold Peisian fougiit and combated,* 

Where the close ranks he opened, cleft and brasl ; 
Before the knight the troops and squadions fled,* 

As Afric dust before the southern bl^st ; 

The Duke recalled them, in array t^m placed, 
Stayed those that fled, and him*assailed tnat chased* 
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The champions strong there fought a battle stout, 48 

Troy never saw the like by Xanthus old : 

A conflict sharp there was meanwhile on foot 
Twixt B.aldwin good and,.Muleasses bold : 

The horsemen also near the mountains rout, 

And in both wings, a furious skirmish hold. 

And where the barbarous duke in person stood, 

Twixt Tisiphernes and Adrastus pioud ; 

\Vith Ernircn Robert the Norman strove, 4y 

Long time they fought, yet neither lost nor won ; 

The other Robeit's helm the Indian clove. 

And b’okc his aims, theii fight would soon be done : 

From place to place did Tisiphernes rove. 

And found no match, against him none durst run, t 

Hut wherf the press was thickest thithci flew 
The kniglit, and at each stroke felled, hurt, or slew 

TLus fought they long, yet neither shrink nor yield, 5f 

In eiitial balance hung their hope and fear : 

All full of broken lances lay the field, 

All full of aims tint: cloven and shattcicd \\eie ; 

Of f words, some ^ the body nail the shield, 

Some cut mcn’% throats, and some theii bellies teai ; 

Of bodies, some upright, some grovelling lay, 

And for themselves eat graven out of the cl.iv, 

< 

Beside his lord slain lay the noble steed, 5 1 

There fiiend with friend lay killed like lovers true. 

There foe with foe. the liv’c under tl e dead. 

The victor under him whom late he •'lew ; 

A hoarse imperfect sound did eachwherc spread, 

Wlicnce neither silence, nor plain outcries flew : 

There fury loais, ire threats, and woe complain^. 

One weeps, another cries, he sighs for pains 

The arms that late so fair and glorious seem, 53 

Now soiled and slubbered, sad and sullen grow. 

The steel his bwghtness lost, the •'old his btym : t 

The colours had no pnde nor beau tv 's show ; 

The plumes jtod feathers on their crests that^ stream. 

Are strewed wide upon th(i earth below : 

The hosts both clad ifi bipod, in dust and mire, 

Had changed their cheer, their pride, theii rich attiic 
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But now the Moors, Arabians, Bthiops black, * 53 

Of the left wing that held the utmost marge, 

Spread forth their troops, and purposed at the back 
And side their heedless foes to assail and charge : 

Slingers and archers were not slow nor slack 
To shoot and cast, when with his battle large 
Rinaldo came, whose fuxy, haste and ire, • 

Seemed earthquake, thunder, tempest, storm and tire. 

The first he met was Asimire, his throne 54 

That set in Mcroc's hot sunburnt land, 

He cut his neck in twain, flesh, skin and bone. 

The sable head down tumbled on the sand ; 

But when by death of this black prince alocic 
TJie taste of blood and conquest once he fand. 

Whole squadrons then, whole troops to eartlj he brought, 
Things wondrous, strange, incredible he wrought. 

He gave more deaths than strokes, and yet his blows • 55 

Upon his feeble foes fell oft and thick, 

To move three tongues as a fierce serpent shows, 

Which rolls the one she hath swift, spcddy, quick, 

So thinks each Pagan ; each Arabian trojvs • 

He wields three swords, all in on« hilt that^tick ; 

His readiness their eyes so blinded hath, 

Their dread that wonder bred, fear gave it faith. 

» 

The Afric tyrants and the negro kings 56 

Fell down on heaps, drowned each in other's blood, 

Upon their people lan the knights he brings. 

Pricked forward by their guide's example good, 

Killed were the Pagans, broke their bows and slings 
Some died, some fell ; some yielded, none withstood : 

A massacre was this, no fight ; these put 
Their foes to death, those hold their throats to cut. 

Small while they stood, with heart and hardy face, 57 

On their bold breasts deep wounds and hurts to bear, 

, But fled away,^and troubltd in the chase • 

Their ranks disordered be with too much fear : 

Rinaldo followed them from place to place, » 

Till quite discomfit and disperseej^they were. 

That done, he stays, and all^his 4 cnight$ recalls, 

And scorns to strike his foe that flies or falls. * 
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Like as the wind stopped by some wood or hill, 

Grows strong and fierce, teai^ boughs and tiees in twain, 
But with mild blasts, more temperate, gentle, still, 

Blows through the ample field oi spacious plain • 

Against the rocks as sea-waves murmur shrill. 

But silent pass amid the open main . 

Rinaldo‘‘so, w'hen none his foicc withstood, 

Assuaged his fury, calmed his angry mood ; 

He scorned upon their fearful backs that fled 
To wieak his ire and spend his force m vain, 

But gainst the footmen strong his tioops he led, 

Whose side the Moorb had open left and plain, 

The Africans that should have succoured 
Tliat battle, all were lun away oi slain, 

Upon their flank with force and courage stout 
His men at arms assailed the bandb on foot : 

lie brake their pikes, and brake their dose an ay, 

Entered their battle, felled them down around, 

So wind or tempest with impetuous sway 
Tiie ears of ripenel com stiikcs flat to ground ; 

With blood, arms, bodies dead, the hardened clay 
Jflastcied the Garth, no glass nor green was found ; 

The horsemen running thiough and through their bands, 
Kill, murder, slay, few scape, not one withstands. 

Kinaldo came where his forlorn Armide 
Sale on hci golden chariot mounted high, 

A noble guard she had on eveiy side 
Of lords, of lovei s, and much chivalry ; 

She knew the man when first his arms she spied, 

Love, hale, wiath, sweet deaiie stiuve in her c\e, 

He changed somedeal his look and countenance bold, 
She changed from frost to fire, fiom heat to cold. 

The prince passed by the chariot of his dear 
Like one that did his thoughts elsewhere bestow, 

Yet suflered n^t her knights and lovers near 
Their rival so to scape withoutcn blow, 

One drew hj^ sword, another couched bis spear, 

Herself an arrow sharp set in her bow, 

Disdain her ire new>sharped and kindled hath, 

*But love appeased her, love assuaged ha wiaiU. 
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Love bridled fury, and tevived of new 

His fire, not dead, thou'^h buried in displeasure, 

Three times her angry hand the bow updrew, 

And thrice again let slack the string at leisure ; 

But wrath prevailed at last, the reed outflew, 

For love finds mean, but haticd knows no measure, 
Outflew the shaft, but wUh the shaft, this charm, 
This wish she sent ; Heaven grant it do no harm : 

She bids the reed icturn the way it went. 

And pierce her heart which so unking could prove, 
Such force had love, though lost and vainly spent. 
What strength hath happy, kind and mutual hwe ? 

But she that genile-thouglit did straight lepent, 

^Ylath, fury, kindness, in her bosom strove, 

She would, she would not, that it missed or Jiit, 

Her eyes, her heart, her wishes followed it. 

But yet in vain the quarrel lighted not, 

For on his hauberk haid the knight it hit. 

Too hard foi woniaifs shaft ui woman^s shot. 

Instead of piercing, there it bioke and sj&lit ; 

He turned away, she burnt with fury liot^ 

And thought he scoined her jKiwei, and m fliat lii 
Shot tift and oft, her shafts no entmnee found. 

And while she shot, love gave her wound on wound. 

» 

“ And is he then unpierceablc,” quoth she, 

“ I'hat neither torce nor foe he needs regard ? 

His limbs, perchance, armed with that hardness be, 
Which makes his heart so cruel and so hard, 

No shot that flies from eye or hand I sec 
Hurts him. such rigour doth his peison guard, 

Armed, or disarmed ; his foe or mistress kind 
Despised alike, like hate, like scorn 1 And. 

‘‘ But what new form is left, device or art. 

By which, to which exchanged, I might find grace ? 
,For in my kni^ts, and ali that take my par4, 

1 see no help ; no hope, no trust I place ; 

To his gicdt prowess, might, and valiant heat 
All strength is weak, all courage i^ile and base.*’ 

This said she, for she saw famv tlurough the field 
Her champions fly, faint, tremble, fall and yiua. 
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Nor left alone can she her person save, 

But to be slain or taken stands in fear, 

Though with a bow a javelin long she have, 

Yet weak was Phebe’s bow, blunt Pallas' spear. 

But, as the swan, that sees the eagle brave 
Threatening her flesh and silver plumes to tear. 

Falls ddwTi, to hide her mongst the shady brooks ; 
Such Aveie her fcaiful motions, such her looks. 

But Altamore, this while that strove and sought 
Froin shameful flight his 3*ersian host to stay, 

'J'hat was discomfit and destroyed to nought, 

Whiht he .alone injiiitained the fight .and fray. 

Seeing distrcssod the goddess of his thought, 

'Po aid her ran, nay flew, and laid aw.ay 
All care both of his honour and his host . 

If she weie safe, let all the %vorld be lost. 

'r® the ill-guar<lcd chariot swift he flew, 

Ills weapon made him vay with bloody war : 
Meanw'hilc Lord (iodfrey and Rinaldo slew' 

His feeble bands, ?iis people murdered .aic, 

Hestsaw their loss^, but aided not his crew, 

A better lover ¥han a Icadei far. 

He set Arinida safe, then turned again 
With tardy succour, for his folk were slain. 

And on that side the woeful prince beheld 
The battle lost, no help nor hope remained ; 

But on the other wing the Christians >ield. 

And fly, such \antage there the Egyptians gained, 

One of the Kobeits was nigh shun in field ; 

I’he other by the Indian strung constrained 
To yield himself his captive and his sl.ave ; 

Thus equal loss and equal foil they have. 

Godfredo took the time and season fit 
To bring again his squadrons in array, 

And either caijftp well ordered, ranged and Igiil, 
Renewed the futious battle, fight and fray, 

New' streams^of blood w^ere shed, new swords them hit 
New combats fought, ne\|| spoils were borne aw'ay, 
And unresolved and doubtful, on each side, 

Did praise and conquest, Mars and Fortune ride. 
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Between the armies twain while thus the fight 73 

Waxed sharp, hot, ciuel, though renewed but late, 

The Soldan clomb up to the tower’s height, 

And saw far off their strife and fell debate, 

As from some stage or theatre the knight 
Saw played the tragedy of human state, 

Saw death, blood, murder, woe and honor stiaiigc, 

And the great acts of foitune, chance, and change. 

At first astonished and amazed he stood, 74 

Then burnt with wrath, and self-consyming iie, 

Swelled his bosom like a ra^'ing flood, 

To be iimid that battle , such desire. 

Such haste he had ; he donned his helmet good, 

His Other arms he had bcfoie entiic, 

‘‘ Up, up * ” he cried, “‘no more, no more, w^hiii 
This fortiess stay, come follow, die or win.” 

Whether the same w^ere Providcnre di\inc 
That made him leave the foitiess he possessed, 

For that the empire proud of J’alesline 
This day should fall, to rise again moietilesscd ; 

Or that he bi caking felt the fatal line • 

Of life, and would meet Jcalh w'lth constant tire.i t, 
tuiious and iienc he did the gates unbar, 

And sudden lagc brought foitli, and siuldcn wai, 

Xor stayed he till the folk on wrhom he cried 7^* 

Assemble might, but out alone he flies, 

A thousand foes the man alone defied, 

And lan among a thousand enemies : 

But with his fury called from every side, 

The rest run out, and Aladine forth hies, 

The cowards had no fear, the wise no care, 

This w^as not hope, nor courage, but despaii. 

The dreadful Turk with sudden blow's down cast 
The first he met, nor gave them time to plain 
Pr pray, in murdering ihent he made such h.tete 
That dead they fell ere one could see them slam ; 

From mouth to piouth, from eye to eye forth jj^sscd 
The fear and terror, tliat the faithftl tram , 

Of Syrian folk, not used to daj;igeit)us li^.ht, 

Were bioken, scattered, and nigh put to flight. 
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But with less terror, and disorder Icssy 78 

The ( xascoigns kept array, and kept their ground, 

Though most the loss and peril them oppress, 

Un wares assailed they were, unready found. 

No ravening tooth or talon hard I guess 
Of beast or eager hawk, doth slay and wound 
So many sheep or fowK, weak*, feeble, small. 

As his sharp sword killed knights and soldiers tall. 

It seemed his thirst and hunger 'suago he would 70 

Wiih their slain bodiesi, and their blood poured out, 

With him his troops and Aladino old 

Slew tlieir besiegers, killed the Gjiscoign rout : 

Bui Raymond rasn to meet the Soklnn bold, 

N or to encounter him h id fear or doubt, ^ 

Tliough right hand by proof too well he know, 

Which laid him late for dead at one huge blow. 

THIy met, and Raymond fell amid the field, 80 

This blow again upon his forehead light, 

It was the fault and weakness of his eild, 

Age IS not fit to bedh- strokes of such might, 

Each one lift up h\s sword, advanced his shield, 

Those would destroy, and these defend the knight. 

On went the Soldan, for the man he thought 
■Was slain, or easily might be captive brought. 

Among the rest he ran, he raged, he smote, 81 

And in small space, small time, great womlcrs wrought 
And as his rage him led and fury hot. 

To kill and murder, matter new he sought : 

As from his supper poor with hungry throat 
A peas.int hastes, to a rich feast ybrought ; 

So from this skirmish to the battle great 
He ran, .ind quenclicd with blood his fury’s heat. 

Where battcied was the wall he sallied out, 82 

And to the field in haste and heat he goes. 

With him went cage and fury, feai and doub(j|^ ^ 

Remained behind, among his scattered foes : 

To win the cd^iqucst stiove his squadron stout, 

Which he unperfcci left ; loth to lose 
The day, the Christians fight, resist and die, 

Afnd ready wei» to yield, retire and fly. 
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The Gascoign bands retired, but kept array, * 83 

The Syrian people ran away otttright. 

The fight was near the place where Tancred lay, 

His house was full of noise and grijat affright, 
lie rose and looked forth to see the fray, 

'fhoiigh every limb were w’eak, faint, void of might ; 

FIc saw the country lie, has men o'er thrown, * 

Some beaten back, some killed, some felled down. 

Courage in noble hearts that ne’er is spent, ^4. 

Vet fainted not, though faint were every limb, 
lint reinforced each member cleft and rent, 

And want of blood and strength supplied in him : 

In his left hand his heavy shield he hent, • 

seemed the weight too great, his rurtlax trim 
FI is light hand drew, nor fur more arms he s^ood 
Or stayed, he needs no more whose heart is good • 

35 ul coming forth, cried, Whither will you run, • ^5 

And leave your leader to Ins foes in prey ? 

Wii.it * shall these he.ithen of his armour w’on, 

In their vile temples hang up trophies gnw ? 

< xo home to Gascoign then, and tell his • 

d'h.it where his father died, you ran away : ”• 

This said, against a thousand armdd foes. 

He did his breast weak, naked, sick, oppose, 

And with his heavy, strong and mighty targe, 

That with seven hard bulls’ hides was surely lined, 

And strengthened with a cover thick and large 
Of stiff and well-attempered steel behind, 

He shielded Raymond from the furious charge, 

From swords, fiom darts, from weapons ot each kind. 

And all his foes drove back with his sharp blade. 

That sure and safe he lay, as in a shade. 

Thus savisd, thus shielded, Raymond gan respire, S7 

He rose and reared himself m little sp.ace, 

•And in his bos^ burned )he double fire • 

Of vengeance ; wrath his heart ; shame filled his face ; 

He looked aroupd to spy, such was his iie, » 

The man whose stroke had laid in that place. 

Whom when he sees not, forjdisdain he quakes, 

And on his people sharp revengement taj^es. * 
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The Gascoigns turn again, their lord in haste 88 

To venge their loss his band recordeti brings, 

The troop that durst so much now stood aghast, 

For where sad fear grew l^te, now boldness springs, 

Now followed they that fled, fled they that chased ; 

So in one hour altereth the state of things, 

Raymond requites his loss, sh^me, hurt and all, 

And with an hundred deaths revenged one fall. 

Whilst Raymond wreaked thus his just disdain 89 

On the proud heads of captains, lords and peers. 

He spies great Sion's king amid the train, 

And to him leaps, and high his sword he rears. 

And on his forehead strikes, and strikes again, 

Till helm and head he breaks, he cleaves, he tears ; ^ 

Down fell jhe king, the guiltless land he bit, 

That now keeps him, because he kept not it. 

4 

Th%ir guides, one murdered thus, the other gone, 90 

The troops divided were in diverse thought, 

Despair made some run headlong gainst their fone. 

To seek sharp deathithat comes uncalled, unsought ; 

And<some, that lai^ their hope on flight alone, 

Fled to their fort* again ; yet chance so wrought, 

That with the flyers in the victors pass, 

And so the fortress won and conquered was. 

The hold was won, slain were the men that fled, 9 1 

In courts, halls, chambers high : above, below. 

Old Raymond fast up to the leads him sped, 

And there, of victory true sign and show. 

His glorious standard to the wind he spread, 

That so both armies his success might know. 

But Solyman saw not the town was lost, 

For far from thence he was, and near the host ; 

Into the field he came, the lukewarm blood • 92 

Did smoke and flow through all the purple field. 

There of sad de2(|h the court and palace stoo^ ^ 

There did he triumphs lead, and trophies build ; 

An armdd steed fast by the Soldan yood, 

That had no guide, nor lor^ the reins to wield, 

The tyrant toc^ the bzadle, and bestrode 
Tht courser's e^piipty back,\md forth he rode. 
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Great, yet but short and sudden was the aid • 93 

That to the Pagans, faint and. weak, he brought, 

A thunderbolt he was, you would have said, 

Great, yet that comes and goes as swift as thought 
And of his coming s>wift and flight* unstayed 
Eternal signs in hardest rocks hath wrought, 

For by his hand a hundred knights were slaii^ 

But time forgot hath all their names but twain ; 

(Vildippes fair, and Edward thy dear lord, *14 

Your noble death, sad end, and woeful fate. 

If so much power our vulgar tongue dlTord, 

To all strange wits, strange ears let me dilate. 

That ages all your loye and sweet accord, ^ 

Your virtue, prowess, worth may imitate, 

*And some kind servant of true love that hears. 

May giace your death, my verses, with some*tcais. 

I* 

The noble lady thither boldly flew, ^ 95 

Where first the Soldan fought, and him defied. 

Two mighty blows she gave the Turk untrue. 

One cleft his shield, the other pierced h^ side ; 

The prince the damsel by her habit knew, * 

Sec, see this mankind stiuinpet,^ sec,^* lA «iicd, 

“ This shameless whore, for thee fit weapons were 
Thy neeld and spindle, not a sword and spcai,” 

• 

This said, full of disdain, rage and despite, 96 

A strong, a fierce, a deadly stroke he gave. 

And pierced her armour, pierced her bosom white, 

Worthy no blows, but blows of love to have : 

Her d>ing hand let go the bridle quite. 

She faints, she falls, ’twixt life and death she stuue. 

Her lord to help her came, but came too late. 

Yet was not that his fault, it was his fate. 

What should he do ? to diverse parts iiim call 07 

Just ire and pity kind, one bids him go 
^ And succour h^ dear lady, like to tall, ^ 

The other calls for vengeance on his foe ; 

Love biddeth both, love sa>s he must do all, » 

And with his iA joins grief, with pity woe. 

What did he then ? with his Iflt^and theT knight 
Would hold her up, revenge tier with his right, » 
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But to resist against 'a knight so bold 
Too weak his will and power divided* were ; 

So That he could not his fair love uphold, 

Nor kill the cruel man th^t slew his dear. 

His arm that did his mistress kind enfold, 

'I’hc Turk cut off, pale grew his looks and cheer, 

}Ie let h^r fall, himself fell by,Jier side, 

And, for he could not save her, with her died. 

As the high elm, whom his dear vine hath twined 9D 

Fast in her lumdicd arms and holds embraced, 

Hears down to caith his spouse and darling kind 
If storm oi cruel steel the tree down cast, 

And her full grapes to nought doth bruise and grind. 

Spoils his own leaves, faints, withers, dies at last, 

And scem|^j to mourn and die, not for his own, 

But for her death, with him that lies overthrown ; 

Sottfcll he mourning, mourning for the dame loo 

Whom life and death had ni.'ide for ever his , 

They would have spoke, but not one word could finme, 

J)eep sobs their speech, sweet •-ighs their langu.ige is. 

Each gjized on otly;r\ eyes, and while the same 
Is la^vful, join tKeir hands, embiace and kiss : 

And thus sharp death their knot of life untied. 

Together fainted they, together died. 

But now swift fame her nimble wings dispicad, lOT 

And told eachwhere their chance, thcii fate, their fall, 

Rinaldo heard the case, by one that tied 

P'rom the fierce Turk and brought liim news of all. 

Disdain, goodwill, woe, wrath the chamui'U’i led 
To take revenge ; siiamc, grief, for vengeance call ; 

But as he went, Adrastus with his blade 
Forestalled the way, and show of combat made. 

The giant ciicd, ‘^By sundry signs I note 
That whom I wdsh, I search, thou, thou art he, 

1 marked each worthy’s shield, his helm, his^coat. 

And all this day have called and cried foi thee, 

To my sweemaint I have thy head devote, 

Thou must my sacrifice, pjjjr offering be. 

Come let us fcere our#Btrength and courage try, 

Thou art Armida’s foe, champion 1.” 
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Thus he defied him, oij his front before^ 

And on his throat be struck him, yet the blow 
His helmet neither briiis<^d, cleft nor tore, 

But in his saddle made him bend <ind bow ; 

Rinaklo liit him on the flank so sore, 

That neither art nor herb could help him now ; ^ 

Down fell the j^iant stroi/g, one blow such power, 
Such puissance had ; so falls a thundered tower. 

With horror, fear, amazddness and dread. 

Cold were the hearts of all that saw* the fray, 

And Solvman, that viewed that noble deed, 

Tn inbleti, his paleness did his fear bewray ; 

For in that stroke he ‘did his end arced, * 
lie wist not what to think, to do, to say, 

A thing in him unu^-ed, rare anil stranpre, » 
Jlutysodolh hea\cn men’s hearts turn, alter, chance. 

As when the sick or frantic men oft dieam 
I n their unquiet sleep and slumber short, 

And think they iiin some speedy couise, and seem 
To ino\e their legs and feet in hasty sorJ. 

Vet feel then limbs far slower than the stieam 
Of their vain thoughts that bears them in lln*> sport. 
And oft would speak, would cry, would call nr shout. 
Yet neither sound, nor voice, nor woj*d send out : 

So run to fight the angry Soldan would. 

And did enforce his stiength, his might, his ire. 

Yet felt not in himself his courage old, 

His wonted force, his rage and hot desire. 

His eyes, that sparkled wrath and fury bold. 

Grew dim and feeble, fear had quenched that fire. 

And in his heart an hundred passions fought. 

Yet none on fear or base retire he thought. 

While unresolved he stood, the victor knight 
Arrived, and seemed in quickness, haste and speed, 

•In boldness, greatness, goJdliness and inighf. 

Above all princes born of human seed : 

The Turk small while resists, not death nor fi^t 
Made him forget his state or racof through dreed. 

He fled no strokes, he fetched no*groan nor sigh, 
Bold were ln«» motions last, proud, stately, high. 
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Now when the Soldah, in these battle;^ past io8 

That Antheus-like oft fell oft ibse again, 

Evermore fierce, more fell, fell down at last 
To lie for ever, when this prince was slain, 

Fortune, that seld is stable, firm or fast, 

No longer durst resist the Christian train. 

But ranged herself m row with* Godfrey's knights, 

With them she serves, she runs, she rides, she fights. 

'I he Pagan ttoops, the king's own squadron fled, 109 

Of all the cast, the strength, the pride, the flower. 

Late called Immortal, now discomfited. 

It lo-at tiiat title proud, and lost all powei ; 

To him that withnhe loyal standard fled, 

Thus Emiieno said, with speeches sour, < 

Art not tlpou he to whom to bear I gave 
My king’s great banner, and his standard brave ? , 

‘"TKns ensign, Rimedon, I gave not thee 110 

To be the witness of thy fear and flight, 

Coward, dost thou thy lord and captain see 
In battle strong, and^runn’.st thyself from fight? 

Whatrseek’st thou safety ? come, return with me. 

The way to dcatlfis path to virtue right, 

Here let him fight that would escape ; for this 
The way to honour, way to safety is/' 

The man leturned and swelled with scorn and shame, 1 1 1 
The duke w’lth speeches giave exhoits the rest ; 

He threats, he strikes sometime, till back they came. 

And rage gainst force, despair gainst death addressed. 

Thus of his broken armies gan l^e frame 
A battle now, some hope dwelt in his bieasl, 

But Tibiphernes bold revived him most, 

\Vho fought and seemed to win, when all was lost ; 

Wonders that day wrought noble Tisipherne, 

The hardy Noim*n.s all he overthrew ; 

The Flemings fle 4 before the champion stern, ♦ 

Gemier, Rogero, Gerard bold he slew ; 

His glorious delds to praise and fame etem « 

His life's short da^e prolong^ld, enlarged and drew, 

And then, as he that seff swfet life at nought, 

Thfc greatest peril, danger, most he sought 
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He spied Rinaldo, and although his fieid * 113 

Of azure purple now ifnd sanguine shows, 

And though the silver bird amid his shield 
Were armed gules ; yet he the champion knows. 

And says, “ Here greatest peril is, heavens yield 
Strength to my courage, fortune to my blows, 

' That fair Armida her reyenge may sec, * 

Help, Macon, for his arms I \ow to thee/’ 

Thus pra>ed he, but all his vows wcic vain, j 14 

Mahound was deaf, or slept in heavens above, 

And as a lion strikes him with his train, 

His native wiath to quicken and to move, 

So he awaked his fiuy and disdain, > 

^nd sharped his courage on the whetstone love ; 

Himself he saved behind his mighty targe, ^ 

And forward spurred his steed and gave the charge. 

The Christian saw the hardy warrior come, • 115 

And leaptM forth to undertake the fight. 

The people round about gave place and room, 

And wondered on that fierce and ciuelibighl, 

Some praised their strength, Iheir skill ^nd couiage scfne, 

Such and so despciatc blov\s struck cithcr^cnighl. 

That all that saw forgot both ire and strife. 

Their wounds, their hurts, forgot both death and life, 

> 

One struck, the other did both strike and wound, 1 16 

His arms were surer, and his strength was more ; 

From Tisipherne the blood streamed down around, 

His shield was cleft, his helm was icnt and tore. 

The dame, that saw his blood besmear the ground. 

His aimour broke, limbs weak, wounds deep and sore, 

And all her guard dead, fled, and overthrown. 

Thought, now' her field lay waste, her hedge lay down : 

Environed with so brave a troop but late, 117 

Now stood she in her chariot all alone, 

She feared bqpdagc, and^lier life did hate, • 

All hope of conquest and revenge w'as gone, 

Half mad and half amazed from where she sJte, 

She leaped down, and fled frorr^iiends and fone. 

On a swift horse she mounts, auid forth she rides 
Alone, save for disdain andTlove, her guides. • 
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In days l>f old, Queen Cleopatia so ii8 

Alone fled from the fight and ^ruel fr&y, 

Against Augustus great his happy foe, 

Leaving her lord to loss and sure decay. 

And as that lord for love let honour go, 

FolloAved her flying sails and lost the day : 

So Tisiphin*ne the fair and fearful dame 
Would follow, but his loe forbiiis the same. 

But when the Pagan's joy and comfoit fled, 119 

It seemed the sun was set, the day was night, 

Gainst the bra\’C pnned with whom he combated 
He tuired, and on the forehead struck the knight ; 

When thunders fgrged are in Typhoius’ bed, 

Not Brontes’ hammer falls so so light ; 

The furious stroke fell on Rinaldo’s crest, ^ 

And made*aim bend his head down to bieast. 

t 

TIk^. champion in his stirrup^ high upstart, i2o 

And cleft hia baubcik haid and tender side, 

And sheathed his weapon in the Pagan’s heait, 

The castle where man’s life and soul do bide ; 

The pruel swoid his oreast and hinder part 
With double woi^pcf unclosed, and opened wide , 

And two large doors made for his life and breath. 

Which passed, and cured hot love with frozen Ocaih. 

This done, Rinaldo stayed and looked around, 121 

Where he should liarm his foes, or help liis hiends , 

Nor of the Pagans saw he squadron sound : 

Each standaid falls, ensign to caith descends ; 

His fury quiet then and calm he found, 

Theie all his wrath, his rage, and rancour ends. 

He called to mind how, far from help or aid, 

Armida fled, alone, amazed, afraid : 

Well saw he when she fled, and with that sight 122 

The prince had pity, courtesy and care ; 

He promised her to be her friend g.nd knight 

When erst he left her in the island bare : * ‘ ^ 

The way she %5d he ran and rode aright, 

Her palfrey’s feet signs m the grass outwarc ;• 

But she this ^hile fouyi%ut an ugly shade, 

place foi death, wheie Aought could life persuade. 
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Well pleasdd was she with those shadow^s brown, , 123 

And yet displeased with luck, with life, with love ; 

There from her steed she lighted, there laid down 
Her bow and shafts, her arms that helpless pro\c. 

“There he with shame,’* she says, *“disgiaced, o*ci throw 11, 
Blunt are the weapons, blunt the arms I move, 

Weak to revenge my harms, or harm iny foe, ^ 

My shafts are blunt, ah, love, would thine wxrc so ! 

“Alas, among so many, could not one, 124 

Not one draw blupd, one Avound or lend his skin i 
All other breasts to you are marble stone, 

Dare > ou then pierce a woman’s bosom thin ? 

Sec, see, my naked heail, on this alone 
Employ your force, this fort is eath to win, * 

'^And love will shoot you from hi:, iinghty bow’, 

Weak is the shot that dripile falls in snow. » 

I 

“ 1 pardon will youi fear and weakness past, 125 

11c strong, mine aiiow’s, ciuel, sharp, gain:,! me, * 

Ah, wretch, how is thy chance and forliu e cast, 

If placed in those thy good and comfort be ? 

But since all hope is vain, all help is walte, 

Since huits ease hurts, wounds must cun# wounds in thet , 
Then with thine arrow’s stroke cure strode of 
Death for thy heart must salve and suigeou piovc 

* 

“And happy me if, being dead and slam, 126 

I bear not with me this, strange plague to hell : 

Love, stay behind, come thou with me disdain, 

And witii my wronged soul foi e\er dwell ; 

Or else with it turn to the w'ojld again 

And vex that knight w'lth dreams and visions fell, 

And tell him, when twnxt life and death I stiovc, 

My last wish, w^as revenge — last woid, was lo\c ” 

And with that word half mad, half dead, she seems, 127 

An arrow, poignant, stiong and shaip she took. 

When her dear knight found her in these extremes, 

Now fit to die^ and pass file Stygian brook, • 

Now piest to quench her own and beauty’s beams ; 

Now death sa>on her eyes, death in her look, 

When to her back he steppedf and stayed bei arm 
Stretched forth to do that spvic^ last, last hariu. 
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She turnfe and, ere she knows, her lord she spies, 128 

Whose coming was unwlshed,^ntho^^ght, uiiknowm, 

She shrieks, and twines away her sdainful eyes 
From his sweet face, she falls dead in a swoon, 

Falls as a flower half cut, that bending lies : 

He held her up, and lest she tumble down, 

Under heft- tender side his arm lie placed, 

His hand her girdle loosed, her gown unlaced ; 

And her fair face, fair bosom he bedews 129 

With tears, tears of remorse, of ruth, of sorrow. 

As the pale rose her colour lost renews 

With the fresh drops fallen from the silver morrow, 

So she revives, Ojud cheeks empurpled shows 

Moist with their own tears and with tears they borrow , 

Thrice looked she up, her eyes thrice closed she ; * 

As who say, “ Let me die, ere look on thee,*’ 

( 

An«* his strong arm, with weak and feeble hand 130 

She would have thrust away, loosed and unlwmed : 

Oft strove she, but in vain, to brejik that band, 

F or he the hold he i^rot not yet resigned, 

Herself fast bound in those dear knots she fand, 

Dear, though shi, Aigned scorn, strove and repined : 

At last she speaks, she weeps, complains and cries ; 

Yet durst not, did not, would not see his eyes. 

I 

Cruel at thy departure, at leturn 13 1 

As cruel, say, what chance thee hither guideth, 

Would'st thou prevent her death whose heart forlorn 
For thee, for thee death*5 strokes each hour divideth ? 

Com'st thou to save my life ? alas, what scorn. 

What torment for Armida poor abideth ? 

No, no, thy crafts and sleights I well descry, 

But she can little do that cannot die. 

‘‘ Thy triumph is not great nor well arrayed 132 

Unless in chains thou lead a captive dame : 

A dame now ta^n by force, before betrayed, ^ 

This is thy greatest glory, greatest fame : 

Time was that thee of love and life 1 prayed, 

Let death now end my love, my life, my shaAie, 

Yet let not thy false l^na bereave this breath, 

Pmt if it were thy gift, hatfcful were death. 
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“ Cruel, myself an hundred ways can fiiTid, 133 

To nd me from thy malice, fr:>m thy hate. 

If weapons sharp, if poisons of all kind, 

If fire, if strangling fail, in that estate, 

Yet ways enough I know to stop this wind : 

A thousand entries hath the house of fate. 

Ah, leave these flatteries leave weak hope to Vnove, 

Cease, cease, my hope is dead, dead is iny love.” 

Thus mourned she, and from her watery eyes 134 

Disdain and love* dropped down, rolled up in tears ; 

P'rom his piiic fountains ran two slrearas likewise. 

Wherein chaste j)ity and mild ruth .i]>j»ear-a : 

Thus with sweet words the queen he pacifios, 

“ Madam, appease your grief, your wrath, your fears. 

For to be crowned, not scorned, 5 our life I ^ave , 

Your foe nay, but your friend, your knight, your skive 

“ But if you trust no speech, no oath, no word ; * 135 

Vet in mine eyes, niy zeal, my truth behold : 

P'or to that throne, whereof thy t>ire was loid, 

I will restore thee, crowm thee with that gold. 

And if high Heaven would so much gra« e afford * 

As from thy heart this cloud this veil iinfokV 
Of Paganism, in all the east no dame 
Should equalise thy fortune, state and fame.’' 

Thus plaineth he, thus prays, and his desire 136 

Kndeais with sighs that fly and teais that fall ; 

Thai as against the w^armlh of Titan’s tire, 

Snowdrifts consume on tops of mountains tall, 

So melt*, her wrath , but love remains cntiie 
“ Behold,” she says, ‘‘ your handmaid and \our thrall : 

My life, my crown, my w'ealth use at \oiir pleasure 
Thus death her life became, loss proved her tieasure. 

Thiswhile the captain of the Egyptian host, — 137 

That saw his loyal standard laid on ground, 

^ Saw Rimedon,^that ensignJs piop and post,# 

By Godfiey’s noble hand killed woth one wound, 

And all his folk discomfit, slain and lost, — • 

No coward was in this last battl^ found, 

But rode about and sought, nor iipught in vain, • 

Some famous hand of w^hich^e might be slain ; 

2 t 
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Against ^Lord Godfrty boldly out he flew, 1 38 

For nobler foe he wished not, could flot spy, 

Of desperate courage showed he tokens true, 

"Where’er he joined, or stayed, or passed by. 

And cried to the Duke as* near he drew, 

“ Jiehold of thy stron” hand I come to die, 

Yet trust Jo overthrow thee with my fall. 

My castle’s ruins shall break down thy wall ” 

This said, forth spurred thev both, both high advance 1 39 
Their swords aloft, both struck at once, both hit. 

Ills left arm wounded had the knight of France, 

His shieM was pierced, Ids vantbrace cleft and split, 

The Pagan backD’ard fell, h ilf in a trance. 

On his left ear his foe so hugely snnt, ^ 

And as he sought to rise, Clodfredo^ s\\ord 
Piercdd hifn through, so died that atmy’s lord. 

Of Jus great host, when Emiien was diud, 140 

Fled the small remnant that alive remained ; 

(lodfrey espied as he turned his steed, 

(Ireal Altamore on ^ot, with blood all stained, 

With^half a sword, half helm upon his head. 

Gainst whom a Ijiuddrcd fought, yet not one gained 

*■ Cease, cease this strife,’* he cried : “and thou, brave knight, 
Yield, I am Godficy, yield thee to my might !*' 

He that till then his proud and haughty heart 141 

To act of humbleness did never bond, 

When that great name he heaid, from the north part 
Of our w’ide world lenowned 10 .Klhiop’-. end. 

Answered. “ I yield to thee, thou worthy art, 

I am thy prisoner, fortune is th> friend : 

On Altamoro great thy conquest bold 
Of glorv shall be rich, and rich of gold : 

“ My loving queen, my w'lfe and lady kind I42 

Shall ransom me with jewels, gold and treasure.” 

“ CJod shield,” quoth Godfrey, “ thgt my nobl^mind ^ 

Should praise <ana virtue so by piofit measure, 

All that thou l^st from Persii and from Inde 
Enjoy it still, therein I take no plcasute ; * 

I set no^rent oti life, police on blood, 

I %ht, and sell not war for^'gold or good.” 
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This said, he gave him to his knights to keep • 143 

And after tliose that fl¥d his^ouise he bent ; 

They to their rampiers fled and trenches deep. 

Yet could not so death’s cruel stroke prevent : 

The camp was won, and all in blood doth steep 
Tlie blood in rivers streamed from tent to terJt, 

It soiled, defiled, defaced all the prey, • 

Shields-, helmets, armours, plumes and feathers gav. 

Thus conquered Godfrey, and as yet the sun 144 

Dived not in silver waves hn golden wain, 

}lut daylight served him to the fortress won 
With his sictorious host to turn again, 

Ills bloody coat hq put not off, but run ^ 

To the high temple with his noble tram. 

* And there hung up his arms, and there he bows 
His knees, thcie prayed, anil there perlornlbd his vows 



TASSO’S ACCOUNT 


OF THE 

ALLEGORY OF THE POEM. 


TITEROICAL Poetry, as a living creature, wherem twg 
natures are .conjoined, is compounded of Imitation and 
Allegory : with the one she allureth unto her the mmdf and 
ears of jnen, and marvellously delighteth them; with the 
other, either in virtue or knowledge, she inslructeth them. 
And as the heroically written Imitation of another is nothing 
else but the pattern slM image of human action; so the 
Allegory oi" an Heroicjil w*oem is none other than the glass and 
figure of Human Life. 

But Imitation regardeth the actions of man subjected to 
the outward senses, and about them being principally em- 
ployed, seeketh to represent them with effectual and expres- 
sive phrases, such as lively set before our corporeal eyes 
the things represented. It doth not consider the customs, 
affections, or discourses of the mind, as they be inward, but 
only as they come forth thence, and being manifested in words, 
in deeds, or working, do accompany the action. On the other 
side, Allegory respecteth the passions, the opinions and customs, 
not only as they do appear, but principally in their being 
hidden and inward; and more obscurely doth express them 
with notes, as a maa may say, mystical, such '.as only the 
understanders of the nature of things can fully comprehend. 

Now, leaving Imitation apart, we will, according to our pur- 
pose, speak of.Allegdry, w'hifh,^^as the Life of Man is com- 
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pound, so it represents, to us^ sometime the figure of the one, 
sometime the figure of the other. Yet becau'se that com- 
monly by Man, we understand Jhis compound of the body, 
soul, or mind, Man’s Life is said to be that which of such 
compound is proper, in the operations whereof every part 
thereof concurs, and by working gets that perfection, of the 
which by her nature she is capable. Sometime, although more 
seldom, by Man is understood, not the compound, but the 
most noble part,* namely the mind^ According to this last 
signification, it may be said, that the Life of Man is contem- 
plative, and to work simply with the understanding, forasmuch 
as this life doth seem much to participate ot heaven, and as it 
were changed from humanity, to become angelical. Of the 
life of the contemplative man, the Comedy of Dante and the 
Odyssey, are, as it were, in every part thereof a figure ; but the 
civil life IS seen to be shadowed throughout the Ifiad and 
-4^neid also, although in this there be rather set out a mixture 
of action and contemplation. But s^pce the contemplative 
man is solitary, and the man of action Hveth in civil «ompany, 
thence it cometh that Dante and Ulyssdfe, in tlieir departure 
from Calypso, are feigned not to be accompanied of* the army, 
or of a multitude of soldiers, but to depart alone ; w'hcreas 
Agamemnon and Achilles are described, the one general of 
the Grecian army, the other leader of many troops of Myrmi 
dons. And ^-lineas is seen to be accompanied when he righteth, 
or doth other civil acts ; but when he goeth to hell and the 
Elysian fields, he leaves his followers, accompanied only with 
his most faithful friend Achates, who never departed from 
his side. Neither doth the poet at random feign that he went 
alone, for that in his voyage there is signified this only con 
templation of these pains and rewards which in another world 
are reserved for good or gjiilty souls. Moreover, the operation 
*of the understanding speculative, which is the working of one 
only power, is^ commodiously figured unto*us by the action 
of one alone; but the operatiyi political w^hich proceedeth 
together from the other po^rs Rf the mind, "which are as 
citizens united in one commonwealth, cannot so commodiously 
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be shadowed of action wherein many, together and to one 
end working do not concur. To these reasons, and to these 
examples I having regard, have made the allegory of my poem 
such, as now shall be manifested. 

The army compounded of divers princes, and of other Chiis- 
tian soldiers, signifieth conipbiinded of soul anil body, 
and of a soul not simple, but divided into many and diverse 
powers, Jem Salem the strong city tilaced m a lough and 
hilly countiy, whereunto ^as to the last end' arc directed all 
the enterprises of the faithful aimy, doth licrc signify the civil 
hajipiness which may come to a Clhiistian Man (as hereafter 
shall be declared) wfiicii is a good very diti'icult to attain unto, 
and situated upon the toj) of the alpine and wearisome Hill 
of Virtue; and unto this are turned, as unto the last mark, 
all the actions of tiie Politic Man. Clodfrcy, which 0/ all the 
assembly is chosen chieftain, stands for Understanding, and 
particularly for that understanding, which considereth not the 
things necessary, but mutable and which may diversely 
happen, and those by the will of Ciod. And of imnces he 
is chosen Captain of tfeis enterprise, because Understanding is 
of (}od, and of nature made lord over tiie other virtues of the 
soul and body, and commands these, one with civil power, the 
other with royal command. Rinaldo, U'ancredi, and the other 
princes are in heu of the other powers of the Soul, and the 
Body here becomes notified by the soldiers le^^s noble. And 
because that, through the imperfection of human nature and 
by the deceits of his enemy, Man attains not this felicity with- 
out many inward difficulties, and without finding by the w'ay 
many outward impediments, all these are noted unto us by 
poetical figures. As the death of Sirenus and his companions, 
not being joined to the camp but slain far off, may here show 
the losses which a civil man hath of his friends, followers, and 
other external gooefi, instruments of virtue aftd aids to the* 
attaining of true «felicity. The armies of Africa, Asia, and 
unlucky battles^ are^ none oth^r than his enemies, his losses, 
and the accidents of contfary Jortune. But cnmmg to the 
iawaid impcdimentSi love, which w^th Tancredi and the 
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other woithies to dote, and disjoins them from Godirey, and 
the dibdain which enticeth Rinaldo from tlie entcipiLse, do 
signify the conflict and rebellion which the conciii»ibccnt and 
neful powers do make with the rcftsonable. 1'he devils whicii 
do consult to hinder the comjuest of JcruSwileni aic both a 
figure and a thing figured, and do here rei^esent the veiy 
same evils which do 0))pose themselves against (air civil hajipi 
ness, so that it may not be to us a. ladder of C'hristian blessed- 
ness. The two n^igicians, Isnitn and Aiimda, servant^ of the 
devil, which endeavour to remove thfc Christians fi(nn making 
war, aic two devilish temptations wdiich do lav snares for two 
I’owers of the Soul, ’from whence all ollifcr sins do pioceed. 
Isiien doth signify that tenijitation winch seeketh to deceive 
with false belief llie virtue, as a man may call it, opinative. 
Armida*is that temptation whu h laveili siege to the jiow'er of 
our desires . so from that pioceed the Knors of Cljanior^; fiom 
this, lliosc of the AppeiUe. The enehantinents of Isinen m 
the w'ood, deceiving with illusions, signd) no otlier thing than 
the falsity of the icasons and pcrsiiasiont wliK'h are engendered 
in the wood; that is, m the vaiiety and tuyltilude of opinions 
and discourses of men. And since that Man follofcvclh Mce 
and flieth virtue, either thinking that tiavels and dangeis' are 
evils mo.st grievous and msiipportablc, or judging, as did the 
Epicure and liis followers, that in pleasure and idleness con- 
sisted chicfest felicity ; by this, double is the enchantin' nt and 
illusion. The fire, the wdiirhvind, the darkness, the monsteis, 
and other feigned semblances, are the deceiving alkiiemcnts 
which do show us honest travails and lionouiable dangci under 
the shape of evil. The flowers, the fountains, the riveis, the 
musical instruments, the nyinplis, arc the deceitful enticements, 
which do here set down befoie us the pleasures and delights 
of the Sense, under the show of good. 

9 Let It suffic^ito have .smd thus much •f the imjiediments 
which a man finds as well within as without himself: if the 
allegory of anything be untold, with these beginnings every 
man may find it out. Now ^et^ us jiaSs to J:he outward 
and inward helps, with whiclf the civil man, overcotmng all 
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difficulty, is brought to this desired happiness. The Target of 
Diamond which Raymond recovercth, and afterwards is showed 
ready in tlie defence of ( Godfrey, ought to be understood for 
the special safeguard of th^ Lord God. The angels do signify 
sometime heavenly help, and sometime inspiration, the which 
are here shaddwed in the dream of Godfrey, and m the records 
of the Hermit. Tlie 1 lermit, who for the deliverance of Rinaldo 
did send the tvvo messengers to the ^^'isc Man, doth show unto 
us the supernatural knowledge received by»God s grace, as the 
Wise Man doth human wisdom, foi as much as of human 
wisdom, and of the knuwdedge of the works of nature, and the 
mysteries thereof, K bred and esUiblished in our minds, justice, 
temperance, des] using of death, and iiioiLil pleasui'es, magna- 
nimity, and e\'t-iy other moral virtue. And gieat aid may a • 
civil man receive in eveiy action he attempteth by Cdntempla- 
tion tit is feigned that this Wise Man w^as by birth a Pagan, 
but being by the Hermit converted to the true faith, becometh 
a Chiistian, and despising his first airoganry, he doth not much 
presumg of his own wisdom, but yieldeth himself to the judgment 
of his mastei. Alb At that philosophy be born and nourished 
amongstnhe Gentiles in Kgypt and Greece, and from thence 
hath passed over unto \is, presumptuous of heiself, a miscreant 
bold and proud above meastiie jet of St. Thomas and the 
other holy doctors she is made the disciple and handmaid of 
divinity, and is become by their endeavour more modest, and 
more religious, nothing daring rashly to affirm against that 
which is revealed to lier mistie^s. Neither m vain is the 
person of the Wise Man brought in, Riiuldo being able by the 
only counsel of the Heimit to be found and brought back 
again, for that it is brought in show, that the grace of God 
doth not w^ork always in men immediately or by extraordinary 
w^ays, but many times worketh by natural means. And it is 
veiy reasonable thitt Godfrey, whidh in holintss and religion 
doth excel all cy,her, and is, as hath been said, the figure of 
Understanding, be specially graced and piivileged with favours 
not commuaicated^o any^mer. This human wisdom, when 
it is directed of the superior, oFmore high virtue, doth deliver 
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the sensible soul from vice, and iheieifi placclh moral viitue. 
But because this sufficeth not,*l^eter the Hermit first confesseth 
Godfrey and Rinaldo, and converted Tancredi. 

Godfiey and Rinaldo being two*j)ersons which in our poem 
do hold the principal place, it cannot be but pleasing to the 
reader that 1, repeating some of the already ^spoken things, 
do particularly lay ojicn the allegorical sense, which under 
the veil of their actions, lie hidden. Godfrey, which holdeth 
the jirincipal pUc^ in this story, is no other in the allegory 
but the Understanding, which is signified in many i»lares of 
the poem as in that verse, 

“By thee the counsel gi\en is, by thee the sceptic iiilecl.’’ 

t 

And more plainly in that other : * 

“Thy soul IS of the camp both mind and life.” 

And life is added, because in the powers more noble the 
less noble aie contained : therefore Rmaldo, which in Action 
IS in the second degree of honour, ought also to be pteed in 
the Allegory in the answerable degree. iJbWwnat this po\\ cr of 
the mind, holding the second degree of dignity, is, •shall be 
now manifested The Ireful Virtue isjLhat, which amongst all 
the powers of the mind, is loss estranged from the nobility of 
the soul, insomuch that Plato, doubting, seeketh wliether it 
differeth from reason or no. And such is it in the mind, as 
the chieftain in an assembly of soldiers : for as of tliese the 
office is to obey their princes, which do give directions and 
commandments to fight against their enemies : so is it the 
duty of the ireful, warlike, and sovereign part of the mind, to 
be armed with reason against concupiscenf e, and with that 
vehemency and fierceness which is proper unto it, to resist and 
drive away whatsoever impediment to felicity. But when it 
doth not obey Iteason, but* suffers itself to *be carried of her 
own violence, it falleth out, that it fighteth ^ot against ( on- 
cupiscence but By concupiscence like a dog that.biteth, not 
the thieves, but the cattle comrmttid to his keeping. This 
violent, fierce, and unbridled fury, as it cannot be fully noted 



442 


THE ALLEGORY OF THE POEM, 


by one man of war,‘‘ is nevertheless principally signified by 
Rinaldo, where it is said of hixn, that being 

“A light wailikc knight 
Did scorn by reason*b lulc to fight.’* 

Wherein, whilst fighting against Clrrnnndo, he did pass the 
bounds of civil revenge, and wKilbt he served Armida may 
be noted unto us anger not governed by reason . 'whilst 
he disenchantetli the wood, entereth the city, brcaketli the 
eneniy’o array, anger directed by reason*' TIis return and 
reconciliation to Godfiey noLelh obedience, causing the ireful 
power to yield to the reasonable. In these reconciliations 
two things are signified: first, Godfrey, with civil modeiation, 
IS acknowledged to be superior to Rinaldo, teaching us*’tliat 
reason coinmandeth anger, not imperiously, but courteously < 
and civilly: contraiiwise in that, by imjjnsoning Argillanus 
imperiously, the sedition is quieted, it is given us to understand 
the iiower of the mind to be over the body legal and pre- 
dominate, Secondl); that as the reasonable ]>arl ought not, - - 
for hcKiin the Stoics were very much deceived,- ■ to exclude 
the ireful fiom acflion*^, nor usurp the offices ihcicof, foi this 
usurpation should be against nature and justice, but it ought 
to make her her companion and handmaid, so ought not 
Godfiey to attempt the adventure ol the wood himself, thereby 
arrogating to himself the other offices belonging to Rinaldo. 
J.CSS skill should then be showed, and less icgard had to the 
profit w'jiich the poet, as subjected to the policy, ought to 
have for his aim, if it had been feigned, that by Ciodfrey only 
all was wrought which was necessary for the conquering of 
Jerusalem. Neither is there contrariety or difference from 
that which hath been said, in putting down Kinaldo and 
Godfrey for that figure of the Reasonable and of the Ireful 
Viitue, which Hu^o speaks of in his dream, whereas he com- 
pareth the one to the head, the other to the fSght hand of tBe 
army; because^the head, if we believe Plato, is the seat of 
reason, and the right band, it be not the seat of wrath, it is 
at least her^uost prmcipaf insjj'ument. 

Finally, to come to the conclusion, the Army wherein Rinaldo 
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and the other worthies by Ijhe grace of Goil*and advice of Man, 
are returned and obedient to tlicir Cliicltain, .signifietii Man 
brought again into the state of natural justice and heavenly 
obedience : where the superior poweis do command, as tliev 
ought, and the inferior do obey, as they siioidd. Then the 
wood IS easily disenchanted, the city vamiuishedf the enemy 's 
army discomfited ; that is, all external ira]icdiments being easily 
overcome, man attaincth the politic happiness. But foi that 
this politic blessedncB ought not to be tiie last mark of a (')iris 
tian man, but lie ought to look more high, that is, to everl isting 
felicity, lor this cause Godfrey does not desire to win the 
earthly Jerusalem, to have therein only temporal dominion, 
but because’ herein mav be celebrated the worship ot God, 
«nd that the holy sepulchre may bi‘ the im^re fn'T'ly visited by 
godly stiangers and devout pilgrims, .^nd the potiii is closed 
with the prayers of Godfrey, whereby it is showed tl)a> the 
Understanding being tra\ailed .and wearied in civil ailioii-', 
ought in the end to rest in devotion, and m the eonitnipla- 
tion of the eternal bksscdiiess of the olfier most happy and 
immoital life. * # 
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\ A‘omav fi^uns induaU tfu Book, Arabu the stanza, in whtih 

a word Oi i urs j 


Abraid (xiii. so, xvi. 31), started sud- 
denly. ‘ * 

A /gates (111 42 , i\. (^o), by all means 
Af^eath (\iii 12), l;elow 
Anmail (xxii. 42J, enamel. 

A payed (ix. 5), satisfied 
(ix. 95), behind. 

4 < 


Beaver (n 48), the lower part of the 
helmet, m front 

Bten (i 20, and Ireijuen^ throughout), 
are. 


Besprii^ {y\\\ 52), bespr^kU d. 
Bewtayiyi, 10, vi q5,'*‘Jciv. 3b), disclose. 
Bield (\V?. 49), shelter. 

Bra\t{\\, orj), ) 

/V/'«s/(xvii 44), 

Brtnt{i\ 53), burnt 
Bulked them (n. 20), m.ide tht'm.selves 
ready Busked him (ix. 49), made 
himself itady ['Ihe old Scandi- 
navian Teflexive was already 111 the 
suffix “ sk.’’l 


Carknet (xv. 5), carcanet, collar of 
jewels. 

Coast (xi 59 , xviii 102), side. 

Cobbles (xx. 20), small round stones 
Cojgy (xiv. 58), small boat, "cock "-boat 
Consi^ee, to take (11. 98 , viu. 42), to take 
leave. 

Cornet (xin, 68), a trtiop of horse [bc- 
cau.se accompanied with a bugle] 
Courtlaoc (vii. 88)<(curtle axe, no ax(’, 
but sword ^ Ital. coltelldccto\, cut^s. 

Deal (ix. 72), ^rt, division. * f 
Defotled (viu. 60). defiled. 


Diparf {y,\ 31), divide. 

Dutamnum (xi. 72), the herb dittany. 
Ihght (11 5, 32 , 111 *3 , XI. ;4 , XV. 2 , 

will 20), arra>ed, dressed, prepared 
Dormant (win. 80), a large fixed b( 4 l.n, 
as the large beam actoss a room. 
Dripilc (xx. 124), by little drops, drib- 
bling, weakly 

Duke (throughout), for Dux, Leadei. 

Kamed (1 48), yearned 
bath (11. 46, IV. 83, XI. S 3 . 

xviii. 32, 73 , xi\, 61 , XX. 124), easy, 
easily. 

Rft'^oons (vi. 64), immediaT'd). 
hi/d{\\ 44; viii 6, xvn. iz), age. 
Fmprise (n 77, 83), enterprise. 
byne (\. 73), eyes. 

Band (viii. 8), found. 
bared {s\, 27), went 
Fleet {\ 62), float. 

Forced uvt (ix. 7(1), cared not about. 
Forlofe (vii. i), lost. 

Fornenst (xv. 15), opposite to 
Forthv (xiv. 28), for that, therefore. 
brushed (viii 2^, 48, 49), bruised, bat- 
tered to pieces. [French, J 

Can (11. I, 10, 57, and throughout the 
poem), liegan, an auxiliary that gave 
* an inceptiv^sense to verbs. • 
Garamunts (xin. 14), a people of Africa, 
named by ^Herodotus. The Gara- 
mantes were, probably, in the parts 
now called Fezzan. 

Gtrdling-stead (xx. 33), part of the body- 
round which the girdle is fa.stened. 
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Gite (xiii 54), gown. 

Glazte and glaive (i. 50; ix. 8), swxyd. 

Greaves (111. 6), grove*;. 

Greet (xii 94), stones, with reference to 
^ their gram or texture. Fairfax’s “of 
varied Spartan greet " is his transla- 
tion of Tasso’s ' ' di riche pietrc clette " 

Guit (x. 9, 33), guide. 

Hags (viii. 41), small woods, originally 
divisions of a forest marked out to be 
cut. 

Heni (vii. 102; ix. mi. 18, 34; xix. 
42), seized. 

ihght[y\. 16), was named. 

//<^//(iii. 6, viii. 12), wood. 

Impeath (xi. 52), hinder. 

Iprghf (i 1^8), pitdlied, fixed. 

fake kcip^(\\w. 60; XV. 12), take 
heed. 

Kest (ill. 21 ; XU 1), cast. 

Kind {\vf. 42, 48, 64, \v. 46, XVI. 69; 
XIX. 3S), the old lOnglisli woid for 
Nature. 

l^dea (xvi. 13), speech 

Lere (xii. 40), teach. 

(iv 2), hindrance; (xii. 37, 65), 
hinder, hindered. 

Lite (\i. 26), little. 

Macon, throughout, is, like Mahound, 
an old English form for Mahomet. 

Main (xi 81), stiength 

Met (xv. 39), meted, measured. 

Mevo (viii. 41), any close place. Ori- 
ginally the place m which hawks were 
shut up w hile they w ere “ mew ing,” or 
changing 1 heir plumage. Mews(ii 30). 

28), kind of [French, mes fieri, 
“what mister wight," what kind of 
Ix'ing. 

N ir (ii. 88), nearer. So Spenser— 

“Tolcirk the nar, from (i<S inorv far. 

Has been an old-said s,(w ” 

Nere (xii. 81), were not. • 

Ntll (xiii. 14), will not. 


AW/ (xviii. jo), know noft, foi “nut," 
“ ne wot,* with the / inserted by false 
‘ analogy. 

Nould{'x., 61 ; XI. 55; XIII. 17, 41, 70). 

would not. 

9 

Objnt (xi. 22), put forward. 

On live (viii. 23), ali^. 

On ^htp (i\. 92), asleep. 

Lhvt (ill. 73), own. 

Penti^e, penlue (xi. 13, wiii 71, 74), 
an overhanging shi'lter, built .igainst 
.1 wall fis “ appj'ndiLiuiu ” .ippendagi*. 
'I he old word “pintiee" has been 
t« irrupted into ptnthouse. PentuU 
(will. 74), diiXinutiM* of “ ]»entice 
PorU (ill 12), gates 
Pre^l (x. 13 , xi 17 , wii 49 , xviii^ l , 
x\ r, 28, 20, i27l?UMdy. [hienth, 
pr!t.\ 

Punchwns (xviii 4^), large casks. 

Ouarrcl, t/uurn (111 51 , xx i8), tlie 
'■quare bolt shot fiorn a rfossbow 
(^ui/s (11. 36)^ requites, pav 

Railed (111. 3(^ 1 oiled. 

Recurc tviii. 22),*, ecoveiy. 

Rew (xvii. 75), row'. ' 

Rout (viii 63 , wii 81, 86), a company, 
or large ftimber of peoplf* 

Rufy[\\, 75), dew’y. 

Scaldcred (xviii. 8c;), SLorched 
tStdy (mi. 33, 78), .simple, innocent 
Isell (vi. 32), saddle* 

Shallop (xv. 0), .slo(/p, light boat 
Shend, ihtnf (1 6, \m. 30), put to 
shame. 

Signunsr (\iii. 53), hold lordshij) 

22), smack, t islt , or jicrhafis 
smoke, vapour. 

Soun (1. 73), sound. 

Souf (xv 4b), sweet. 

Spright (v 52), sprite, spirit ; the sjwll- 
ing retained in •sprightly " 

Spring (\n\, 23, 31, 3s), a wood 
Siound (xix. 27), sp^i^ of time. 

Sfinvre (1. 55, u 3^. -^‘'* 49). 

mtflt. conflict. * «« 
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{\\^ S), spreading out. Said 
by Fairfax of moustache?, as C'haucer 
Sfiid of a man's hair that it “ strouted^ 
as a fanne I.irtjt? and brode *> 

S/n(/s (will 4^), the timb^-r uprights, 
lM*t«efn winch stones or p^ste^\velP 
used in making walls. 

Tapished (vn. z), hidden [a hunting 
t(*i m] 

Tt'cn (\i 68), vexation 
7 h,itj (viii. ♦iK.n 

7 'ouf, toot (x .,ty, XIV 06 ), look search- 
ingly , “ Narcissus looting in his 
sjjrmg " 

7 'o . . . raf/n/ (viii 31 and rlsewliere), 
as “to the 1 u'.n ens fw ard " for “to- 
ward the lieavens ” 

Tngon\ (11 51), tnaM»'ul.ir formations 
7 'f%ihmen{^\ 24J interpreters. “ Trii- 
t'heman ” was .i French corruption of 
“ dragoman.” 

Viti-ouhi (\iv. 28), unknown 
ruttifh (v. w?6, \u. 57, XX 39), not 
easily. 

f (viii tio), una\»ti'>'e*d 

the (ill •,2),bull, me t»\ [L.Uin, urns ] 

Ft/// (11 ^B), lower. 


Vamure (xi. 64), for “ avantmur,” the 
outwork for defence of a wall. 
Vanthrace (xx 139), for “avantbras," 
armour to protect the arm. ^ 

Vental (vi. 7), the movable front to the 
helmet which covered the face, and 
enabled the wearer to breathe. 

irj///o/(viii. 53), was wanting. 

1 1 ’arraid (i. 6), made war upon, 

IlVc’tf (iv. 94), drtjss. 

(vi. 109), for weened, supposed, 
thought. 

ir///£/.Vri'v V»v. 3t), sudden turns .'ind 
windings of a skater 
ir/'/{v. Ri; , i\ 2), knew. 
lion, 7 oonr (1. 44, xii 33, xvi 67), 
inlhibit. ironnrd(xv 26). 

U'tw (\vi 28), custom. •* 
llontr(Ki 20), is accustomed. 

Ik'iv</(xii. 34, 83), mat^ ^ 

Hot (v 48 , XIV 50), know, ly^nt 
(v 4S)- 

F- (or -z), a prefix representing the old 
“ ge-” before past participles. 

VA»rp (x 2 311). born 

loitr (mv 2^), jwd (\i'. 31), wpnt, 
from F'lr'-'t Kngh-^h “ t*dde " 
ypenJ, ypent (vi. 5 , x. 40), penned in. 
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